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Village board approves new liquor license fees jaxens 
Board members adopt amended proposal; businesses without video gaming won't face any 

increases in 2026; businesses that offer video gaming will have their liquor license fees tripled 
By Chris Fox 
VILLA PARK REVIEW 

Villa Park Village Board 
members yoted during their 
Oct. 13 meeting to increase 
several of the village’s liquor 
license fees as of Jan. 1, 2026. 
Businesses with liquor licens- 
es and video gaming will face 
steep increases in their fees, 

while businesses that don’t 
offer video gaming won't see 
increases in their liquor li- 
cense fees. 

Some owners of Villa Park 
businesses spoke early in the 
Oct. 13 meeting and criticized 
the proposed fee increases. 
Village board members stated 
later in the meeting that liquor 
license fees had not changed 
in recent years, despite a 2019 
village ordinance that called 
for annual fee increases to be 
linked to the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI). According to the 

village, liquor license fees 
were supposed fo rise annual- 
ly at a rate consistent with the 
CPI in recent years, but the 

i village i 

er of Mortadeli (357 S. Ard- 
more Ave.) also addressed the 

board. Delulio stated that food 
costs are “through the roof” 
and that the village takes in 
revenue from the sales her 
business makes. Delulio said 
she was never informed of 
the proposals to raise liquor 
license fees. 

“People are going to have 
to close their doors; this is 
insane,” said Delulio while 
complaining about the pro- 

owner of Fitz’s Irish Bulld 

“A jot of that was non 
sense and things could have 
opened up a lot earlier,” said 
Demirdjian, who noted that 
he received no advance no- 
tice from the village about the 

gaming. She described the 
proposed increases as “enor- 
mous” and said they should 
be reconsidered. 

“If’s very complicated; our 
liquor | code itself Seems very 

” said Kumar. in liquor 
license fees. During his com- 
ments, Demirdjian stated he 
understood there were about 
86 liquor licenses in the vil- 
lage. Village board members 
did not confirm that number 
during the meeting. 
Previous village 
administration never 

fi d 2019 ordi: 
(314 W. St Charles Road), 
addressed the board and noied 
some of the current challeng- 
es his business faces. 

“Costs in the last five years 
have skyrocketed so much,” 

Fitzharris said. “Utilities, in- 
surance, food costs, liquor 

costs, everything.” Fitzharris 

then referred to the village’s 

that called for annual 
increases in liquor 
license fees; those 
annual increases were 
linked to the Consumer 
Price Index 

Villa Park Village Presi- 

dent Kevin Patrick said during 
the Oct. 13 meeting that the 

village’s liquor control com- 

Trustee Tina Konstatos 
referred to Eimburst’s reduc- 
tion in liquor license fees. She 
noted that Elmhurst is a home 
tule community, while Villa 

Park is not. She also stated 
that Elmhurst is considering 
an increase in its property tax- 
es, and that Elmhurst does not 
allow video gaming at its bars 
and restaurants. 

Konstatos, who  men- 
tioned three times that she is 
a small business owner, said 
she would like to protect es- 

iblished bars and 
in Villa Park by limiting the 
number of such new business- 
es that open in the village. 
Kozar makes mation to 

quor less than 50 percent rey- 
enue, with no video gaming) 
at their current rates. Those 
current fees are $1,900 for 
AAAA licenses and $2,000 
for HEEE licenses. 

Villa Park’s other liquor 
license classes include AAA, 

AA, A, EEE, EE, 1, Land Z. 
The village’s liquor com- 

mission recommended that 
the AAAA rate rise from 
$1,900 to $3,000, and that the 
EEEE rate rise from $2,000 to 
$3,000. 

Speaking during the 
meeting. Kozar proposed an 

Roar to the proposed 

village ordinance. His propos- 
al called to tmple the liquor 
license fees for businesses 
that offered video gaming. He 
said that if businesses wanted 
to transfer their licenses to a 
class that didn’t offer gaming, 
they could make that change. 

Page 3 

REVIEW 

“We have overwi 
food and b tax. Ac- 
cording to the Village of Villa 
Park website, the rate of the 

Ie s Places For Hating or 
tion did not impli those. 
increases. 

Village business owners 
their d 

Tax is 1.5 percent 
of the gross receipts received 
by the restaurant. This tax is 
in addition to other taxes on 

ot proposed increases 
The proprictors of Villa 

Park businesses with liquor 
licenses who spoke during 
the meeting included Debbie 

DeMito, owner of DeMito's 
Saloon (335 E. Kenilworth 

Ave.) and De Vine (339 E. 
Kenilworth Ave.), who asked 

why the proposed increases 
hadn’t been brought to her at- 
tention. DeMito also referred 
to the food and beverage tax 
that her businesses already 

pay. 
“Every month we pay a 

substantial amount to Vil- 
la Park for this food tax,” 
said DeMito while speaking 

food and beverages. 
“Tvs squeezing us out of 

business,” said Fitzharris after 
he spoke about higher costs 
and the village’s food and 
beverage tax. 

Fitzharris mentioned that 
he also owns a business in 
Eimt He d to El 

has been di 
the issue of liquor license fees 
for two months. He said that 
commission's recent meetings 
can be viewed on YouTube. 
He also said that busimess 
owners can reach out to vil- 
Jage board members and the 
liquor ‘ission by email. 

his motion cals for no 
increases for AAAA and 
EEEE establish 

in this village thati: is 
against gaming, against more 
gaming, against the way that 

which don’t include — 
video gaming; Kozar 
calls for tripling 
of license fees for 

with video 
Village attorney Ryan Mos- 

ton said there were a couple 
of _Tevisions to the proposed 

gaming 
Trustee Jack Kozar said he 

didn’t have a problem with 
as it in 

board members’ packets for 
the meeting. One error re- 
garded the: Bate control 

mburst recently lowering its 
liquor license fees. 

“Ws very hard to own a 
small 

tion for AAAA liquor licens- 
es. The current fee is $1,900. 
According to information i in 

the village’s current 
annual fees for two classes of 
licenses —AAAA (tavern, full 

liquor on premises, plus pack- 
age sales, with no video gam- 
ing) and BEEE (restaurant, 

unrestricted; on-premises 
only; seated/table service, li- 

we've imp d gaming, 
so for something so unpopu- 
Jar, I think it’s fair that there’s 

compensation to the village 
for the village's imcreased 
costs,” claimed Kozar, who 

stated that he used to own a 
business that had a license 
that allowed for gaming, but 
he chose not to have gaming 
at his business. 

Kozar stated that from Jan- 
uary to August of this year, 
revenue for village busmesses 
with gaming was more than 

Fitzharris stated. 
John Demirdjian, who 

owns The Captain’s Room 
(212 S. Villa Ave.) with his 
wife, Kristen, addressed the 
board and stated his business 

during the ing’s 
for public comments on agen 
da items. “Now, on top of that, 
to more than double our liquor 
license, you're really putting 
the squeeze on us.” 

DeMito and other speakers 
during the meeting mentioned 
that Elmburst recently de- 
creased its liquor licenses. 

“} think you're not only 
going to scare away potential- 
ly new business; I think you 
may scare away existing busi- 
ness,” DeMite added. 

Maryann Delulio, the own- 

is ing one year in op- 
eration. 

“We've had a very good 
year,” Demirdyjian said. He 
added, however, that there 
were significant start-up costs 
for his business. Demirdjian 
stated that many businesses 
suffered a great deal during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Shutdowns crushed peo- 
ple,” said Demirdjian, who 
added that some businesses 

are still trying to dig out of the 
hole caused by pandemic-re- 
lated shutdowns. 

P 1 ghd © d ree- 
ommendation was to raise the 
fee to $4,500. Morton said the 
recommendation was to raise 
that fee to $3,000, not $4,500. 

The other change, said 
Morton, was related to the 
codifying the 2019 village 
ordinance that stated liquor 
license fees shall be increased 
every year in an amount Te- 
lated to the CPL Morton said 
the village’s records show 
that those increases were nev- 
er implemented in the last six 
years. 

Trustee Deepasriya Ko- 
mar mentioned the period of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when many restaurants were 
forced to close. Kumar said 
there should be a different 
fee for businesses with video 

- trick-or-treating hour 
ele year's holiday trick-or-treating hours a are the 

1e as last years—3 to 8 p.m. — 
during their’ Oct. 13. ican gt ae 

Sa 
te ae pia ot aie oa fs 

Se eerouiea tannin official 2025 Halloween trick-or-treating hours in the — 
Sen ee eeee : 

‘hours 08 to8p.m. is Hallowee ect doy, 608 3h Aye? : 
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Middle-schoolers 
join Willowbrook’s 
marching band 

Srh, I's ik High 

The students in 

Rants 

cently held its annua! Band Day, The marching band 
welcomed young musicians from Jackson, Jetier- 
son and Albright ce Scnonls oo eee 

marching band on the field to perform before that 
evening's varsity football game. Before playing 
“The Star-Spangled Banner,’ the students from Wil- 
lowbrook’s feeder schools teamed with the high 

Gg band re- 

6-8 joined Willowbrook’s 

“Livin fa vida 
loca.” 

's 9 band to p 
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Warriors take home the third-place tro 
Late TD pass from Smiz to Edison lifts Willowbrook to an exciting quarterfinal win; after losing to Whitney 

Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025 

ophy in the 

semifinal round, the Warriors win the third-place contest and commie t their season with a 23-1 record 
Willowbrook’s fiag foot- 

ball team finished its 2025 
season by winning the third- 
place trophy in the THSA state 
tournament, which ended on 
Saturday on the Warriors’ 
home field in Villa Park. 

The Warriors earned their 
berth in the state quarterfinals 
in Villa Park by winning the 
title at the South Elgin Sec- 
tional on Oct. 14. Willow- 
brook then advanced to the 
semifinal round with their 
thrilling last-second victory 
in Friday night’s quarterfinal 
game. 

The Warriors suffered their 
only Toss of the 2025 season 
in Saturday’s semifinal con- 
test against Whitney Young. 
Willowbrook returned to the 
field on Saturday to complete 
its season with a 30-0 win 

over the team from Chicago’s 
Perspectives Charter School: 
in the third-place contest. 

The Warriors finished their 
season with a 23-1 record. 

Maine South defeated 
Whitney ae 26-6 in Sat- 

scored two touchdowns 
during the second quarter to 
take a 14-6 lead. Junior Janell 
Adams of Willowbrook de- 
livered a 6-yard touchdown 
run late in the second quarter 
to reduce Kenwood’s lead to 
14-12 by halftime. 

The second half re- 
mained scoreless until Edi- 
son’s last-second touchdown 
catch, which electrified the 

Warriors’ supporters in at- 
tendance. Video clips of Ed- 
ison’s go-ahead touchdown 
were captured from multiple 
angles and posted online. 
Smrz launched a high pass 
over the middle of the field: 
Edison caught the pass on the 
run near the 10-yard line and 
sprinted into the end zone to 
give Willowbrook the lead 
and complete a five-play, 80- 
yard scoring drive. 

“To make such a big, 
game-changing play, in front 
of our student section, in front 
of our families, on our home 
turf—t’ ve never felt anything 
like it.” said Smrz of Friday's 

game, 
shortly after the third-place 
matchup. 

One year ago, the War- 
‘iors won a sectional title to 
advance to the quarterfinal 
round of the [HSA’s inaugu- 

down pass. “To 
do it with her [Edison] meant 
the most to me. She’s like my 
sister.” : 

“The only thought in my 
head was—catch the ball,” 
said Edison of her game-win- 
ning apt ae against the 

d. “Tt was ral state event in flag footb 
Willowbrook’s 2024 season 
ended with a loss to Whitney 
Young in a quarterfinal battle 
in Villa Park. 

The Warriors, who opened 
this year’s post-season by 
posting two decisive victories 
to win a regional champion- 
ship on their home field, be- 
gan last week’s hectic sched- 
ule with a 28-0 victory over 
Naperville Central in a semi- 
final game at the South Elgin 
Sectional on Oct. 13. One day 
ater, Willowbrook earned its 
berth in the state quarterfinals 
with a dominant 44-0 win 
over Wesi Aurora in the sec- 
tional final in South Elgin. 

The Warriors advanced 

to the semifinal round of the 
state tournament with Friday 
night’s dramatic 20-14 win 
over Chicago’s Kenwood 
Academy High School. The 
B of K d led 

teally Tate Their defense 
was really good. It was defi- 
nitely tough, but I had confi- 
dence that we were going to 
wip.” ~ 

Smrz completed 33 of 
52 passes for 305 yards in 
Friday’s win. Junior Jada 
Langston of the Warriors 

Willowbrook’s Iead to 18-0. 
Langston’s second touch- 
down of the contest—a 9-yard 
reception from Smrz late in 
the third quarter—pushed 
the lead to 24-0. Junior Lilli 
Macias scored the Warriors’ 
final touchdown of the game 
on a 16-yard pass from junior 
Kaitlyn Santos. ‘ 

“It’s hard to have a heart- 
breaking loss, and then 
bounce back and stil] handle 
business,” said Willowbrook 

coach Rachel Karos after 
the Wartiors’ victory in the 
third-place game. “I am su- 
per proud of the fact that we 
finished strong and got to end 
the season with a win.” 

Shortly after the Warriors 
accepted their individual 
medals and their third-place 
trophy, Maine South and 
Whitney Young took the 
field in Villa Park for the 

State-championship —_ game. 
Maine South beat Whitney 
Young 26-6 to claim this 
year’s state title. 

Willowbrook formed its 
flag football program about 
three years ago, before the 
THSA sanctioned the sport 
and held the inaugural state 
tournament in 2024. The Chi- 
cago Public League and the 
Chicago Bears joined togeth- 
er to host state championship 
events af the Bears’ Halas 
Hall facility in 2022 and 
2023. The Warriors won the 
2022 state title, beating Chi- 
cago’s Taft High School ane 
in the championship 
in October 2022 to Contin 
their inaugural season with a 
perfect 9-0 record. Smrz was _ 
a member of that 2022 cham- 

made eight receptions for 104 
yards. Edison provided eight 
catches for 89 yards. 

The Warriors took a 6-0 
lead in Saturday's semifinal 
contest when Adams ran 38 
yards for a touchdown with 
4:38 left in the first quarter. 
Whitney Young evened the 
score al 6-6 on a 48-yard pass 
with 8:49 left in the second 

. Whitney Young’s de- 
fense scored the only points 
of the second half on an in- 
terception and 30-yard return 
for a touchdown with FAD 

ing in the third quarter. 
Willowbrook 14-12 in the 
game’s closing seconds. The 
Warriors took the lead when 
senior Marli Smrz completed 

__ Less than an hour after los- 
ing in the semifinal round, the _ 
Warriors returned to the field 
19) cones their season by 

hird-pl game 
@ 29-yard touchdown pass to 
junior McKenzie Edison with 
just 10.7 seconds to play. 
Smrz then comnected with 
junior Liz Pettinger on a suc- 
cessful two-point conversion 
pass. 

Pettinger scored the War- 
tiors’ first touchdown of Fri- 
day’s quarterfinal game on a 
3-yard reception from Smrz 
in the first quarter. Kenwood 

against ete Smrz 
threw a 6-yard touchdown 
pass to Langston to give the 
Warriors a 6-0 lead in the 
first quarter. Smrz then rap 
13 yards for a touchdown to 
boost the lead to 12-0 in the 
second quarter. Smrz fired 
a 28-yard touchdown pass 
io Pettinger in the middle of 
the third quarter to increase 

team as a fi 

playing as a wide receiver 
and a cornerback. Willow- 
brook's 2023 team won the 
third-place trophy at the state 
fournament at Halas Hall. 
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Willowbrook’s flag football team completed its 2025 season by winning the third- 
place trophy in the IHSA state tournament, which concluded on Saturday on the War- 
iors’ home field in Villa Park. Willowbrook earned a berth in the state quarterfinals 
with its 44-0 victory over West Aurora in the championship game of the South Elgin 
peaoie on Oct. 14. One photo shows the Warriors celebrating with their sectional 

after that victory. Willowbrook faced Kenwood in one of Friday's four quar- 
nal games in Villa Park. The Warriors scored a last-second touchdown to earn 2 

pay and advance to Saturday's semifinal round. Whitney Young edged Wil- 
lowbrook 12-6 in one of Saturday's semifinal contests to hand the Warriors their first 
loss of the season. Willowb' with a 30-0 victory over the 
team from Chicago’s Pi Charte Saturday’s third-place contest. 
Be Ree iad coctcn oni 221 recor Maine South deteatad Whitney 
Young 26-6 in Saturday's state-championship game. 

Warriors move to 5-3 after crushing Proviso East 49-14 
Willowbrook wraps up its regular season with this Friday’s District 88 

tussle at Addison Trail 
The} Willowbrook football team — passes in the first half of Friday's quarter. 

improved to 5-3 overall and 4-1 in victory. Reed fired a 61-yard Willowbrook will close out its 
the West Suburban Gol ference — touchdown pass to senior Otis Powell 207 pacenne eon Sie ee ’s 
following Friday’s decisive 49-14 to provide the Warriors’ first points of 88 riv: 
ee ee " the game. Powell hauled in another ‘Addison Trail. The Blazers will ent 

‘The Warriors, who have won four — aware | trap Reeniaies Sagan mah ans rial roth 
straight games, scored seven first-half in the first half. “se unblemished nce mark 

touchdowns to build a 49-0 halftime O50. Ir Addison Tell wins Fiday's 
Tead over Proviso East, which dropped — 4 battle, it will claim sole possession of 

"to 1-7 overall and 0-6 im conference the c title. 1f the Warriors 
play. Willowbrook scored four po eae beat the Blazers, there will likely be 
touchdowns in the first quarter and reception for the Warriors. Senior a three-way tie for the conference 
added three more touchdowns inthe Rashad Morrison scored a defensive ionship, with Downers Grove 
"second quarter. The two teams played touchdown in the second when South joining Willowbrook and _ 
the entire second half with a running he scooped up a Proviso able ison Trail with conference records 
clock. and raft six yards for a touchdown. of 5-1. Downers Grove will 

Willowbrook senior quarterback Senior Anthony Leo contributed a likely beat Morton in this acces 's 
Jahonise Reed threw five touchdown touchdown run iater in the ference matchup.



¢ 
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- The Broncos can complete an 
The Montini Catholic for the rést of the game. 

football team ran its 2025 Hach team scored one touch- 

season record to 8-0 with down in the game’s final 12 

Friday’s 49-7 win at Saint minutes. 
Ignatius in Chicago. The The Broncos scored their 

Broncos owned a 28-0 half- first touchdown of Friday's 
contest when junior quarter- 
back israel Abrams connect- 

ona 38-yard touchdown pass 
with a little more than one 
minute left in the first quar- 

ed with junior Luca Florio” 

ter. Junior Johnny Louise 
added the extra-point kick to 
give Montini a 7-0 lead. 

The Broncos scored three 
touchdowns in the second 
quarter to push their lead 
to 28-0 by halftime. Senior 
‘Isaac Alexander scored the 
first touchdown of the quar- 
ter on a 9-yard mim. Abrams 
then threw two touchdown 
passes—a 58-yard toss {0 
Aiexander and a 28-yard 

te: 
- 
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Rams close their _ 
division season with 
a win over Fenton 

Glenbard East's iris volleyball team defeated 
Fenton 25-16, 25-19 in last week’s Upstate Eight 
Conference East division match in Lombard. Ju- 

the Rams in their Oct. 15 eel over the Bison. Senior Natalie Slusher provi a ? 

is and three kills. Senior Hale 
uted four kills and four digs. East se- 

nior Nora Opila (No. 4), who served the final point 
of the match, Is pictured after the Rams complet- 

Saturday. The Rams’ overall season record stood 
at 12-22 at the end of the 24-team competition. 

hookup with Florio. Alex- 
ander delivered the 58-yard 
scoring reception by catch- 

_ ing a pass at the Wolfpack’s 
45-yard line and racing down 

a. a a a Soe m3. 

8-0 after stomping Sain 
undefeated regular season with a win at Saint Laurence this Friday 

plied four receptions for 107 who caught the ball near the 
goal line before tumbling 
into the end zone. _ j 

Abrams provided a 10- 
yard touchdown run in the 
‘third quarter. Later in that 
quarter, he threw his fourth 
touchdown pass of the game 
by connecting with senior 
Charles Flowers on a short 
screen pass. Flowers raced 
down the sideline and into 
the end zone for a 50-yard 
touchdown reception. 
“Junior quarterback Joey 

Neustadt scored Montini’s 
seventh touchdown of the 
game on a 9-yard run in the 

the middle of the fourth quarter. 
goal line. Abrams dodged 
a couple Ce te on 

fie watoding his 28-yard 
touchdown pass to Florio, 

Abrams completed 20 
of 24 pass attempts for 441 
yards and four touchdowns 
during Friday’s victory. Ju- 
nior Damacio Ortegon sup- 
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t Ignatius 49-7 — 

yards, while Florio made 
three catches for 83 yards 
and two touchdowns. 

Montini’s defense held 
Saint Ignatius to less than 
200 yards of total offense 
during the game. Junior Or- 
lando Greco of the Broncos 
sprereepiet. pass to end one 
of the Wolfpack’s offensive 

drives. 
“Going into the game I 

was very concerned because 
of Saint Ignatius’ size, and 
how well they run their op- 
tion offense,” stated Montini 
coach Mike Bukovsky. “Our 
defense really set the tone 
early and controlled the line 
of scrimmage, forcing them 
to go to more of a perimeter 
attack. We had a challenging 
week in practice with some 
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injury situations, and several 
of our guys really ne up 
for us and played well.” 

Montini can complete an 
undefeated regular season 
with a Chicago Catholic 
League (CCL) White Divi- 
sion win at Saint Laurence 
this Friday in Burbank. The 
Vikings will enter the game 
with an overall record of 5-3 
and a division mark of 0-2. 
The Broncos are 2-0 in the 
four-team division. Carmel 
and Fenwick both have divi- 
sion records of 1-1. The Fri- 
ars of Fenwick will square 
off against the Corsairs of 
Carmel in this Friday’s di- 
vision game at Carme! in 
Mundelein. The Friars and 
Corsairs will both enter the 
game with overall season re- 
cords of 6-2. 

pi 
on 1 Willowbrook’ flag football team, she and Edison were t 

non Sz 
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‘= Warriors advanced to the [HSA state quarterfinals. For the second straigh 
hosted the state quarterfinals, semifinals, third-place game and state-champicnship contest. The Warrlors faced 

lowbrook trailed Kenwood 14-12 in



Warriors’ girls team wins the program's first WSGC Meet ttle in 2] years 
All seven Willowbrook runners in the meet earn All-Conference honors 
Willowbrook High 

School’s girls eross-coun- 
team won its first West 

Suburban Gold Conference 
Meet championship since 
1998 when it claimed the ti- 
tle at Saturday’s conference 
meet at Centerpoint Pre- 
serve in Northlake. 

The Warriors delivered 
five of the meet’s top eight 
finishes and posted team 
score of 27 (24+4+6+7+8) in 
Saturday’s meet. Downers 
Grove South landed in sec- 
ond place with ifs team score 
of 33 (1434549415). Mor- 
ton (113) claimed third, just 
ahead of Leyden (114) and 
Hinsdale South (118). Addi- 
son Trail (143) placed sixth. 

Willowbrook freshman 
Rachel Simek finished sec- 
ond in the conference meet’s 
individual standings. Simek 
completed Saturday’s 3-mile 
race in 19 minutes, 20.3 sec- 
onds. Senior Mariangela 
Popoca of the Warriors con- 
tributed a fourth-place effort 
with her finishing time of 19 
minutes, 26.1 seconds. Wil- 
lowbrook’s trio of freshman 
Kate Borho (20:00.4), soph- 
omore Juliet Oddo (20:01.9) 
and junior Bethany Yurich 
(20:03.3) finished sixth, sev- 
enth and eighth, respective- 
ly, to complete the Warriors’ 
scoring lineup. 

Freshman Paige Simek 
(20:15.50; 10%) and junior 
Genevieve Kling (21:12.4: 
14®) also delivered strong 
finishes for the Warriors in 
Saturday’s conference meet. 
All seyen Willowbrook run- 
ners who competed in the 
mieet earned Ali-Conference 
status by placing among the 
top 15 finishers in the meet. 

The Wartiors will open 
the THSA post-season by 
competing in this Saturday’s 
Class 3A Waubonsie Vailey 
Regional in Aurora. 

Warriors’ boys team 
takes third ai the 
conference meet; Alka 
and Branch finish 
sixth and seventh, 
respectively 

Willowbrook’s boys team 
finished third in Saturday’s 
West Suburban Gold Con- 
ference Meet contest, which 
also took place at Center- 
point Preserve in Northlak 

ran to a sixth-place finish 
for the Warriors. He com- 
pleted the 3-mile race at the 
conference meet in 15 min- 
utes, 55.1 seconds. Senior 
Miteku Branch of Willow- 
brook finished seventh, just 
behind Alka. Branch ran the 

race in 15 minutes, 57 sec- 
onds. Aika and Branch both 
earned All-Conference rec- 
ognition by placing among 
the meet’s top 15 finishers. 
Juniors Ryan Quinney 

(17:159; _ 20°), Thomas 
Thimo a7: 42.5; 234) and 
Jacob Alexander (17:50.5; 
2A%) completed the War- 
iors’ scoring li . Senior 
Angel Perez (17:51 6; 25%) 
and junior Kole Johanson 
(18:00.9; 29%) rounded out 
Willowbrook’s varsity line- 
up at the conference meet. 

The Warriors’ boys team 
will join the girls squad in 
competing in this Saturday’s 
THSA Class 3A Waubonsie 
Valley R 

Morton won the team title 
with its 39-point output. 
Downers Grove South (50) 
finished second. Willow- 
brook landed in third with 
its 80-point total. Hinsdale 
South (94), Leyden (103) 
and Addison Trail (155) fin- 
ished fourth, fifth and sixth, 
respectively. 

Sophomore Legend Alka 

Orthopedic Surgeon, 

Foot & Ankle 

Rams run at the Upstate 
Eight Conference Meet; 
Hephner leads Glenbard 
East’s boys team with 
his fourth-place finish 

Glenbard East’s boys and 
girls cross-country teams 
competed in Saturday’s Up- 
State Bight Conference Meet 
in Elmwood Park. The Rams 

Joliet | Westchester | Chicago 

@ 
MIDWEST 

ORTHOPAEDICS 

AT RUSH 

placed fifth out of 12 teams 
in the boys competition. 
Glenbard ran to an eighth- 
place finish in the 13-team 
girls event. 

Senior Mason Heph- 
ner led Glenbard East’s 
boys team with his fourth- 
place finish in the individ- 
ual standings of Saturday’s 
meet. Hephner completed 
the 3-mile race in 15 min- 
‘utes, 37.8 seconds. Junior 

_ Alexander Hernandez of the 
Rams earned ninth-place 
honors with his finishing 
time of 16 minutes, 21.6 
seconds. 

Freshman Ryker Tiltges. 
(17:18.5; 32”), senior Chris- 
topher Beales (17:27.6; 38") 
and ee more David Bote- 
to (18:16.8; 56°) compiet- 
ed Seater East's scoring 
lineup. 

Sophomore Teigan 
O'Donnel! provided the 
Glenbard East girls team’s 
best finish at Saturday’s 
conference meet. O’ Donnell 
completed the 3-mile girls 
Trace in an eighth-place time 
of 18 minutes, 59.6 seconds. 

The Rams’ boys and girls 
teams will compete in this 
Saturday’s THSA Class 3A 
Waubonsie Valley Regional 
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s giris 
won the team title at Saturday's West suiustanc ra 
Conference Meet in Northlake. The victory marked the 

Willowb ik High 

Willowbrook girls program’s first meet title 
since 1998. Freshman Rachel Simek led the Warriors to 
their victory in the conference meet by finishing second 
in the tition. Simek, who is pictured 
ly during the Warriors’ recent home meet at Lombard 

y's 3-mile race in a sec- 
pret time of 19 minutes, 20.3 seconds. 

See Dr. Hur for expert 

foot and ankle care. 

Whether you're an elite athlete 

or simply enjoy being active, 

Dr. Hur will accurately diagnose 

and treat your unique condition, 

helping relieve pain and restore 

function to your foot and ankle. 

Areas of Expertise: 

= Minimally invasive foot 

and ankle surgery 

* Total ankle arthroplasty 

* Deformity correction 

* Sports-related injuries 

* Fracture care 

appointment 
in Joliet, 
Westchester, 
or Chicago. 
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