it ookt
EVIEW

$1.00

also serving OAKBROOK TERRACE

HEINDEPENDENTNEWSPAPERS.COM

185NYbrk

KIHeating & Coolinginc
Enjoy a cool and comfortable
home this Summer

(630) 834-477

unfrmﬂedheanngcoolmg com |
Rear, Efmhurw

THURSDAY, AUG. 7, 2025

Villa Park Uillage Board members vote to dissolve advisory
COmmissions and create new commissions in their place

By Chris Fox
VILLA PARK REVIEW

Villa Park Village Board
members voted during their
July 28 meeting to dissolve
multiple village advisory com-
missions and create new com-
missions in their piace

The proposals to dissolve
village commissions and re-

He said that dismantling that
comimission would erase the
voice of young people like him
Moments after he spoke, Villa
Park Village President Kevin
Patrick said that mone of the
pending resolutions stated that
JUNLOT COMMISSIONErs WeTe go-
ing away. Later in the meeting.
the village’s attorney—Ryan
AIM noted that _pu.mor

pldcze them with new com-
first d oo the

o ioner membership is

board’s agenda dun.ng the June
23 board meeting A large ma-
jotity of the 37 residents who
spoke during that meceling’s
sepment for public comments
criticized the proposed ondi-
nances to dlssnlvc several vil-

i

oot going away. He added that
Junior terms

you're going to need to wrap it
up.”

Village Clerk Rolf Launkant,
who frequently struggles to
keep rack of each speaker’s
allotted time. and to stop what
appears to be his pbone from
playing a musical alarm mark-
ing the end of that time. seems
to be in charge of timing cuch
speaker's comments. His mu-
sical alam went off about 40
seconds into the comments of
Mari Greco, who spoke

cxp'uezﬁerone year. After that.
Jumor commissioners need o
be reappoinzed.

Village resident Tom King
spoke during the segmem for
pubtic on agenda

lage

the Planming and Zoning Com-
mission, the Parks and Recre-
the Environmental Concemns

ncmsandsmdhcsuppmedlhc
restructiring  and dlwoh.mau

after Wagner. The same alatm
also went off later in the meel-
ing as Villa Park Finance Di-
rector Susan Mika, who is not
consamed 10 any time Hmit,
mied to anvwer a question from
Trostee Cari Alfamo.

Greco. who s a2 member of
the Envi I Coacerns

ofsomevlllage
King said the village’s current

sysxe_mfunsadvmycmn

Commission, said there was
no plan for a smooth transi-

Develop C the is a dated one that dis- tion from the dissolved com-
Traffic and Safety Commission courages new voices. missions to the new commis-
and the Video Production Com- Bob Wagner, a former vil- sions. She also said that a lot of
mssion lage board member and the kmowledge and time would be
Residents express their chair of the Environmenta losl by removing experienced
opinlons during public Concems Commission, spoke ners  from  various
comments on agenda aﬂungandcrmcmad the cvnmssums.(}rwoaddedtbau
items lution of that js-  she would contine to champi-
Eight people spoke during sion and the Video Production on environmental causes,

the July 28 meeting’s segment
for public comments on agen-
da items. Thal segment took
place carly in the meeting, be-
fore board members voted on
resolutions 1o dissolve village
commMmissions

The first of the cight speak-
ers was lvan Fagueroa, 4 jumiog
commissioner on the Environ-
mental Concerns Commission

VMBI l

Commission. Before the seg-
ment for public commenis be-
gan, Patrick advised speakers to
adhere to the board's 3-minue
limit for comments.

After Wagper spoke for
about 90 seconds. or half of his
allotted time, the music signal-
ing the end of a speaker’s time
began to play. About 15 sec-
onds later, Patrick stated. *“Bob.

Justic Shiensky, a member
of the Planning and Zoning
Commission, was the eighth
and final speaker in the meet-
ing’s segment for public com-
ments on agenda items. He said
the village board approved the
Planming and Zoning Commis-
sion’s recommendations more
than 90 percent of the time.
Shlensky said that the ordi-

nance (o dissolve thai cormis-
sion was “all about control.”
and lacked a clear transition
schedule.

“This is not how you build
trust, comnection and commu-
nity,” said Shlensky in criticiz-
ing the pmposals to dissolve
commissions. “This is how you
divide.”

Meeting's agenda
includes white paper
and report from village
president

The agenda for the July 28
mecting featured a whitc pa-
per titled: “Modernizing Villa
Park’s Boards and Commis—
sions.” The opening of that
while paper stafes that the vil-
lage’s boards and commisions

Parade avvard W|nners |

have long provided 2 vital
channel for resident input and
policy guidance

“Over time, however, many
commissions have experienced
challenges such as mconsis-
tent participation, overlapping
responsibilities, and outdated
purposes  no longer  aligned
with the Village’s strategic
goals,” added the statement at
the beginning of the white pa-

per.

A report from Parick, titled,
“Modemizing Local Gover-
nance: Rationale and Evidence
for Restructuring Villa Park’s
Commissions,” was included in
the meeting’s agenda, and ap-
parently pan of the white paper.
The report provides a summary

of proposed dmnges regard-
ing village commissions and
benefits of reorganization. The
item from Patrick also refers to
practices in three cities—Na-
perville, Orberlin. Ohio, and
Raleigh, North Carolina.

Patrick’s report states that
balf of al seats on village com-
missions are occupied by mem-
bers with more than six years
of termre, with marny serving
10 to 17 years contimuously.
Additionally, some people sit
on multiple commissions, and
SOme commissions are “‘pri-
marily composed of former
Trustees, Village Presidents, or
long-time offjcials.”

See BOARD, Page 8

M, Band, which
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During its July 28 board meeling, the Villa Park Village Board announced and
presenied the award winners from the village's recent Independence Day Pa-

mde, The award for Best Musical Pert

‘tolmDuPageSB

ists of

T!all

Subiirhan O

high schools. Some members of the band are pictui

1 Band
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pived the Best Use of

Award, while
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the Community Choice Award was presenled to Midland Piumbing and Sewer.
The village and Villa Park Yeterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2801 presemed
the Founh of July Parade The theme of thls year’s parade was “Forever Untied.”
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Wlllowbrooks Silver and Blue
Communlty Night takes place Aug. 22

hool invites its students, parents/guardians, alumni, staff,
) ‘'school

SUBMITTED PHOTD Rack Vialley Putlisiing

Twin brothers earn AlFConference recognition
Twin brothers (left 1o right) Hick and Vince irion of Montinl Catholic High

School's boys trach and field team both | Chicago C: League (CCL) |
Aﬂ-con‘hmrmhomhflilm Ad The Irion brothers, who are
Lombard nts, are bers of Montini’s Glass of 2025. Earlies In their senior

A ierd
&l Lake Forest College. Both Irions will play for the Foresters' Wmm
other 2025 Montin graduate—Santino Florio—will aiso join them in playing for
the Leke Fores| College football leam. Like the Irions, Florio was & member of
Iluﬂliﬂl‘s mwmmmplmﬁ&anshm
mwmmmW|mwmmmm
played fiag football. and then tackle footbafl, with the Lombard Falcons program.
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