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InsiDE: mm”m ﬂ Willowbraok High Schoof recently ized 12 students as Outstanding Students for the third quar-
M Tatsdans ter. of the 2024-25 school year. To be chosen for the honor, nts must d ate extraordinary
. . 1 and an g effort, along with a commendable attitude. Students who receive the
Oplmon ...... AT 4 POIICC ........ 8 award mustlalso demonstrate metivation and the ability to overcome obstacles, Principal Dan Krause
. - and Assistant Principal Jamie Gourley welcomed the recipients and their familles to'the Feb. 20 event

Speak Ott................ 5 Sports .. 14-16

that cdfebrated the honor. Wlllowbrook staff members who nomlnated the students for the award in

varlousg departments also attended the cel at the school. The school’s O ding St

for the third quarter (plctured left to right) are: (front row) freshman Dash Austria (Physlcal education), -

. “senlor Ariadne Sanchez Ramirez {Literacy), senlor Katle Staunton (Learning services}, junlor Ruth Mc-
Netity (World languages), junior Mary Smith (Math) and senior Camryn Dooley (Career and Technical
Education—CTE); (back row) senlor Peter Kabat (Art), fresh Caleb G: I (Warrior Rescurce
Center), sophomore Claire Brennan (Soclal studles), sophomore Shayan Slddlqi (Sclence), freshman

- Shem Radrijues (Eriglish) and junior Malachy Heneghan (Music).
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Willowbrook seniors named as finalists in
2025 National Merit Scholarship Program

Willowbrook High Schooal seniors Olivia Gwaltney, Ashar Hussain and Oscar Ramirez (pictured left

to right) have been named as finallsts in the 70" annual Natlonal Merit S p Program. According
to the National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), the three Willowbrook studems now have the
opportunity to earn Natlonal Merit Scholarship awards. To become finalists, the students had to submit
a delalled application that prowded Informatlon about their academic record, participation in school and

y activities, di p abilities, amploymem and h and f .
More than 1.3 million juniors in about 21,000 hlgh schools i the 2025 National Merlt lar-
ship Program by taking the 2023 Prell y SAT/Nati Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT®), which served as an inltlal sereen ul program entrants. More than 15 000 students have been
named as finalists, and the NMSC s beginning to notify scholarship winners this month. For more infor-

Thursday, March 6, 2026

VFW Post 2801
holds Fish Fry
Fridays fundraising
dinners during Lent

Villa Park Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2801
is bolding its Fish Fry Fridays
fundraising dinners each Friday

Lent,
The first Fish Fry Friday
at the post will take place this

Friday, March 7. The fundraising -

dinners will continve each

- Friday through April 18.

The Friday-night dinners will
be served in the post’s Bergh
Room from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

The post, which is located at
39 E. 5t. Charles Road, is open
to the public.

Dinners include beer-battered
walleye and lake perch/shrimp
combao meals, all served with
a choice of baked beans or
slaw, potato or hand-cut fries. A
children’s meal includes chicken

matlon, visit www.nationalmerit.org.

nuggets with fries.
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Willowbrook teacher |
receives special honor

Willowbrook High School her Stephanie Ennis recelved
the school's O ding Teacher award last month. Ennis,

Villa Park Environmental
Concerns Commission is
accepting nominations for the
2024 Green Champion Award
Nominations due by March 21

The Villa Park Envir 1 Concerns C: ion advises the vil-
lage president and board of trustees on matters relating to the preser-
vation, protecuon and improvement of the environment, including the
quality of land, air and water.

In 2016, the commission created its Green Champion Award program
to recognize any outstanding environmental achievements of individuals,
groups, organizations or companies in Villa Park. The annual cemﬁcate
will be presented in one of the followmg nine categorjes. - *

+ Energy efficiency

* Renewable energy

= Conservation of natural resources

* Recycling programs and use of recycled content products

* Green produce use and use of recycled content materials

« Water conservation

¢ Transportation

¢ Outreach and education

* Other innovation projects and ptegrams

How do I nominate a desetving candidate?

You can submit an online domination form by accessing the Village
of Villa Park website and searching for Green Champion Awasd or using
the link on the Cominission’s web page. When accessing the onliné form,
use the username public @vﬂlaparkwllage com and password “public”. A

rk.com/DocumentCenter/View/6355/GreenChampion-Award-~

Nominatiop-Form and may be submitted to the Village of Villa Park
Envirc 1 Concerns C ission by email at EnvironmentalCon-
cemns @invillapark.com or to the Village of Villa Park (Attn: Environmen-
tal Concerns Commission) 20 S. Ardmore, Ave., Villa Park, IL. 60181.

a Career and Technical Edi ion (CTE) teacher, is:p

(right) at a Feb. 20 celebratifon at Willowbrook that also;f

presentations of the school’s Qutstanding Student awards for
the third quarter. Willowbrook sophomore Allison Pozos (left)
presented the Outstanding Teacher award to Ennis.To parn that
award, a staff member must treat teaching as a passion, cre-
ate a positive learning environment, use a variety of sirategies
o engage students, be willing to offer exira support, provide
prompt and elfecuve fesdback to students, and relate to and

ints and persp

Nominations are accepted for residential and nop ial proper-
ties in Villa- Park and may be submitted by property owners, business
owriers and by others who feel a project or site deserves recognition,

Nomination forais will be kept on file for future consideration for a
period of no more than two years from the date of submission.

Nominations are-due by March 21, for consideration by the Eaviron-
mental Concerns Commission for the previous year’s award. In most in-
stances, the award will be presented by the commission at a Vx]]age Board
meeting that is closest to Earth Day, Apnl 22.

For more information, contact commission chair Bob Wagner at 630-
484-8856.

print version nomination form is also available at: hitp://www.invillapa- .
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The Willowbrook boys b ball team pleted its with a 60-54 loss
to Glenbard West in a Feb. 26 regional semifinal at the IHSA Class 4A Addison Trail
Regional, The Warriors finlshed their 2024-25 season with an overall record of 8-23.
Willowbrook opened post: play with a 65-54 victory aver West Chicago in
a Feb. 24 reglonal quarterfinal In Villa Park. Junior Otls Powell (No. 2- above right)
scored a team-leading 20 points for the Warriors in thelr win over West Chicago.
Senlor Mark Murrelt (No. 3 - above middle) céntributed 17 points for Willowbraok,
while Junlor Jaylen Griffin provided 10 polnts. Senior Fillp Palutkiewicz (No. 23 -
above feft) and sophomore Michael Garner added nine points each. Garner provid-
ed his nine points with three 3-polnt shots—iwo In the first quarter and one In the
second quarter. Willowbrook led West Chicago 24-13 after one quarter and 35-19
at halftime. The Wildcats cut the Warrlors’ lead to 47-37 by the end of third quarter.

Coming event

Answers

Warriors’ season ends with a loss to Glenbard West

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Hock Valley Publls

Willowbrook faced an uphill battle in its reglonal semifinal against Glenbard Wi
at Addison Trail. Glenbard West is the No. 1 seed In the St. Charles East Sectit
al, while Willowbrook was the sectlonal’s No. 16 seed. The Warrlors and Glenb:
West wers tied at 11-11 after one quarter of the Feb. 26 contest. The Hilltoppers |
Wilfowbrook 30-23 at halftime and 47-36 after three quarters. Palutklewlcz drain
three shots from 3-point range and scored a team-high 21 points In last wee
loss to Glenbard West. Powell, who also made three 3-point baskets during !
game, supplied 18 points. Garner added seven points. Gritiin and Murrell scon
five and three points, respectively. Garner, Griffin and Murrell each made one sl
from 3-point range. Glenbard West went on to edge Addison Tralt 74-73 in Frida
reglonal final in Addison. Earller this week, Glenbard West faced Glenbard Eas!
- a sectional semifinal at St. Charles East.

‘Women In the Blues’ at Villa various types,of blues music, such as PUZZLE 1

PUZZLE 2

Park Library March 8
On Sunday, March 9, from 2-3:30

classic blues, ‘gospel, country and hill
country blueg and will discuss the
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p.m., join the Villa Park Public Li- women that inade these styles pop-

ular, Donna Herula, Chicage Blues
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brary and hear the songs and stories

of the great women blues singers, Hall of Famé inductee, will perform
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songwriters, and instrumentalists songs made gopular by these women
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along with Her trio includ arc

such as Bessic Smith, Memphis
Edelstein onlupright bass and”Tony

Minnie, Jessic Mae Hemphill, Sis-

ajzio|=la|efm]s

ml=lelwluic]alma

oleln
Bl

ter Rosetta Tharpe and Bonnie Raitt. Wittrock on guitar and mandolin.
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‘Women were a dominating force in

Registration is required. For more in-
blues music beginning in the 1920's

formation, visit the library’s website
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and continue to have an impact to- at www.vppl.info or call 630-834-
1164.
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