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District 88 recently extended the hours of service and the number of meals provided through its

* community food-service program. Each week, seven days’ worth of free meais are available to all
residents up to the age of 18. The meals—seven breakfasts, seven lunches and milk—are distributed on-
Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The distributions take place at both District 88 schools—Willowbrook
High School and Addison Trail High School The food distributions athIIowbrook take place near Door
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G—Ihe by the main ' Oy of the Thanksgi holiday, meals were not provided

Nov. 25. On Wed Nov. 18, families had the npﬂon 1o request 14 days’ worth of free
meals per chiid. The photo from the Nov. 18 distrIbution at Willowbrook shows (left ta right) Marla Dalesio
and Sue Raya, who both work in the Willowbrook kitchen for Chartwells—District 88's food-service
provider. According to Sarah Warren—Chartwells’ food-service director at District 88—more than 15,500
meals were distributed at the district’s two schools on Nov. 18. Nearly 8,200 of those meals were handed
out at Willowbrook. The meais provids food to students while the district’'s schoo! buildings are closed
because of the COVID-19 pandemlc. See Page 4 for additional photos.
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‘V'Ilage of Villa Par

k announces new police chief

Incoming chief has over 30 years of experience, mostly with the Homewood Police Department

The Village of Villa Park’ an-
nounced last week that Denise Mc-
Grath will be the new chief of the
Villa Park Police Department. Mc-
Grath will begin her duties on Mon-
day, Do 21,

According to a release issued
by the Willage, McGrath’s profes-
sional experience includes over
30 years, of experience, primarily
with the Homewood Police Depart--
ment, where she began working as a

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Vailey Publishing

District 88 provides free
meals for children

District 88 is committed to providing food setvice to students
while school buitdings are closed because of the COVID-19 pan-
demlc. The district is partnering with its food-service provider—
Chartwells—and Cotlage Hill Operating Company to offer free
meals to all residents up to the age of 18. Each Wednesday, from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days’ worth of meals (seven breakfasts,
seven lunches and milk) per student are distributed at Willow-
brook High School and Addison Trail ngh School. There was no
distribution on Wed Nov. 25, b of the Thanksgiv-
ing hollday. The service of Waednesday, Nov. 18, offered a dou-
bie distribution, with familles having the optlon of requésting
14 days’ worth of meals. Photos from the Nov. 18 distribution

Willowbrook kitchen for Chartwells. Kleln Is pictured near sev-
eral bags fliled with milk cartons. Another photo from Nov. 18
shows Sarah Warren—Chartwells’ food-service director at Dis-
trict 88. She Is pictured below near bags of fresh apples. Last
week'’s distributions at District 88 schools also Included carrots,
walffle fries, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, indlvidually
wrapped frozen pizzas and fresh bananas. According to Warren,
the Nov. 18 distributions at both District 88 schools provided
15,540 mealg—7,364 at Addison Trall and 8,176 at Willowbrook.
The district’s community food-service distribution will resume
next Wednesday, Dec. 2. .

at Willowbrook show Barbara Kleln {(above), who works In the

tele-communicator and patrot officer.
While in Homewood, she served as
a field training coordinator and 2 de-
tective sergeant: She was propoted
to Deputy Police Chief in 2012.
“MSs. McGrath has been involved
with all aspects of police work,
including but net limited to, com-
munity relations, major crimes, the
Asset-Forfeiture Program with the
Departiient of Homeland Security
and formulation of the police depart-
ment’s annual budget,” noted last
week’s statement from the Village of
Villa Park. “She has a strong back-
ground in internal and external inves-
tigations, and developed a “training
program to enhance officer expertise
in use of force, de-escalation, implic-

it bias, scenario-based training and
other topics.”

The village’s release also stated
that McGrath is. the recipient of the
Demonstrated Leader Award and the
Cook County Sheriff’s Law Enforce-
ment Award of Merit.

“She is committed to maintaining
a vibrant and cohesive community
where law enforcement is viewed in
a positive light,” the village noted at
the conclusion of its statement.

McGrath will replacé Michael
Lay, who has served as the chief of
the Villa Park Police Department -
since 2017. Lay, who has been with
the department for nearly 30 years,
announced in August that he would
retire in January 2021.

Villa Park VFW Post to offer

seminar for new gun owners Dec. 3

Non-refundable cost of $50 per person includes range
time, ammunition and use of Post 2801 guns

Villa Patk Veterans of Foreign
‘Wars Post 2801 will hold a2 seminar
- for new gun owners on Thursday,
Dec. 3. The seminar will take place
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at the post, which
is located at 39 E. St. Charles Road.

The seminar costs $50 per person,
payable in advance by cash or check.

There are no refunds.

Reservations are required. Call
630-834-8191 to make a reservation.

No firearm owner's identifica-
tion card or experience is necessary.
Range time, ammupition and use of
Post 2801 guns will be provided.

The seminar will include an au-’
dio-visual presentation and guidance
from certified firearms instructors.

Obituary

James Henry Thoma, 93

James Henry Thoma, of Port St.
Lucie, Fla., and formerly of Villa
Park, passed away on Nov. 9, 2020,
at the age of 93. Loving father of
Jim of Port St. Lucie, FL and daugh-
ter, Kathy (Jafmes Stittsworth) of
St. Johns, FL. Cherished Papa of
Shannon and Shaun Stiftsworth;

_step grandfather of Jessica (John

Michael) Dowell, Toni Stittsworth
and Melissa Michurski; dear brother-
in-law_of Joan Staven and Harryett
King; cherished uncle to many. Pre-
ceded in death by his beloved wife,
Ramona; parents, Joseph and Marga-
ret; brothers Robert, Richard, Thom-
as and Donald; sister, Elizabeth; par-

ents-in-law Harriet and David King;.

brothers-in-law James King, Richard
King and Duane Staven; and sisters-
in-law Eleanor Thoma, Ida Mary
Thoma, Maryrose Thoma and Barba-
ra Thoma. Member of Holy Family
Catholic Church, PSL.

Jim was born in Milwaukee to Jo-
seph and Margaret and grew up in
Oak Park. He attended St. Edmund
Grade School and graduated from
Oak Park and River Forest High
School in 1945. He proudly served in
the U.S. Navy during World War II.
He graduated from the University of
‘Wisconsin in 1950 with a degree in
business administration. Jim was em-
ployed as a sales representative for
Ohio Medical Products for 36 years
and was inducted into the Products
Sales Achievement Hall of Fame in
1980. He met his wife Ramona ng
at the UW. They were married in
1953 and had two children, Kathy
and Jim. They lived in Elmhurst for
two years and in Villa Park for 54
years. Jim was very active in Villa

Park Youth Baseball and was a mem-
ber of the Villa Park Lion’s Club,
where he was Lion of the Year in

1992 and president in 2002-03. .

The family enjoyed summer vaca-
tions with family friends at Hahn’s
Roost Resort in Hayward, Wis.,
where he finally caught his prized
“keeper” musky in 1971. Jim ex-
celled at baseball in his youth and
in bowling and golf as an adult. He
loved Dixieland jazz music and
played the trombone in the Mad.
Monks of Melody for more than 20
years. One of the highlights of his
musical career was playing with the

- Chicago Cubs Dixieland Band at

Wrigley Field several times.
Jim’s wife, Mona, passed away in
2011 after S8 years of marriage. He

~moved to Florida and lived with his

son, Jim. He was much loved by his
family and friends and will be greatly
missed.

A Funeral Mass was held at Holy
Family Catholic Church, Port St.
Lucie, Fla., on Nov. 21, 2020. Mass
was live-streamned on Facebook; at-
tendees can search for Aycock Fu-
neral Home Floresta and LIKE the
page. It will be available for viewing
afterwards.

He will be interred at Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery in El-
wood, T11., at a later date. In lien of
flowers, donations to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital (www.
stjude.org) would be appreciated.
Arrangements by Aycock Funeral
Home, Port Saint Lucie, Fla. Please
visit their website at dignitymemo-
rial.com/obituaries/port-st-licie-fl/
james-thoma-9898673, where family
and friends are encouraged to share
memories of Jim.
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Several Willowbrook senior student-athletes achieve All-Academic status for fall athletics

Willowbrook High School fecent-

ly announced its student-athletes
who earned All-Academic honors
during the 2020 fall season.
- The West Suburban Gold Confer-
ence’s All-Academic Team is com-
prised of seniors. Willowbrook’s se-
niors who were named to the All-Ac-
ademic Team during the 2020 fall
season include: -

Boys cross country
Thomas Florey, Tyler King, Nick
Leo and Mike Stout -

Girls cross country -

* Daylee Braden, Melissa Mastinez,
Madeeha Sahar and Samantha Wil-
liams

Boys golf ’ 3 -
Take Cieslak, Nick Cipriano, John
Donovan and Andrew Rugg .

Girls golf :

Maddie Hayes, Peyton Mitrick,
Kayla Rave-Lease and Annika
Schramek
Girls swimming and diving

Caitlin Brennan, Cara Burns, Alex
Cisneros, Hiba Siddiqui and Deanna
Tate
Girls tennis

Ruksar Ahmed, Saamiya Ali,
Aissietou Fall, Grace Jones, Eliza-
beth Martynenko, Jamie Schrader,
Jenna Schrader, Allison Smith, Sa-
mantha Solis, Grace Tomilty and
Victoria Zlatkova. :

Willowbrook competed in six
sports during the recently. conclud-
ed fall season. Three other sports
that are normally held in the fal—
football, girls volleyball and boys
soccer—were moved to the spring
season of the 2020-21 school year
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

STAFF REPORT

Titinois Gov. JB Pritzker’s Nov. 17
announcement that the state would
enter Tier 3 COVID-19 mitigations
as of Friday, Nov. 20, has paused
all linois High School Association
(THSA) winter sports seasons. Those
seasons were supposed to begin on
Nov. 16, and tun through Feb. 13,
2021. A

“The THSA recognizes that to-
day’s announcement [Nov. 17] by
Gov. Pritzker will temporarily pause
the IHSA winter sports season,” said
IHSA Executive Director Craig An-
derson in a Nov. 17 statement. “We
remain optimistic that these new mit-
igations, coupled with the emergence
of a vaccine, will aid in creating par-

ticipation opportunities in the new
year for IHSA student-athletes in
winter, spring and summer sports.”

District 88, which includes Wil-
lowbrook High School, announced
earlier this month that Willowbrook
intended to run its winter seasons
in five sports—boys swimming and
diving, cheerleading, dance, girls
bowling and girls gymnastics. The
district stated in its Nov. 13 newslet-
ter that the start of all of those sea-
sons were on hold.

In late October, the Iilinois De-
partment of Public Health (IDPH)
announced it had elevated basketball
from a medium-tisk sport to a high-
risk sport. Following that announce-
ment, the THSA stated it would allow
for those sports to be conducted in
the winter. A vast majority of THSA
schools, however, stated they would
not start their basketball seasons on
Nov. 16. Multiple school districts in
the area stated that their attorneys

CHRIS FOX FILE PHOTGS Rock Velfley Publishing

The Willowbrook senlor student-ath-
letes who earned Ali-Academic honors
during the 2020 fall season inciuded
Nick Ciprlano (far left, boys golf), Grace

Jones (left, glris tennis) and Peyton M-
trick (above, girls golf).

and insurance carriers advised to ad-
here to gnidelines set by the IDPH. |

Also in late October, the THSA
announced that another sport tradi-
tionally conducted during the win-
ter—wrestling—would be moved
from the winter to the newly created
summer season. The summer season
is scheduled to take place from May
3 to June 26, 2021.

Anderson poted in his Nov. 17
statement that the THSA Board of Di-
rectors would meet on Nov. 19. The
board held a special virtual meeting

on that date. Following the meeting,

the board stated that it issued guid-
ance to pause all IHSA winter sports
and activities by Nov. 20.

“All THSA sports and activities
will cease by Nov. 20, for what we
hope is a short-term pause,” said
Anderson after the board meet-
ing of Nov. 19. “Given the rising
COVID-19 cases in our state and re-
gion, we support the Governor’s mit-
igations and believe it is imperative
for everyone in the state to do their
part in following them so we can re-
turn to high school sports participa-
tion as soon as possible.”

Anderson added that the IHSA
Board of Directors would revisit
the status of winter sports during an
apdate discussion on.Dec. 2, and, if
necessary, at the regularly scheduled
board meeting of Dec. 14.

“Taking into account the current
state mitigations, the board believes
that early to mid-December will be
the most reasonable taiget to review
the status of winter IHSA sports and
activities,” Anderson added. “The
board is sensitive to the scheduling
difficulties these delays create for

COVID-19 Tier 3 mitigations pause
all IHSA winter sports and activities

Winter athletic seasons were schedufed to begin last week

athletic directors and coaches. How-
ever, our experiences this summer
and fall lead us to believe that sefting
arbitrary start dates hinders the pro-
cess even mofe.”

The IHSA Board of Directors is-
sued additional gnidance following
their Nov. 19 meeting. That guidance
included the declaration that, given
Pritzker’s new mitigations, Nov. 16
would not be recognized as the start
date of the winter season.

“A new start date will be estab-
lished - for each sport once winter
sports can be conducted again,” not-
ed the board’s Nov. 19 statement.

Additionally, conditioning and
weight training before and after
school will be paused. AH indoor

n gyms are also paused, and can-
not be conducted. Outdoor workouts
may be conducted in any sport in
groups of 10 or less with masks and
social distancing. Coaches are count-
ed toward the total of 10 in a group.
The use of sport-specific equipment
is allowable with proper sanitizing
practices.

The-IHSA guidance from Nov. 19
also noted that one-on-one skill work
between a coach and a student-ath-
lete is permitted for winter sports
only, bu is limited to one coach and
one student-athlete per facility. All
practices and competitions for IHSA
activities, such as debate, Scholastic
Bowl and drama and group interpre-

. tation, may only be conducted virtu-

ally. Finally, all sports organizations,
school and non-school, have been
directed to abide by Pritzker’s miti-
gations, THSA coaches cannot orga-
nize non-school participation in any

fashion. :
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Area high school basketball teams on ice

Schools await outcome of IHSA board meeting to learn fate of 2020-21 seasons

By Mike Miazga
CORRESFONDENT

After numerous weeks of circling the air-
port so to speak, there now.is more clarity
on where area high schools stand on the sub-
ject of starting not only the boys and girls
basketball seasons, but winter high school
sports in general.

One major caveat here is any news that
comes out of today’s Illinois High School
Association Board of Directors Meeting.

During a virtual update session on Nov.
11, the IHSA board annournced it formally
invited representatives from Governor Pritz-
ker’s office and the Illinois Department of
Public Heatlth to attend today’s meeting. The
THSA also is seeking representation at the
meeting from the Illinois Principals Associ-
ation, the Hlinois Association of School Ad-
ministrators, the Illinois State Board of Ed-
ucation and a coalition of nearly 200 school
superintendents who recently contacted the
governor regarding sports during the 2020-
2021 school year.

As previously reported, the IHSA and the
state are at loggerheads as it pertains to bas-
ketball. The state board of health recently
downgraded basketball 1o a high-risk sport,
meaning teams can only engage in non-con-
tact practices and training, but no games.
On the flipside, the ITHSA had previously
greenlighted basketball with COVID-19-re-
lated guidelines/rules put in place (including
wearing masks at all times).

The boys and girls basketball season was
scheduled to start this past Monday per the
IHSA’s revised COVID-19-related calendar.
The IHSA announced'teams that do choose
to start this week must adhere to the state’s
high-risk rules until at least today.

An IHSA press release last week noted
the board plans to provide more direction
-on basketball practice and games following
today’s meeting.

York athletic director Rob Wagner said -

the Elmhurst high school is postponing bas-
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ketball until further guidance from the IHSA
and IDPH, but said girls bowling, girls gym-
nastics, boys swimming and diving, com-
petitive cheer and competitive dance, were
scheduled to start practices on time this past
Monday. Those teams, he added, are to play
an abbreviated conference-only competition
schedule.

IC Catholic Prep athletic director Mi- -

chael Fahey told the Independent the Elm-
hurst-based school is putting basketball on
hold until it hears from the THSA after to-
day’s board meeting. Fahey added the school
has received no official word from the Dio-
cese of Joliet yet. The Diocese of Rockford,
which governs familiar ICCP foes such as
Elgin St. Edward, Woodstock Marian Cen-
tral and Aurora Central Catholic, previously
said it is canceling the basketball season.

“Although we have no official from the
Diocese of Joliet, we most likely will not
be playing basketball if it goes against the
state’s guidance,” Fahey added.

Fahey said boys bowling and competitive

-dance were slated to start practicing this

past Monday. The first boys bowling match
is slated for Nov. 30 at Bowlero in Glendale
Heights against Hinsdale South.

Timothy Christian superintendent Matt
Davidson said Timothy is positioned to play,
but is entirely on hold until getting further
direction from the THSA coming out of to-
day’s board meeting.

“The IHSA Sports Medicine Advisory
Committee has always demonstrated ut-
most responsibility and care in their health
protocols,” Davidson told the Independent.
“Historically, they have been the flagship
on health issues for high school athlet-

ics. They have a reputation- of providing °

research-based, thoughtful and practical
health guidance for our schools with concus-
sion protocols, beat, hydration, steroids and
asthma, and the state of Illinois, until now,
has always shown a great deal of deference
to the JHSA on health matters. The THSA is
also concerned about the mental health of
the youth in Illinois, which is another factor
in their decision-making.”

Davidson noted there are other state in the
country that have recently completed full
falf sports seasons, including football, and
have already started basketball without ma-
jor interruptions.

“Timothy used alt of our allowable bas-
ketball contact days this fall with the bays
and girls team without a ‘single positive
case,” Davidson noted.

Timothy Christian Schools, which com-
prises preschool through 12th grades in

| three separate buildings on its Butterfield

Road campus on the south side of Elmhurst,
has had students learning in the building
full-time since August (though students are
given a remote learning option), which now
encompasses a nearly 13-week stretch.
“Moreover, our school has been in-person
for almost 13 weeks with a tremendous level
of success,” Davidson added. “Big picture;
It’s simply worth neting that there are med-

ical experts and scientists across the coun-
try with the same degrees/endorsemenis/
credentials, and even from the same medical
schools with competing views on all this.”

Davidson would like to see a health
task force in the state made up of differing
opinions and “then compromise on .some
common ground,” he said. “There seems
to be toa much like-mindedness in our de-
cision-making related to COVID, and not
enough openness to differing expert opin-
ions. Please sit down at a roundtable with a
panel of expert with differing views and ask
for plan before anyone can leave. We can
figure this out.”

Davidson brought up the point of a poten-
tial logjam in the IHSA calendar year sched-
ule if basketball is pushed further back into
the winter or to the state’s spring and sum-
mer seasons. “As a practical side note, most
of America’s high schools rely heavily on
multi-sport athletes,” he said. “It would be
a burden on our rosters and even our facili-
ties to pack everything into a super-spring
season. For example, I can’t imagine either
of my boys having to choose between bas-
ketball and baseball when they were in high
school.”

Davidson said he does not think the bas-
ketball season will start.in=2020, “but I'm
hopmg for a winter season, perhaps starting
in January,” he said.

DuPage High School District 88, which
comprises Addison Trail and Willowbrook,
is pausing all winter sports while it monitors
the virus statistics, which once again last
week showed alarming levels of deteriora-
tion in terms of numbers of infections and
hospitalizations.

The district sent out a communjcation
to families noting that while winter sports
were scheduled to begin Nov. 16, the dis-
trict, based on DuPage County’s current
status, is going to continue analyzing data
to determine the best time frame to begin.
The district added it plans to run all winter
sports, but the start date for those seasons is
to be determined. The district cited DuPage
County being in the substantial community
transmission level (minimal, moderate and
substantial are the levels)-for all six factors
on the- DuPage County COVID-19 School
Metrics Guidance.

District 88 spokeswoman Dani Brink told
the Independent the situation is fluid and
changes can be made based on’recommen-
dations/guidance the district receives from
health officials.

The district added in its communication
to families that it is following the guidance
and recommendations from the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention, the gover-
nor, the Hlinois and DuPage County health
departments, the 1llinois state Board of Ed-
ucation and the DuPage Regional Office of
Education.

“At this time, we haven’t received approv-
al from those organizations to allow boys
and girls basketball 1o take place during the
winter season,” the district wrote.

Fenton High School, now part of the U
state Eight Conference with Bartlett, E¢
Aurora, Elgin, Glenbard East, Glenba
South, Larkin, South Elgin, Streamwo:
and West Chicago, was part of a press 1
lease last week sent by the conference pri
cipals and athletic directors that noted me1
ber schools are required to follow the go
ernor’s directives and wait until an agre
ment is reached between IHSA and IDP
The UEC noted the IHSA has no governi
authority over school districts. The relea
noted an agreement could mean “delayi
the season, moving the season or, wo.
case, canceling the season.”

“While we know many families were ho
ing the school districts and the Upstate Eig
Conference would allow for basketball to
played, our schools are required to folk
the govemor s directives and wait until
agreement is reached,” the release stated.

Fenton Athletic Director Todd Becker sz
that while Fenton will not participate in b:
ketball during the IHSA winter season,
did add that scenarios could occur where t
IHS A moves basketball to the spring or ne
Iy created summer seasons, and that Fent
will continue to monitor COVID-19-relat
statistics going forward. “Hopefully th

‘will move the season and we will sce whe

we are at with the surge and the number
cases,” he said.

Becker added the school also will not he
bowling, gymnastics or swimming seaso:
Becker said with bowling and swimmii
those sports are conducted at off-camy
facilities, which presents further comg
cations. “It's one thing if we are holdi
it here at our location, but we are sendi
students to other venues and we don’t he
control over who comes in and out of the
facilities. Safety first.”

These developments also come on !
heels of IDPH’s suggesting individuals,
a three-week period starting last week, &
at home as much as possible, leaving a1
for necessary and essential activities, s
as work that must be performed outside -
home, COVID-19 testing, visiting the ph
macy and buying sundries. That suggesti
came on a day where 12,657 new confirnm
and probable COVID-19 cases in the st
were announced (with a seven-day st
positivity rate of 13.6%; in late August
number had dropped to 4.3%), plus the
elation that 145 -additional people had s
cumbed to the virus.

When asked by the Independent if
scheduled Nov. 16 practice start date (t
past Monday) and the Nov. 19 board
directors meeting- were impacted by 1
IDPH recommendation last week, an IH
spokesman replied, “They do mot imp
1HSA sports.”

The IHSA board revealed that among
546 schools who responded to a recent &
vey (the THSA has 813 member schoo
nearly 300 THSA schools do not plan
start basketball on Nov. 16, and another ©
schools remain unsure of their status.



By Matt Thempson
ADDITION TRAIL ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

The following appeared in the
weekly newslester from DuPage High
School District 88 regarding Addison
Trail:

The Blazers continued to improve
all season long this fall and demon-
strated what being a student-athlete
at Addison Tail is all about. They left
their mark on the school and the com-
munity as they competed with pride.

I personally want to thank all of
the coaches and athletes for diligent-
1y following the health and mitigation
protocols set forth by the RBlinois High
School Association (ISHA) and the
Tlinois Department of Public Heaith
(IDPH) as a resuft of the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.
The Blazers were able to safely, effec-
tively and successfully complete the

fall season. Thanks again to all of the -

programs for leaving a legacy of ex-
cellence for future seasons to follow.

Below is a recap with highlights:

Boys golf

' The Boys Golf Team had a great
bounce back from last year. With
only one senior, Peter Markopoulos,
the boys tied for third place in Con-
ference. Freshman Zachary Morris,
sophomore Frank Barges and sopho-
more Jack Bolsinger earned AH-Con-
ference honors, and Morris advanced
to Sectionals. The future of AT Boys
Golf looks bright.
Gilrls golf

With only one retuming varsity

player from last season, the Girls Golf
Team might not have won against a
Conference opponent, but the girls
had a lot of wins in other aspects.
The team welcomed many new play-
ers this season, and underc]

in each and every practice and match.
The Girls Golf Team continues to wel-
come new players and will practice in
the off-season to stay competitive and
be ready to have some wins next year.
Boys cross-country

The Boys Cross-County Team fin-
ished the season with three wins and
four losses. The boys placed fourth
at Conference — the team’s high-
est finish since 1991 — and had two
All-Conference and seven All-Aca-
demic athletes. The Blazers also fin-
ished in sixth place at Regionals (the
team’s best finish in a long time and
second-lowest point total), and senior
Dylan Moran and junior Alexander
Martinez qualified for Sectionals. This
year was one of the Jargest teams, with
30

served as veterans to help rebuild the
program. The team as a whole was
competitive, respectful and ultimately
had fun playing this season. The girls
were excited to improve their game

bers, including a strong group
of freshmen. Everyone worked really
hard to adapt to the COVID-19 rules
and regulations to make the meets and
practices successful. The seniors will
be hard to replace, with most of the

Music at Bethel to stream concert
Presents virtual ‘We Need A Little Christmas’

Elmhurst’s Bethel United Church
of Christ will present “We Need a
Little Christmas,” a live stream mu-
sical extravaganza on Sunday, Dec,
6 at 7 p.m. as part of the church’s
Music at Bethel Concert Series. The
family-friendly concert will feature
enduring Christmas favorites sure to
warm hearts and Lift spirits—as only

;1 music can.

Favorite artists from past Music
at Bethel seasons will join forces
to bring some Christmas cheer into
your homes.

Performers will mclude Elmhurst
favorite Jenny Riddle, jazz pianist

d vocalist-Elizabeth Doyle, sopra-
-fno Felicia Filip Burkovskiy, vocalist
van Tyrone Martin, pianist Jeffrey
anko and Guitarra Azul founder and
ead guitarist Steve Edwards.

There will be something for every-
ne—from popular Christmas favor-
tes such as “Have Yourself a Merry
ittle Christmas” and “A Christmas
ong;” “Silent Night” performed on
e guitar; a jazzy vocal rendition of
‘Santa Baby;” to a piano asrange-
ment of selections from The Nut-

The Dr. Robert Stanger Young Artist
iConcerto Audition for the 2021-22 sed-
=on will be conducted by the Elmhurst
Symphony Association M cOOpETaEan
with the Elmhurst Kiwanis Club on
Satrday, Feb, 13, 2021, at Elmhurst
Christian Reformed Church, 149 W.
"iBrush Hill Rd. The yearly Stanger
Audition provides an opportunity for
outstanding high school orchestral in-
strumentalists and pianists to- grow as
musicians, gain recognition for their
efforts preparing for the Audition, and
compete for the opportunity to perform

cracker Suite.

The concert will be live streamed
to Bethel’s YouTabe chanmel from
the PianoForte Showroom in down-
town Chicago.

This concert can be accessed
through the church’s YouTube Chan-
nel at “Bethel UCC Elmhurst,” or by
going to the church’s website at beth-
el-ucc.org for more information.

Bethel United Church of Christ is
located at 315 East St. Charles Road
in Elmhurst.

Eiizabeth Doyle

a CONCeny move-
| ment with  the
Elmhurst  Sym-
phony Crchestra,
The winner of this
avent will “appear
as a soloist with
the ESO durng
its 2021-22 sub-
scription  season
and will also re-

- ceive a monetary
award of$400 Three rmners-up re-
ceive monetary awards and are invited

Shivshankar
Prasad

Stove Edwards

ymphony’s Stanger Young Artist
uditions application deadline Dec. 30
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AT student-athletes show Blazer Pride
during unprecedented fall sports season

nine being four-year runners, who
have shown tremendous dedication to
the program and eachi-other and pro-
duced the team’s first State qualifier in
almost 40 years.
Girls cross-country

The Girls Cross-Country team had
a strong — and more importantly safe
— 2020 season. Practices and meets
were different, but the team adapt-
ed extremely well. The team won its
dual meets against Leyden and Provi-
so East and had a tight loss with Wil-
lowbrook this season. Senior Viviana
Sanfilippo was again the team’s lead
runaer and won five of the six varsi-
ty dual meets. The girls placed fifth
in Conference this year, with junior
Madelyn Ford becoming a two-time
All-Conference runner and Sanfilippo

becoming the first four-time varsity-

All-Conference runner in Addison
Trail history. The Regionals team
included Sanfilippo, Ford, sopho-
mores Ximena Juarez Martinez and
E ida Bucio and fresh Na-
talie Lupa, Zabrina Garza and Giselle
Hemandez. The final outstanding
performance of the season agaip went
to the team’s MVP, Sanfilippo, who
ran a qualifying time to make her the
first four-time Sectionals qualifier in
school history. Although the IHSA
State competition didn’t take place
this year becanse of COVID-19, San-
filippa's performance would have
again qualified her &s an individual,
Sanfilippo, senivr Mia, Johnson and
senior Jina Patel aled camed All-Ac-
ademic rTecognition.
Girls tennls

The Girls Tennis Team finished
6-60n the season, placing fourth m
the seeson and end-of-the-year tone-
nament. The highlight of the year
v«a«s l:‘onrmnuc.. where three of the

on the team beat a

playcr they had lost 1o twice during
the seasan. Sophomore Mia Draviles,
senior Justine Bugante, seror Emily
Stevenson and junior Alicin Lloveras
enrned All-Conference homors. The
five seniors pn. the varsity team also
earned All-Academic recogmition.

Thank you, Blpzers, for a remark-
able fall season, We look Torward to
the sutcagses the winler, spring and
summerseasons will bring. ¢

]

1o perfoem for local oo ¥ ETOURS:
Applications Tor the Stanger Audi-
tion must be postmiarked by Decem?
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30, 2020; ihe application fee is $40.
Each entrint will be given 10 minutes
10 perforin & selection, and performanc-
es will be evaluated by three judges
who will provide written c

Epmmu\lumaw
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G
m

and suggestions. Application forms

.can be downloaded from the ESO web-

site at elmhurstsymphony.org and click
on Education. For further information
please contact the ESO office at (630)
941-0202.

LNOTICES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF REAL
PROPERTY OF YORK TOWNSHIP,
DUFAGE COUNTY, ILLINCIS

Notice is hereby given that York Town-
ship, DuPage County, Illinois, will accept
sealed bids for the sale of certain real prop-
erty that is 2.04 acres in size (88,862 square
feet) and located at the NEQ of York Road
and Interstate 88 in DuPage County, Illinois
(hereinafter the “Property”). The Property
contains a roadway that will be vacated pri-
or 1o closing. The PIN number for the Prop-
erty is 06-24-100-011. An appraisal of the
Property has been obtained by the Township
and is on file and available for inspection
at the offices of the York Township Clerk
at 1502 S. Meyers Road, Lombard, Tllinois
during regular business hours. Sealed bids
for purchase of the Property shall be ac-
cepted by the Township until 1:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 22, 2020 at the Town-
ship offices located at 1502 S. Meyers Road,
Lombard, Hlinois. The sealed bids will be
apened at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 23 at 1502 S. Meyers Road, Lombard,
and publicly read aloud. The terms and con-
ditions for the Sale can be obtained at the
York Township office from Supervisor John
Valle.

York Township, DuPage County, Illinois

/s/Daniel J. Kordik

Daniel J. Kordik

‘Township Clerk

(Published in the Addison Independent,

Bensenville Independent, Vitla Park
Review, Eimhurst Independent &
Lombardian Nov. 19, 2020)
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NOTICE OF CAUCUS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN PURSU-
ANT TO 60 ILCS 1/45-10 THAT

THE YORK TOWNSHIP

REPUBLICAN PARTY CAUCUS
‘WILL BEE HELD ON
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2020
AT 7:00PM.,

(WITH THE DOOKS UFEII.N(_-

AT 6:00 FM
AT THE ELMHURST AMERICAN
EEGION THB, POST 157
310'W. BUTTERFIELD ROAB,
ELMHURST [L 60126
I the Normandy Rocin and

i Lunch Café Room
FOR THE PURPOSE UF NOMINATING
CANDIPATES FOR THE FOLLOWING
TOWNSHIP OFFICES IN THE APRIL &
2021 CONSOLIDATED ELECTICN;
SUPERVISOR. TOWN CLERE,
ASSESSOR, HIGHWAY
COMMISSIONER, 4 TRUSTEES
PLBLISHED BY;

YORE TOWNSHIP.
DUPAGE COUNTY, IELINGIS
(Pablished in The Eimburst Independent,
Addisan lndependent, Bentenville
Independent, Villa Park Revidw &
Lombvrdion Nov. 19, 2020}
IEBG

NOTICE OF CAUCUS
NOTICE 15 HEREBY GIVEN FURSU-
ANTTO SOTLCS 14310 THAT
THE YORK TOWNSHIP BEMOCRATIC

PARTY CAUCUS WILL BE HELD ON
TUESDAY. PECEMBER 1. 2020
AT 730 B M.,

AT CORTESI VETERANS
MEMORIAL PARK:

320 B RENIDWORTH AVENUE,

VILLA PARK, IL 601H]

TOWNSHIF OFFICES IN THEAPRIL 6,
2011 CONSOLIDATED ELECTION:
SLPERVISOR, TOWN CLERK,
ASSESSOR, HIGHWAY
COMMISSIONER. 4 TRUSTEES

PUBLISHED BY:

DANIEL J. KORDIK

TOWN CLERK

YORK TOWNSHIF,

DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

(Published in The Elmhurst Independent,
Addison Independent, Bensenville
dent, Villa Park Review &
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So, Trump is collecting money to
ma in 2024 and has told close advis-
. ers he is €onsidering running for pres-
ident again in four years. That means
he knows he lost this election because
you cannot run for three terms. Back
off doubters, it’s over!
* Kk
After saying Donald Trump is re-
sponsible for all COVID-19 deaths
in the United States, Joe Biden now
wants to make nice, put away the harsh
thetoric, and have everybody come to-
gether and sing kumbaya. Hogwash. A
lot of Democrats in Congress skipped
Trump’s inauguration in 2017. I hope
more than a few Republicans skip
Biden’s inauguration if he is certified
10 be the next president.
* ¥ ¥
It seems our governor is hypocritical
in wanting to raise taxes on the rich,
but he sure didn’t want to have to pay
his high propesty taxes, so he removed
the toilets from his mansion.
EE R

Just a heads up for people worried
about COVID-19 whe will jump on
any product to kill the virus. A cer-
tain national brand is advertising its
laundry sanitizer, saying it kills 99.9
percent of bacteria. Then it goes on to
say it kills COVID-19. COVID-19is a
virus, so be cautious and read product
labels, especially since some products

" say they kill “germs.” Look and see
which germs those are!
LR ]

There are multiple reports of prob-
lems with mail-in voting. Ballots lost,
ballots arriving late, etc. Who could
have guessed? The Unitéd States Post-
al Service might be incompetent and/
or corrupt. Does that shock you? Have
you ever had problems with the post
office?

b * ok *

It’s obvious why Democrats were
pushing in for mail-in voting. Our
country’s election systern now resem-
bles Venezuela. Congratulations, Dem-
ocrats.

* k¥

PT. Bamnum was famously quoted
as saying there's a sucker bom every
minute. The proof of this is the per-
centage in Nllinois that voted for Biden/
Harris. And I thought the Kardashians
made me sick. Guess I shouldn’t be
surprised that Costa Howard survived
to continue her role as a Madigan Min-
ion. I once quit a good job becanse
management was too stupid to work
for. Good thing ’m planning to leave
this state. You all are too stupid to live
among, though there are a few, very
few, exceptions. The RMS Hllinois has
struck the iceberg. Call the Carpathial
(blug, blug)

* %

‘Things change quickly. Four years

ago, there was no call for unity from
the Democrats; now they like that idea.
Four years ago, there was frand and
interference in our election; now that
could not be possible. Now the media
declares the winner of the election, not
the legally recorded vote tally. It used
to be the voters decided the outcome
of an election; now the vote counters
determine the winmer. In 2000, nwas
okay for Gore to take the el

STAFF REPORT

District 88 provided an up-
date about winter sports at its two
schools—Willowbrook High School
and Addison Trail High School—in
its newsletter of Nov. 13. O

The winter seasons in multiple

sports were scheduled to begin on’

Monday, Nov. 16, but the COVID-19
pandemic has put those seasons on
hold.

According to District 88, Willow-
brook and Addison Trail plan to run
their winter seasons in five sports—

sults to court; now yon shouldn’t do
that. Some investigations of a politi-
cian’s family are okay; some are not.
A political rally for a president is not
safe and spreads the virus. A rally for
the president-elect is okay now. You
can congregate in groups of thousands
1o celebrate an election, but don’t go to
a sporting event. Let’s hope there is a
vaccine soon and that there is unity in
the country. And in four years, I hope
people aren’t saying “told you so” af-
ter rising debt and taxes. We have seen
what Democrats did in Hlinois. God
bless America.
LR R 3
To the recent (Speak Out) query
about Mr.. Pence looking silly. Yes,
sifly. Just like the high schooler wor-
1ying about his/her pimple while the
Ttest worry about theirs. Time to grow
up. 7
& * ok ok
‘WhenI voted on Election Day, two
election workers verified my signa-
ture. Did that happen elsewhere? Ap-
parently not. Why not?
* k ok

Don Lemon views himself as an
objective journalist. Is that why I saw
him get all choked up with emotion
when he found out Biden was project-
ed to win the presidency? He’s a com-
mentator, not an objective joumnalist.
CNN i1s a joke.

In the Speak Qut section of Nov. 5,
someone doubted that the COVID-19
death count is inflated because deaths
of various causes like drug overdos-
es and suicides have been included.
'T'th mast rnﬂnvnly have heen -

cluded. Look throngh the Cook Coun-
ty Medical Examiner’s register. There
are many, many deaths in which
COVID-19 is listed as a secondary
cause. Here are some of the primary
causes of those deaths: stroke, pneu-
monia, diabetes, Alzheimer’s, con-
gestive heart failure, coronary-artery
disease, lung cancer, end-stage renal
disease, dementia, fatl-related injury,
alcoholic cirrhosis, drug overdose and
suicide. Most of these “COVID-19
deaths™ are elderly victims. They
didn’t die from COVID-19, but
they may have been infected with
COVID-19. But they are counted in
the COVID-19 death fotal for muiti-
ple reasons, including media hysteria.

boys g and diving, cheer-
leading, dance, girls bowling and girls
gymnastics. The start dates for those
seasons, however, are to be deter-

ned.
“Based on the county’s current
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Willowbrook’s winter
sports seasons on hold

Seasons in five sports were supposed to start on-Nov. 16, but are on
hold because of the pandemic; boys and girls basketball, deemed as
high-risk sports by the IDPH, likely won't take place this winter

status, we are going to continue ana-
lyzing the data to determine the best
time frame,” noted the update in
District 88’s recent letter. “We

to be conducted during the winter.
Just before the THSA issued that an-
nouncement, however, the Illinois

understand the value and importance
of athletics for students’ physical and
mental well-being, and we will work
with our coaches to ensure we stay
connected with and support our pu-
pils.”

Last month, the Hlinois High
School Association (IHSA), which
oversees high school sports in the
state, announced that wrestling wounld
be moved from the winter to the new-
1y created summer season.

Regarding the traditional winter
sports of boys and girls basketball,
the THSA announced in late October
that it would allow for those sports

Dep of Public Health (IDPH)
announced it had elevated basketball
from a medium-risk sport to a high
risk sport.

According to the JHSA, only 34
schools out of 546 respondents stated
they would start their basketball sea-
sons on Nov. 16.

Several area school districts, in-
cluding Glenbard District 87 and
Elmhurst Community Unit School
District 205, have stated their schools
will not play boys and girls basketball
this winter. Those two districts have
stated that their attorneys and insur-
ance cartiers have advised to adhere
to the guidelines set by the IDPH.

Fire department’s new ambulance arrives
Based at Station 81 on Ardmore Avenue, the emergency
vehicle could be placed in service this week

STAFF REPORT

The Villa Park Fire Department
recently took delivery of a new
2020 Ford F-550 ambulance. The
new vehicle, which will be based
at Station 81 at 1440 S. Ardmore
Ave., could be placed into service
as soon asthis week.

Earlier this year, the Villa Park
Village Board approved the pusr-
chase of the ambulance and power
cotat atotal cost of about $314,000.
The village will pay for the vehicle
with five annual payments of near-
1y $63,000 between 2021 and 2025.

The fire department’s fleet in-
cludes three ambulances—two
front-line vehicles at one reserve
vehicle. Villa Park Fire Chief Ron
Rakosnik noted that the depart-
ment is now operating on a cycle
of buying a new ambulance every
three years. According to that cy-
cle, each ambulance is in service
for nine years—six in front-line
service and three years as a reserve
vehicle,

The village’s cusrent reserve
ambulance—a 2009 Ford E-450,
has had numerous mechanical is-
sues and has exceeded its service
life. The village will trade in that
vehicle.

While the mew ambulance is
based at Station 81, the Villa Park
Fire Department’s other front-line
ambulance—a 2016 Ford E-450—
is based at Station 82 at 102 W.
Plymouth St. The vehicle that had
been thé front-line vehicle at Sta-
tion 81 is a 2014 Pord F-450. That
vehicle will become the depart-

-ment’s reserve ambulance.

Rakosnik noted that the addition
of the new amibulance now gives
the department a fleet of three
vehicles with power-loading cot
systems. The outgoing 2009 ambu-

e

F-550

8. Ard
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The Villa Park Fire Department recently took dellvery of a new Ford
The will be based at Station 81 at 1440

Ave.The

requires insp

and approval from

the state, but could be placed into service this week. The fire depart- -
ment operates a flest of three ambulances—two front-line vehicles
and one reserve vehicle. Under the department’s current operating
schedule, each vehicle provides nine years of service—six years on
the front line and three years in reserve. The village’s other front-line

Plymouth St. The new ambulance and power cot have a total cost of
about $314,000. The village will pay for the vehicle with five annual
Instailments of nearly $63,000 each year from 2021 to 2025.

lance was not equipped with such
a system.

The chief stated that the 2014
vehicle that’s becoming the de-
partment’s reserve ambulance is
scheduled to undergo a re-chassis
in 2023. Rakosnik said the depart-
ment has not placed a new chassis
on an ambulance before, but doing
so could extend the life of the ve-
hicle.

The plan for 2023 calls for the
village to remove the patient com-
partment box from the 2014 model
and place it onto a new chassis.

“It’s worth a try,” Rakosnik said
of the plan to re-chassis the reserve
ambulance in 2023. “The [compart-
ment] boxes are aluminum. They
don’t get damaged or rusted. They
don’t wear out. We're going to try
it and see if it works. If it works it
could save the village a substantial
amount of money.”

Rakosnik noted that while the
village’s ambulances are operating
on a nine-year cycle, its fleet -of
three fire engines is on a 21-year
cycle—14 years of front-lipe ser--
vice and seven years in reserve.
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All winter high school sports put on ice

IHSA pushes pause button, will provide early December update

By Mike Miazga
CORRESPONDENT . £

After initially running contradictory td Mllinois
Department of Public Health mitigations related
1o the deteriorating COVID-19 pandemic situa-
tion in the state, the Tflinois High School Assaci-
ation announced last week that all winter sports
have been put on hold.

“To maintain compliance with the most recent
mitigations issued by Governor Pritzker that take
effect Nov. 20 (last Friday), the THSA board is-
sued guidance to pause all winter sports and ac-
tivities by Now. 20,” the JHSA said in a prepared
stateriient.

“All IHSA sports and activities will cease by
Nov. 20 for what we hope is a short-term pause,”
IHSA Executive Director Craig Anderson said in
that same statement. “Given the sising COVID-19
cases in our state and region, we support the gov-
emmor’s mitigations and believe it is imperative
for everyone in the state to do their part in fol-
lowing them 5o that we can refum to high school
Sports participation as soon as possible.”

The [HSA's statement is an about-face from its.

previons stance where it green-lit boys and girls
basketbal for a Nov. 16 practice start date, with
all personnel wearing masks (in practices and
games), despitz TDPH downgrading the sport
of basketball to the high-risk category, meaning
only non-contact-practices (with parental permis-
sion) and trainings were allowed. Representa-
tives of the governors office and IDPH spurned
the THSA’s invitation 1o attend last week’s board
meeting.

All the schools in the Independent’s Addison,
Bensenville, Elmhurst and Villa Park coverage
areas followed the IDPH guidelines and did not
start basketball on Nov. 16.

The halting of winter sports covers boys and
girls basketball, boys swimming, girls gymnas-
tics, boys and girls bowling and competitive
cheerleading and dance. Wrestling, originally on
the state’s high-risk list back in the summer, al-
ready had been 86'ed as a winter sport and was

moved info the temporary summer season calen- .
dar.

As previously reported in the Independent,
Addison Trail, Willowbrock and Fentonhigh
schools had no plans to start any winter sports
last Monday, the first alowable day of wirnter
practices under the THSA’s COVID-19-adjusted
calendar.

York Athletic Director Rob Wagner told the
Independent last week that all winter sports with
the exception of boys and girls basketball prac-
ticed Monday and Tuesday of tast week and then
were halted.

Timothy Christian, which offers,only boys and
girls basketball in the winter, did not start those
practices on Monday, instead waiting for the out-
come of the THSA board meeting. Timothy is the
only high scheol in the Independent’s coverage
area with students still leaming live in the bulld-
ing, Timothy encompasses a three-school campus
(preschool through 12th grade) off Butterfield
Road on the south side of Elmhurst and has been

utilizing in-person learning since the start of the-

school year in August (with parents alsc having a
remote learning option for their children).

IC Catholic Prep High School Athletic Direc~
tor Michael Fahey noted the school pivoted from
a hybrid learning model Friday, Nov. 13-and is in
full remote leaming mode until Nov. 30, Because
of that switch, Fahey explained boys bowling and
competitive dance were not able to engage in any
practice or activity. “We put it on hold prior to the
IHSA doing so,” he said.

Fahey also provided an update on the school’s
stance regarding boys and girls basketball after
hearing from the Diocese of Joliet.

“The Diocese of Joliet officially said no to a

season that would go against state guidance.” he
said, .
‘The IHSA Board of Directors will revisit the
status of winter sports at its update discussion on
Dec. 2, and again at its regularly scheduled meet-
ing on Dec. 14, if necessary.

“Taking into account the current state mitiga-
tions, the board believes that early to mid-De-
cember will be the most reasonable target to
review the status of winter IEISA sports and ac-
tivities,” Anderson said, “The board is sensitive

- SUMBITTED PHOTOICHRIS FOX FILE PHOTO Hock Valley Publishing

Dasbach signs to play at Winona State

Willowbrook senior Stephanie Dasbach signed a letter of intent eartier this month fo

her ic and

at Winona State University In Winona,

Minnesota. Dasbach led the Willowbrook glris basketball team to a 15-14 record during
the 2019-20 season. The Warrlors posted a West Suburban Gold Conference record
D

of $-3, placing second fo Proviso East In the
was named to the West Suburban Gold Conference’s all f

who

ce team, d

2"
double-double outputs in 22 of 23 games durlng her Junior season. She poured fn 17
points and grabbed 18 rebounds in the Warrlors’ final game of the season—an over-
time loss to Batavla at the IHSA Class 4A Batavia Reglonal. Winona State is a b
of the Northern Sun Infercoliegiate Conference (NSIC}—an NCAA Division If confer-
ence including schools in Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota. Like
Willowbrook, Winona State’s athletic teams are known as the Warriors.

to the scheduling difficulties these delays create
for athletic directors and coaches. However, our
experences this summer and fall lead us to be-
Lieve that setting arbitrary start dates hinders the
process even more. We realize it may seem re-
dundant, but we have to preach patience as we.
await more data and direction from the state.
Despite the obstacles this unprecedented school
year has presented, the board’s vision te provide,
participation opportunities in all BFISA sports has
not wavered.” -

The IHSA board in ifs statement was steadfast
in its desire to émind all athletes and athletic
programs that adhering to the mitigations is vital
1o the hopes of safely playing high school sports
in the state as soan as possible. Anderson allud-
ed to non-school sports teams in his statement,
seemingly referring to the likes of travel and club
teams.

“I believe there is a misconception that THSA
andl non-school athletic programs have an adver-
sarial relationship,” Anderson sgid. “In my time
at the THSA, T have not found that to be the case at
all. More s0, I think there is a mutual respect for
the opportunities that each provide for athletes.
THSA schools havé been éxemplary in adhering
to state regulations throughout the pandemic, and
we are calling npon non-school programs to hold
themselves to that same standard. As school and
non-school sports temporarily cease in Tiinois
and throughout the Midwest, it is a great remind-
er that puiting the health and safety of our fellow
citizens at the forefront in the short-term will al-
low all levels of athletics in the ITong-term.”

The THSA announcement comes as viras num-
bers continue to hover in nop-positive airspace,
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particularly-in the number of -people per day.
expiting from COVID-19 and the number of in-
dividuals requiring hospitalization and ICU resi-
déncy becanse of the virus.

Yet, déspite the state’s increased mitigations, it
appears numerous Elmhurst retail establishments
and restaurants are turning a blind eye to the sit-
vation. This past weekend, the Independent ob-
served numerous Elmhurst retailers packed with
shoppers in defiance of new lower retail capacity
limits, as well as multiple restaurants and bars,
particularly in the comidor from the Metra sta-
tion train tracks-north downtown on York Road,
offering indoor sit-down dining and bar service,
again brazenly flouting the state’s increased miti-
gations aimed at slowing the virus’ spread.

The THSA also revealed the Nov. 16 date will
00 longer be recognized as the start of the winter
season, regardless of whether teams conducted
official ryouts or practices last week. A new start
date will later be established once those sports
can be conducted again. :

The THSA also said conditioning and weight
training before and after school are paused, as are
open gyms. Outdoor workouts may be conducted
in any sport in groups of 10 or less with masks
and social distancing with coaching being count-
ed in that number.

And per Tier 3 state mitigations, one-on-one
skill work between a coach and student-athlete
is permitted for winter spotts only with school
approval, but is limited to one coach and one stu-
dent-athlete per facility. -

The IHSA also stressed that coaches of 1H-
SA-sanctioned schools cannot organize non-
school participation in any fashion.
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One year ago

_ It's béen one year since the Willowbrook football team made its charge to the semifi-
nals of the iHSA Class 7A playoffs. The Warrlors went 8-1 during the 2018 regular sea-

son and captured their third straight West S Gold Confsrence championship.
(Willowbrook posted 6-0 conference records during the 2017, 2018 and 2019 seasons).

“The Warriors then earned playoff victories over Moline, Yorkvllle and Lake Zurich to
advanice to the Class 7A semifinals. On Nov. 23, 2019, about four months before the
COVID-19 pandemic led all lllinpls K-12 schools to close their buildings to in-person
Instruction, Willowbrook faced Mount Carmel in a semifinal battle in Villa Park. The

NEW GUN OWNERS
SEMINAR

Presented by:
Villa Park VFW Post 2801
39 East St. Charles Road, Villa Park, IL

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3
7:00 - 9:30 P.M.
$50 cash or che:ll; c:rellf\l(;n%asyable in advance

VILLA PARK VFW POST 2801
39 EAST ST. CHARLES ROAD
VILLA PARK, IL

SEMINAR INCLUDES:
. Audlo—Vlsual Presentation = Certified Firearms Instructors
» Hands On Application {rangs time)

RESERVATION REQUIRED
CALL 630-834-8191

Cost-Payable In Advance-lncludes Range Time, Ammunition and Use of Post Guns.
No FOID Card or Experience Necessary -

e CHRIS FOX FILE PHOTQOS Rock Valiey Publ

vlslﬂng Caravan defeated the Warriors 27-6 to earn a berth in the Class 7A state-ch
plonship game. Mount Carmel went on to defeat Nazareth Academy 37-13 to win
state title and plete a p 1 The photos from last year's semi
.game In front of a capaclly crowd at Witlowbrook’s stadium show the pre-COVIE
scene that existed before the arrival of.soclal di Ing practi and
mask-wearing. The pandemic led the IHSA tc move the foolball season for the 202(
school year from the falf to the spring season. The spring football season Is tentati
scheduled to take place from Feb. 15 to May 1, 2021.
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Kathan Parikh has been named as-
Addison Trail’s November recipient
of 88’s Best recognition for his highly
improved performance. Parikh, a se-
nior, was recognized during the Nov.
16 District 88 Board of Education
meeting.

Parikh immiprated to the United
States from Gujarat, India, when he
was in eighth grade. A rough start
made him question his desire to find
success, but a trip back to India, to his
culture, and to the people who care
about him helped him reset and refum
to the U.S, with a desire to reach his
goals and help others. Parikh started
at Addison Trail as a freshman in the
ESL program.

Parikh pushed himself, so he could
transition from the ESL p and

"Jessica Commolly. | ]
“Always  striving
to do his best, he
maintains A's in’
all academic sub-
jects. He handles
the stress of his
full load with ease
and always with a
smile on his face. Kathan Parikh.
He will be missed when he leaves Ad-
dison Trail!” *

English teacher Cara Kluczny

agreed. :

“Parikh has been an absolute plea-
sure to have in class,” she said. “He
always works diligently and thought-
fully on his assignments, checking in
with me throughout to make sure he
is 2 the requi (and be-

take the challenging honors and Ad-
vanced Placement (AP)/college-level
courses he desired. Parikh has earned
A’s in every class and on every se-
mester exam — his growth from ESL
student to AP star is evident, as is the

hard work he has put in to reach his -

goals.

“I am so proud of Parikh and all his
accomplisk and I am confid
he will continue to excel at the univer-
sity level,” said Guidance Counselor

yond). I have only had him as a virtu-
al student, but I can only imagine the
light he brings into a real-life class-
room, as he shines so brightly even
through Zoom. There is nodoubtheis
deserving of this recognition.”

One of Parikh's favorite ' things
about Addison Trail is how the teach-
ers care deeply about their mstrucuon

ith

ties he has had because of their ded-
ication. He credits math teacher Julie
Rana for encouraging him to take
honors and AP courses and for help-

‘ing him realize his potential, even

though he didn’t see it at the time.

Parikh also gives much credit and
thanks to his parents. They struggled,
so he could have a better life and a
better education, and he knows how
hard they work to make that happen.
Parikh also is grateful for the network
of friends he has made while at Ad-
dison Trail. He said they hiave pushed
him and supported him and given him
a safe space to not only grow academ-
ically, but also as a person of high

character.

“Parikh is one of the hardest-work-
ing kids I have had in my 22 years of
teaching,” said Colleen Kane, math
teacher. “His dedication to his studies
is so impressive. Parikh started his
freshman year in Sheltered Pre-Alge-
bra and was enrolled in my Algebra
Geometry Honors class-as a soph-
omore. This was a huge jumnp, and
he made it look easy. It was truly a
1 to have him in class. Outside

and their i ions wil
He is genuinely grateful for the care
they’ve provided and the oppm'tum

Students invited to audition for
variety show, winter musical

Addison Trai] might be in a remote
environment because of the coro-
navirus disease 2019 {COVID-19)
pandemic, but that isn’t stopping the
Theatre Department from hosting
two virtual events to showcase the
school’s talented students.

Virtual Variety Show

Talent of -all types is wanted —
dancers, musicians, actors, come-
dians, martial artists, magicians,
ventriloguists,, etc. All interested
participants must upload their talent
via Google Form by Friday, Dec. 4

at dupage88.) net/AIVanetyShowAu-'

ditions2020.

The show will be streamed on-
line at no cost at 7 p.m. on Friday,
Dec. 11 to celebrate the holiday sea-
son with entertainment provided by

Addison Trail students. Information
to access the performance will be
posted at dupage88.net/AT Variety-
Show2020. For questions or more
information, contact Addison Trail
Theatre Director Anna McSweeney
at  amcsweeney@dupage88.net or
630-628»3365

Winter musical

The Theatre Department has an-
nounced this year’s winter musical
will be “The Addams Family: Quar-
antined Concert Version.”

Audition information is posted at
addisontrailtheatre.corh. It also wilk
be posted on the Theatre -Google
Classroom page (the access code is
bnaxd4i). Auditions must be sub-
mitted by 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday,
Dec. 2.

L4 B estr i cti ons (Continued from page 4

Athletics and Leagues
« All indoor athletics and programs
“on hold, including indoor basketball
classes and leagues.

« Qutdoor sports and recreation are
allowed; however, groups are limited
to 10 people or less with social dis-
tancing and face coverings are always

« All ﬁdwr athletic rentals have
been put on hold until December 4.

Active Adult Senior Club

» Programs such as the Variety
Show, Thaoksgiving and Christmas
luncheons are postponed.

« Classes/Program cancelled until
further notice include Group Exer-
cise, TAF, Card Games, and Toesday
Senior Club meetings. Program dates
will be re-evaluated in January 2021.

Speclal Events
* Where possible, any spemal
events will be virtual.

Parks and Playgrounds

« Parks, playgrounds, outdoor walk-
ing paths, basketball courts remain
open.

o Tennis courts are closed for the
season. .

* Please maintain a minimum of 6ft.
social distance.

= Mask wearing is strongly encour-
aged even while outdoors.
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Addison Trail names November recipient of 88's Best recognition:

of academics, he is so very mature,
responsible and kind. T wish I could
have been his math teacher every
year.”

During his time at Addison Trail,
Parikh has been a member of the Boys
Tennis Team (a sport he had never
played), Key Club, National Honor
Society, Student Council, Environ-
mental Club, International Club and
Science Club. He also has been.in-
vited to participate in Math Team this
year and is excited about the prospect
of honing his math sklﬂs in competi-
tion.

Before pamotpatmg in clubs and
sports at Addison Trail, Parikh strug-
gled to find a sense of Belonging, Af-
ter suffering through some bullying as
a younger student and Tacking confi-
dence, Parikh found a great group of
friends, coaches and sponsors who
welcomed him with open arms. He
credits those individuals for belping
him change his thinking, and he's
now determined to make sure other
students never feel the way he did.
Parikh also finds great peace and
comfort in his religion. He attends the

Hindu temple and said his faith has
helped him find the anchor to serve
his community in a way that it has
sérved him.

It is no surprise Parikh intends to
study his favorite subject, math, in”
college. His top choices are Univer-
sity of Hlinois at Urbana-Champaign,
University of Michigan, Pennsylvania
State University and Tllinois Institute
of Technology. He will focus on com-
puter science and eventually would
like to work for a big tech company
like Google, where he will begin his
vision of creating artificial intelli-
gence that focuses not on replacing
humans, but more on emotions —
giving people more resources to be
creative and interactive with others
through technology: His mission is to
serve his community and make life
better for peaple, especially those at a
disadvantage.

“My experience has motivated me
1o create an app or software, so I can
stop people from thinking negatively
and instead affect them positively and
change their thinking to focus more
on their goals,” Parikh said. a

Pritzker calls on Madigan to

answer questions or step aside
Indictments of former ComEd officials
fuel erosion of support for House speaker

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS HLLINOIS

Gov. IB Pritzker has put his own
pressure on House Speaker Michael
Madigan, saying the Democratic
leader needs to amswer questions
from the press and the public or else
resign.

The governor’s comments during
his daily COVID-19 briefing in
Chicago ‘came one day after feder=
al prosecutors in Chicago handed
down indictments against four for-
mer Commonwealth Edison offi-
cials, charging them with bribery and
conspiracy in a scheme to win Madi-
gan’s favor for legislation benefitting
the company.

“If Speaker Madigan wants to
continue in a position of enormous
public trust with such a serious ethi-
cal cloud hanging over his head, then
he has to; at the very least, be willing
to stand in front of the press and the
people and answer every last ques-
tion to their satisfaction,” Pritzker
said. "Written statements and dodged
investigatory hearings are not going
to cut it. I the speaker cannot com-

€€ rve maintained
from the beginning
that {egislators have
a right to make their
own decisions about
who leads them, and
| continue to feel that
way” 3
- Gov. JB Pritzker

favorable legislation.

That included measures that re-
laxed the state’s rate regulation pro-
cess and provided ratepayer-funded
subsidies for two nuclear power
plants owned by ComEd's parent
company, Exelon.

Madigan himself has not been
charged, and he issued a lengthy
statement Nov. 19 reiterating his
denial of ‘any wrong-

Madigan has served as House
speaker for all but two years since
1983 and is currently the lon-

* Gatherings are limited to 10 per- mit to that level of tr y, then di
80ns o1 less, the time has come for him to resign domg.
The health and safety of our patrons ~ as speaker.”
is a top priority. We are adbcnng to The indictihents charge four peo-
-the IDPH and CDC rec: ple—Michael McClain, a former
for preparedness and taking additional Jegislator and close Madi ally

steps as needed such as small group
ratio and sizes and limiting activities
that do require close physical contact.
Program staff and facility maintenance
staff comply with all IDPH and CDC
fisinfecting/cleaning  p 120 s
COVID-19 continues to impact Gur
omnnunmyandoomnrywehopelhat
our patrons remain safe and bealthy, -

who later worked as a lobbyist at
ComEd; former ComEd CEQ Anne
Pramaggiore; former company exec-
utive John Hooker; and Jay Doherty,
a lobbyist who worked on contract
for ComEd—with conspiring’ to
award no-work jobs, intemships and

gest-serving state legislative speaker
in U.S. history. He is also expected
to seek another term as speaker when
the General Assembly reconvenes in
January, but his support within the
ranks of House Democrats has been
eroding since he was first implicated
in the bribery scheme in luly, whcn

lobbying to Madigan asso-
ciates in order to gain his support for

P

aﬂicnals d
that

4 sl

paying a $200 million tine.

As of Nov. 19, according to sever-
al media reports, he appeared to be
short of the 60 votes needed to secure
another term as speaker. At the same
time, however, no other Democrat
appeared to be close to a winning
margin either.

Rep. 'Stephanie Kifowit, D-Os-
wego, is the only other announced
candidate for the job, but she has at-
tracted little vocal support from other
Democrats so far.

Pritzker would not offer any com-
ment about who he thinks should be
the next speaker and he said he had
not spoken to Democratic lawmakers
since the indictments were released
Nov. 18.

“I've mamtamed from the begin-
ning that legislators have a right to
make their own decisions about who
leads them, and I continue to fecl
that way,” he said. “These legislators
alone hold the unique power to elect
the Mlinois speaker, and I trust that
they will think long and hard about
the duties that they owe to the people
that we all work for.”

Prior to Nov. 19, Pritzker had
tried to keep some distance from the
controversy, at first saying only that
Madigan should resign if the alle-
gations are proved true. He stepped
up his criticism slightly following
the Nov. 3 general election, during
which Pritzkers signature graduated
tax amerdment went down in de-
feat, suggesting Madigan should step
down from his role as chairman of
the Democratic Party of Iilinois be-
cause the cloud of scandal surround-
ing him had become a liability for the
party.
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ACA hosts virtual exhibition for Art Guild's Member Show
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As an annexed facility to Addison
Trail High School with shared Dis-
trict 88 resources and policies, the
Addison Center for the Arts (ACA)
closed in March and has yet to te-
open to the public. Naturally, the
ACA had to postpone planned events
and exhibitions.

One of those events was the annu-
al Addison Art Guild Member Show
and reception in October/November.
The Addison Center for the Arts col-

laborated with the AAG to produce.

a safe virtual exhibit. The art show
went live on AddisonCenterforth-
eArsts.org starting the second week of
November, 2020.

Every year, the art guild asks a
professional artist to judge the exhib-
it and award prizes. This year’s judge
for the Addison Art Guild's 2020 Vir-
tudt Art Exhibit is Cynthia Hellyer
Heinz, Associate Professor of Draw-

ing and Foundations at the Northern
Tlinois University School of Art and
Design in Dekalb, IL. Judging on-
line exhibitions is extra challenging,
but Professor Hellyer Heinz awarded
ribbons and an honorable mention to
six of the artists:

+ Best In Show: Annette Perone.
Leiber for “Reflections,” a landscape
collage on canvas of the coastline of
St. Germaine; WI.

» First Place: Tanya Blanco for
“Contemplation,” a collage on can-
vas.

» First Place: June Feil for “Under-
water,” a watercolor on paper.

* Second Place: Sharon Peters,
“Composite of Japanese Gardens,”
an oil painting.

» Second Place: Adrienne Curiale,
“Contemplation,” an -acrylic paint-

g.
« Honorable Mention: Lisa Stout,

Addison Park District releases
mitigation restrictions at facilities

Governor I.B. Pritzker announced
that the State of Hlinois will move to
Tier 3 resurgence mitigations begin-
ning Friday, Nov. 20, which means
residents should refrain from non-es-
sential activities and stay home as
much as possible.

The Addison Park District Board of
Commissioners and staff are follow-
ing the advisory set by the Governor.
As a result of the advisory the park

- district has made the following mod-

ifications to our operations and pro-
grarus. This change is expected to last
at least two weeks

Club Fitness at
Centennial Rec Center

* Face coverings must always be
worn, including while engaged in in-
dividual exercise regardless of person
or machine spacing. This aiso applies
to lap swim until the individual is in
the water.

* Locker rooms will be CLOSED,
exception is swimmers,

* NO Indoor Group Fitness classes
and NO Agua Group Fitness classes.

* Club Fitness exercise floor will
remain open and ‘operate at no more
than 25% capacity or 40 patrons max-
imum.

* Swipe cards held by members
will be used to manage in house ca-
pacity and serve as the reservation for
use in Club Fitness.

Golf Dome i

« Temperature checks will be taken
upon entry. i

* One person per mat.”

* 25 people max:.mum in hitting T
area of Dome. -

¢ Masks must always be-wom by
employees, instructors, and patrons.

* Golf Pro memberships will be
sold allowing certified professionals
1o teach during prime hours.

« Guest professionals will be al-
lowed to teach M-F 8 am.-11 am.
and after 7 p.m., weekends after 7

son programs will be allowed to enter
at drop off and pick up only.

* Parents may wait in their cars in
the parking Jot.

* When Dome is at or near capaci-
ty, a wait list will be created, and peo-
ple will be instructed to stay in their
car uniil called.

* Dome will use the $2/5 minute
option for seniors who usuaily come
with a friend or cannot hit for a full
half-hour.

" » Two-for-Tuesday program is on
hold. ;

¢ No Platinum cards or season
passes sold this year. The Dome re-
wards card will grant a free 12 hour
after 8 1/2 hours purchased.

¢ A vacancy/no vacancy sign in-
stalled to let peaple know if the Dome
is full or not.

* New touchless hand sanitizers in-
stalled.

Remote Learning Day Camp/Day
Off Fun/School Break Camp Pro-

(A 5 3

» Remote Learning Day Camp, Day
Off Fun Camp, and School Break
Camps will remain open as an-essen-
tial service. These childcare programs
will operate Trom 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Preschool/Enrichment
Programs
* Preschool and Enrichment class-
es are on hold after the dismissal of
classes on Friday, November 20. The
preschool progran? will resume on
Tuesday, January 5 and Wednesday,
Jannary 6, 2021 depending on the
day of the week your child attends
liment billing for p ol will
be placed on hold and resume on Jan-
uary 1, 2021.

Cultural Art Programs

¢ The art and dance programs are
on hold. Recital dance classes and
art programs for adults and youth e
main scheduled to begin mid-Janvary
2021.

Rentals and Party Rentals

= All rentals are on hold due to
gathering restm:nons Field rentals
will be Juated after a 2-week

Office Hours: p.m. for $10/lesson.
Monday-Friday 11am-3pm  Lessons are limited to 1 hour.
— » No group golf lessons.
— « No chipping or putting without
SALNDS PRESS purchase of a mat when near
— A B OCIATION designed for every other
= g mat when possible.
= * » Parents of youth in the golf les-

period.

“Mother Mary at the Grotto,” an
acrylic painting.

» Honorable Mention: Susan Car-
gill, “Bonsai,” mixed media on pa-

per. ;
The Addison Center for the Arts

congratulates all of the artists from
the Addison Art Guild who partici-
pated in the virtual 2020 AGA Mem-
bers’ Show and look forward to host-
ing their exhibition and reception in
the ACA Gallery next Fall.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Vailey Publishing

Annette Perone Leiber holds “Reflections,” winner of the Best In
Show award for the Addison Art Gulld’s Member 2020 Virtual Exhi-

bition.

Village, Police Department

prepare for Santa’s arrival
Wil drive through neighborhoods to greet residents

On Saturday, Dec. S, the Village
of Addison and the Addison Palice
Department will partmer with the
Addison Fire Protection District to
welcome a certain Jolly Old EIf to
town to bring some holiday cheer to
the Addison community.

Beginniig at 7:3¢ p.m., Addi-
son will host Santa Claus lnmsclf
riding throogh neighborhoods on a
fire truck. Enjoy the holiday lights
and come outside to wave to Santa
during one of the Christmas parades.

A second route will be held on

Saturday, Dec. 19, also beginning at
7:30 p.m.
Face coverings and social distanc-

_ing guidelines must be observed.

For a map-as well as a street-by-
street list of each of Santa’s routes
through town, visit ItHappensinAd-
dison.com. Find out when he will
drive by your home.

In addition, Santa will help light
the Village Green Christmas Tree
following the first parade. It will be
live-streamed on the Addison you-
Tube channel (VillageAddison).

Addison Trail clubs, parent groups host
fundraisers; makes perfect holiday gift

Are you looking for the perfect
holiday gifts? The Addison Trail
booster clubs and parent groups are
here to help! |

« The booster clubs are partnering
to host a live virtual auction from 5
to 8 p.m. on Dec. 5 thirough Zoom.

- Proceeds will help the booster clubs

provide student scholarships and sup-
port. See all the details at dupage88.
net/site/public/files/?item=5537

= The Theatre Booster Club also
is hosting a Color Street fundraiser
through Dec. 11. Color Street is real
nail polish that has been dried down
onto a strip-like sticker for an easy;

mess-free manicure with no-dry time.
It's a salon-quality manicure, with
a base coat, color coat and topcoat
that’s applied in one step — without
worrying about streaks or smudg-
es. Fifteen percent of the proceeds
will support Addison Trail Theatre.
Details at dupage88.net/site/public/
files/?itemn=5532.

» The Addison Trail Teacher-Par-
ent Organization (TPO} is hosting
two fundraisers — 2 Pampered Chef
party (order by Dec. 12) and a Taste-
fully Simple party (order by Dec.
14). Proceeds will go toward senior
scholarships.
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I keep seeing these signs around
town that say, “In Our America.”
The sign shonld say, “In Our Leftist
America” because these signs have
nothing but leftist feel-good slogans
on them. Here are a few of the slo-
gans on that sign and how I interpret
them in parenthesis. In Our Amer-
ica, love wins. (But if you 'support
Trump, then we have every right to
vilify and hate you.) In Our Ameri-

* ca, all people are equal. (But if you

support Frump, then you are not
equal. You have to be either a rac-
ist, sexist, bigot, misogynist, fascist
or a combination thereof.} In Our
America, immigrants and refugees
are wel (Espectally if they are

Finally, Trump is following the
law and common sense to allow the
new Administration to start the pro-
cess of administering our great na-
tion and truly work to rebuild Amer-
ica into the wondezful country it was
four years ago. I feel so sorry for his
die-hard followers who bought into
his nonsense of bigotry and hatred,
and even are still sending him mon-
ey~—money, most of which is going
into his political fund, not to pay off
debt as he proclaims. He surely has
been an embarrassment to the Unit-
ed States, but we will overcome his

failures and again work with other
countries to bring peace, common
sense, and measures to save our
planet for, our children and their
children. You only need to look at
the rising water levels in Florida to
know global warming ‘is real and
happening now. Joe Biden will not
be perfect, but he will be reasonable
and listen to the experts—not fire
anyone and everyone wha disagrees
with him. It will be a difficult four
years, but we will we be a stronger

country.

* % ¥

here illegally).

I take this virus very seriously.
I wear a mask in public and social
distance. I am-in an age group where
I’'m more susceptible to getting the
virus. T know relatives who have it
right now. I salute all the healthcare
professionals who are on the front
lines every day freating those with
the virus and saving lives. My heart

goes out to anyone who has tested

positive, or even worse, lost a loved
one to this virus. All that being said,
why is it that anyone who dares to
bring up the devastating impact this

Willowbrook students
honored as All-District Musicians

Fourteen Willowbrook High School

were

clans for District 9 of the lllinois Music Education Assoclation (ILMEA). Auditions for the ILMEA
All-District Band, Orchestra, Chorus and Jazz honors took place virtually this year because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The honored Willowbrook students who are residents of Villa Park {plctured
Ieft to right) are: (top row) senlor Caltlin Brennan (Senior Orchestra; violln), Junior Katle Corsinl
(Senior Chorus; Soprano I} and sophomore Caitlin O’Connor (Senl
senlor Connor Staunton (Senior Chorus; Bass Ii), senior Anna Ty

ly recognized as All-District Musi-

or Chortus; Alta ll); (bottom row)
R s
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Chorus; Alito Il)

and junior Katherine Wentworth (Senior Chorus; Soprano Ii). According to the Hiinols Music Edu-
catlon Assoclation, all district-level in-person events for the 2020-21 school vear wili be
ILMEA is working to build a virtual event for students who would have been selected.
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virus is having on local business-
es and the economy is somehow
greedy or selfish and doesn’t care
about saving lives? Small-business
owners and restaurants are getting
hammered. Many of them have put
their heart and soul into their busi-
nesses for years, only to go ‘out of
business in a few short tmonths,
or be on the verge of going out of
business. What is Pritzker’s solu:
tion? Apply for a small pool of grant
money they very well might not get.
How long do these small business
owners and their employees have
to continue making sacrifices while
the big-box stores and supermarkets
thrive?
* %k &

1 noticed that grocery stores are
limited to- 50 percent capacity un-
der billionaire Pritzker’s mitigation
puidelines. Really? When I drove
past a well-known brand name gro-
cery and pharmacy store in the area
the day before Thanksgiving, the
parking lot sure looked like it was
full to me.

k * ¥k

Just want to make the case one
more time to the people. What
they’re telling you about COVID-19
is not true. Yes, it is a problem, but
it is not the problem they’re telling
Yyou. 1

* A

Many thanks to the religious or-
ganizations from Villa Park and
Lombard for the online Community
Thanksgiving Service. It was won-

derful to see different faith growups

giving thanks 10 the same God who
gave us all so much.
* Ok *

So glad to see so many politicians
working together to remove Madi-
gan as the Illinois Speaker of the
House. ‘He has, for too many years,
controlled all the working groups
of our great state. Even our gover-
nor and local representative, Deb
Conroy, are voting to remove him.
Thanks!

LR

Remember that tax cut for the
billionaires that Trump and the Re-
publicans passed a couple years
back? Well someone has to pay for
it, and according to that change in
the tax law, those who earn less
than $75,000 per.year will face a
tax increase in 2021, 2023, 2025
and 2027. T certainly hope that the
new administration does something
about that. And in October, one in
four Americans was either unem-
ployed or earning poverty-level
Wages. B g

EE RS
* Kk

¥ guess it could be worse; like
living in California. Los Angeles
County shut down outdoor din-
ing—remember it is still warm
there—and fraudulent California
unemployment claims were filed in
the name of convicted murderers
like Scott Peterson. Or, we could
have Kate Brown as govemor, who
encouraged Oregon residents to re-
port their neighbors on Thanksgiv-
ing- if they had more than six peo-
ple in the residence. She said it was
no different from reporting a noisy
party, and I quote, “This is just like
that. It’s like a violation of a fvise
ardi " (The Federalist) 1 am

just as frustrated as the next person
and eager to open society back up.

I wear my mask and stay socially
distant, and limit my time in public
places. I do that out of consideration
for others, and hope they would do
the same, but I am not going to narc
on my neighbors; P11 just keep my
distance from them.
Tk ko

‘We the ﬁeople have spoken. In my
93 years I have never seen anyone
try to overthrow a legitimate elec-
tion. This is absolutely wrong. And
the GOP sbould stop this nonsense.
T am speaking as a registered Re-
publican who has never been taken
in by the 20,000 documented lies of
President Trump starting at day one.
Thank you, and please pray for our
country. Goodbye.

* Ok K

1 want to share a nice little story
with you guys. My sister and her
husband have been out of work
since March, April. They’re one of
those Democratic families who be-
lieve everything the Democrats tell
you and everything the government
tells you. Raise taxes, raise fees and
all that. The other day my sister
and my wife went out to a fast food
restaurant to get food for four adults
and two kids. My sister decided she
wanted to pay for it. It was almost
$100. All she did was complain. She
starts complaining to me, and I'm
like, well yon raise taxes, you raise
fees, you raise minimum wage and
guess what, everything else goes up.
You voted for Pritzker and Pritzker
told you he was going to raise fees.
You just complained that you paid
$151 for the license plate sticker.
You raised it $50 because you voted
for Pritzker.

* K Kk

Many people with student loan
debt voted for the Democrat social-
ists for one reason: forgiveness of
student debt. What about the stu-
dents who paid off their loans? What
are you going to do for them? What
about the people who went in the
military for four more years so the
military would pay for them? What
are you going to do about them?
‘What about the people who went in
the military so- the military would '
pay for their college education and
were killed or suffered permanent
damage? What are you going fo do
about them? What about the students
who went to community college the
first two years and then a state col-
lege and did not rack up additionat
costs for graduate school? What are
you going to do about them?

LR OR Kk %

Our founding fathers wanted and
envisioned a country with an edu-
cated and knowledgeable citizenry
with this election. We have failed
miserably. I am neither Republican
nor Democrat. I'm an American
first.

* ¥ ¥

. Polks, you heard it here ficst. If Joe
Biden does, in fact, win this election,
remember all this 25th Amendment
nonsense that you’ve heard Nan-
cy Pelosi talk about for President
Trump? Mark my words, they will
use this within six months to oust Joe
Biden as the president and you will
have Kamala Harris as our president.
You read it here first. Biden wiil be
done within six months with the 25th
Amendment. He will be gone and
this country will be in really, really
big trouble. Thank you.
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Gloves from the lemg Tree'’

Villa Park residents Jason and Tracy Herbers are sponsoring one

of the Vllla Park Chamber of Commerce’s 4-foot, pre-lighted trees .

that are lining the lllinols Prairie Path this holiday season. The Her-
bers family decorated its tree on Saturday, Nov. 28 (see Page 1 pho-
to). The decorations on that tree, which is located along the path,
just east of Corneli Avenue, include sealed pairs of gloves. The tree,
which Tracy Herbers described as “The Glving Tree,” Includes gloves
for chiidren and adults, Passersby are walcome 1o take gloves from

the tree. As the Herbers family

P

of the Isbell family of Villa Park passed by while walking on the path.
Encouraged by the Herbers family, the Isbells took some gloves from
the tree. Pictured (left to right) with their new gloves are siblings Isa-
lah (age 6) and Veronika (age 3} Isbell. They were out for an afternoon
walk with their brother Luka (10 months old) and mother Amanda.

““It's a great idea," sald Amanda, who also took a pair of gloves from

the tree as temperatures dropped Just before sunset. “It was perfect,
because | thought it was warm out here when we decided to go for

a walk.”

Food availability not in question
ahead of holiday season

As pandemic struggles continve for
families, annual survey finds
cost of traditional Thanksgiving meal
drops.

‘With concerns resurfacing over pos-
sible food shortages, a study from a
national farm group found the supply
chain is as resilient as ever—and it's
showing Uip in the form of lower prices
for many traditiona! Thanksgiving dm—
ner ingredients.

This year, the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation’s apnual Thanksgiv-
ing dinner survey calculated the aver-
age cost of a traditional Thanksgi

rose moderately.

The falling total cost comes as a-

surprise for some, piven the effect
COVID-19 had on grocery bills earlier
this year.

"“There was an expectation that the
prices wotld have gone up, as we saw
last spring,” said Tllinois Farm Burean
Associate Director of Food Systems
Development Raghela Scavuzzo. ‘T'm
glad to see the price decreases, espe-
cially for those who are struggling this
holiday season due to the impacts of
the pandémic.”

Some responded to the

meal for 10 people at $46.90. That's
Tess than $5 per person and down 4
percent from last year.

“The average cost of this year’s
Thanksgiving dinner is the lowest
since 2010,” said AFBF Chief Econo-
mist John Newton, Ph.D. “Turkeys—
and other staples of the traditional
Thanksgiving meal—are’ currently in
ample supply at grocery stores in most
areas of the country.”

The national survey’s menu in-
cludes turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes,
rolls with butter, peas, cranberries, a
veggie tray, pumpkin pie with whipped
cream, and coffee and milk, in gener-
ous amounts accounting for leftovers.
‘Volunteer shoppers across the country

_tracked the prices of these items in

stores near them and online.

The average price for a 16-pound
turkey is $19.39, down 7 percent from
last year, according to survey results.
Prices also dropped for sweet potatoes
and whipping cream, while the cost of
other staples, like dinner rolls, cubed
bread stuffing and pumpkin pie mix,

pandemic by cooking more at home
and stockpiling the ingredients. But
farmers and the food industry adapted.
Despite the ongoing shifts in supply
and demand seen by the agriculture
industry over the past several years,
farmers have tontinved to provide a
healthy food supply.
“Even in the throes of a pand

DuPage County Health

4 Department opens COVID-19

testing site at the Odeum -

The DuPage County Health De-
partment recently " announced - the
addition of its second communi-
ty-based drive-through COVID-19

. testing site.

That additional site is located at
the Odeum Expo Center, 1033 N.
Villa Ave., Villa Park.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Villa Park
resident
honored as
88's Best for
November

Willowbrook High School
senior Le’Kendra Hiil was her
school's recipient of the 88's
Best award for the month of
November. Hill was recognized
during the District 88 Board of
Educatlon’s virtual meeting on
Nov. 16. The district’s board and
administration created the 88's
Best award to honor students for
their achievements both In and
out of the classroom. The award
recognizes nine students at each
of District 88’s two schools—Wil-
lowbrook and Addison Trail—
each school year. Hill, who Is a
Villa Park resident, recelved the
88’s Best award for her highly Im-
proved demic performance.

HilP’s c | to continuous

Iife goes on; farms continue to p
and we continue to eat,” said IFB Con-
sumer Engagement Manager Gracie
Weinzierl.

“While the supply chain surely does
not look the same as it did a year ago,
we’ve figured out how fo adapt and
make sure that consumers have steady
acoess to food.”

“The great news is that we know

upholding our Thanksgiving traditions -

are affordable this season, regardless
of whether we choose to prepate our
favorite family recipes for a small
gathering at home, partake in a dinner
drop with friends and family to enjoy
in their separate homes, or order take-
out or delivery from alocal restaurant.”

growth resuited in her earning
Henor Roll status last semester.
She is earning As and Bs in her
classes this semester. Beyond
the classroom, Hill is a member
of Wiilowbrook's Best

Club and Black Organization for
Student Success (BOSS). HIl
plans to continue her education
at Elmhurst University, where
she intends to pursue a degree
in speclal education or soclal
work. She hopes for a career in
a school setting, where she can
provide the support to others

that she experienced during her

high school career.

The testing site at the Odeum
opened the week of Nov. 23, but
was closed from Nov. 26- 28 be-
cause of the Thanksgiving holi-
day. The site re-opened on Sunday,

"Nov. 29, and will be open this week

through Friday, Dec. 4, Daily hours
are from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., or until
the daily test capacity of 600 tests
is completed each day.

Anyone can be tested, and no
appointment, doctor referral or in-
surance is required. Visitors are
encouraged to pre-register at test-
directly.com/dupage, but pre-reg-
istration does not guarantee testing
or a place in line for that day.

The county’s other communi-
ty-based COVID-19 testing site
is located at the DuPage County
Complex in Wheaton. That site is
open Monday through Friday from
7 a.m. until noon, or until the daily
capacity of 600 tests is met.

. The DuPage County Health De-
partment advises residents to pro-
tect themselves and their families
by staying home as much as possi-
ble, avoiding all non-essential tray-
el and not gathering with people
from outside of their household:

Additionally, residents are ad-
viséd te wear a mask, practice
social distancing, and wash their
hands frequently to slow the spread
of COVID-19.

For more COVID-19 informa-
tion and resources, visit the DuPage
County Health Department’s web-
site at dupagehealth.org/covidl9.

G.M. Smith &
Son of Villa Park
holds food drive
through Dec. 18
Donations will be
distributed to area

food pantries

GM. Smith & Son Realtors, Jo-
cated at 203 S. Villa Ave., Villa Park,
is holding its annual Holiday Food
Drive through Friday, Dec. 18. The
food drive is collecting non-perish-
able food items, which will be deliv-
ered to local food pantries on Dec.
19.

Ttems needed inglude: canned or.
bagged beans, canned tuna or chick-
en, canned soups, stews, broth, chil,
fruits and vegetables, peanut butter,
jams and jellies, ketchup, mustard,
relish, pickles, processed cheese,
cereal, oatmeal, pasta, rice, instant
breakfasts, napkins, paper towels,
toilet paper, milks (condensed, evap-
orated and powdered), juices (100
percent), -flour, flour-based mixes
(bread, brownie and cake), diapers,
baby wipes, soap, shampoo and
toothpaste.

Do not donate items with glass
containers. .

For more information, call 630-
834-2632.
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One year ago

it’s been just over one year since the Wiilowbrook football team made its charge to the semiifinals of
the IHSA Class 7A playoffs. The Warriors went 8-1 during the 2019 regular. season and captured their
third straight West Suburban Gold Conference champlonship. (Willowbrook posted 6-0 conference re-
cords during the 2017, 2018 and 2019 seasons). The Warrlors then earned playoff victories over Moline,
Yorkviile and Lake Zurlch to advance to the Class 7A semifinals. On Nov. 23, 2019, about four months
before the COVID-19 pandemic fed all lllinols K-12 schools to close their buildings to in-person Instruc-
tion, Willowbrook faced Mount Carmel In a semifinal battle in Villa Park. The visiting Caravan defeated
the Warriors 27-6 to earn a berth In the Class 7A state-championship game. Mount Carmel went on to de-
feat Nazareth Academy 37-13 to win the state title and complete a perfect 14-0 season, The photos from
last year's semifinal game in front of a capacity crowd al Wlllowbrook 's stadlum show the pre-COViD-19
scene that existed before the arrival of social di y mask-wearing. The

and
pandemic led the IHSA to move the football season for the 2020-21 school year from the fall to the spring
season. The spring football season Is tentatively scheduled to take place from Feb. 15 to May 1, 2021.
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Willowbrook graduate now
cheerleader at DePaul

Villa Park resident Kathleen Doyle is a member of the DePaul
versity cheerfeading team. Doyle, who graduated from Witlowh
High School earlier this year, tried out for and earned a positia
the Blue Demons’ team. Doyle was a member of the Willowh
cheerleading program for four years. She spent three years o1
varsity team. While at Willowbrook, Doyle served as a junior ¢
for the Villa Park Warriors. As a junior coach, she created a «
petitfon routine, selected music and taught the routine to a s
of grade-school cheerleaders. This spring, Doyfe received the T
Famity Scholarship during the Willowbrook Athletic Booster C
senlor athletic banquet, which was held virtually because o
COVID-19 pandemic. Doyle Is maforing in elementary educatic
DePaul. The Blue Demons’ men’s basketball team will begin its
21 season this month.

Thornton signs to play at
Eastern lllinois Umversr[y

Taris Thornton,

a senior at
Willowbrook -
High School,
recently slgned
a National
Letter of Infent
to continue
her academic
at basketball
careers at
Eastern lilinois
University
(ElU).This is
Thornton’s

- first year at
Willowbrook.
She transferred
from Montini
Catholic High
School, where
she helped the
Broncos claim
the third-place
trophy In the
2020 IHSA Class .
3A state fournament earller this year. Montini finished the 2019-
20 season with an overall record of 33-5. Thornton scored a leal
leading 15 points fo help Montini to a win over Sycamare in the
championship game of the IHSA Class 3A Hampshire Sectional
The Broncos then advanced to the supér-sectional round, wher
they earned a victory over Grayslake Central. The win over |
Graysiake Central propelied Montinl to the IHSA state semifinal
at Redbird Arena in Normal. Thornton provided four poinis and
six rebounds in the Broncos’ semitinal loss to Simeon—the
eventual Class 3A state champion. In her final game as a Bronc
Thornton contributed 12 points and six rebounds In Montini's
victory over Springfield’s Lanphier High Schoot in the Class 3A
third-place contest on March 7. The EIU Panthers are members :
the Ohio Valley Conference.
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