Ridge Road, in Villa Park.

pronounced deceased.
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Pedestrian dies after
being struck by a
vehicle in Villa Park

Woman struck on Ardmore Avenue
near Ridge Road; driver of vehicle

cooperates with investigation
On Monday, Sept. 15, at approximately 5:49 am., an
82-year-oid female pedestrian was struck by a vehicle in
the southbound lanes of Ardmore Avenue, just south of

According to the Villa Park Police Department,
the pedestrian was transporied to a hospital and later

“The driver of the vehicle remained on scene, called
911, and fully cooperated with the investigation,” stated
the police department in its release about the incident.
“Citations were issued for failure to reduce speed and no
valid insurance. The driver is presumed innocent uniess
and until proven guilty in a court of law.”

The DuPage County Coroner’s Office and MERIT
(Metropolitan Emergency Response and Investigation
Team) were notified, and Villa Park police officers
and detectives responded 1o the scene. The roadway
was closed for approximately three hours during the

“Our thoughts and deepest condolences are wﬂh the
family of the victim during this very difficuit time,”
stated Villa Park Chief of Police Todd Kubish.

Homeless man charged
with string of business
burglaries in Naperville

DuPage County State’s
Attorney Robert Berlin and
Naperville Chief of Police
Jason Arres announced last
week that a homeless man
has been charged with six
counts of burglary (Class
2 felony), all occurring at
businesses in Naperville.

Prudencio Ugaban, 54, ap-
peared in First Appearance
Court where, as per state
law, he was released from
custody with conditions fol-
fowing his pre-trial deten-
tion hearing.

On Sept. 13, as a result
of an ongoing investigation
into a string of burglaries in
Napervilie, the Naperville
Police Depariment took Ug-
aban, who was located inside
a vehicle with a smashed

-
Obituary —
CONNIE HOOPER. 85

Connie Hooper, niee Fetrow,
age 85, of Villa Park, Illinois.
Loving wife of the late James
Hooper; ioving mother of
Madeline Hooper and Jo-Ann
Hooper; fond: sister of Gary
Fetrow and the late Richard
“Dick™ Fetrow; she will be
greatly missed by her furry
child Frankie; aunt of many
nieces and nephews.

Services and Interment pri-
vate. For more information:
630-932-1500 or www.knoll-
crest.net.

window in the 1500 block of
W. Ogden, into custody.

Through further investi-
gation, it is alleged that Ug-
aban committed the follow-
ing burgiaries from July 24
through Sept. 7:

* On July 24 at approx-
imately 1135 pan., at the
Spice Mart, 1552 N. Aurora
Road.

= On July 28 at approx-
imately 12:30 a.m., at the
Marathon gas station, 991
W. Ogden Ave.

* On Aug. 15 at approx-
imately 2:11 a.m:, at the
Spice Mart, 1552 N. Aurora
Road.

» On Aug. 27 at approxi-
mately 4:35 a.m., at the Og-
den Wine and Spirit, 1568
W. Ogden Ave.

* On Sept. 5 at approx-
imately 4:59 a.m., at the
Bombay Chopsticks, 1568
W. Ogden Ave.

* On Sept. 7 at approx-
imately 2:10° a.mi, at the
Marathon gas station, 991
W. Ogden Ave.

Ugaban’s next court ap-
pearance is scheduied for
Oct. 14 in front of Judge Jo-
seph Bugos.

As conditions of his
pre-trial release, Ugaban is
to have no contact with and
refrain’ from going to Og-
den Wine and Spirit, any
Marathon gas station. any
Bombay Chopsticks and any
Spice Mart.
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NUHS Whole Health Center offers $15
screenings during Health Fair Sept. 25, 26

Thursday, Sept. 25, and
Friday, Sept. 26, National
University of Health Scienc-
es’ (NUHS) Whoie Health
Center will offer $15 screen-
ings o new patients, aiming
10 improve the overall health
and wellness of the local com-
munity.

This event is centered
around making health care
accessible 10 everyone while
aiso increasing community
health awareness and preven-
H1on. :

Under  supervision  of
NUHS clinicians, the clinic’s
chiropractic, naturopathic,
acupuncture and herbal medi-
cine interns diagnose and treat
a wide range of conditions in-
ciuding back, neck, knee and
shoulder pain; along with:sci-
atica, hypertension, diabetes/
thyroid issues, smoking ces-
sation, allergies and stress.

New patients will be able
to  receive the following
non-fasting health screenings:
body mass index, blood pres-
sure, oxygen saturation, pos-
tural analysis with foot scan,
EKG, cholesterol and glucose
screening.

(1 These cases
highlight the real-
world importance
of such events,
both for public
health and for
the educational
development of
our interns.”

— Dr. Sonia V. Joubert

“MSe,

“This opportunity  pro-
vides the community with
access 1o healthcare services
that can deiect health issues
and offer prevenrative care,”
Sonia V. Joubert, DC, ND,
CKTP, NUHS Whole
Health Center Attending Cli-
nician said. “In Lombard, we
have the unique advantage
of incorporating three major
clinical disciplines, offering
a rich, multidisciplinary expe-
rience.”

Conducied by NUHS for
the past several years, this
local heaith fair has proved

to be beneficial both for the
public as well as for universi-
ty elinic interns.

“Participants receive im-
portant heaith insights, while
interns apply their clinical
skills in a real-world setting.
This creates a mutually bene-
ficial experience,” Dr. Joubert
said. “In past events, we have
even identified serious heaith
concemns during screenings,
such as Ramsey Hunt Syn-
drome and Atrial Septal De-
fect, These cases highlight the
real-world importance of such
events, both for public health
and for the educational devel-
opment of our interns.”

The NUHS Whole Healm
Cenler offers this event three
fimes @ year: every spring,
summer and fall.

The clinic will offer these
services for just $15 from
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Fri-
day and 7:30 a.m. 10 5 p.m. on
Thursda

Call 630 889-6490 to book
an appointment, as space is
limited. For further inquiries,
email Sonia Jouberi; DC, ND;
MS, CKTP, at sjoubert@nuhs.
edu.
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Willowbrook student honored

During its Sept. 18 meeting, the DuPage Area Occupational Education System
(DAQES) Board of Directors named Willowbrook senior Isabel Weaver as a Tech-
nology Center of DuPage (TCD) Student of the Month for September. Weaver is
pictured (center) with TCD Nursing Assistant Training Program Coordinator and
Instructor Laurie Bartels (left) and District 88 Assistant Superintendent for Col-
lis (right). Weaver is a student in TCD’s
Nursing Assistant Training Program. Bartels nominated Weaver for the Student
of the Month honor. “(Weaver) frequently enriches classroom discussions by
sharing both her own experiences and insightful stories from her sister’s work
in the ER,” Bartels said in her nomination of Weaver. “She arrives each day full
of energy, positivity and a genuine desire to learn and support others. (Weaver)
often takes the initiative to assist instructors and classmates, always ready to
lend a helping hand. Her compassion, enthusiasm and team spirit brighten the

classroom environment and reflect the core qualities of an exceptional nurse.”
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Rams manhandie

Elmwood

Park 49-0

Six first-half touchdowns lift
Glenbard East to 42-0 halftime lead;
Rams will play homecoming game

this Friday

Glenbard East’s football
team began its Upstate Eight
Conference East Division
season with Friday’s domi-
nant 49-0 win at Elmwood
Park. The Rams improved
their overall season record to
3-1 with the victory.

Glenbard East scored six
touchdowns in the first half
of Friday’s game to take a
42-0 halftime lead over Elm-
wood Park. which fell to 04
overall and 0-2 in the divi-
sion. The lead of at least 40
points led o a nunning clock
throughout the second half.

The Rams scored their first

touchdown of the game on
senior quarterback Michael
Nee's 16-yard pass to junior
Jaiden Javier. Junior Moises
Velazquez added the first of
his seven extra-point kicks
of the night to give Glenbard
East a 7-0 lead.
_ Junior Montii Perry of
the Rams returned two punts
for touchdowns later in the
first quarter. Perry’s 48-yard
punt return for a score helped
Glenbard East boost its lead
to 14-0 with about five min-
utes left in the opening quar-
ter. Perry returned another
punt 65 yards for a touch-
down with about one minute
remaining in the first quarier.
Velazquez then added the
extra-point kick to move the
Rams’ lead to 21-0.

Nee tossed a 7-yard touch-
down pass to senior Henry
Benka early in the second
quarter to account for Glen-
bard East’s fourth touchdown
of the game. Senior Kedrick
Dennis delivered a I-yard
touchdown run with less than
six minutes to play in the sec-
ond quarter te help the Rams
raise their lead to 35-0.

Nee threw a 36-yard
touchdown pass to senior
Muhammad Musleh with 38
seconds left in the first half.
The extra-point kick from
Velazquez increased the iead
10 42-0.

Glenbard  East  senior
Mike Orive returned the sec-
ond-half kickoff 75 yards for
a touchdown for the Rams’
seventh and final touchdown
of the game. Velazquez add-
ed the exwa-point kick to
close out the scoring.

Nee completed five of
seven pass atterapts for 117
yards and three touchdowns.
Dennis ran for 55 yards and
a touchdown on just three
carries.

The Rams will play their
homecoming game this Fri-
day, when they will face
Ridgewood in an Upstate

Eight East contest in Lom-
bard. The Rebels of Ridge-
wood slipped to 1-3 overall

and 0-2 in the division after [

their 66-20 loss at West Chi-
€ago.

SAM MAERCKLEIN PHOTO
Rock Valley Publishing

Glenbard East’s football
team improved fo 3-1 over-
all and 1-0 in the Upstate
Eight Conference East Di-
vision following Friday’s
49-0 victory at Elmwood
Park. The Rams scored
six first-half touchdowns
against the overmatched
Tigers to take a 42-0 half-
time lead. The lead of at
least 40 points triggered a
running clock throughout
the second half. Glenbard
East junior Monm Perry
(No. 1 - ab
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Willowbrook’s f
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ball team
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lipped to 1-3

1-1 in West Suburban Gold Conference play following
Friday’s 34-23 loss al Downers Grove South. One pho-
to(top left) from the game shows senior Jaylen Griffin
making a 9-yard touchdown reception to give the War-
riors a 6-0 lead in the first quarier. Ancther photo (left)
shows senior quarterback Jahonise Reed flying toward

the goal iine on a

ful two-poim

run

that gave Willowbrook a 17-14 lead in the third quarter.
One more photo (above) shows junior Josiah Marlowe
(No. 8) making a long gain on a fourth-quarier recep-
tion. Marlowe scored Willowbrook’s second touchdown
of the night on a 50-yard catch ln the third quarter. The

Warriors will play their h

con-

4 game agali
ference rival Hinsdale South this Frlday in Villa Park.

Warriors lose conference battle at Downers Grove South
Mustangs win back-and-forth conference meeting to post first victory of season

The Willowbrook footbail
team w0 1-3 overail
and 1-1 in West Suburban Gold
Conference play following Fri-
day’s 34-23 conference loss at
Dowaners Grove South.

The Warriors held a 17-14
lead in the middle of the third
quarter, but Downers Grove
South scored a touchdown late
in that quarter to take a 21-17
lead. The M who im-

two Eimwood Park punts
for touchdowns during
the first quarter. Perry
is pictured while return-
ing a punt 48 yards for
a touchdown with about
five minutes remaining in
the opening quarter. He
returned another punt 65
yards for a touchdown
with about one minute left
in the quarter. Glenbard
East led the Tigers (0-4
overall and 0-2 in the divi-
sion) 21-0 at the end of the
first quarter. Senior quar-
terback Michael Nee threw
three touchdown passes
for the Rams during their
decisive win over the Ti-
gers. Glenbard East will
play its homecoming game
this Friday. The Rams will
face Ridgewood (1-3 over-
ali and 0-2 in the division)
in an Upstate Eight East
matchup in Lombard.

proved to 1-3 overall and 1-1 in
conference play with Friday’s
win, partially blocked a Wil-
lowbrook punt in the middle of
the fourth quarter. The blocked

_punt rolled out of bounds at the

Warriors” i-yard line. Downers
Grove South scored a touch-
down on the next play and add-
&d the extra-point kick to take a
28-17 lead.

‘The Warriors scored a
touchdown with less than
six minutes to play to trim
the Mustangs’ lead to 28-23.
Dowuem Grove South qmckly

with a

take its 34-23 lead.
Willowbrook took the open-
ing kickoff in Friday's con-
test—Downers Grove South’s
2025 homecoming game—and
drove inside the Mustangs’
5-yard line. The Warriors tried
to run the ball into the end zone
on a fourth-and-goal play from
the 3-yard line. Downers Grove

South made a defensive stop to
end Willowbrook’s drive.

- The Warriors found the end

zone later in the first quarter.
when senior quarterback Jaho-
nise Reed fired a 9-yard touch-
down pass to senior Jaylen
Griffin. The extra-point kick
from junior Ben Swanson gave
Willowbrook a 7-0 lead with
about two minutes left in the
first quarter.
Downers Grove South de-
livered a 2I-yard touchdown
run with about 11 minutes re-
maining in the second quarter.
The extra-point kick evened
the score at 7-7.

The Mustangs took the
lead with a 6-yard touchdown
run with 50 seconds left in the
first half. The extra-point kick
raised Downers Grove South’s
lead'to 14-7.

The Mustangs quickly re-
gained possession  with an
interception, and drove near
the Warriors® goal line in the
closing seconds of the half.
Willowbrook’s defense made a
goal-line stand at the end of the
first half, leaving the Mustangs
with a 14-7 halftime lead.

The Warriors scored the first
points of the second half on a
safety. On a fourth-and-long
play from their own 10-yard
line, the Mustangs snapped the
ball over their punter’s head

and out of the end zone for the
two-point safety, which cut
Dowaers Grove South’s fead to
14-0 with 10:11 to play in the
third .

Willowbrook teok the lead
a couple of minutes later on &
50-yard touchdown pass from
Reed to junior Josiah Marlowe.
The Warrtors then lined up for
a two-point comversion play,
but a penalty drove them back
five vards, to near the 8-yard
line. Reed scrambled on the en-
suing attempt and dove toward
the goal line for a successful
two-point run that moved Wil-
lowbrook’s lead to 17-14 with
about eight minutes left in the
third quarter.

The Mustangs regained the
lead on a l-yard touchdown
run with 1:34 to play in the
third quarter. Downers Grove
South made the extra-point
kick to push its/lead to 21-17.

A good pumt from the Mus-
tangs pinved the Warriors at
their own 3-yard line with
less than nine minutes to play
in the game. Facing a fourth-
and-eight from its own 5-yard
line, Willowbrook attempted a
punt. The Mustangs partially
blocked the punt, which rolled
out of bounds at the Warriors
I-yard line. Downers Grove
South scored on a I-yard run
on the next play, and added the

extra-point kick to take a 28-17
lead with 7:41 to play.

Reed connected with se-
nior Otis Powell on a 6-yard
touchdown pass with 5:36 left
in the game. Reed threw an in-
complete pass on the fwo-point
conversion try, leaving the
Mustangs’ lead at 28-23.

Downers  Grove  South
broke a run of about 60 yards
on its ensuing possession. That
run, along with a Willowbrook
penalty for a horse-collar tack-
Ie on the play. pushed the ball
to the Warriors” 4-yard line.
The Mustangs finished the
drive with a 1-yard touchdown
un with 4:29 to play. Downers
Grove South missed the ex-
tra-point kick, leaving its lead
at 34-23,

Willowbrook’s last offen-
sive drive ended with a missed
46-yard field-goal attempt with
1:28 to play. The Mustangs
then picked up a couple of first
downs on rushing plays before
running out the clock.

The Warriors will play their
own homecoming game this
Friday. They will face Hins-
dale South (1-3 overall, 1-1 in
the conference) in a West Sub-
urban Gold Conference match-
up in Villa Park. The Hornets
dropped to 1-1 in conference
play after their 21-7 home loss
to Addison Trail.
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Lawsuits pile up as lllinois lags on reforming tax sale laws

lllinois is the only state that has yet to reform its tax sale laws after the Supreme Court .
~ found unconstitutional a process that can cost homeowners their residences

By Sidnee King Pineda
ILLINOIS ANSWERS PROJECT

A littie-known practice that
lets private Invesiors extract
millions in equity from Illinois
homeowners is under mount-
ing legal fire after the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled it un-
constitutional, leaving some
counties potentially on the
ook for millions of doilars in
damages.

For decades, county treasur-
ers in Illinois have collected
unpaid property tax bills by
selling the debt to private in-

 Fifth Amendment rights by

ing more than the $15,000 she
owed in back taxes. Following
the ruling, states rushed (o re-
form their laws 10 avoid legal
fallout. ¢

All except Hlinois, where
serious efforts continue to
flounder in the statehouse as
competing  speeial . interests
clash over the best route to
reform. 2

The price tag to home-
owners losing their proper-
ty is high. California-based
researchers tracking tax sale
practices nationwide deter-
mined that investors in Tilinois

vestors. If homeowners behind
on their taxes fail to repay the
debt plus interest, those inves-
tors can get the deed to their
homes. In those cases, the
homeowners lose the entire
value of their residences, even
though they often owe only a
fraction of that amount.

‘In 2023, the Supreme Court
ruled that such actions are
unconstitutional. A Minne-
sota homeowner argued that
Henoepin County violated her

taking her home and pocket-

Senior
Charlie
Paciga of
the Montini
Catholic boys
golf team set |
two program
records
during the
Broncos’
appearance
at arecent
two-day
invitational at
Weaver Ridge }
Golf Club
in Peoria.
Paciga, who
is aVilla Park
resident,
made seven
birdies and
an eagle
while posting
an 18-hole
score of 69
on the par-72
course during
the first day
of the invite

in Lemont.

Bronco turns in
record-setting effort

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Rock Valley Pubjishing

on Sept. 12. in addition to seiting a new program
record for lowest 18-hole score, Paciga set a

new Montini boys golf record for most birdies or
better in a single round with his seven birdies and
one eagle. “It was fun,” said Paciga of his special
round. “On the first tee shot of the day, a 280-yard.
par-4 over water, | topped it into the water with a-
3-wood.” Paciga then re-teed and drove the green
on his third shot. Paciga shot a 37 on his first nine
holes of the round, then fired a 32 on the next nine
holes to earn his score of 69. He made his eagle
by holing a shot of about 40 yards on a par-4 hole.
Paciga shot an 18-hole score of 76 in his second
round of the event on Sept, 13. He tied for first in
the invite’s individual standings with his two-day
total of 145. Paciga is pictured during the Broncos®
home meet against DePaul College Prep at the
Village Links of Glen Ellyn on'Sept. 18. He shot a
team-best nine-hole score of 39 on'the first nine
holes of the Village Links’ 18-hole course. Seniors
Finnegan Grimes and Liam O’Dea posted scores
of 43 for Montini in the meet against DePaul, while
junior Johnathan Doering and sophomore Joe
Cipriano turned in scores of 44. Montini senior
Patrick Thompson shot a 45, DePaui defeated

the Broncos 160-169. Earlier this week, Montini
played in the Chicago Catholic League (CCL)
Championship at Cog Hill Golf and Country Club

ok in $148 million more
than they were initially owed
- when they hought unpaid fax-
_es, from 2014 to 2021,

Cook County Treasurer
Maria Pappas is facing three
lawsuifs  in  federal court
‘over the issue, including in a
class-action lawsuit, in which
attorneys argue there are 1,700

~ homeowners who improperly
lost their home equity through
iax sales.

Last fall, a federal judge al-
lowed to move forward a faw-
suit by suburban homeowners
against officials in eight Illi-
n0is counties, citing a loss of

millions of dollars in home
equity in tax sale seizures,

This spring, many of those
same officials sued the state
of Illinois which, they say,
left them vuinerable to litiga-
tion because they haven't re-
formed the faw. :

Amid the flurry of the law-
suits, tax atiorneys held meet-
ings at the Chicago Bar Asso-
ciation (o discuss the potential
upending of their industry.
They worried that the window
1o limit the iegal and financial
falloat was rapidly closing. Or
that it had aiready siammed
shut.

time tax deed lawyer, Terry
Carter, who tepresents both
homeowners and investors.
There is litde remedy for
homeowners when they lose
their homes as part of the tax
sale. They can sue the coun-
ty treasurer and iry to show
they weren’t at fauit. But even
when homeowners succeeded
in court, it did them 6o imme-
diate good. In 2022, Tllinojs
Answers found that hundreds
of families who won compen-
sation through Cook County’s

Busy week for Warriors :
The Willowbrook boys golf team began a full week of action by competing in the 11-team West Chicago Wildcat
invitational at St. )}ndrews GoifL and Country Club on Monday, Sept. 15. The Warriors placed sixth in the team stand-

indemnity fund had waited
an average of seven years for
their checks. The fund was in-
solvent. t

Since then, littie has
changed, according to records
from the Cook County trea-
surer’s office. In fact, the wait
time to get paid is even slight-
1y worse.

Pappas has acknowiedged
that the process is siow and

_harms families with few assets
: bequi_ths_iﬂhome equity, but

the fun
$33 million © homeowners.
More than 270 heuseholds
are in limbo, waiting an av-
erage of four months longer
for judgment payouts than in
2022, when Illinois Answers
first reported on the fund’s in-
solvency.

What has changed is the
mounting legal pressure on
Pappas and other treasurers
10 get their tax sale processes
changed. given the Supreme
Court decision

“We were hopeful states
would act quickly” said
Christina Martin, the atiorney
who successfully argued the
Supreme Court case. “But
many, including Ninois, have

ings of the invi 1. Will

Jonnie G

GHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valiey Publishing

resisted meaningful reform.”

Springfield lawmakers have
failed 10 act in the most recent
legistative session, as interest
groups vied with competing
proposals.

Pappas and a group of hous-
ing advocates, suggest over-
hauling the state’s tax sale
systert entirely, creating an
auction where properties are
sold; not just delinguent fax

bills. Another camp, led by

attorneys representing home-
owners, recommend creat-
ing a state equity fund rather
than relying on counties t©
pay homeowners through in-

“demnity judgments. And tax

buyers, whose influential lob-
byists had beat back reform
efforts for decades, are failing
to find legisiative support in
Springfield.

Meanwhile, a coalition
of longtime tax buyers sued
Pappas and other ireasurers,
claiming the tax certificates
they had purchased were now
all but worthiess in the eyes of
the law.

“This is a crisis, and some-
thing needs io be done,” said
Rep.  Will Guzzardi, who
sponsored a reform bili.

. \ ire (above left) and Charlie Roelle (above - second from
left) both shot 18-hole scores of 80 on the par-71 course: Senior Matt Ciesinski fired an 88 for the Warriors, while
junior Kyle Yopchick carded a 90. On Sept. 16, Willowbrook defeated Hinsdale South 150-160 in a West Suburban Gold
Conference dual meet at the Warriors’ home venue—Sugar Creek Golf Course in Villa Park. Gosmire and senior Bob-
by Biggs (above - third from left) both turned in nine-hole scores of 37 on the par-32 course. Roelle and senior Ben
Rattana (above right) each contributed scores of 38 for the Warriors. Gosmire, Roelle, Biggs and Rattana are piciured
during last week’s victory over Hinsdale South. On Sept. 17, Downers Grove South defeated Willowbrook 132-146
in a conference dual meet at Sugar Creek. Roelle shot a nine-hole score of 34 for the Warriors. Yopchick fired a 36,
while Biggs and Gosmire both turned in scores of 38.The Warriors, who finished their conference dual meet season
witha 4-2 record, played theit fourth competitive event in as many days on Sept. 18, when they battled at their annual
Ryder Cup Quad at The Preserve at Oak Meadows in Addison. Each of the four teams at that event consisted of three
two-player duos. Each duo played a two-man scramble. Addison Trail won the event with its total score of 109. Glen-
bard North (110) finished secand, while Willowbrook (113) placed third. Morton (121) finished fourth. The Warriors’
duo of Yopchick and junior Ryan Franz shot a nine-hole scrambie score of 34 on the par-36 course. Biggs and Rattana
teamed up to shoot a 36. Juniors Cooper Coulter and Leo Vassolo shot a 43. Earlier this week, Willowbrook competed
in the West Suburban Gold Conference Meet at Prairie Biuff Public Golf Club in Crest Hill.



