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Court grants state’s motion to detain pre-trial Chicago
man charged with robbing AutoZone at gunpoint

DuPage County State’s Attorney
Robert Berlin and Wheaton Chief

of Police Princeton Youker have an- -

nounced that Judge Robert Douglas
has granted the state’s motion to de-
‘tain pre-trial a Chicago man accused
of robbing a2 Wheaton AutoZone at
‘gunpoint.

Elliot Thomas, 38, appeared at
First Appearance Court and was
charged with one count of armed
tobbery with a firearm, a Class X
felony.

On Nov. 4, Wheaton police offi-
cers responded to a call of a man with

a gun at the AutoZone located in the
800 block of E. Roosevelt Road.
Following an investigation into
the matter, it is alleged that an in-
dividual, later identified as Thomas,
entered the AutoZone, selected a
Duralast torque socket set valued at
$25.99 and exited the building.

It is alleged that when Thomas ex-

jted the store, he activated the door
security sensors at which time a fe-
male employee asked him to come
back in the store. It is further alleged
that the employee followed Thomas
outside the store and again asked him

Willowbrook presents
its fall musical this week

Kiwanis Club of Villa Park will hold a spaghetti dinner
fundraiser before Friday’s performance

The Willowbrook High School
theater department will present its
fall musical—*The 25" Annuval Put-
nam County Spelling Bee”—this
week. There will be performances
of the musical on Thursday, Nov. 14,
Friday, Nov. 15 and Saturday, Nov.
16. Each presentation will begin at 7
p.m. in the school’s Doris E. White
Auditoriom.

The musical comedy follows a
group of six adolescent children as
they vie for the spelling champlon—
ship of a Jifetime.

Tickets cost $10 for those 13 and
older and $5 for children 12 and
younger. Admission is free for those
with a District 88 student ID or a
District 88 Senior Gold Card. Family
passes will not be accepted.

Tickets will be on sale at the box

office, which will open 30 minutes.

before each performance. Tickets
can be ordered online at https://www.
dupage88.net/site/page/15745.

e Kiwanis Club of Villa Park
will hold a spaghetti dinner fundrais-
er before the performance of Friday
night, Nov. 15. The dinner will take
place from 5 to 6:45 p.m. at Willow-
brook. Tickets for the dinner (fickets
for the play are sold separately) are
$10 for adults, $7 for teenagers and
$5 for children 6-12. Kids S and un-
der can eat for free.

The spaghetti dinner at Willow-
brook will include a gift cazd fund-
Taiser at 6 p.m.

For more information about the
musical, contact director: Regina
‘Wathier at rwathier@dupage88.net.
For more information about;the spa-
ghetti dinner, visit kiwanisclubofvil-
lapark.com.

Obituary

ROBERT DOLLINGER, 89

On Nov. 8, 2024, Robert Joseph
Dollinger passed away.

Bob was bom March 29, 1935,
married to his beloved wife Sandra
on Dec. 27, 1958 at Holy Angels
Catholic Church in Aurora, Illinois.
Robert attended St. Joseph Elemen-
tary School in Aurora, high school
was spent at Marmion Military Acad-
emy in Aurora. Bob was the captain
of the high school varsity basketball
team. After graduation in 1953 from
Marmion he enrolled at Northern IIL.
University and received his BS in In-
dustrial Education.

He then continued graduate school
completing all but the last 6 hours of

a doctorate degree. Robert was the

loving Husband to the late Sandra; a
devoted father of Steven (Julie) Doll-
inger, Deborah “Dollinger” Stear,
and Julie “Dollinger” (Albert) De-
Salvo; and dear grandfather of Ryan
{Allison) DeSalvo, Jacob and Chris-
topher DeSalvo, Philip (Kelly) Doll-
inger, Crystal Stear and Daniel (Erin)
Stear; great grandpa of Charlie and
Benjamin DeSalvo, Ellery and Ains-
ley Stear and Caden Dollinger.
Robert was the son of Hildegard
and Alferd Dollinger of Aurora, 1L..
After Robert was discharged from
the Anny he married a beautiful,
intelligent young lady from Aurora.

They moved to Villa Park, IL. where
he was teaching Industrial Arts at
John Albright Middle School. Their
three young children, Steven, Debo-
rah, and Julie moved with them.

After Bob retired from teaching
in 1990, Sandra started her Astor-
ville Antique furpiture business and
retired in 2001. Robert and Sandra
traveled 4 times to Ireland, 4 to Ger-
many, Scotland, Jarnaica and many
U.S. states.

Robert is survived by his 3
children, 6 grandchildren! and 5
great-grandchildren, a sister Joan
Lutz of Aurora, a sister m law Su-

to retum to the store. Tt is further al-
Jeged that Thomas initially ignored
the employee’s request but then
turned to the employee and told her
in a threatening manner “you don’t
wanna know what I have in here.”

It is alleged that Thomas then un-
zipped a cross-body bag he had on
his person and showed the employ-
ee a pistol, later determined to be a
loaded Stoeger STR-9, 9 mm pistol,
with a fifteen-round magazine. It is
alleged that, Thomas then got into
a 2002 Chevy Tahoe and fled the
scene.

Glen Ellyn police located Thomas
within minutes and conducted a traf-
fic stop on the vehicle during which
officers allegedly found the loaded
weapon inside the cross-body bag
and the Duralast socket set inside the
vehicle. Thomas was taken into cus-
tody at this time. E

Thomas’ next court appearance is
scheduled for Dec. 2 for arraignment
in front of Judge Mia McPherson. If
found gnilty, Thomas faces a sen-
tence of between 21 to 45 years in
the Tlinois Department of Correc-
tions.

88's Best for October

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Ramirez named

Willowbrook High School senlor Oscar Ramirez was recently
named his school's recipient of the 88’s Best award for the month
of October. Ramirez was honored during the District 88 Board of
Education’s Oct. 28 meeting. He Is pictured (right) at that meeting
with Witlowbrook Principal Dan Krause (left). The District 88 Board
of Educatlon and administration created the 88's Best award to

atWillowbrook and Addison Tralt high schools
for thelr achievements in and out of the classroom. Nine Addison
Trall students and nine Willowbrook students receive the 88's
Best award each school year. Krause read comments from some
of Ramirez’s teachers during the recent board meeting. Those
teachers described Ramirez as bright, thoughtful, generous and
kind. F has during his time at Willow-
braok.-He is an A PI (AP) with Distinc-
tion, and he’s been named to Willowbrook’s Distinction Honor Roll
In each sernester of his high school career. Ramirez Is a member
of honor the Nallonal Honor So-
clety. He's also a of Willowbrook’s math team.
Additlonally, he is a member of the school’s marching band. After
he graduales from Willowbrook in 2025, Ramirez plans to study

and/or

| future schools are the Ur

y of Chicago and the Unlversity of

zanne Ellis of Aurora, a si 16 1
Linda Dollinger of Naperville, and
brother and Sister in law Paul Stare
and Mary Stare of Florida.

Visitation was held Tuesday, Nov.
12, 2024, from 3:00 PM- 8:00 PM
at Steuerle Chapel, 350 S: Ardmore
Ave Villa Park, IL. Funeral dvas held
‘Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024 beginning
from the funeral home with prayers
at 9:45 AM, to St. Alexander Cath-
olic Church, 300 S Commell Villa
Park, IL. Mass 10:15 AM. Interment
Private. Memorials.to Alzheimer’s
Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave.,
Fl. 17, Chicago, IL 60601 are appre-
ciated.

Funeral info:
(630) 832-4161.

steuerlefh.com or

| Hlinois Urbana-Champaign.

deslgn His top two chelces of

Recycling event for political sighs
takes place this Friday and Saturday

DuPage County will hold a free
sign recycling event for corrugated
plastic/cardboard * signs and metal
stands, such as those used by many
political campaigns, at the DuPage
County government corplex on Fri-
day, Nov. 15, from 3 to 5:30 p.m.,
and on Saturday, Nov. 16, from 9
a.m. to noon.

To drop off the signs and stands,
enter through the DuPage Coun-

ty govermment complex’s main
entrance at 421 N. County Farm,
‘Wheaton, and follow the recycling
event signage.

Only cormigated plastic and card-
board will be accepted. Metal stands
must be separated from signs prior to
drop-off. .

For more- information, -call 630-
407-6700, or email recycle @dupage-
county.gov.
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Warriors close out season with 21-9 Ioss to Salnt Rita

The Willowbrook football team’s
2024 season came to an end with
Friday’s.21-9 loss to Saint Rita in an
IHSA Class 7A second-round playoff
game in Villa Park.

The Warriors, who opened their
season with a 1-3 record, finished their
year with a 7-4 record.

Saint Rita, which snapped Willow-
brook’s six-game winning streak with
Friday’s victory, improved to 9-2 and
advanced to the Class 7A quarterfi-
nal round. The Mustangs will play a
post-season home game against Quin-
¢y (11-0) this Saturday in Chicago.
‘The winner will face Mount Carmel or
Nomal’s Community High School in
the semifinal round.

“The effort is something to be proud
of,”” said Willowbrook: coach Nick Hil-
dreth while speaking about the War-
riors after Friday’s season-ending loss.

Senior Dean Romano gave Willow-

second quarter and did not return to ac-
tion. Reed was hit as he was throwing
a pass, which floated in the air and was
intercepted by the Mustangs.

Saint Rita took the lead with its
17-yard touchdown pass with 6:40
Temaining in the second quarter. The
extra-point kick gave the Mustangs a
7-3 Iead.

Saint Rita missed a 26-yard field-
goal attempt in the first quarter. The
Mustangs missed a 36-yard field-goal
try with less than 20 seconds left in the
second quarter. Saint Rita missed two
more field-goal attempts (from 43 and
47 yards) in the third quarter.

The Warriors’ offense struggled
without Reed. Senior receiver KJ
Rhodes, who had never played quarter-
back in his life before Friday’s game,
took snaps at that position during the
second half and absorbed 2 number of
hits fiom the Saint Rita defense as he

seconds left in the game. The Warriors
weren’t able to execute the extra-point
kick.

Hildreth noted that the Warriors
advanced to the second round of the
IHSA' Class 7A playoffs after be-
ginning the season with two straight
losses. Willowbrook held a 1-3 re-
cord after its first four games. The
‘Warriors then reeled off five straight
victories to finish their regular sea-
son with a 6-3 record. Willowbrook
opened the post-season with a Nov. 1
game at Rockton’s Hononegah High

School. One year ago, the Indians of

Hononegah crushed the Warriors 44-0
in a second-round game in Rockion. In
this year’s matchup, Willowbrook built
an early 17-) lead that grew to 27-7 by
halftime, The Warriors went on to beat
Hononegah 40-21 to advance to Fri-
day’s second-round meeting against
Samt Rita.

brook a 3-0 lead over Saint Rita when weaved around the field. i =
he kicked a 46-yard field goal with “You could quit and bail; these guys ¢
1:43 left in the first quarter. didn’t,” said Hildreth of the Warriors’ = ap——
The Warriors’ fortunes took'a down-  performance after losing their starting CHRIS FOX PHOTO Rock Valsy Publishing
ward tumn when junior quarterback Ja-  quarterback in the second-round play- The Witiowb {football team p its with Friday’s

honise Reed was injured early in the off game. “These guys continued to
battle against one of the elite programs
in the state.” 3

The Mustangs added to their lead
with a I3-yard touchdown run with
9:25 remaining in the game. The ex-
tra-point kick raised Saint Rita’s lead
to 14-3.

The Mustangs quickly added a
defensive touchdown after hitting
Rhodes and forcing a fumble. A Saint
Rita player picked up the loose ball
and ran 20 yards for a touchdown. The

21-9 loss to Saint Rifa In a second-round matchup in the IHSA Class
7A playoffs. The Warriors closed out their season with a 7-4 record.

Saint Rita improved to 9-2 with Its win over Willowbrook. The Mus-
tangs will face Quincy in this weel’s quarterfinal contest. Wiliow-
brook junior quarterback Jahonise Reed was injured during the sec-
ond quarter of Friday’s game. Senlor receiver KJ Rhodes of the War-
riors, who had never played ai quarterback before, stepped In to play
that position against Salnt Rita, Rhodes (No. 0) Is pictured during
Friday’s contest. The Mustangs led Witiowbrook 7-3 at halftime. After
a scoreless third quarter, Saint Rita scored two touchdowns in the
fourth quarter to take a 21-3 lead. Willowbrook senior Charlie Siegler
scored the game'’s final points on a 53-yard touchdown run with less
than one minute 1o play.

e Broncos

(Continued from page 17)

in Chicago on Oct. 31. The Mustangs
beat the Warriors 21-25, 25-23, 25-17.
‘Willowbrook completed its season
with an overall record of 29-8.
Senior Hannah Kenny piled up 10
kills, 17 assists and 16 digs for the

‘Warrjors in the regional final against
Downers Grove South. Senior Anna
Marinier contributed nine kills and
seven digs. Junior Kendall' Norton

supplied 17 assists, while sophomore

Melanie Marinier provided 16 digs.
Senior Wendy Pollak hit four kills for
the Warriors. Sophomore Maggie Hur-
ley also connected for four kills. Junior
Julia Amin bashed four kills and made
three blocks. Senior Lily Javier deliv-
ered three kills and six digs.

‘Willowbrook opened the post-sea-
son with a 25-18, '25-18 win over
Whitney Young in a regional semifinal
match on Oct. 29.

Downers Grove South and three,

other teams competed in last week's
Class 4A sectional at Willowbrook-in
Villa Park. The Mustangs beat York

Mustangs advanced to this week’s su-
per-sectional match against Lockport
at Riverside-Brookfield. The winner
of that match will earn a berth in the
IHSA Class 4A state semifinals in Nor-
mal.

Rams open the Class 4A
post-season with a loss

Glenbard East’s girls “volleyball
team wrapped up its 2024 season
with a 25-19, 25-12 loss to River-
side-Brookfield in a semifinal match at
the THSA Class 4A York Regional in
Elmhurst on Oct. 26.

The Rams ended their season with a
1224 record.

Riverside-Brookfield went on to
lose-to York in the regional final in
Elmhurst on Oct. 31. York beat the
Bulldogs 25-23, 25-19 to claim the re-
gional title.

extra-point kick gave the Mustangs a

21-3 Jead with 8:07 to play.
‘Willowbrook senior Charlie Siegler

ran 53 yards for a touchdown with 38.8

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Sectional
champion

Wlilowbrook senior Audrey
Morgan of the Addison Trail/Wil-
Iowbrook girls swim team wen
the 500-meter freestyle race at

y's IHSA at
York ngh Schoot in Elmhurst.
Morgan completed the race in a
first-place time of 5 minutes, 8.90
seconds. She is pictured with
her medal after her victory. With
her win at the sectional, Morgan
qualified for the [HSA state meet,
which will take place this Friday
and Saturday at FMC Natatorium
In Westmont.

CHRIS FOX FILE PHOTO Rock Vailsy Publishing

Fifth-place
effort at
state meet

25-16, 25-15 in a sectional semifi- i

nat match ox Nov. 5. Two days lat- Willowbrook senior Amelie Can Publish Your
er, Downers Grove South won the Ojeda competed in Saturday’s Legals
sectional title by defeating Downers IHSA Class 3A girls cross-coun-

Grove North 25-13, 23-25, 2521 The | try state meet in' Peoria. Ojeda Cali 815-877-4044

finished fifth in the individual
standings of the 3-mile race,
which she completed in 16 min-
utes, 40.6 seconds. One year ago,
Ojeda ran to a 37"-place finish
in the 2023 [HSA Class 3A girls
state meet. Ojeda, who earned
All-State honors with her fifth-
place showing in Saturday’s race,
blazed to impressive victories In
her three races leading up to the
state meet. On Oct. 19, she won
the Individual title at the West
Suburban Gold Conference Meet.
One week later, on Oct. 26, Ojeda
raced to a first-place finish at the
Lyons Township Regional. She Is
pictured during her regional vic-
tory. On Nov. 2, Ojeda delivered
a first-place performance at the
Hinsdale Central Sectional.
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Morgan SWims L4 caste" {Continued from page 20)

at the IHSA
state meet

Willowbrook senior Audrey Mor-
gan of the Addison Trail/Willow-
brook girls swim team competed at
the THSA girls state swimming and
diving meet, which took place Friday
and Saturday, Nov. 15-16, at FMC
Natatorium in Westmont.

Morgan participated in the 500-
yard freestyle event at the state meet.
She d the race in 5
14.82 seconds during Friday's pre-
liminaries and placed 34" among the
state meet’s competitors in that event.
Morgan did not advance to Saturday’s
finals. The swimmers with the top
eight preliminary times in the 500-
yard freestyle competed in Saturday’s
‘A’ final. The eight swimmers who
placed 9-16 in the preliminaries took
part in Saturday’s ‘B’ final,

Morgan qualified for the state meet
with her first-place effort in the 500-
yard freestyle at the Nov. 9 sectional
at York High School in Elmhurst.

cohabitating or co-parenting cou-
ples. Oftentimes, abusive partners
use financiaj limitations as a method
of control to prevent a victim from
leaving the situation.

This means that people leaving
abusive relationships may have lim-
ited access to pay their own bills;
and may lose access to housing and
childcare.

Domestic vw]ence shelters report
that information about these accounts

is commonly withheld doring the
dissolution of abusive relationships.
This legislation aims 1o circomvent
this, allowing victims equal insight
into their household finances.

This bill has endorsements from
the National Partnership for Women
& Families, National Organization
for Women (NOW), the Iltinois Co-
alition Against Domestic Violence,
and the Illinois Coalition Against
Sexual Assault.
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Warriors sign
National Letters of Intent

Three Wlllowbrook High School sen|ors signed National Letiers
of Intent last week to i their and

at the collegiate level. Hannah Kenny (above), who recently conclud-
ed a decorated four-year varsity career with Willowbrook's girls vol-
feybalf program, will attend the University of Louisville, where she
will play for the Cardinals’ women’s volleyball team. Amelie Ojeda
(below), who ran to a fifth-place finish In the IHSA Class 3A girls
-cross-country state meet on Nov. 9, will continue her crogss-coun-
try and track careers at Northern lllinois University. Sonia Ruchala
{bottom), who will play her senior season for the Warriors’ softbail
program in the spring of 2025, witl continue her softball career at

University Indi :
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Witlowhrook Student receives her Schoo's 88' Besthonor for November

- Senior will graduate in
December; she will study

Willowbrook High School senior
Eliana Torres was recently named
her school’s recipient of the 88’s
Best award for the month of No-
vember.

Torres was honored during the
District 88 Board of Education’s
Nov..11 meeting. -

The District 88 Board of Educa-
tion and administration created the
88’s Best award to recognize stu-
dents at Willowbraok and Addison
Trail high schools for their achieve-
ments in and out of the classroom.
Nine Addison Trail stodents and
nine Willowbrook students receive
the 88’s Best award each school
year.

During the recent meeting, Wil-
lowbrook Principal Dan Krause
read some comments that Wil-
lowbrook staff members made
about Torres. Those staff members
praised Torres,” describing her as

compassionate and engaged, and

always willing to lend a helping
hand.

Krause noted that Torres avoid-
ed classes as a freshman, and did
not-initially find academic success
in high school. She also had con-
flicts with some of her peers, and
with-some Willowbrook deans. But
thanks to her own hard work and
determination, and support from
tier family and Willowbrook staff
members, ‘Torres built a path to
success. As one staff member not-
ed, her academic performance and
maturity have continued to improve
sach year. -

As. a junior, Torres earned her
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)
license. Torres works at an assisted
living facility. She also cantributes
to Willowbrook’s Little - Warrior
preschool program.

Torres wiltgraduate from Wil-
lowbrook in December. She will
attend College of DuPage, where
she will continue to study nursing.
Torres said she would love to be a
neonatal mirse, or Possib]y work in
labor and delivery:

Torres gave fome emotional
comments while speaking at the
Nov. 11 board meeting, She thanked
her mother, father and stepfather,
along with her boyfriend, and Wil-
lowbrook teachers and secretaries
for supporting her.- :

District 88 Board of Education
President Dopna Craft Cain com-
plimented Torres iluring the Nov.
11 board meeting.

“This is what public schools are™
all about,” said the board president
while. addressing Torres. “We ail

don’t start school ready fo take on |

the world. Sometimes it takes time,
but you’ve proven;that you can do
it, and that others can do it too.”

District 88-Board member Amy
Finnegan asked Torres during the
meeting what adyice she would
give to an incoming freshman to
Help them find sucdess. 1

“I would say, dtay out of any
drama,” responded Torres. “It's not
worth it. Focus on you and your ed-
ucation rather than anything else,
because it does matter.”
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Willowbrook High School senlor Ellana Torres was honored as her school's reciplent of the 88’s Best
award for the month of Novernber. Torres was recognized during the District 88 Board of Education’s
Nov. 11 meeting. She is plctured (right) at that meeting with Wiliowbrook Principat Dan Krause (left). As
a freshman in high school, Torres struggled acadernically, but she forged a new path over the next few
years, As a junior, she earned her Certified Nursing Asst: {CNA) lis Torres works at an assisted
flving facllity In the area. She also contributes to Willowbrook’s Little Warrlor preschool program. Torres
wilt gradh from high school in D: ber. She will attend College of DuPage, where she will continue
to study nursing. Speaking during the recent board meeting, Torres sald she would love to be a neonatal
nurse, or possibly work In labor and delivery.

&30 )2
keniryicatproperties.com
LoveVillaPark.com

fone SchillCHE@RMNIE" i,



CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valey Publishing

Broncos win one, lose one
1 - : <y :

The Montini Catholic girls basketball team opened its 2024-25
season at Willowbrook High School’s five-team Thanksgiving tour-
nament. The Broncos began the event with a convincing 68-37 vic-
tory oveér Chicago’s Perspectives Leadership’Academy on Thursday,
Nov; 21. One night later, Montini suffered a 37-32 loss 16 Lockport in
Villa Park, Senilor Nikkl Kerstein made four shots fram 3-point range
and scored a team-leading 20 points in the Broncos’ win over Per-

spectives Leadership Academy. Senlor Lily Spanos, who drained five R e e
3-point shots in the Broncos’ season opener, provided 18 points for 3 =
Montini in the win, while senior Peyton Farrell contributed 12 points. P )
Montini trailed Lockport 27-14 at halftime of Frlday’s game. Lock- f%.l' o § ]
port led the Broncos 29-20 at the end of the third quarter. Kerstein's = l\ ; t:: ) ’

3-point basket cut Lockport's lead fo 33-32 with 2:15 to play. The Por-
ters then scored four unanswered points to end the game. Kerstein
(No. 1~ above left) made three 3-point shots and scored 16 points for
the Broncos in Friday’s loss. Farrell (No. 24 - above right) supplied
nine points. Montinl compieted the rourid-robin tournament earlier
this week with-games against Plainfield East and Willowbrook.

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valley Mkmng

Warriors win season opener in overtime

Willowbrook’s girls basketball team began its season by playing four games In its five-team Thanksglving tournament. in their first
game of the seasen, the Warriors beat Plainfisld East 48-46 in overtime on Friday night. Wil k trailed the B Is 29-23 at the
end of the third quarter. The Warriors rallied to tie the score at 42-42 at the end of regulatlon and force a four-minute overtime period.
Senior Ayaani Gusman (above left - No.-10) scored 20 points and pulied down 15 rebounds for the Warriors in Friday’s victory. Senlor
Kendall Medinger (above middie ~No. 14) suppjied 12 points for the Warriors, while senlor Kristin Woods (above right - No. 25) scored
10 polnts and grabbed 20 rebounds. Junlor Joely Maclejewski d d an offensive rebound and Inside basket with about one min-
ute feft in the avertime period to give the Warriors a 47-44 lead. Gusman stepped to the free-throw line with 4.1 seconds remalning in

overtime and made one of two free throws to move the Warrlors’ lead to 48-46. Maments later, Plainfield East was called for a traveling |-

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS ook Valley Publishing

Rams begin

their season

Glenbard East's girls basket-
ball team started its season by

- playing three games in a six-

day span last week. On Nov. 18,
the Rams earned a 40-27 win at
Wheaton Academy. One night
later, Glenbard East lost 54-32
to Hinsdale Central In Lombard.

~ The Rams improved to 21 when

they opened thelr own Rachel

 Bach Memorial Tournament with
| Saturday’s 40-38 win over Glen-

bard North. Sophomore Teagan
Murphy (No. 14 - top left) was
Glenbard East’s leading scor-

~ar in each of the team's first

three games. Murphy scored 15
points in the Rams’ win at Whea-

| ton Academy. She provided 10

points In the team’s loss to Hin-
sdale Central. Murphy did not
score in the first three quarters
‘of Saturday’s game. She then
erupted to provide 12 points
In the fourth quarter Murphy
scored five baskets, including

~ two 3-point shots, In the final

quarter. Freshman Olivia Nee
{Ng. 20 - top cight) scered 11
points in the Rams’ win at Whea-
ton Academy. She made three
3-point shots to contribute nine
points in Glenbard East’s loss to
Hinsdale Central. Nee made two
free throws with 20 seconds to
play to help seal Saturday’s win
over Glenbard North. She scored

- four points in the victory over
| - the Panthers. The Rams finished
- the round-robln Rachel- Bach
| Memorfal Tournament earlier

this week with games againsi

pleted their

violation as the final buzzer sounded. Willowbrook fell to 1-1 when it lost 65-23 to Lockport on Saturday. The Warriors
tourhanient sarfier this week with games against Chicago’s P sctives Leadership Acad. and ini-Catholi
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Savoring a state title

Senlor Nick Irion {leff) and head coach Mike Bukovsky {right) of the Montini Catholic football team
are pictured during the past-game press conference after Friday’s IHSA Class 3A state-championship
game In Normal. Montini crushed Monticsilo 48-8 in the title contest. The Broncas won their last 10
games of the 2024 season to finish the year with a 12-2 record. Montini’s football program has now
won seven IHSA state titles. The Broncos won thelr first championship in 2004. The program won four
stralght titles from 2009 to 2012 and cap! d another ch hip in 2015. Bukovsky was an assis-
tant coach for Chris Andriano during the Broncos’ first six state-winning campaigns. Bukovsky has
now been the head coach for Montini state-championship teams In three different sports. He coached
the school’s wrestling program to elght IHSA state titles. He caached Montini’s softball program to two
state championships. irion and several othér seniors on this year's picnship team wers Lers
of Montini’s 2022 team as sophomores. That team posted a 3-6 record. “This Is Just such a great feeling,”
said Bukavsky during Friday’s press conference. “This group of kids worked so hard, especially these
seniors. They stuck with our program. We had a couple of rough years. They were really iested. They felt
the pressure of living up to some of the past achlevernents of Montini teams. | don’t know if I've ever had

et aroup thain this Group” Warriors begin their season

Willowbrook’s boys basketball team started its 2024-25 sea-
Answers - son by playing four games at Fenton High School’s eight-team
5 Chuck Mitchell Thanksgiving Tournament. The Warriors opened
PUZZLE 1 PUZZLE 2 CROSSWORD the tournament with a 70-53 loss to Fremd on Nov. 26. One night
= i Y S Tal later, Willowbrook suffered a 77-27 loss to Evanston. The Wildkits
FIRIAIHLA] of Evanston went on to win the tournament title, beating Rolling
[alelalilo Meadows 59-54 in Saturday's championship game. After losing
xlu 71? [ its fIrst two games of the tournament, Willowbrook rebounded to
post two straight victories and finish the event with a 2-2 record.
The Warriors crushed Latin School of Chicago 68-33 on Friday.
Wiillowbrook pleted the tour with S y’s 50-48 win
over Montini Catholic in the fifth-place game. Junior Jaylen Grif-
fin scored 16 points for the Warriors in Friday’s win over Latin
School ot Chicago. Wiliowbrook junior Otis Powell contributed
14 points, nine rebounds and four steals in the dominant victory.
" Griffin and Powell scored all of their points during the first half
of Friday’s game to help their team to a 49-16 halftime lead. In
s v's game against Montini, Willowbrook owned a 14-11 jead
after one quarter and a 29-25 advantage at halftime. The Watrriors
held a 41-37 lead at the end of the third quarter. The two teams
were tied at 48-48 with less than 10 seconds te play. Willowbrook
senior Mark Murrell recelved an inbounds pass with 7.2 seconds
on the clock. Murrell drove to the hoop and banked in a shot from
just Inside the free-throw line with about two seconds to play to
provide the baskst in. y’s game inst the Bron-
cos. Powell provided 21 points and 11 rebounds in the Warriors’
win over Montini. Powell, who is pictured (top left) after Satur-
day’s win, was named o the event's All-Tournament Team. Grlffin
scored 11 points in Saturday’s victory. Murrell and senlor Filip Pa-
lutkiewicz supplied eight points each. Junior Robert Sansone (top
right) scored a team-leading 11 paints for Montini in Saturday's
oss to Willowbrook. Junior Colt Ashton added 10 points for the
Broncos, while seniors Dillon Bagley and Drew Church supplied
seven points each. Montini won one of four games at Fenton’s
tournament. The Broncos opened the event with a 48-42 win over
Fénton on Nov. 25. One day later, Montini lost 44-28 to Rolling
Meadows. The Broncos lost 49-46 to Wheaton Warrenville South
on Friday. Sansone, who is pictured after Saturday’s game against
Willowbrook, was named to the All-Tournament Team.
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