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Pictured left to right are Kari ‘evoris, Jill Jurkonis Leach, Naomi Aldana, Jadyn f 
Stefani, Krista durkonis lel Ellen cha Not Sie aeons are} Miteku Branch and 

rial Sct 

Willowbrook High School’s Athletic Booster Club held 
its annual senior athletic banquet near the end of the 2025- 26 
school year. The event featured the presentation of scholar- 
ships and awards to several student-athletes in the school’s 
Class of 2026. _ 

Six student- athletes received the Susan J urkonis Memori- 
al Scoglaip That scholarship honors 1994 Willowbrook 
graduate Susan Jurkor who played 1 and vol- 
jeyball for the Warriors. and received a scholarship to play 
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Six mort of Willowbrook’s Class af 2026 
awarded scholarship honoring Susan Jurkonis — 

volleyball at. Tordyes University, Jurkonis died in 1998, at 
the age of 22, after battling a malignant brain tumor. 

Her Barents; Karl and Elien Jurkonis, joined her two sis 
“ters to” } this 

all Willowbrook graduates. 
” The first of the Susan Jurkonis Memorial Scholarships 
was Br Bratch, Bio 1999. This year’s six recipiemts are: 
wee ea ich, Bi Byme,. ‘Naomi Al 
dana, Jady Bice ea Atty ste 

°Welch oe cae 
harassment instances to Welch’s office in April 2023. Howey- 
er, Welch’s office didn’t address the allegations with Benton _ 
until July that year. 
According to Welch, his chief of staff at the time heard 

sources that there were issues in Ben- 
mi The chief of 2 Clea wimnd Se ee 

in ute Weich sai 

Rineiticee res n remained part of 
cus, and Welch-controlled political funds spent $1.4 million 
in 2024 to help him get reelected. Welch said there had not 
been any formal complaints against Benton at the time, as the 
staff member did not want to file a complaint with the LIG- 

you have to ae t 
Weich said that 2023 documentation eet 

1 

office by two ) State ae ee 
learned about 

A written report wasn’t filed with the LIG until March 4 

which he kept pear after their implementation under for- 
mer Speaker Mike Madigan—“were not adequate” and his” 
office is working to come up with stronger procedures. — 

Sexual harassment in the House was a problem for Madi- 
gan in 2018 and it eroded trust with lawmakers, who ultimate- 
dy forced him out in 2021 as a corruption scandal grew. 

sie 
incidents we! ares votes : 

chief of of oN chief ethics fice and 

ne of Madigan’ ‘Ss as pohiieal Sey Kevin Quinn, 
and his chief of staff, Tim Mapes, were both hit with their 

__ own allegations of inappropriate behavior. 
Eight years later, Benton’s case and Welch’s response to it 

have again put workplace conduct and sexual harassment in 
the House back in the spotlight. 

“Jt takes all of us to change a culture,” Welch Said. “By. 
“ery { sees something should say something. ' We should 
have an environment where people are comfortable to say 
something, and it’s not going to be fixed by one person alone. 

ing to take all of us, and for me, that’s where the sys- 

operations in the House. Currently, district staffers 
epee HR concerns like sexual harassment to the Tepresen- 
tative that employs them. Welch said that “c 

" Sstie iat mem itation” and he is looking at ways to 
beac? mbcahers report to the speaker's o} ee ee 

also establishing a House Democratic working 
ture and accountability” that will be led by Rep. 

Avelar, D-Romeoville. Welch’s working groups typ- 
ge of policy recormendations that eventu- 

: they believe that too—that it e- 
2 1.” Welch said. ik goes to t eI 

goes to hostil work environment. There’s a lot of things that 
need to be addressed to change the culture.” 

1 ions for changes. 
, D-Hoffman” Estates, is the baty? Demo: 

a year for working on a budget bill without his permission. 
~ “At best, his failure to adequately respond to sexual harass- 
ment complaints is the quence of poor mi 

sponsibility,” Crespo said in an-opinion piece published. 
by the Tribune. "SAt worst, the speaker doesn’t take sexual ha- — 

" rassment seriously and his office normalizes such behavior. e 
Other Democrats have criticized Welch’s actions and han- _ a 

“dling of the situation but ge shot off calling on es to 
resign. 

eg 

ils, some of which could be on the doskes Ak 

Welch said he’s also bringing in an outside ipvestgaigt to 
ee > : 

and 
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7 dein lors o Maar sity dari Bain owe fer | tlic atiherand oibareneity : 
_ summer camp for kids, which concluded on July 24. Pictured left to right: (front 
3 row) Avery Schwanderlik, izzy t A : in, Ellie Fieri and Alexa’ — 
_ Thon; {back row) Soleil Martin, Brooke Turner, Dew, Elizabeth Deany, 

F ot Hib Le a ald alka le opel er against 
| Glenbard East in Villa Park on Friday, Aug. 21. (Photo by Chris: : 

Willowbrook holds Community Nig
ht this Friday 

_ Willowbrook 
denis, parents/guardi i, staff, com- students. This event is a time to come together’ ~ 

members and ds to celebrate the {0 enjoy an evening of fun, fellowship: ‘a } munity | I 
start of the 2026-27 school year by attending Warrior Pride. 
t Activities will) bepin in Willowbrook’s 
Night this Friday, Aug. 14. dium at 6 pan. Gates'will open at 5:30 pm. 

Silver and Biue Community Night, which Admission is free. eo will Meg avai 
will feature a showcase of the school’s fall xz 

it icular activities, is — 
fo welcome and thank all Wil- 

/ Amanzia Termini, Kaylee Fortuna and Kyri Burrit. The dance team will perform: | 

Steer invites all stu- partership in building” positive futures: for Wy 

‘Senior quarte! ic lara Arete vic: guldéa Mont to 24 penny? victories 
and IHSA siate Rite) adhd lk im 2024 and 2025, is pictured above ee the 
Broncos’ first practice of 2026 season on Aug. 5. (Submitted phi 

| Broncos begin 2026 quest 
for third straight: state title 

The Montini Catholic football team 
held its first practice of the 2026 sea- 
_son on Wednesday, Aug. 5. 

The Broncos are seeking their third 
straight IHSA state championship. 
Montini won the Class 3A state title in 

The Montini program has won 24 
Straight games. The' cos WOT their 
last Eo pasiet/os tip 2024 ealtpaie : 

They then: posted a perfect 1 

Montini will open its 2026 seed Montini senior offensive tackle Gavin 
: with an Aug. 2! homie game against Ericson of Lombard runs through drills 
Hoopeston Area High School. at practice on Aug. § di (Submitted photo) 

New turf in place at Montini 

ynthetic surtace at Montini Catholic ‘High School's John L. Dufty 
Stadium is in place for the start of the 2026-27 schoo! year. Fifteen 

_ years ago, a synthetic surface was installed te replace the stadium's grass 

fel That suriace was removed and roplaod in June, The new fields named 
sfhirtng (reer pay honor of Montini’s former football coach. Andriano 
gui the Bron 

as the program’s head coach. (Submitted photo) 
to six IHSA state championships during his 38-season 

nies (1979-2016) 
iowa ‘stakeholders for their support and 
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Willowbrook dance ca mp. 
q Tad 

spirit at 
ti 5 Th ' i 
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(Bernardi) Figueroa row, left) and her sister, Tabitha Bernardi 
(top row, right) are pictured at the end of the Willowbrook High Schoo! dance 
‘team’s five-day summer camp for kids, which concluded July 24. They are 
pictured with Sabrina’s daughters, (front row, left to right), Ivy (age 3) and Emry 

| {age 9) Figueroa. Sabrina (Class of 2010) and Tabitha (Class of 2024) were both 
| om t dance team. (Photo by Chris Fox) 

, More storm damage around Lombard 
i # Pr 

The July 27 storms 
that passed through 
Lombard downed 
numerous trees, 
including this tree 

=| pictured above on 

of Harrison Road. 
The left photo from 
July 28 shows a tree 
limb on Grace Street 
near Washington 
Boulevard in Lombard. 
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_.Website Development 
Designed in WordPress and includes: 

¥ Hosting 
7 Unlimited Edits _ 

/ ADA Compliant _ 

Engine Optimization (SEO) 
i / 5 SEO Keywords - “ 

satieeareeniall 
—...+$200 ; 

_ Generate eve re leads with 
Search Engiie Marketing (SEM)E 

Lust S499 oral 

Startup fee $250 (one time} 
_ "Z-month commitment. $1,000 fee if transferred within one year. 

_} (Photos by Chris Fox) 

The Moreci Family Invites You to Experience 
Finest Selection « ‘ 

a-Kind Gou 

Cuisine. Rober 

Inquire about our private party luncheo: 
Graduations, Confirma 

Fall Slab i Ow 16 tT . 
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d the Most Improved Award. (Submitted photo) 

) season. — 
F winnings ‘the division title, the Waves Lilian Vish 

ie end-of-season party later in the 

Bethe pbk ee atl (Photo by Chris Fox} 

€ the 
| year by attending 

Sorin Bie Communi nn bre 
ee 14. 

Coppersmith eams scholarship 
Allie Coppersmith, a member of Willowbrook High 

School’s Class of 2026, recently received a $1,000 
Tiiinois High Schoo! Activities Foundation Scholarship. 

The scholarship is an award given to Hlinois high 
school seniors who plan to pursue careers in education 
as teachers, coaches or officials. 

Applicants had to submit a video reflecting on how 
high schoo} participation impacted their lives and 
demonstrate their intent io major in education or serve 
as a coach of official. 

ber of Willow- 


