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Transportation overhaul includes toll increase,

BY BEN SZALINSKI AND BRENDEN MOORE
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A recently passed state law s beginning to reshape Illinois”
transportation landscape, as drivers on state tollways will see
rate hikes and a new oversight board is taking shape.

The Ilinois State Toll Highway Authority on Aug. 19 ap-
proved the first toll rate increase in 15 years.

And Gov. JB Pritzker on Aug. 2] announced his appoint-
ments to the new Northern Mlinois Transit Authority board,
which will replace the Regional Transportation Authority
next month as the body overseeing the Chicago Transit

Authority, Metra commuter rail and Pace Suburban Bus. The
Tollway Board approved rate hikes for all vehicles that will
1ake effect Jan. 1. Passenger vehicles will pay 45 cents more
when passing through each tol) while truckers will pay on av-
erage 30 percent more.

Tolls will increase based on inflation every two years going
forward without further approval from the board.

Toll rates vary depending on toll Toad, type of vehicle and
whether the car has an 1-PASS, bnt generally remge from 45
vents to $3 for passenger vehicles under the current rates. Even
with the i the Tollway claimed m a news release the

new board appointees

average per-mile cost is still 5 cents below the national average.

The hike will fund a $26.5 billion capital program that
includes major projects across the tollway system, which
strerches as far west as Rockford and Dixoa.

*“Nearly 1,7 million drivers rely on this system every day.
and our responsibility extends well beyond the next construc-
tion season,” Tollway Executive Director Cassaundra Rouse
said in a statemeat. “We know where congestion is growing,
and we know how our infrastructure ages. Driving Connec-
tions gives us a responsible path to meet those needs and keep
Northern lllinois moving for the next generation.”

Addison Trail welcomes famllles for open house

Addison Trail,

-
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Willowbrook
eam 2026-27
" best recognition
by U.S. News
& World Report

District 88 has acnounced thar Addi-
son Trail and Willowbrook high schools
have once again achieved status as Best
High Schools though the U.S. News &
‘World Report’s 2026-27 Best High Schools
rankings.

According to www.usnews.com, “The
highest-ranked U.S. public schools in U.S
News & World Report’s 2026-2027 Best
High Schools rankings are those whose stu-
dents demonstrated outstanding outcomes
above expectations in math, reading and
science state assessments, eamned qualify-
ing scores of an wmy of college- level ex-
ams, and gr d in hi,

0.8, News mnked nmﬂy 18.000 pub-
lic high schools out of more than 27,000
reviewed. U.S. News did this by summing
their weighted scores across six indicators
of school quality, then computing a single

zero to 100 overall score reflective of a

On Sept. 3, Addi Trall wel d di and sty to its J open house. The evemng gave hmllles 5 P
an opportumty to meet teachers, staff and administrators, as well as District 68 Board of Educati R e Par Sd;;:]hs f;;m Tmﬂ?c'::zm;,sfh?:mk
d an ab Mrchlldsdallysﬁeduleandlenﬂudmmabm:u 1ations, curricul high schools earned high national, state and
and the programs and oppnmmlﬁﬂ at Addi Trail Th hout the evenl, families connected with staff, metro-area rankings ¢
expiored the school and leamed more about the resources and actlvitios avallable to d (Suk d photo) For more information, go 1o www.us-

news.com/education/best-high-schools.
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women's basketball and men’s basketball begin the
week of Sept. 2] as part of the Benscoville Sports
Conference

Adult pickleball (progron oo, 602424-01) of-
fers participams ages 18 and older a pckichall
expenence foctised on friendly competition. skill
developiment and o welcoming commumity stme-
sphere, Participanis can choose between a casial
tound-robia league or beginner-focused instruction
bused on expenience lovell The league chatipion
will reeeive 4 trophy and recognition: The program
mects 9:30-11 2, Tuesdays and Thusdays, Sepl.
22-Oct. 13, at the Deer Grove Leisure Center gym.
The fee is $45, or 540 for in-district playens.

The womén's baskethali Teapue Gffers cinpeti-
uve, full-court sétion with eight pusmntesd gmes
followed by playoffs and cash payouts for the
pluyoft Chiampion, Games are playéd under THSA
rules and officiated by THSA referees. Teamns must
provide matching uniforms with pliyer numbers.
Lengne e ke place 7-10 p.m. Wednesdays,
Sept. 23-Dec. 2t the Dieer Grove Leisure Center
gym, with no gimes Nov, 25, The team fee is doe
before the fitst game, Advance registration for pro-
gram number is 604413-01 is required.

The men’s basketball league {program no.
604414-01) provides another opportunity for
adults 1o compete in a full-court league featuring
eight guaranieed games, followed by playoffs and
cash payouts for the playoff champion. Games are
played under THSA rules and officiated by [HSA
referees. Teams must provide matching uniforms
with player numbers, and all leaguc fees must be
paid before the first game. Games are held 7-10
p.m. Thursdays, Sept. 24-Dec. 3. at thie Deer Grove
Leisure Center gym, with no game Nov. 26. The

games per might. Teams of six will compete in
matches officiated by IHSA referees, with a cash
prize awarded to the playoff champion. The league
mects, Fridays, 7-10 p.n., Sept. 25-Nov. 13, at the
Deer Grove Leisure Ceoter gym, The fee is $450
per ll:urrl and advince mgmmnm I required.

ired for all adol
sports pmg:m and is uv.'ulablr af the Deer Grove
Leisure Center, 1000 W. Wood St., Bensenville.
For mite information and rcgisumjon detuils, visit
ByilleParks.org/Register and search the program
number or call the Bensenville Park District w
630-766-7015.

New cultural, fine arts classes bring
creativity, movement, music this fall

The Bensenville Park Dhstrict i inviting chil
dren, teens and hdults o paing, sculpy, stitch, dance,
act ind make misic with a ereative Lingup of cul-
il and fine ans classes begmning m September.

The distmict’s expanded fall lineup includes sev-
eral mew opportunitics for perticipants 0 explore
their artistic taleots, build confidence and’ learn
new skills in a fun and supportive environment.
Classes are offered al the: Deer Grove Leisure Cene
ter. 1000 W. Wood St.. with programs available for
a variety of ages and expenence levels.

Young artists ages 5-9 can lel their imaginations
lead the way in the new 2D Art Exploration class,
where participants will explore drawing, painting
and collsging while leaming techniques to devel-
op their individual amistic style. The class meets
from 5 to 7 pan. Tuesdays, Sept. 22-Nov. 10, in
the DGLC Cedar Room. The fee is $100, with a
discounted fee of $90 for in-district patrons

The new Clay Creators class gives children ages
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Cog On Aug. 30, District 88 participated in the Addlson Medinah Shriners Parade. The theme of this year's parade was “America@250: Let
Freedom Ring!” The h y grand were bers of the Addison Historical Society and Addison Historical Commission,
Jim O’Rourke Publisher recog g the 's 50th i y in 2026. R ionary War-era rs joined them on the floal. The event overall
o iz am d 40 y units. From Addison Trail, the marching band, color guard, Orchesis, cheerleaders, Blazettes, football team,
boys soccer team and the Addison Trail Veterans Support Organization also participated in the parade. And the Blazer Battalion U.S.
Chad Richardson VP News Army Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps program served as the parade color guard. (Submitted photo)
ez | B ille Park Distri dult li for fall
b = | Bensenville Istrict sets adult rec sports lineup for
Jade Lewandowski VP Sales Ready to serve, spike or shoot? The Bensenville (e js $700 per team; advance segistration required.  7-11 an opportunity to bring their imaginations
favandowslogooukemedogowcom | Park District is bringing adults back 1o the court  The co-ed volleyball league (program no, o life through threc-dimensional art, Participants
this fall with a lineup of recreational sports de- 604417-01) gives participanls an opportunity 1o will sculpt and smooth creations using air-dry clay
i 3 signed for friendly competition, skill development gather friends and compete in a structured league  and Model Magic before adding color, with no kiln
Subscriptions: e 2 oS ¢ : ;
s and plenty of fun. Pickleball, co-ed volleyball, featuring rally scoring and match play with three  or previous experience required, The class meets
n z

from 5 10 7 p.m. Wednesdays, Sept. 23-Nov. 18, in
the DGLC Cedar Room, No class will be held Nov.
11. The fee is $100, with a discounted fee of $90
for in-<lsimict patrons.

Children ages 8-12 can alet leam 1o thread the

mad.lcmmc new WFunclnss anclpmu will
& 4

"'. while ing projects iooa wel
ing environment. The class meets from 5 to 7 p.m.
Thursdays, Sept. 24-Nov. 12, in the DGLC Cedar
Roum. The fee 1@ $100, with u discounted fee of
$90 for in-district patrony.

Adults ages 18 and older can pick up a brush
in Painting, i beginner-frieadly class, Participants
will learn essentisl technigues while bringing vi-
brant ideay to life from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thum-
ditys, Sept. 24-Nov. 12, in the DGLC Gak Room.
The fee is $100; with a discounted [ee of $90 for
in-district patrons:

The curtain is rising on a new theatre Opporty
nity with Intro to Acting for ages 6-9. Young per-
formers will leam basic acting fechnigues while
building confidence and greativity. The class meets
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Tuesidays, Sept. 22-Nov. 17,
in the DGLC Willow Room, No class will be held
Nov. 10. The fec is $95, wilh a discounted fee of
$85 for in-district patrons.

The fall lineup also introduces several new
dance classes and a variely of piano and guitar les-
SO IrGInIms.

Registration deadlines and miniipum and maxi-
mum cnrollment requirements vary by class, Par-
ticipants arc encouraged 10 register early. Registra-
tion may he completed 1n person ar the Deer Grove
Leisure Center, 1000 W. Wood St. in Bensenville.
or online at BvilleParks.org/Register.
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Furious rally lifts Broncos in wild win at Nazareth Audemy

Montini closes garne with 20-0 run; Abrams throws four
touchdown passes and runs for three scores in shootout

The Montini Catholic football team mount-
< a funious fourthi-quarter mily to cam a 47-
42 victory over Nazareth Academy in Frday
night’s wild Chicago Catholic League (CCL)
Green Division game in La Grange Park

Moiitini trailed Nazareth 42-27 with about
nine minutes remaining i the game. The
Broncos pulled our the victory by scoring
three wchdowns i the closing minutes,
They scored what twred out 1o be the win-
ning touchdown with 34 secdmds 1o piay.

Mmum tmproved 1o 3-1 overall and 1-0'm

play following its bk win. The

P i of N -. i '

i to
1-3 gverall and 0-] in lhc fmnmdmsm
In =ddition to Montini and Nazareh, the CCL
Green Division includes St. Ritw and St. Francis.

Monbini jumped ot to & easly [3-0 lead in

Friday’s game after laking advantage of two
Nuzareth mmovers, A Si-yand touchdown
pecss from senior quarterhack Tsrel Abouns 1o
senior Damacio Oriegon, wid a 2-yard touch-
down run by Abrams, lifted the Broocos 1o
their 13-0 advantage.

The Ropdrunmers scored @ first-quaner
touchdown 1o trim Montini's lead to 13-7, but
2 33-yard touchdown pass from Abiams to
senior Luca Flono helped the Broncos push
their lead 1o 20-7 late in the opening quarer.

Nugareth scored i pair of iouchdowns in the
second quarter and owned a 21-20 lead ¢ half
time. The Roadrunners wo touch-
down passes in the third quarter to raise their
fead to a 3520 Jead with 12 minutes 1o pliy.

See BRONCOS, Page 12

Montini senior Luca Florio (1) made nine receptions for 99 yards and one TD during
the Broncos' 47-42 victory at Nazareth Academy. (Photo by Fernando Rendon)

Warriors

struggle in
conference
battle with
Mustangs

The Willowbrook football team
fell to 2-2 overall and -1 in the
West Suburban Gold Conference
following Frday's 42-7 loss o
Downers Grove South in Villa Park.

The visiting Muslangs moved to
3-1 overall and 2-0 in conference
play with their victory over the
‘Warriors.

Downers Grove South led Wil-
lowbrook 20-) in the first half, The
Warriors cut the lead 10 20-7 with
a louchdown in the final minute of
the opening half. Junior Kameron

Greenhow scored the touchdown
on a short run, Senior Ben Swanson |
added the extra-point kick, |
The Mustangs delivered « long
return on the kickoff thal opened the
third quarter. That kickoff helped
fo set up a touchdown. Downers
Grove South added the 2-point
conversion after that touchdown to
raise its lead to 28-7 The Mustangs
scored two more tonchdowns be-
fore the end of the third quarter.
“We mmed the ball over a
bunch,” said Willowbrook coach
Nick Hildreth after the game, “We

left some points out there that we
couldn’t afford to leave out there,
We moved the ball okay, and mroned
it over in the first half, You’re not
going to beal good teams doing
things like thar.”

The Warriors will travel 1o Hins-
dale South for this Friday’s confer-
cence game against the Homets (2-2
overall and 2-0 in the conference).
‘The Hormets improved to 2-0 in con-
ference play following their 56-42
win at Addison Trail.

The Glenbard East football team won its 2026
homecoming game in dominant fashion, beating
Elmwood Park 55-0 in Friday’s Upstate Eight

Glenbard East senior Montii Perry (1) returned an Eimwood Park fumbie 82 yards for a
touchdown during the Rams’ dominant homecoming victory. (Photo by Chris Fox)

Rams cruise in homecoming
blowout over Elmwood Park

Glenbard East meets Glenbard South in this week's division showdown

the kickoff to start the second half, when lightning

flashes were visible in the evening sky.
Glenbard East scored a pair of first-quarter
hide in s b 3 against El-

(‘unremme Fas Diviswn game m Lombard

The Ramis, who led the visiting Tigers 48-0 at
halftime, improved 10 2-2 overall and 2-0 in divi-
sion play with the win, Afier starting their season
with losses to Willowbrook and Plinficld North,
the Rams picked up lop-sided victones over Fen-
ton and Elmwaod Park. Glenbard East also held a
48-0 halftime lead 1 its Sepl. 4 victory at Fenton.
Officials declared thal contest over moments after

L game
mwood Park. which dropped 10 1-3 overall and
0-1 in the division.

Alter building n 13-0 lead at the end of the first
quarter, the Rams piled on five mare touchdowns
during the second quarter 1o boost their lead 1o
48-0 by halftime.

Soe RAMS FOOTRALL Page 11

Chariie Gidcumb (5) battles for con-
trol of the ball in Glenbard East's
Sept 10 match against Glenbard
North. Gidcumb had the lone goal
in a 1-0 win. (Photo by Chris Fox)

Rams pick up
two wins, tie,
move to 4-2-1

Glenbard East’s boys soccer leam
played three matches in five days last
week, eaming two wins and one tic in
those matches to complete the week
with an overall season record of 4-2-1

Glenbard East began the weck by
opening its Upstate Eight Conference
East Division season with a Sept, 8 match
at Fenton, The Rams and Bison battled to
a 2-2 tie 1o Bensenville. The two teams
were deadlocked at 1-1 at halftime.

Seniors Charlie Gidcumb and Kev-
in Ramirez scored one goal each for
Glenbard Easi. Seniors Johan Oiivero
and Ryan Kummer contribuled one as-
sist each. Senior goalkeeper Vikior Na-
varro made eight saves for the Rams.

Glenbard Easl edged Gleabard North
1-0 in a Sept. 10 maich at Camera Park
in Glendule Hcights. The contest was
part of the Glenbard Cup. a competi-
tion between the teams from the four
Distrct 87 schools. Gideumb scored
the only goal of the match in the mid-
dle of the first hal{, Olivero provided
an assist on Gideumb's goal, Navarro
piled up 12 saves in the shutout victory.

The Rams completed their week

Soe RAMS SOCLER, Page 11
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Bronco power

win over U

Montini Catholic senlor Moira Quirk is pictured during last week's match
against Marist in Lombaid. Marist defeated the Broncos 25-7, 25-16 in the
Sept. 8 contest to ralse Its season record to 9-0. One day after losing to the
RedHawks, Montini eamed a 25-16, 25-21 home victory over Wheaton Acade-
my. The Broncos moved their record to 11-4 foltowing their 25-10, 25-18 home

1 of Chi

y High Sch

on Sepl 10. (Photo by Chris Fox)

.Hams faatba” (Continued from page 10)

The homecoming crowd,
which ineluded a boisterous
Glenbard East student sec-
tion of fans dressed in red,
erupted after each of the sev-
en first-half touchdowns.

Senior Montii Perry scored
the Rams” first touchdown of
the game on a |5-yard rum
that completed his team’s
opening  offensive  drive,
which covered 51 yards in
five plays. Semior Moises
Velazquez made the ex-
tra-point kick 10 move the
Rams’ lead to 7-0 with 7:27
left in the first quarter.

Senior Kevohn Deants de-
livered a8 5-yard touchdown
ron for Glenbard East with
3:28 remaining in the first
quarter. The Rams didn't ex-
ecute a clean snap on the en-
suing extra-point kick.

The Rams padded their
lead when junioer Jackson
Turko scored oo a 2-yard
touchdown rtun during the
first minute of the second
quarter, Velazquez added the
extra-point kick to raise the
lead to 20-0 with 11:10 left in
the guarter.

Senior Malacki Miller
delivered Glenbard East's
fourth touchdown of the
game when he retnmed an
Elmwood Park punt 47 yards
for a touchdown with 8:53 1o
play in the first half. A short
time later, when the Tigers
turned the balt over on 2 fum-
ble, Perry picked the loose
ball up and ran 82 yards
for a touchdown. The en-
suing extra-point kick from
Velazquez boosted the Rams’
lead to 34-0 with 6:42 left in
the first haif.

Dan Gara (17) and Jackson Turko (15) celebrate after
Turko’s TD run during the second quarter of Glenbard
East's win over ElImwood Park. (Photo by Chris Fox)}

Sophomore quarterback
Carter Pohlman and senjor
Mason Wright connected on a
68-yard touchdown pass with
3:38 to play in the opening
half. Junior Connor LeCount,
who was handling the Rams’
quirterbacking  duties  late
in the first half, scored the
team’s seveuth touchdown of
the evening on a 6-yard run
with 1:12 left in the sccond
quaricr. Velazquez tacked on
the extra-point kick to give
Glenbard East its 43-0 lead

Junior Ethan Sowell scored
the Rams’ final touchdown of
the game on a 3l-yard run
in the third quarter. Glen-
bard East and Elmwood Park
played the entire second half
with a running clock.

The Rams’ season contin-
ues with this Friday’s home
game against division rival
Glenbard South,

Tke Raiders moved to 3-1
overalland 2-Qindivisionplay
by crushing West Chicago
49-6 in Glen Ellyn

Witlowbrook’s  girls and  boys
cross-country teams competed against Ad-
dison Trail in last week's races at. Lombard
Commmorn. The Warriors ren to dominant
team victories in the girls and boys events
al the SepL 8 competition, which took
place in wasm and bright conditions.

Willowbrook seqior
Bethany Yurich o to
40 IMprESSIve VICKoTy
in the 3-mile gils
race, which she com-
pleted in 20 minutes.
29.1 seconds, Soph-
omore Kate Borho of
the Warriors bhmed in
a second-place time of
22:237. Willowbrook
sophomope  Viviap
Little (22:34 4) placed
thitd, while sopho-
more Paige Simek
(23:029)  provided
Willowbook  with 4
fourth-place  finish.
Junior Juliet Oddo
(23:30.7) claimed fifth
for the Wamiors in
their win over the Blazers. Oddo finished just
ahead of Willowbrook sophomore Rachel
Simek ¢23:31 .5}, who landed in sixth place.

Addison Trail sophomare Zianys Her-
nandez supplied her wam's best finish in the
race with her ninth-place time of 24:34.8.

Willowbrook junior Legend Alka glided
m 2 finish o the 3-mile boys
race, which be completed in 16 minutes,

Bethany Yurich

rWz:nrrims run past Blazers before
racing at Detweiler Park in Peoria

Alka places fifth at First to the Finish Invitational’s Boys 3A race;
Yurich records a top-25 finish competing in Girls 3A event

]

7 seconds. Senior Thomas Thimo of the
Warriors crossed the finish line in a sec-
ond-place time of 17 minutes, 2.9 seconds.
Thimo edged out senior Ryan Quinney
(17:03.2), who placed third. Senior Kole
Johansen (17:26.9) contributed a fourth-
place finish for the Warriors. Senior Ja-
cob Alexander (17:37.9) of Willowbrook
finished Gfth. Freshman Nico Navarro
(19:18.7) earned a sixth-place finish for
the Warriors.

Freshman Alexis Varges led Addison
Trail's boys team w1th his seventh-place
time of 19:24.7.

Four days afier running against the
Blazers in Lombard, Willowbrook's girls
and bays teams competed iv Saturday’s
First to the Finish Invitational at Detwei-
ler Park in Peoria. The Warriors' girls leam.
placed 16® out of 35 teams in the Girls 3A
level. Willowbrook's boys lcam earned
a 12%-place finish in the standings of the
Boys 3A division, which also included 35
teams. Saturday’s invite wok place on the
course that hosts the IHSA girls and boys
state meets each November.

Alka led the Warriors' boys lmeup in
Peoria with his fifth-place finishing time of
14:52.6 in the 3-mile Boys 3A race. Thi-
mo (16:05 2) finished 57° in the individual
standings, while Johanson (16:32.4) land-
ed in 98" place.

Yurich finished the 3-nile Girls 3A race
in a 23*-place time of 18:50.1. Rachel
Simek (20:32.7) ran o a 95%-place fin-
ish. Little (20:58.9) and Borho (21.10.6)
placed 113% and 122, respectively.

The Montini Catholic girls and boys
cross-country teams parficipated in Sat-
urday’s First to the Finish Invitationnl at

course that hosts the [HSA state meels each
November, both Montini teams delivered
strong performances in the competition.

Montini’s boys team finished fifth out of
51 teams in the standiage of the Boys 2A
cvent, earning the best finish in the invi-
tationat in program history. The Broncos’
girls team placed 20" in the 39-team Girls
2A competition.

Senior Nino Pesola led the Montmi
boys team with his 16™-place finish in the
individual standings in the 3-mile Boys
2A race, which he completed in 15 min-
utes, 242 seconds. Senior Gavin Conway
of the Broncos placed 45* after finjshing
the race in 15:54.7 Sophomore Matthew
Ferris (15:59.4) of Montini ran to a 49%-
place finish.

Pesola, Conway and Ferris earned med-
als for their top-50 finishes in the Boys 2A
race’s individual standings.

Broncos run to suecess in Peona

Detweiller Park in Peoria. Running on the *

Montini Catholic runners who medaled
at Saturday’s First to the Finish Invita-
tional included (left to right) Matthew
Ferris, Nino Pesola, Gavin Conway
and Natalia Pesola. Nino Pesola, Con-
way, and Natalia Pesola are Lombard
residents. (Submitted photo)

Sophomore Natalia Pesola secured a
medal with ber 18*-place finish in Satur-
day's Girls 2A race. She completed the
3-mile race in 19 mimutes, 3.4 seconds.

.Rams smf (From page 10)

with Saturday’s 5-1 win over Whitefish Bay
{(Wisconsin) High School at the ‘Wiscopsin
vs. Illinois Challenge in Loves Park, near
Rocidord. Glenbard East and Whitefish Bay
were locked in a -] tic at halftime. The Raras
erupted for fous goaks i the second half,
Cidenmb supplicd tw gosls and one assist

in Saturday’s victory. Kummer petted two
goals, while senior Yani Guzmau contributed
one goal and ope assist. Junior Daniel Grimal-
do delivered two assists for the Rams. Sopho-
more Michael Szala added one assist,

Glenbard East played a division match
against Glenbard South eadier this week in
Lombard.

The Rams will travel to St. Charles North
for a non-division match on Sept 17.



3100 Robert "Rusty"

STEVENS

FOR counTy BOARD

it Sk
VIEW

also seing OAKBROOK TERRACE

WWW.VILLAPARKREVIEW.COM

For more mformanon contact:
stevensfordupage com

Avthorized and Paid for by Stevens for OuPage

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

VOL. 22 - No. 40

Villa Park remembers, victims, honors heroes of Sept 11 2001
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mmmm-mmmmw mummmdwmmuﬁmmmmum Members. of the Willow-
mmsmwcwwuammm-mmhmmmwummmmwn Fire Station &1, Villa Park Fire Chiel Steve Stapleton
the a special flag. Members ol the Fire Department then raised that fiag on the Station 81 flagpole.

to sign a American
Annhppleyaddnmuorebwﬂpunmnnmlnwmlﬂlphm “Amazing Grace” on the bagplpes near the end of the service. (Photos by Chrig Fox)
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rWomen ‘s Club to host referendum forum Sept. 24 at Wllluwbrook i

‘The Villa Park Women's Club will host “Get
the Facts: Districts 45 & BY Referendum Forum™

session from 6:50 1 T:20 g, Aller a beict it
mm.Dbﬂmeﬂl;nmfm?’ﬂmm
eSHIon

There will also be' tine for apdicuoe guestions
during the event. The event will also be broad-
cast live on the Yilla Park Women's Club Face-
book page @VPSWC.

The Villa Park Women's Club is » community
olwnmlm that lxmgx Tocal womien together
through service, Civie erlgagemment, ind sctivities
that support Villa Park and its residents.

They meet every fourth Tuesday of the month
at the Villa Park Community Recreation Center
at 7 pm. New and potential members arc always
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Cerernony marks 25-year anniversary
of terrorist attacks that killed nearly 3,000

BY CHRIS FOX

The Village of Villa Park held its annual Patriot Day cer-
emony o Friday moming, Sept. }1, 1o mark the annivessa-
ry of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, The ceremony
was held at Fire Station 81, 1440 S. Ardmore Ave

Willowbrook High School’s L.S. Army Junior Reserve
Officers’ Traming Corps (JROTC) presented the colors at
the beginning of the service. Members of Willowbrook's
choir then performed “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

“Today we remember the 2,977 innocent people who lost
their fives in the attacks,” stated Villa Park Fire Chief Steve
Stapleton during his remarks at the ceremony, “We remem-
ber the firefighlers, police officers, emergency medical per-
sonnel, and other first responders who ran toward danger
while others were running away.

They answered the call to serve, knowing the risks, and
many made the uitimate sacrifice.”

Stapleton noted that 323 firefighters and paramcdics
from New York City died while responding to the aftacks
on Sepl. 1}.2001.

“They were professionals who came to work that morn-
ing expecting to help others, and never came home,” he
said.

Stapleton and others who spoke during the ceremony re-
ferred to the nation’s united response Lo the terrorisi anacks
of 25 years ago,

“The story of September 11 is not only one of tragedy.
It is the story of extraordinary courage, compassion and
unity,” stated Stapleton. *“We honor those we lost by con-
tinuing to serve our comumunities with courage and com-
passion. Today we remember the viclims. We honor the he-
roes, and we remember the families who were left behind.”

Villa Park Village Manager Michael Rivas spoke briefly
during the ceremony.

“Every one of us who was alive then remembers exactly
where we were, We remember the shock, the sadness, the
disbelief.” said Rivas. “We also remember something else;
how our nation came together.”

Other speakers included Villa Park Veteruns of Foreign
Wars (VEW) Post 2801 Commander Jim Blankshain.

“It was a cowardly acl.” said Blankshain of the amacks
“People were just going 10 work to provide for their famlies
when it occurred. There were so many beroes that day. Let’s
hope and pray that something like this pever happens again.”

Villa Park Deputy Police Chief Jose Pagan also spoke
during the ceremony, as did Villa Park’s legislative repre-
sentatives in Springfield, State Senator Suzy Glowiak Hil-
ton and State Representative Diane Blair-Sherlock.

“Pm just here to thank all of our first responders and

See PATRIOT DAY, Page 8
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Villa Park residents invited to attend
Autumn Jubilee on Oct. 10 at museum

The Villa Park Community FU.N. (Focus on
Unifying Neighbors) Commission inviles you te
the' fourth annual Autmp Jubilee on Saturday.
QOct. 10, from 11 aum, to 5 pm, at the Villa Park
Historical Museum, 220 S, Villa Ave., along the II-
linois Prairie Path.

Enjoy a fun-filled day featuring food trucks,
sweet freats, beverages, live enterainment. face

S e

Tusepmls

painting, balloon art. ans and crafts, unigue ven-
dors, and local animal rescue groups.
Vilia Park Senior Fair to be held
on Sept. 25 at Recreation Center

The Villa Park Senior Concems Commission
will host the Villa Park Senior Fair on Friday, S
25, from 9 2.m 10 noon at the Villa Park Recreation
Center, 320 E. Wildwood Ave.

Mee1 with local organizations and service pro-

e O T ———

e

viders offering valuable information on health,
wellness, safety. financial resources, recreation,
and communily services,

Free health screenmings, vaccine opportunities,
and helpful resources will be available. Admission
is free, and all seniors, caregivers, and families
are welcome. Vendors include Addison Township,
York Township, Endeavor Heaith, Costco, DuPage
Senior Citizens Council, DuPage Community Ser-
vices, Villa Park Osco (fiu shots) and more.
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Police Reports

The Villi Park Police De-
partment recently reported the
following arvests and citations.
Readers are reminded thal an
arrest does not constitule a
conviction, and that suspects
are considered innocent un-
less proven guilty in a coutt of
law. Persons charged with do-
mestic battery arc nol named
in order to protect the privacy
of vicims. Juveniles age 17 or
yournger are not named.

Sept. 8

A complainant in the 1500
block of N, Ardmore reported
a subject battered them. Nei-
ther party wished 10 sign com-
plaints,

A complainant at Willow-
brook High School reported at
9:28 p.m. Lhat their scooles was
secured in the bike rack. When
the complainant returned to the
rack, it was gone,

A complainant in the 300
block of E. Division reporied
they were the victim of fraud
Sept. 7

Alan Rodriguez. Jaramillo,
24, of Anderson, Indizna, was
charged with aggravated flesing
and eluding a police officer and
driving with unsafe tires near N,
Route 83 and ¢astbound 1-290
at 3:32 u.m. He was trunsported
to the DuPage County Jail.

A 44-vearold North Chi-
cago man was charged with
domestic battery and DUIT a1 a
restaurant in the 300 block of
E. St. Charles at 2:08 a.m. He
was transported Lo the DuPage
County Jail,

A complainant in the 2200
block of Ovaltine reported that
a subject entered their resi-
dence without permission and
loudly demanded they move
their vehicle, The complaant
was alarmed and disturbed by
the snbject, who was issued u
citation.

Sept. 6

Justin A. Robinson, 33, of
Chicago, was arrested on the
ahove date for an onginal com-
plaint and warrant for disor-
derly conduct/breach of peace
stemming from an incident that
allegedly occurred on Aug. 28,

A complainant in the 1-100
block of N, Comell report-
ed they ceased conuact with
a subject, but that the subject
has been driving past the com-
plainant’s home. The com-
plainant later located an Ajrlag
on their vehicle

A complainant tn the 400
bluck of W. Division reported
they heard knucking on their
door and later located damage
1o the door.

t. 5

Audrey Arnada, 21, of Des
Plaines, was charged with three
counts of aggravated flecing
and eluding a police officer near
W.Roosevelt and S, Ardmaore at
11T arme Amnada was maspon
cd to the DuPage County Jail.

Michael F. lozzo. 59, of Vil-
la Park, was charged with vi-
olatios of pre-tfal refease in
the 300 black of E. Wildwood

a1 10:56 p.m. lozzo was trans-
ported to the DuPage County
Jail

A complainant i the 300
block of N. Ardmore report-
ed at 12:57 a.m. that a subject
baitered them. The complainant
did not wish to sign complaints.

A complainant in the 700
block of W. Ruy reported al
2:13 a.m. that 4 subject battered
them. The complainant uvot
wish to sign cornplaints

Sept 4

Alexander M. Yracheta, 35,
of Berwyn, was charged with
DU! and disobeving a traftic
control signal near N. Addisou
and W. North at [1:07 p.m

A 45-year-old mar and 2
36-year-old woman, both of
Villa Park. were cach charped
with two counts of domestic
battery in the 300 block of N.
Princeton at 12:10 p.m. Both
subjects were transported to the
DuPage County Jail,

A complaipant in the 700
block of S. Euclid reported that
4 subject texted them after be-
ing advised L0 cease contact for
prior telephone harassment.

A complainant in the 600
block of S. Illinois rcported
that a subject sent them text
messages that they found 10 be
alarming and disturbing.

A complainanl in the 1-100
block of E. Vermont reported
that a subject battered them and
damaged a tire on their vehicle
The complainant did not wish
1o sign complanis

Sept. 3

A complainant in the 100
block of E. Adams repotied at
9:09 pm. battered them. The
complainant did not wish 10
sign complaints

Officers responded to the re-
port at 9:03 am. at the Metra
depot, 349 N. Ardmore. of a
subject consuming an alcoholic
beverage on 4 public bench and
then littering the container. The
subject was issued citations,

A complainant at a4 laundro-
mat in the 400 block of N, Ar-
dmore reported at 11:30 am.
that the hood emblem 1w their
car had been removed. which
they believed tw be intentional.
Later that day at the same Laun-
dromat, a complainant reported
at 6:56 p.m. that a subject was
attempting 1o sell them jewel-
oy, and during the conversation
their own necklace was taken.

Sept. 2

Roberto Alcala, 55 (home-
less), was issued cilations for
possession of alcoho! in an
open container ip a public place
and possession/consumption ol
alcohol in a rental/residential
ared near W. Terrace and N. Ar-
dmore al 11:46 p.m

A complainant at a store in
the 200 block of W. Raosevell
reported thal 2 subject removed
merchandise  from  display
shelves und left vithout paving.

A complainant in the 400
black oi’ N. Wisconsin reported
a subject damaged the window
on a door, The complainant did
nol wish to siga complaint,

Celebratlng Hill's 50 years with the ||brary

are Ellen Jurkonis, a longtime Vitla Park r

The Villa Park Public Library held a party on Sept. 12 {o recognize Library Director Sandy Hill’s 50 years
of service. Hill's career with the library began when she was hired as a page ln December 1975. She has
served the library in several positions, including desk clerk, cir
circulation and head of technical services before becomlng dlrector in July 2002 Pictured left to right
idert who h

head of 'S

d to coc the party, former library

| Gathering at the Grapevine mkw place this Salurday in Vlla Park

The District 88 Faundation invites parenis, guardians,
wlumnd, staff, comminnity members and friends to gather
for ity third annual Gathering at the Grapevite fundraiser
from 2 0 § p.m. this Saturday, Sept. 19, ar DeVine Wine
and Cacktait Bar, 339 E, Kenilworth Ave. in Villa Park,

Participants must he 21 years of age or older.

Guests will enjoy a4 wine tasting, an ammay of char-
cuteric and desserts, live music, raffic items and more.
Whether you're looking for an aficmoon out with
friends, a unique date-day experience or an opportunity
to reconnect with the District 88 community, Gathering
at the Grapevine dffers the perfect setting (o relax, so-
cialize and support a great cause.

Proceeds from the event fund District 88 Foundation

director Ted Balcom, Hill, former library board president Pat Hubbard, current library board president
Dianne Luebker and Karen Marnell, who works in the library’s business office. {Photo by Chris Fox)

mini-grants, which provide wachers with funding tor in

noevative. teacher-led iniatives that heoetit swdenig and
support leaming experiences that could got otherwise be
funded through the district's regular budget, By attend-
ing, you will help bring new ideas and oppartanities into
District 88 classrooms.

Tickets arc available at www.dupage88 net/Grape-
vineTickets. The District 88 Foundation also weicomes |
businesses, corporations and individuals interested in
supporting the ecvent (0 become a sponsor or make a do-
nation. 1o leam more, go o www.dupage88 net/(irape-
vimeSponsorPacket2026, or contact District 88 Director
of Cammunity Relations Dani Briok a1 dbrnk@dup-
age8R et or 63(-530-3989.

.Pat,iat Day (Continued from page 3)

firefighiers for everything Lhey do cvery day.” said Glowiak
Hilton, who joined Blair-Sherlock in noting the significant
number of current cilizens who aren’t old enough to re-
member the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,

“This is why we do this." said Glowiak Hilton while re-
ferming to the purpose of the Patriot Day observance, which
she described as “a day of remembrance so thul we can tell
our children 20d grandchildren what happened, and how we
came together a8 a group to make the world and the United
States a better place.”

“A lot of us in this room weren't even alive when this
happened,” said Blair-Sherlock, who is a longtime Villa
Park resident.

*So | think it’s important that we share our stories; that
we talk about what happened that day; that we talk about
how we (elt, and that we talk about how this can never hap-
pen again.”

Blair-Sherlock also spoke about Villu Park beimng in
a flight path, and how residents could normally ook up

during a clear dav and sec mulliple planes in the skv.
“We live in a flight pats, and all of o sudden,

silent,” said Blair—Shcrlock in speaking abour the cerie
absence of planes in the sky after the terrorist attacks.

“Let’s also remember what happened after September 11,
and how we all came together,” said Blair-Sherlock at the
conclusion of her ienuariks.

Glenn Nystrom of the United States Coast Guard also
spoke during the ceremony. He pravided information about
the sigmificant contributions the Coast Guard made immedi-
ately after the terrorist attacks, Those contributions mnclud-
ed the organization and coordination to call for all available
baats to munsport up Lo 300,000 people out of Munhattan
within hours of the agtacks.

Near the end of the service, Stapleton mentioned some-
thing new in Lhis year's ceremony. He asked everyonc in
atendance to sign an Amenican flag that was on u table

“This flag represents our community’s shared commit-
ment to rcmember the lives lost. honor the herves who made
the ultimate sacrifice, and recognize the courage and unity
that emerged from one of the darkest days in our nation’s
history.” said Stapleton, He said the flag would be proudly
fiown at the fire departinent that day,

“After it is flown today, it will be carefully preserved and
placed in a shadow box for permanent display a1 Village
Hall.” added Stapleton. Those in attendance then signed the
flag during a brief break. They then gathered near the flag-
pole oulside of the fire station and watched as the special
flag was miscd and Aown just under the traditionai flae that
was already on the flagpole.

Ann Appleyard from Tunes of Glory Pipes and Drums in
Warrenville played ~Amazing Grace™ on the bagpipes aficr
atlendecs gathered outside ncar the end of the ceremony



