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Nillowbrook's Peyton Metric chips onto
the green during the Class 2A Glenbard
East Regional on Oct. 7 al the Glendale

Lakes Golf Club in Glendale Heights.
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District 88 Board approves tr
to another stage in its reopening plan

The District 88
Board of Educa-
tion voted during
its Oct. 5 meeting
to approve the §
transition from
Stage 1 (Remote
Learning) of its
reopening/return

to school plan to  Scott Heiton,
Stage 2 (Remote District 88
Plus Learning). Superintendent

The transition will
be implemented on Oct. 19.

Most students at both District 88
schools—Willowbrook High School
and Addison Trail High School—will
continue 10 receive remote instruction
under Stage 2. The district could shift
to Stage 3—Blended Remote (Hy-
brid Learning)—within the next few
weeks, if certain COVID-19 metrics
are met, The district would likely be-
gin Stage 3 by allowing around 25
percent of a school’s students to be in
the building at one time.

Willowbrook, Addison Trail and
all other K-12 schools in Illinois
closed to in-person instruction at
the end of classes on March 13. The
schools remained closed to in-person
instruction for the remainder of the
2019-20 school year because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

District 88’s current 2020-21
school year began, with fully remote
instruction, on Aug, 24.

In July, the District 88 Board of
Education voted unanimously to ap-
prove the district’s Return to School
Plan. The plan called for the district to
start the 2020-21 school year with ful-
ly remote instruction, and to re-evalu-
ate the plan at its Oct. 5 meeting.

One day after last weck’s meet-
ing, District 88 Superintendent Scott
Helton joined other district adminis-
trators to record a video with details

community

about the district’s plans and policies
during the pandemic. Helton noted
that regardless of what stage the dis-
trict is in, parents will have the option
1o keep their children in a fully re-
mote learning environment

Helton noted during the Oct. 6 vid-
<o presentation that the district’s legal
and insurance advisors have stressed
the need to follow guidehines from
the DuPage County Health Depart-
ment and the Illinois Department of
Public Health (IDPH). Helton said
the district has been working with the
DuPage County Health Department
to follow its COVID-19 School Met-
rics Guidance. That guidance outline
features three levels of COVID-19
transmission:  minimal
(yellow), moderate (orange) and sub-
stantial (red).

Helton stated that if all of the
county's metrics are in the minimal
community transmission level for
two consecutive weeks, the district
would prepare to move into Stage 3
and offer a blend of in-person and re-
mote instruction.”

“That’s what the county has put
out for us,” said Helton. “We're edu-
cators and we follow the guidance of
the medical professionals at the coun-
ty and the state level.”

Under the Stage 2 status that be-
gins on Oct. 19, less than 15 percent
of a school’s students will be on cam-
pus for in-person instruction. The Dis-
trict 88 students who will be in school
during Stage 2 have been identified
based on special needs for in-person
support. ~ Additionally, behind-the-
wheel driver-cducation _instruction
will be atlowed during Stage 2.

District ~ administrators  noted
during last week’s video presentation
that some students with special needs
have already been in school buildings
for in-person support during the cur-

Don’t be haunted by scary decisions,

drive sober this Halloween ‘

Police in Villa Park will step up impaired driving
enforcement for the upcoming holiday

The Villa Park Police Department
is issuing a reminder to motorists of
the importance of planning for a so-
ber ride home from upcoming Hal-
loween parties.

“Halloween is scary enough with-
out adding impaired driving to the
mix,” said Villa Park Police-Sgt.
James Cihak. “Because even one
drink can impair your ability to make
responsible decisions, we urge you to
make a plan for a sober ride hoine be-

T AT

loween:

« Plan a safe and sober way home
before you go out; designate a sober
driver, take public transportation, use
your favorite ride-sharing service or
call a sober friend or family member.

» Remember, walking while im-
paired can be just as dangerous as
driving while impaired. Designate a
sober friend to walk you home.

« If you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact local law enforce-
mant ac ennn ac vou can safely do so.

rent school year. Some other students
have been allowed into schools to
access remote instruction from their
school’s campus.

No lunches will be served at Wil-
lowbrook and Addison Trail during
both Stage 2 and Stage 3. Each
Wednesday during Stage 2 and Stage
3 will feature entirely remote mstruc-
tion during to allow for thorough
cleaning of school facilities.

In Stage 2, teachers will have the
option to bring in small groups of
students on campus for instruction,
intervention and social and emotional
support. After-school tutoring, both
remote and in-person, will also be of-
fered during Stage 2.

In discussing guidelines for allow-
ing students on campus, District 88
administrators noted during the Oct.
6 presentation that students and staff
members will have to adhere to social
distancing. Additionally, students will

be grouped in cohorts in an attempt.

to limit mixing of different student
groups. Students will sit at assigned
seats in both classrooms and on bus-
es.

The Oct. 6 video also included
details about some of the safety mea-
sures the district has taken during the
pandemie. The district has upgrad-
ed its buildings’ air filters fo capture
smaller particles in the air. The dis-
trict has also doubled its air handling
units” outdoor air intake to increase
the amount of fresh air (from [0 per-
cent to a minimum of 20 percent) cir-
culating in district buildings.

In addition to purchasing an array
of personal protective equipment, the
district has acquired handheld and
backpack eclectrostatic. sprayers (o
clean and disinfect its buildings.

The Oct. 6 presentation noted that
social distancing requirements will
cause limited capacity on school bus-
es. A large bus will have a capacity
of 10 students, who will wear masks
and sit in assigned seats, Buses will
also include a driver and a monifor.

ansition

The monitor will take students’ tem-
peratures and enforce assigned seat-
ing rules. Buses will be cleaned and
disinfected daily.

If a student or staff member ex-
periences a high-risk exposure by
spending more than 15 minutes
within 6 feet of someone who tested
positive for COVID-19, that student
or staff member will be required to
quarantine for 14 days.

Helton stressed that the date the
district could transition to Stage 3
would be driven by COVID-19 met-
rics within DuPage County.

If the district transitions to Stage
3, it would begin its Blended Remote
(Hybrid Learning) instruction by di-
viding students at each of its schools
into four groups. Each student would
attend school in person for two days
every two weeks. Wednesdays would
continue to be fully remote days fo al-
low for deep cleaning of school build-
ings, and parents would still have the
option to keep their children in a fully
remote learning environment.

“No matter what, what District 88
is all about is taking care of our kids,”
said Helton at the end of last week’s
video presentation. “Our teachers
have never been this far apart from
our kids for so long. We understand
that nothing replaces face-to-face
learning. We need to get our students
back as soon as possible, in a safe and
secure environment, and we're work-
ing to do that.”

The Oct. 6 presentation also in-
cluded results from a recent survey of
District 88 parcnts. The district’s re-
ceived 1,450 responses from parents.
One of the survey questions asked
parents if they would send their chil-
dren to in-person instruction when
conditions allow.

About 66 percent of the Willow-
brook parents responded that they
would send their children to school,
while about 34 percent of the school’s
parents responded they would keep
their children at home.

Obituary

Marilyn M. Kavanaugh

Marilyn M. Kavanaugh, nee Dever-
caux, of Plainfield, formerly of Villa
Park and Joliet, unexpectedly went
home to God on Sunday, October 4.
She is survived by her loving hus-
band of almost 61 years, James, her
children Kenneth (Cathleen), Christo-

‘pher (Christine), Matthew (Cynthia),

Maurcen (John) and Coleen as well as
arandchildren Michael, Dapiel, Kel-
ly (Michael), Kevin, Colin (Olivia)

“ and Austin and great granddaughters

exander parish, she worked for many
years at Elmhurst College in the reg-
istrar’s office.

Marilyn will be missed for her
unique ability to welcome all people

_into- her heart and home as if they

were part of her family. She could
bring anyone out of their shell with
her warmth and empathy. She taught
by example how to. be compassionate
and loving towards others as she tru-
ly lived out the Catholic faith that she
loved so much.

AMaribun lawvad ta read and share
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Willowbrook golf teams wrap up season at regional events
Warriors take seventh in boys competition;, girls team finishes sixth

STAFF REPORT

The Willowbrook boys and girls
golf teams completed their 2020 sea-
sons at last week’s THSA regional
events at Glendale Lukes Golf Club in
Glendale Heights.

Willowbrook™s boys team played
i the nine-team Class 3A Glenbard
East Regional at Glendale Lakes on
Oct. 6. The Warriors placed seventh in
the event’s tewn standings with their
score of 360, Hinsdale Central won the
regional’s team title with its score of
295, Glenbard West (304) placed sec-
ond. Those two teams advanced 1o this
week's Oswego Sectional.

Senior Johin Donovan and sopho-
more Brett Vandergrift led Willow-
brook’s regional lineup. Both Warriors
posted: 18-hole scores of 86 on the par-
71 course. Senior Andrew Rugg fired
a Y3, while sophomore Nick Chivilo
shot a 95, Sentor Nick Cipriano (100)

e
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and junior Dominic Faillo (105) round-
ed out the Warriors” regional squad.

The regional’s top four individu-
als who weren’t members of section-
al-qualifying tcams advanced to the
sectional as individuals, Two players
from Downers Grove North and twao
players from Downers Grove South
carned  those individual  sectional
berths. The individual qualifiers posted
scores of 74, 75. 81 and 81.

Willowbrook’s girls team played in
the 10-team Class 2A Glenbard East
Regional at Glendale Lakes Golf Club
on Oct. 7.

The Wamors eamed a sixth-place
finish in the team standings with their
score of 375, Hinsdale Central won
the regional title with its score of 306.
Naperville North (334) placed second.
Those twe teams advanced to this
week’s Sandburg Sectional in Orland
Park.

3

Junior Emma Rattana posted the Willowbrook girls golf team’s

Junior Emma Ratana wiened in Wil-
lowbrook’s best round of the regional
by posting an I8-hele score of 88 on
the par-71 Jayeut. Sophomore Mickey
Martens carded a 94, while sophomore
Maddie Aderbolt shot a 95. Senior
Peyton Mitrick shot a 98 to complete

the Warriors” scoring lineup.

Seniors Kayla Raue-Lease (106)
and Maddic Hayes (122) rounded out
Willowbrook s regional tcam.

Rattana’s score of 88 at the regional
finished just short of caring an indi-
vidual berth in this week's Orland Park

Sectional. The regional’s top four play-
ers who weren’t members of the two
sectional-qualifying  teams advanced
to the sectional as individuals. The four
players from the Glenbard East Re-
gional who advanced to the sectional
trned in scores of 76, 82, 85 and S6.

best individual score at last week's IHSA Class 2A Glenbard East Re-
gional at Glendale Lakes Golt Club in Glendale Heights. Rattana shot
an 18-hole score of 88 on the par-71 course to lead the Warriors to a
sixth-place finish in the team-standings of the 10-team event. Willow-
brook completed its 2020 season at last week’s event. The regional’s
top two teams—Hinsdale Central and Naperville North—advanced to
this week's Sandburg Sectional. The regional’s top four players from
teams that didn't qualify for the sectional earned individual berths in
the sectional. Raltana wound up a couple of shots short of her third
straight sectional appearance. The four players from the Glenbard
East Regional who advanced to the sectional as individuals shot
rounds of 76, 82, 85 and 86.

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

The Willowbrook boys golf team finished its 2020 season with a seventh-place finish in the team
standings of last week's IHSA Class 2A Glenbard East Regional at Glendale Lakes Golf Club in Glen-
dale Heights. Sophomore Brett Vandergriit {pictured) and senior John Donovan shot the Warriors’ best
rounds of the regional. Both players fired 18-hole scores of 86 on the par-71 course. Hinsdale Central
won the regional’s team title, while Glenbard West finished second. Those two teams advanced to this
week’s Oswego Sectional. The Glenbard East's regional’s top four players who weren't members of sec-
tional-qualifying teams advanced to the sectional as individuals. Those four players—two from Downers
Grove North and two from Downers Grove South—shot rounds of 74, 75, 81 and 81.
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\Warriors earn thlrd place at conference meet

The Willowbrook girls tennis team finished third in the team standings of the West Suburban Gold
Conference Meet, which took place on, Friday and Saturday. Hinsdale South, which hosted the meet,
won the conference championship. Downers Grove South claimed second place. The Willowbrook duo
of juniors lzzy Manning (battom left) -and Brooke Vandergrift (above) won the conference title in the No.
4 doubles flight. (Top left): The Warriors’ tandem of seniors Victoria Zlatkova (foreground) and Elizabeth
Martynenko (background) earned third-place honors in the No. 1 doubles tlight. The Willowbrook team
of senior twin sisters Jamie and Jenna Schrader battled to a third-place showing in the No. 2 doubles
flight. By finishing among the top three in their respective flights at the conference meet, the three Wil-
lowbrook doubles teams earned all-conference honors. The Warriors will complete their 2020 season at
this week’s Lyons Township Sectional. =
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Addison School Distnet 4 1s offer-
ing a day camp centered around re-
mote learning for students who wish
1o ease back into the school year. The
program corresponds to the Addison
School District 4 “Return to School”
remote learning calendar designed
for those enrolled in Kindergarten
through Sth grade.

The program provides children
with a safe, suuctured environment
with experienced stall focused on
providing a variety of quality activ-
ies that enrich the lives of children.
Participants  will have designated
homework time, play sports. go out-
side, use of gym and craft projects.
Activities will follow 1DPH recom-
mended social distancing guidelines
but if not possible. masks will be re-
quired.

Addison

Emly Ste-
venson has been
named  as  Addi-
son Trail’s August
recipient of 88's

Best  recognition
for her ouistand-

ing academic ac-
complishments.
Stevenson, a  se-
nior, was fecog-
nized during the Aug. 24 District 88
Board of Education mee

As an eighth-grader. Emily walked
into Addison Truil High School qui-
et and unassuming. She came every
morning from her parochial school
to take an advanced math class, and
her kindness, heart, maturity and in-
credible academic ability have made
a lasting impression ever since. She
continues to thrive academically -
Emily has taken 1l honors courses
and 13 Advanced Placement (AP)Y
college-level courses during her high
school career and has earned A's in
every single one to date.,

“Having Stevenson in my AP Lan-
suage class last year was an‘absolute
pleasure,” said Jessica Clark, English
teacher. “She went above and beyond
for every assignment, even during
E-learning in the spring. She was
always engaged and prepared. The
work Stevenson produced set the bar
for all other students.” i

Social Studies teacher Mark Olsen
agreed. :

“Stevenson is the best of the best,”
Olson said. “Do not be fooled by her
quiet demeanor! Not only is she an
amazing student, but she is a person
of the highest character.”

During summer break after her
freshinan vear, Stevenson taught
herself the Spanish 2 curriculum, so
she could take Spanish 3 Honors her
sophomore year and be prepared to
take both AP Spanish courses during
her time at Addison Trail.

“1 had the distinet honor to teach
Stevenson for two vears,” said Span-
ish teacher Kathleen McColaugh.
“From her stellar record, we are
aware she has distinguished hersell
as a mature and responsible student,
who sets high academic and person-
al goals for herself. As her rigorous

Emily Stevenson

v
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Weekly registration is offered for
family cenvenience. Registration re-
quired for the following week by the
Friday prior of the program week.

To register, please call (630) 233-
7275 or stop by in-person at Cen-
rennial Ree Center Front Desk. For
more information, please call (630)
233-7275 or visit addisonparks.org
for proper emergency paperwork (o
be filled vut and returned prior to first
day of program.

Parent Information:

Addison  Park  District  offers
weekly registration for two-day ©
tive-day options only. No pro-rating
of fees will be available. No sibling
discounts will be offered for this
program. No punch pass offered for
the 2020-21 Before & After School

Care/Remote Learting Camp.

Program Information:
Hours Remote Learning  Day
Camp: 7 am-6 pa. beginning

Tuesday. Sept. 1: participant drop-off

is from 7 - 8:30 a.m.

Registration: Centennial Rec Cen-
ter Front Desk, 1776 W. Centennial
Place.

Program held at: Community Rec-
reation Center,.120 E. Oak Street.

Grades: Kindergarten through Sth

grade.
Schedule of Remote Learning Dayv
Camp:

Pre-packaged snack provided, pre-
pare for school day, recreation activ-
ities offered.

Remote Learning District 4: 8:30
am.-3 pu.

Planned  breaks throughout re-
mote learning day of 10:15-10:30
am., 11151145 ame, and 2-2:15
pm (This information is taken from
School District 4 schedule)

Participant pick-up: 3-6 p.m.

Fees:
Two-day fee: STH/week
Registration Code: 502210
Three-day fee: $132fweek
caistration Code: 502211
Four-day fee: S154/week
Registration Code: 502213
Five-day fee: S163/week
Registration Code: 502214
Prepare for parent/guardian pick-
up, outdoor/indoor recreation activ-
ities, and gym time.
FFor more information, contact Da-
vid at 630-636-6209.

"“ 3 4

Trail names Emily Stevenson recipient of 88's Best recognition

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

Emily Stevensonwas honored as Addison Trail's August recipient of 88’s Best recognition during
District 88’s virtual Board meeting on Aug. 24. Pictured are (top row to bottom, from left): D88 Superin-
tendent Dr. Scott Helton, Addison Trail principal Michael Bolden, D88 Bd. member Amy Finnegan, Sarah
Fairbank, Board member Dan Olson, Willowbrook principal Dan Krause, Emily Stevenson, her parents
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Stevensons, D88 Board member Blanca Jessen and (bottom) D88 Board president Don-

na Craft Cain.

intelligence.  However, more im-
portant than Stevenson’s intellect
and dedication is her genuine desire
to use her strengths to help others.
Her altruism and genuine Kindness
is a defining characteristic, and Ste-
venson perseveres not only for her
benefit. but instead with the hopes of
helping others. It has been a privilege
to know and teach Stevenson, and |
look lorward to seeing the AMAZ-
ING things [ know she will do in the
future.”

Emily said her parents and great
academic foundation have helped
her thrive, and she still connects with
her grade-school reachers. Stevenson
also finds the ties to her church as a
: - o

for helping her find her voice and
supporting her when she felt over-
whelmed.

Outside of the classroom, she has
been involved in several extracur-
ricular activities. Emily played ten-
nis and badminton all four years: as
a. thespian, she has participated in
theatre all four years: and as a mem-
ber of Choir, Shades of Blue. Tii-M
(Modern Music Masters) Honor So-
ciety (where she serves as Recording
Secretary), Math Team (where she
qualified for the Hlinois Council of
Teachers of Mathematics State Math
Contest this past May), National
Honor Society (where she serves as
President), Swudent Council, Pay It

LR ned tha Rlasar Amhaceadors

book stafl this year. Emily has played
handbells since she was 10 years old
and also plays the piano and organ.

Emily is involved in giving back
1o her community as well. She is
active in her church youth group,
which takes mission trips during the
summer; enjoys helping Feed My
Starving Children; and volunteers tor
Phil's Friends. which provides care
packages, cards and hope 1o those
suffering from cancer.

Emily Stevenson certainly has
plans for her future. She has partici-
pated in virtual tours of col and
universities throughout the U Her
top four choices are Purdue Univer-
sity. Arizona State University, Uni-
vercitv of Kentucky and The Univer-
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Wll!ow rook’s glrls golf team bompteted a
busy wi h Saturday 's competition against
York and Glenbard West at Sugar Creek Golf

5, wh 'Glenbard West posted a 186. Junior
Emma Rattana earned Willowbrook’s best indi-

ayout. Sophomore Mickey Martens shot a
 Warrlors, while seniors Maddie Hayes
¢ itrick t 3

ference dual meet against
Horneis (198) defeated the

the team standings of the Aug.
ge Greens of Woodridge. Rattana
the individual stand r
7. ributed a 49,

lie Aderholt posted a 51.
he Warriors’ team score
illowbrook p!ayed acon-

Hilltoppers (149) beat the 'W_ riors (

' lowbraok’s home ve

Aderholt (above) shot a 42, while both Mﬁrick
(far left) and Hayes (left) shot scores of 43. The
Warriors’ schedule this week includes confer-
ence dual meets agalnsl Duwners Grove North
and Hinsdale Central. AE
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Republicans accuse Democrats of

Peter Hancock

PITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The chairman of the Special Inves-
ating Committee probing Illinois
use Speaker Michael Madigan's
sged role in a bribery scheme said
t. 6 that he will delay any further
setings of that panel until after the
. 3 general election.

“The commiltee will meet again
person on Nov. 5 in Springfield—
thout the backdrop of a political
npaign,” Rep. Emanvel *Chris”
:Ich, D-Hillside, said in a state-
:nt.

That statement, which came exact-
four weeks before the Nov. 3 gen-
il election, infuriated Republicans
the panel who accused Welch of
mewalling the investigation in or-
r to protect the powerful Demo-
itic speaker. - : :

“Chairman Welch’s decision is an
er ansult to the people of Illinois

10 want and deserve the truth”
:p. Deanne Mazzochi, R-Elmhurst,

id during a virtual news conference -

erin the day. “Chairman Welch has
w become Chairman Squelch.”
Madigan, a Chicago Democrat

10 has served as speaker of the

ouse for all but two years since
‘83, was implicated in a bribery

heme in July when officials at
ymmonwealth Edison, the state’s

gest electric utility, admitted to
deral prosecutors that over a period

nine years, they handed out no-

a1k jobs and lobbying contracts to
sse associates of Madigan as part
‘a concerted effort to curry his fa-
i for legislation that benefitted the

Madigan has not been charzed and

s denied any wrongdoing, saying
at all he did was recommend peo-
cfor jobs\ i

Regardless, Republicans: in the

NSIDE:
‘'olice Reports..........5
liewpoint................. 8

chairman delays further hearings in Madigan probe until after elect
protecting speaker at all costs

House, led by Minority Leader Jim
Durkin of Western Springs, filed
a petition to launch a disciplinary
process on the grounds that Madi-
gan may have engaged i “conduct
unbecoming to a legislator or which
constitutes a breach of public trust.”
Under House rules, that charge could
lead to disciplinary action, up to and
including expulsion from the House.

The special committee last met on
Tuesday, Sept. 29, and heard testi-
mony from ComEd Executive Vice
President of Compliance and Audit
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David Glockner who said he could
not specifically confirm whether the
company’s actions had, in fact, infiu-
enced Madigan or whether Madigan
was even aware of its intent to influ-
ence him.

Also during that meeting, Repub-
licans on the panel sought to issue
subpoenas to multiple other potential
witnesses who had declined requests
to testify voluntarily, including
Madigan. Welch, however, ruled that
request out of order, calling it “pre-
mature.”

Enzo C P -

umpkin Patch -

Entertainment

*igp Ages 4-16: 35 Adults free with paying child
re Registration &
masks are required Gt

BvilleParks.org

Since then, Democrats and Re-
publicans have engaged in back-and-
forth criticism of one another, with
Welch accusing Republicans of try-

. ing to use the hearings for “political

theater,” while Republicans have ac-
cused Welch of stonewalling the pro-
cess in order Lo protect the speaker
politically.

“At cvery step of this process,
our cooperation has been accompa-
nied with the proviso that we will
not allow this cominittee to be used
as a stage for political theater — an

" Ferniando Padualll

Theatre team prepares

oDy

0

m e ]

15

Lo 2
io

admonishment cur Republican col-
leagues appear to have taken more as
achallenge than as a reflection of this
committee’s serious work,” Welch
said 1n a statement.

Asked via email how he distin-
guishes between political theater
and a legitimate request for relevant
information, Welch replied: “The
(Special Investigating Committee)
convening on Nov. 5, 2020 in the

SUBMITTED PHOTO Addlison Indapandent

Theatre Director Anna McSweeney (top left) joins the cast and production team members from the -
school’s fall play, “Bad Auditions ... On Camera.” Performances are tentatively scheduled to stream
online on Oct. 23 and 24. Pictured are (top row, from left): McSweeney, Neela Lugo, Gabriela Mendoza,
Andrea A. Acosta; (second row): Grace Mendoza, Jack DiDomenic, Anthony Perez, Dylan Hernandez;
(third row): Jacob Struchen, Cindy Nakhammouane, Gerardo Alvidrez, Antonio Bruno; (bottom row):
Adam Sakleh, Enzo Ciaccia, Fernando Padua, Stephanie Ortiz.
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Durkin calls on Democrats to demand Madigan answer questions or resign
GOP worries delay tactics will thwart investigation

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The top Republican in the Illinois
House on Oct: 8 called for Demo-
crats, including Gov. JB Pritzker,
to either demand that Democratic
House Speaker Michael Madigan
answer questions before a Special
Investigating Committee or resign

Students earn
prestigious ASE
certification

The following Addison Trail stu-
dents have earned their Automotive
Service Excellence (ASE) Refriger-
ant Recovery-and Recycling Program
certification. Successful completion
of this EPA-authorized Section 609
program means these students are:
certified to service motor vehicle air
conditioning systems. They include:
- seniors Jaqueline Hernandez, Wai
Wha Dam, Felix Martinez, Johna-
than Reyes, Konrad Nowak; and,
juniors Morri Bernardo, Daniel Zie-
linski, Jorge Perez, Artemio Mejia,
John Taci and Michael Godenius.

immediately.

During a virtual news conference,
Minority Leader Jim Durkin, of
Western Springs. openly accused the
investigating committee’s chairman,
Hillside Democrat Emanuel “Chris”
Welch, of deliberately stalling the
investigation until after the Nov. 3
election, a move that Republicans
warn could ‘thwart the entire inves-
tigation, g

“There 1s one person who is in
charge, and that is Gov. Prifzker, and
he is the leader of the state Pemo-
cratic Party,” Durkin said. “T call on
him to immediately demand those
answers he has been requesting from
Speaker Madigan or demand that he
resign immediately.”

Durkin 1s cne of three House Re-
publicans who filed a petition calling
for the investigation after Madigan
was implicated in a bribery scheme
involving utility giant Common-
wealth Edison. In a deferred prosecu-
tion agreement filed in federal court
in July, ComEd officials admitted
that, over a nine-year period, they
awarded no-work jobs and lobbying
contracts to Madigan’s close asso-
‘ciates in order to curry his favor for

8 « 070Z ‘ST "12Q

legislation that benefitted the compa-
ny. 4

Republicans argue that Welch, by
postponing any further hearings until
after the election, has put the inves-
tigating committee under a severe
time constraint. That’s because under
House rules, all committees are au-
tomatically dissolved when the Gen-
eral Assembly adjourns its biennial
session, which is currently scheduled
to happen in January.

That means Republicans would
have to petition again for a new
committee after lawmakers convene
in January for the start of the 102nd
General Assembly if they want the
investigation to continue.

Welch has said he postponed fur-
ther hearings because he did not
want the investigation to be used
as “'political theater” leading up to
the election. As evidence of that, he
pointed to the fact that two Repub-
lican committee ~members—Reps.
Deanne Mazzochi of Elmhurst and
Grant Wehrli of Naperville—called
out their Democratic challengers in
a news conference this week, de-
manding they state publicly whether
or not they would vote for Madigan

for another term as speaker if they
are elected.

But Durkin responded Oct. 8 by
insisting the investigation is not po-
litical.

“This isn't politics. This is one of
the most serious scandals that we’ve
ever experienced in Illinois, and it's
just going to get larger,” he said. “It
has nothing to do with politics, And
it’s unfortunate that the Democrats
look at this as politics.”

Madigan himself has not been
charged in the bribery scheme and
he has dented any wrongdoing, On
Friday, Sept. 25, he issued a letter
saying he would not testify. before
the investigating committee, again
asserting that all he did was recom-
mend some people for jobs at the
company..

Days later, on Sept. 30, Pritzker
said ‘during a virtual news confer-
ence that he thought Madigan should
testify.

“I strongly believe that the speak-
er should take any opportunity, and
this is one, to present answers to the
questions that I think all of us have,”
Pritzker said. o

The governor’s spokesperson lat-

er issued a statement saying, “As
the Governor has said, he strongly
believes the Speaker should answer
questions and that any opportunity to
answer questions is one the Speaker
should take. That being said, there is
a legislative process underway and
as a co-equal branch of government,
members of the General Assembly
have used this process before and
they are capable of managing it on

‘their own.”

In addition to delaying any fur-
ther hearings until after the election,
Republicans have also complained
that Welch is stalling the process
by requesting what they call a “data
dump” from ComEd, including re-
cords of all communications between .
the company and state officials—in-
cluding former governors—over the
past 10 years, g

Republicans say the request coul
take months to fulfill, and Durkin
called it “a fishing expedition” that
was irrelevant to the work of the spe-
cial committee.

“The committee’s charge is to in-
vestigate Speaker Madigan in his
role with the deferred prosecution
agreement,” Durkin said.
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AT seniors recognized by NM

Addison Trail seniors (top row from left): Khayr Ahmed, C
tine Bugante and Jina Patel have been named as Camm.
Scholarship Program, conducted by the National Merit S

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

S

ynthia Bruntz; (bottom row from left): Jus-
ended Students in the 2021 National Merit
cholarship Corporation.

Addison Trail to present fall play,
‘Bad Auditions ... On Camera’

Virtual production still allows audience to choose ending

Addison Trail might be in a virtual
environment because of the corona-
virus pandemic, but that isn’t stop-
ping the school’s theatre department
from hosting its annual fall play,
which is tentatively scheduled to
stream online on Oct. 23 and 24,

When Remote Learning was first
implemented this past March, The-
atre Director Anna McSweeney met
with students on the Theatre Board
1o start planning the 2020-21 scason.
When the group discovered the play
“Bad Auditions ... On Camera,” by
fan McWethy and Carric McWethy
(McCrossen), members knew it
would be the perfect option for this
year’s fall play.

According to the web site play-
seripts.com, the comedy *tells the
story of a casting director (who) has
one day to find an actor to fill the role
of a lawyer in a crime procedural.
But what seems like a simple task
proves impossible when the pool of
actors includes stage thespians who
can’ttone it down for the screen, per-

e S i e,

who seems to believe this is a tooth-
paste commercial.”

“It has definitely been challenging,
but we’re excited o try something
different,” said junior Enzo Ciaccia,
who plays Herman, “We, of course,
would prefer to be in person, but
rehearsals are going well and are al-
lowing us to still experience the vari-
ous aspects of theatre.”

McSweeney said coordinating a
show online has brought with it a
handful of difficult situations, in-
cluding the actors finding the right
volume level, how to act with no
audience reaction, how 1o stream the
performances, and how to incorpo-
rate set designs.

She added what makes this pro-
duction unique is the amount of in-
teraction, as the audience chooses the
ending and which actor lands the role
of the lawyer.

“We want the audience members
to have a good laugh and to have fun
with the show,” said junior Antonio
Bruno, who plays Kellin. “We're

Although the production can’t take
place on stage, the students are happy
to be able to perform — even virtually.

“We all feel lucky to be part of
something so special,” said senior
Andrea Acosta, an assistant director.
“It has been really positive 1o see
how well everyone has adapted 10 so
much adversity.”

- Senior Gabricla Mendoza, one of
the stage managers, agreed.

“I’s hard to accept my senior
year is going to be so different than
anyone else’s,” Mendoza said, “But
knowing 1 still have theatre as a con-
stant in my life means so much to
me, and I'm really grateful.”

Addison Trail fall play

What: “Bad Auditions ... On
Camera” by lan McWethy and Carric
McWethy (McCrossen)

When: Performances are tentative-
ly scheduled to stream online on Oct.
23 and 24 (times TBA).

Show details: Information regard-
ing tickets and how performances



