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Speak ouf......... o 5 Sp()rfs ''''''''' 2 18-20  witiowbrook High Schoot's dance team wiHl participate In this week’s IHSA competitive dance state
§ meet in Bloomington. The Warriors earned a berth In the state meet with thelr third-place finish In the
16-team 2A-2 divislon at Saturday’s sectional competition at Malne East High School In Park Ridge. The

2 NOSKKIY top six taams in each division at the sectlonal qualifled for the state meet. Benet Academy won the 2A-2
; Lglzzl'.?;o‘;glsammd z w division’s sectional tltle at Malne East with its score of 88.73. Fenton (88.57) placed second, while Wil-
' . WNE a o lowbrook (87.45) tinished third. The members of the Warriors’ state-qualifying team are: seniors Gianna
i Y ¢ g M8 Glampaoll and Kelly Ki ; Juniors Ava J ich, Maddy McEliin, Gedvina Mickevicius and Cecllia
- 88 1ONLSIA SH39vdNa ug I Oddo; saph Kyrl Burrhtt, EHizabeth Deany and Amanzia Termini; and freshman Brianna FF
GZOTISTIBOLS

T Ee0D 5 1580 The state meet takes place this Friday and Saturday at Grossinger Motors Arena in.Bloomington.
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Brennan named
88's Best for January

Witlowbrook High School senlor Maggle Brennan of Villa
Park was I tly d as her school’s of the 88's
Best award for the month of January. Brennan was recognized
during the District 88 Board of Education’s Jan. 13 meeting.
She is plctured (right) at that meeting with Willowbraok Princt-
pal Dan Krause (left). While speaking during the boarfl meeting,
Krause read comments from some of Brennan’s teachers, who
described her as a standout student who is mature, kind, dedi-
cated, hard-working and consclentious. Brennan is an Advanced
Pl t Schotar with Distinctlon and an lllinois State Schol-
ar. She has been named to Willowbrook’s Distinction Honor Holl
duting each semester of her time in high school. Brennan Is the
president of the school's National Honor Soclety chdpter. She's
also a member of several other honar socleties, ingluding the
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Apply now for AAUW Scholarships

The Elmburst Area Branch of the
American Association of University
Women (AAUW) is now accepting
applications for three $4,500 scholar-
ships for women in peed of financial
assistance to continue their education
at the un or graduate lev-
el. The deadline to apply is April 15.
AAUW’s mission is to advance gender

equity through research, education and _

advocacy.

To be eligible, women must be 23
or older and residents of Elmhurst, Ad-
dison, Bensenville, Berkeley, North-
Jake, Osk Brook, Oakbrook Terrace
or Villa Park. Applicants must have al-

ready completed 12 credit hours at an

accredited community or undergrad-

uate college or university. Applicants
may be full-time or part-time students.

For an application and/or more in-
formation, visit www.aauwelmhurst.
org. Call 630-207-4851 after your ap-
plication is submitted to confirm re-
ceipt.

The AAUW Elmburst Area Branch
is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.
Funds from the Elmhurst Branch’s an-
1mal vsed book sale are used to support
the local scholarships, national AAUW
research and programs for women and
girls

Blair-Sherlock introduces series
of property tax relief measures

Responding to homeowner com-
cerns about the cost of property tax-
es, state Rep. Diane Blair-Sherlock,
D-Villa Park, has introduced legisla-
tion to raise the senior homestead ex-
emption’s income limitation, increase
the persons with disabilities exemp-
tion and strengthen transparency re-
quirements on tax bills.

“We should look to take responsible
action to drive down costs for home-
owaers, especially for those who are
on a fixed income,” Blair-Sherlock
said. “These proposals are needed
updates, and would be a good starting
point to further build on with reforms
to make our property ax system bet-
ter for taxpayess.”

Blalr-Sherlock’s proposals
include: 3
» House Bill 61, which would re-

quire tax bills to clearly show how
much of a taxpayer’s bill is going to-
ward a local ballot initiative or refer-
endum, as well as when that specific
item will expire.

- House Bill 69, which raises the

Low-Income Senior Citizens Assess-

ment Freeze Homestead Exemption
limitation from $65,000 to §75,000.

« House Bill 70, which increases
the homestead exemption for per-
sons with disabilities from $2,000 to

,000.

“Our existing exemptions must
properly reflect the effect of inflation
and changes to the cost of living,”
Blair-Sherlock said. “Every dollar
mattess, so let’s take real action in
Springfield fo deliver real relief for
local residents.”

For more information, contact Sta-
teRep46 @gmail.com.

DuPage Care Center hosting Valentine's
balloon fundraiser to benefit residents

The DuPage Care Center will hosta
fimdraiser for the ity to send

Tri-M Music Honor Society, as woell as the English, , Science
and World L ge honor Ioties, along with Willowbrook’s
social studies honor society—Civitas. Brennan is a f ber of

the school’s orchestra and cholr. She’s also a co-captain of the
school’s speech team. Additionally, she's a cast and crew mem-
ber In the school’s theatrical productions, and she reads the dai-
ty announcements at Willowbrook. She also serves as a student

dor to assist fi and she's a leader in the
New Beginnings program, which helps freshmen adjust to the
transition to high school. Brennan has also been ajmember of
Willowbrook’s girls cross-country team. Responding to a board
member’s question about what advice she would give to Incom-
Ing freshmen, Brennan stated she would tell them tb take risks
and push themselves outside of their comfort zonés. Brennan
stated that there are so many opportunitles for students at Wil-
lowbrook, and that high school is a great time to have fun and
explore who you are. After she graduates from high school in
May, Brennan plans 1o attend the University of lows, where she
intends to study nursing.

DuPage County State’s Attomey
Robert Berlin and Oak. Brook Chief
of Police Brian Strockis announced
Jast week that Judge Joshua Dieden
has granted the state’s motion to detain
four men accused of stealing nearly
$5,000 worth of merchandise from the
Oak Brook Sunglass Hut store.

Jaidera Rincon-Jaramillo, 24, with

Additionally,

eluding (Class 4 felor¥

=

p.m., officers with the

On Jan. 20 at approximately 2:37
Oak Brook Po-
lice Department recejved information
about suspicious activity involving a
sitver Ford Fusion parked in the Oak-

no known address; Jonamer Bami-
os-Moreno, 28, of Chicago; Gregory
Mendoza-Rivas, 25, with no known
address; and David Vivas-Esis, 21, of
Chicago, appeared in First Appearance
Court,-where each was charged with
one count of burglary (Class 2 felony),
one count of robbery (Class 2 felony)
and one count of retail theft (Class 3
felony).

brook Center parking lot. Officers lo-
cated the Ford and began surveillance.

Itis alleged that as pfficers surveilled
the Ford, they alerted employees at
Sunglass Hut about three individuals,
later identified as ; Mendoza-Rivas,

. Barrios-Moreno am:l Vivas-Esis and

an unknown indivi entering their
store. It is alleged that Mendoza-Ri-
vas, Bartios-Moreno, Vivas-Esis and

Valentine wishes to center residents.

For a $5 donation, community
members may send a balloon to a
Care Center resident to spread cheer
and warm wishes. n the past, the pub-
lic sent neasly 1,000 heart-shaped, he-
ium balloons to line the corridors and
tooms on Valentine’s Day.

Volunteers and staff deliver the
balloons to the residents living at the
Center, brightening their days, and
bringing lots of smiles along, the way.

“During cold winter days, fundrais-
ers like this warm the hearts of the res-
idents of the Care Center,” said Greg
Schwarze, chairman of the County’s
Human Services Committee. “Every

the unknown accomplice entered the
Sunglass Hut, selected 13 pairs of sun-.
glasses worth a total of approximately
4,960, and attempted to flee the store
without paying for the merchandise.
Tt is alleged that after a brief struggle
during which the defendants pulled an
employee to the grond, the four men
fled the store with Mendoza-Rivas,
Barrios-Moreno and Vivas-Esis re-
taming to the Ford and the unknown
accomplice fleing into the mall.

Tt is alleged that after committing
the robbery, Mendoza-Rivas, Barri-
os-Moreno and Vivas-Esis ran to, and
then entered, the Ford. Officers acti-
vated their emergency lights and siren,
at which time the Ford, allegedly oc-
cupied by Rincon-Jarammillo, ‘who was

year, we hear incredible stories from
the tesidents about how this event
1ifts their spirits. It's a wondetful way
to let our friends at the Care Center
know how much we appreciate and
cherish them.”

Balloon donations will be accepted
until Feb. 13, and may be ordered on-
line through the DuPage Care Centet
Foundation’s website. Balloons will
be delivered on Feb. 14

Punds from the sale of balloons will
benefit the Resident Recreation Fund,
which provides programs and activi-
ties to improve the quality of tife of
residents living at the center.

For more information, contact Lin-
da Gray at 630-784-4303 or email lin-
da.gray @dupagecounty.gov.

mmmsmmmmmum@m_mmmmmmmmmmm

Barrios-Moreno are each charged with
one count of aggravited flecing and

waiting in the vehicle, fled. Itis alleged
Rincon-Jaramillo was driving the Ford
und as he fled, he Teached speeds of
approximately 93 mph on Butterfield
Road and ultimately made his way o
easthound 1-290.

Tt is further alleged that the Ford
continued to fiee from offieers on 1-290
and ultimately exited the expressway
at southbound Mannheim Road after
officers successfully deployed spike
strips. It is further alleged that the Ford
turned westbound onto Harrison and
pulled over. All four defendants were
taken into custody at that time.

The next conrt date for each defen-
dant is scheduled for Feb. 18 for ar-

raignment in front of. Judge Ann Celine

O’Hallaren Walsh-
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Warriors split two conference games

The Willowbraok boys basketball team played a palr of West Sub-
_urban Gold Conference home games last week. The Warriors de-
feated Morton 62-55 In a conference game in Villa Park on Jan. 22.
Three days later, Willowbrook suffered a 66-49 home lass to confer-
ence rival Hinsdale South. The Warrlors fell to 7-15 overall and 3-3
in conference play following Saturday’s loss to the Hornets. Morton
led Willowbrook 16-13 after one quarter of last week’s contest. The
Mustangs held a 35-32 lsad at haiftime. Morton owned a slim 45-
43 lead at the end of the third quarter. The Warrlors then rallied In
the game's final eight minutes, when they outscored Morton 18-10.
Junlor Otis Powell scored a team-high 22 points for the Warrlors in
1ast week’s victory over the Mustangs. Senlor Fitip Paluikiewicz add-
ed 12 polnts. Junlor Jaylen Gritfin provided 10 points, while seniors
Mark Murrelt and Jaden Royal contributed eight points each. The
Warriors tralled Hinsdale South 12-6 after the first quarter of Satur
day’s game. The Hornets led the Warriors 30-20 at halftime and 46-34
at the end of the third quarter. Hinsdale South's lead grew to 66-40
during the fourth quarter. Willowbrook scored the gante’s final nine
points to irim the Hornets’ margin of victory. Powell (Nd. 2) scored 21
points In Saturday’s home loss, which completed the drs‘l half of the
Warriors’ conference schedule. Royal contributed 10:points, while
Palutklewlcz (No. 23) provided elight points. Gritfin and Murrell sup-
plied five points each. Witlowbrook’s schedule this week featured a
non-conference game at Glenbard East on Jan. 28.
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The Chicago Police Department
confirmed to Capito]l News Illinois Jan.
21 it would not assist federal immigra-
tion authorities with civil enforcement.
CPD also does not docuspent immigra-
tion status. 3

“To be clear, the Chicago Police
Department will not assist or intervene
in civil immigration enforcement in
accordance with the City of Chicago
Municipal Code,” a CPD spokesper-
son said in an emailed statement. “As
always, we will continue to enforce the
law if a crime occurs, regardless of the
citizenship status of those involved.”

Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott
began busing migrants to Chicago in
2022 as part of what critics, including
Pritzker, called a political stunt. Since
August 2022, nearly 52,000 people
seeking asylum arrived by bus and
plane through Dec. 18, 2024, accord-
ing to city data.

The governors of Arizona and Flor-
jda also bused migrants to various
cities, including New York City and
‘Washington, D.C.

Chicago has been a sanctuary city
for immigrants since 1985 and reaf-
firmed the protections during the first
Trump administration.

A Jome counter-protester stood
acgoss the street during the Jan. 20
demonstration, swinging an American
flag back and forth chanting “America
first!” He declined to give his name.

Advocacy organizations warm
undocumented clients

Since late last year, advocacy orga-
nizations have been waming and pre-
paring their updocumented clients by
Tosting “Know Your Rights” sessions,
including roleplay workshops on what

in the all-around competition (32.0).

m Brookifield. The Hi

second in the Invites all-around competition with

vault (8.8).and fifth on the bal: beam (9.0). F

Warriors in action
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standings with her score of 32.4. Capulong is picfured during her routine on the balance beam,
which earned a fourth-place score of 9.1. Sophomgre Lilll Maclas of the Warriors finished seventh
She placed sixth on both the vautlt (9.05) and the balance
beam (8.6). Sophomore Mallory Yeazel of Willowbrbok finished eighth in the all-around standings
with her score of 30.75. Willowbrook freshman Ellg Paulsen earned a ninth-place all-around score
of 29.75. The Warriors earned a second-place finigh In the team standings of Saturday’s Bulldog
fonal at F id South/Lemont co-op team won the event's title
with its score of 142.25. Willowbrook earned a second-place score of 129.2. Campbell finished
her score of 35.15. Capulong earned seventh
in the all-around standings with her total of 33.35..Campbell placed second on the vault (8.9) and
fourth on both the balance beam (9.05) and the uneven bars (8.45). Capuiong placed third on the
fsen turned In a fifth-place score of 8.5 on the

vault. The Warriors will host an IHSA regional competition on Thursday, Feb. 6.

The Willowbrook giris
gymnastics team faced the
Downers Grove co-ap team
in last week’s dual meet In
Villa Park. Downers Grove
outscored the Warriors
144.0 to 131.9 in the Jan.
23 mest’s team standings.
Willowbrook senior Naomi
Campbell delivered a first-
place performance In floor
exercises with a routine
that earned a score of 9.05.
Campbell placed third in
the meet’s all-around stand-
Ings with her total of 35.50.
She finished third on the
balanée beam (9.15), ted
for fourth on the vault (9.2)
and placed fifth on the un-
even bars (8.1). Campbell is
plctured while approaching
the vault. Junior Kala Capu-
Ilong of Willowbrook placed
sixth in the all-around

1o do if a loved one is detained.
La Villita Community, an organiza-
tion in the majority Hispanic Little Vil-

" lage neighborhood, provided instruc-

tions on social media ahead of reported
ICE activity.

Other groups like the Iilinois Coali-
tion for Fmimigrant and Refugee Rights
serve Tlinois communities beyond
Chicago.

Dhlce Ortiz, the ICIRR board pres-
ident, came to the U.S. from Mexico
without documentation when she was
10 years old. The now 43-year-old is
a U.S. citizen, and she's providing re-
sources to people who are in the same
shoes as she was as a child.

“I had to make some decisions when
1 was young, (and} I hope young wom-
en will never have to make those de-
cisiops in order to become a U.S. citi-
zen,” Ortiz said.

ICIRR, which primarily serves Lake
County and parts of McHenry County,
defines its mission as to empower and
integrate immigrants into their com-
munities.

The organization recommends
preparation ahead of possible confron-
tations with ICE officers, including
renewing any visas or permits five
months ahead of their expiration. Or-
tiz, the ICIRR board president, sug-
gests a three-step process: don't open
your door, remain sjlent and ask for a
lawyer.
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“We don’t want to create even more
fear in our community, but at the end of
.the day, the fear is already there,” Ortiz
said. “And T rather argue to be ready
and prepared and alest and aware than
us, you know, trying to protect their
feelings and do nothing,”

Ortiz and other ICIRR advocates
have been meeting with state legisla-
tors, ensuring staff and volunteers are
Keeping an eye out for any ICE pres-
ence and hosting mental health work-
shops.

Another group, Immigrant Solidari-
ty DuPage, provides services ta immi-
grants in the Chicagoland area, orga-
nizer Cristobal Cavazos said.

Cavazos attended the Federal Plaza
protest alongside a dozen members of
the organization, saying that although
there is fear, it’s important to transiate
that fear to action.

“We want to show Trump that we
are many and we are more united than
ever,” Cavazos said in an interview
conducted in Spanish. “He’s not going
to make us feel like strangers in our
own home.” -

Ashley N. Soriano and Ismael M.
BTl are grad p) in
Jjournalism_with Northwesterm Uni-
versity’s Medill School of Journalism,
Media, Integrated Marketing Cornu-
nications, and Fellows in its Medill Illi-
nois News Bureau working in partner-
ship with Capitol News Illinois.

Receive an eSubscription of
your hometown newspaper!

Lombardian|
B —

Receive a digital copy of your hometown newspaper
every week with an eSubscription for only $35 a year.
There's no waiting for your home delivery. -
Your link to the weekly newspaper will be emailed to you
every Thursday. The digital version of the newspaper can he
read on a computer, laptop or tablet.

For an eSubscription, visit rockvalleyenews.com

or calt 627-7010.

The Lombardian,
Addison Independent,
Bensenville Independent

and Villa Park Review
Published by
Rock Valiey Pubiishing
240 N. West Ave., Suite B
Elmhurst, IL 60126
Phone: 630.834.8244

=== a1
{El-l Yo = 2|

453197




