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Park district announces planned water park opening

The Bensenville Park District announced during
a special meeting of the Board of Commissioners
on June 3 that it pianned to open the Bensenvilie
‘Water Park at noon Tuesday, June 9, provided there
are no additional weather or construction-related
delays.

The board voted 5-0 to authorize an expenditure
not to exceed $20,000 for the repair project, which
district officials estimate will cost approximately

Work continues to progress at the facility. The
water park’s diving weli has been filled, and the
zero-entry pool is currently being filled while final
Tepairs are completed.

During the meeting, Executive Director Joe
Vallez provided an update on the repairs, explain-
ing that an expansion joint must be replaced and
a waterproof membrane installed. The issues stem
from the expansion and contraction of the pool’s

To better understand the source of the problem.
the park district hired a third-party engineering firm
to core the 50-year-old pool basin. The investigation
identified areas of movement within the subsurface
that contributed to the repairs now underway.

*“Our staff, consultants and contractors have
worked diligently to identify the issue and imple-
ment a solution that aliows us to safely welcome
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in Bensenville.

The family-friendly exhibit will be open during
regular museum hours: 10 a.m. io 1 p.m. Tuesdays
and noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.

1920 and 1960.

The exhibit features detailed HO scale-model
railroad modules depicting the three Aurora box-
car camps where Mexican railroad workers estab-

personal stories selected for display by Program
Superv:scr Katrina Frank. Additional displays
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Historical Society holds annual ice cream social July 3

The Villa Park Historical Society will host its
annual Ice Cream Social on Friday. July 3, from
7-9 p.m. The social will take place at the Villa Park
Historical Musenm Arcade at 220 8. Villa Ave. in

Villa Park.

Admission to the event is free; donations are

appreciated. Museum hours run from

more information.

10 a.m. to

9 p.m. on July 3. Visit the VPHM website (vﬂ!apa~
rkhistoricalsociety.org) or call 630-941-0223 for

The popular ice cream social is a fun way io
celebraie the Fourth of July in Villa Park. Walk or
ride your bike or scooter on over for some fun bal-
loon magic, hear music with a DI and enjoy an ice

cream treat at the VPHM Arcade (the archways on
the west end of the building).

Don’t forget to step inside for a peek at the model

museun.

train—set up especially for this event every year.
The Elmhurst Model Railroad Club will set up its
“T” Trak N-Scale Model Train Exhibit inside the

Conboy, Farqhar make hlstory in Villa Park Troop 199

Willowbrook 2026 grads
are troop’s first two females

to earn rank of Eagle Scout |

Lity Conboy and Teresa Fargu-
har are Villa Park Troop 199’s first
female Scouts to achieve the presti-
gious rank of Bagle Scout.

A member of Willowbrook High
School’s Class of 2026, Conboy
achieved Eagle Scout distinction —
the highest attainable rank in Scout-
ing — on Dec. 29,2025,

Since joining Troop 199 in 2020,
Conboy has demonstrated excep-
tional leadership, perseverance,
and dedication to service. As part
of her Eagle Scout journey. Conboy
earned 32 merit badges and held key
leadership roles—including Semior
Patrol Leader, Den Chief, and Quar-
termaster— guiding younger Scouts
and helping to lead troop acrivities.

For her Eagle Scout project, Con-
boy planned and led a diaper drive
acnd packaging project with The
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were collected and distribuied. mak-
ing a meaningful and lasting impact
on local families. Conboy’s Eagle
Scout project refiects her compas-
sion, initiative, and commitment (o
helping others.

Conboy plans to attend Southern
1llinois University and earn a degree
in nursing

Lily Conboy (le‘l‘t) and Teresa Farquhar (right) are pictured durlng wm- vbrook’s
service on May 17. Conboy plans 1o attend Southern lllinois and earn a d in
will attend College of DuPage to study criminal justice and fire science. (Photos by Chris F Fox)

pro]ect fmm orgamzmg volunieers

har, aiso a ber of Wil-
lowbmok’s Class of 2026, earned
the rank on April 26. Throughout
her Bagle Scout journey, she demon-
strated the values of responsibility,
integrity, and compassion, growing
into a leader who consistently steps
forward to support others and make
a positive impact in her community.
For her Eagle Scout project. Far-’
quhar designed and built
garden boxes at York Township for
local seniors. By creating raised
garden beds, she provided seniors
with the opportunity to grow their
own fresh produce without physical
strain, while also helping to supply
nutritious food to families in need.
Farquhar led every aspect of the

Is and solving
pmblems along the way. The ex-
perience helped her gain valuable
skills in communication. patience
and accountability. Farguhar’s proj-
ect stands as a lasting contribution,
demonstrating how thoughtful lead-
ership and service can create mean-
ingful, long-term change.

Farquhar has applied the disci-
pline and focus developed through
Scouting to compete on Willow-
brook’s girls bowling team, and
10 help establish the Jupior ROTC
battalion at the school. She plans 1o
attend College of DuPage 1o study
criminal justice and fire science,
to serve her community in law en-
forcement and public safety.

Conboy (left) poses for a photo with her parents. Farquhar (right)
earned the rank of Eagle Scout on April 26. (Submitted photos)

Villa Park firefighters respond to fire at home on Terry Lane; no injuries reported

On Monday, June 1, at approxi-

mately 12:30 pam., tthﬁla Park Fu'e
d to a rep

structure fire at a residence in the 200
block of Terry Lane. Upon arrival,
crews found fire showing from the
roof of a detached garage. According
to the fire department, crews quickly

deployed a hose line and began ex-
tinguishing the fire. Other crews re-
moved the garage door, and the fire
was quickly extinguished.

Fire damage was limited to the ga-
rage itself, stated the fire department.
No surrounding structures or the resi-
dence were damaged.

The residents and their dogs were
evacuated from the residence as a pre-
caution.

No injuries were reported.

“The fire is believed to have started
at an electrical connection to an ex-
terior light, based on a preliminary
investigation by the Villa Park Fire

Investigation Unit,” related the de-
partment.

Crews from Elmhurst, Lombard,
Oakbrook, Oakbrook Terrace, and
York Cenier assisted the Villa Park
Fire artment on the scene. The
Villa Park Police Department also
provided assistance.
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2026 Fallen
Firefighter
service honors
Iiinois heroes

Ada'sion firefighter Casciola
a Medal of Honor recipient

Firefighters from across the
state were honored at the 33rd
annual Iilinois Fallen Firefighter
Memorial and Firefighter Medal
of Honor Awards Ceremony on
May 12.

The Fallen Firefighter Memo-
Tial service was held at the Fire-
fighter Mermorial on the grounds
of the Illinois State Capitol 10
honor Illinois firefighters lost
in the line of duty. Following
the ceremony at the Capitol, the
Medal of Honor Ceremony took
place at the Bank of Springfield
Center in Springfield.

This year’s ceremony recog-
nized firefighters for their cour-
age, professionalism and dedica-
tion to protecting communities
across Illinois.

Thirteen firefighters received
the Firefighter Excelience Award
for acts of service in the line of
duty, while three firefighters re-
ceived the Medal of Valor for
acts of heroism or bravery in the
face of danger.

Two firefighters received the
Medal of Honor — the highest
award given by the State of Illi-
nois to a firefighter for outstand-
ing bravery or heroism above
and beyond the call of duty. This
year's Medal of Honor recipi-
ents were Firefighter/EMT Kevin
McNJcholas of the Chicago Fire

and Firefi ara-
medlc Gino Casciola of the Addi-
son Fire Protection District.

Senate Republicans noted that
the annual ceremony serves as a
reminder of the courage. selfiess-
ness, and dedication shown by
the brave men and women who
risk their lives in service to the
people of Illinois.
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Addison resident
eams Montini's
Bell Memorial
Scholarship

Special recognition was given to recent
graduate  Zongyuan (Chailyn) Lyu, an
Addison resident, during Montini Cath-
olic’s tecent Senior
Celebration ~Award
Ceremony. Lyu was
awarded the school’s
Dorothy Bell Me-
morial Scholarship,
awarded annually to
a graduating senior
who has demonstrat-

Zongyuan ed strong academic
(Chailyn) Lyu  achievement  along
with exceptional
promise in the areas of engineering, cre-
ativity, innovation and vision. It recog-
nizes a smdent whose talents suggest the
potential to shape and build: the future in
meaningful ways.

At Montini’s Senior Celebration Award
ceremony, Lyu was also celebrated for earn-
ing the President’s Award for Academic Ex-

1 as well as the Gold Academic Med-

During its May 18 meeting, the Districi 88 Board of gnized three e 1
leaders as recipients of the Dr. Scott J. Henon in E i L p Award.
Pictured from left: Dr. Helton’s y; award Josh Chamb

award recipient Gina Ziccardi; and Dr. Helton s middie son, Joe, an assistant principal at
Willowbrook. Not pictured is award recipient Adrian Taliey. (Submitted photo)

District 88 recognizes three new recipients
of Helton Excellence in Leadership Award

During its May 18 meeting, the District 88
Board of Bducation recognized three education
leaders as recipients of the Dr. Scott J. Helton
Excellence in Educational Leadership Award, es-
tablished in honor of the late District 88 superin-
tendent.

The recipients were Josh Chambers, assistant
superintendent for uman resources at Glenbard
District 87; Gina Ziccardi, associate superinten-
dent for student learning at Community High
School District 99; and Adrian Talley, superinten-
dent of Indian Prairie School District 204.

Helton passed away on Dec. 10, 2020. He had
more than 33 years of experience in education and

served in 2 variety of capacities, including as prin-
cipal of District 88’s Addison Trail High School
for 11 years and as superintendent of the district
since 2012.

The DuPage Division of the Illinois Associ-
ation of School Administrators established the
Award in 2021. The honor is not necessarily to be
given annually, but it allows for superintendents
to nominate a colleague or a leader within their
own school district who represents characteristics
such as humility, gratitude. allyship, positivity
and advocacy.

To see the full award details, visit www.dupage
88.net/site/public/files/?item=6041.
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al for Technology. She is a College Board
AP Scholar with Distinction and a member
of Montini’s National Honor Society and Mu
Alpha Theta Math Honor Society.

A mernber of Montini’s Math Team, she
played a key role in the Broncos® eighth-
place finish at the THSA state finals this past
April. She was also part of the team’s state
champion Calculator Team, helping secure
the 2026 THSA state championship fitle.

Additionally, Lyn was named one of only
14 seniors earning Montini’s prestigious St.
John Baptist De La Salle Award.

“We are incredibly proud of Chailyn
and all she has achieved during her time
as a Bronco,” said Principal Chris Tiritilli.
““She has consistently led by exampie, both
in and out of the classroom, and has earned
the respect of her peers and teachers alike.
‘We have no doubt that she will continue
to thrive and make a positive difference
wherever her future takes her.”

Chailyn plaos to atiend the University
of Southern California and major in math/
£CONOMics.
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