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The 2020 Lilac Court

Lombard's 2020 Lilac Queen was revealed during Saturday’s coronation ceremonty in the village’s Lilacia Park. Jamya Whitman, who
nill soon begin her senior year at Glenbard East High School, was named this year’s Lilac Queen. The coronation ceremony was orig-
nally supposed to take place on May 2, but was postponed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Whitman (center) is pictured with the
‘est of the court shortly after her coronation. Pictured left to right are: Princess Abby Lynch, Princess Karli Wilson, Whitman, Princess
-izzy Florey and Princess Stacy Caeiro. Wilson, Florey and Caeiro are members of Willowbrook High School's Class of 2020. Lynch is
ibout to begin her senior year at Glenbard East. Wilson will attend Augustana College. Florey will attend the University of Minnesota,
vhile Caeiro will attend Northwestern University. One more photo from Saturday shows (above right, left to right) Wilson and Florey

ifter they removed their masks following the conclusion of the coronation ceremony.

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

uPage County reports more than 500 deaths related to COVID-19
Rate of deaths related to the virus continues to decline;

IDPH reports 37 deaths in the county during the first 26 days of July

The DuPage County Health De-
ment has recorded over 500 deaths
ted (o the COVID-19 coronavirus.
Che health department’s July 26
srtindicated 506 confirmed deaths
ted to COVID-19 in the coun-
The July 26 report also indicated
380 confirmed cases of the corona-
IS among county residents.
\ccording to the county health de-
ment’s July 26 report. there were
confirmed COVID-19 cases in
a Park residents, including five
ths.
The rate of deaths in the county
ted to the coronavirus continues
leeline. According to the Hlinois
artment of Public Health (IDPH),
leaths related to COVID-19 were
. - B - Cal . . .

Both the DuPage County Health
Department and the IDPH note that
their figures, including their totals
from past months, are provisional and
subject to change.

The -two  organizations
different totals for the
DuPage County deaths related to

provide

the virus through the first 26 days of
July. According (o a compilation of

the IDPH’s daily updates, there were
37 COVID-19 related deaths among
DuPage County residents in the first
26 days of the month. The DuPage
County Health Department’s July 26
update, however, indicates 26 deaths
related to the virus in the county
during July.

number ol

;jlln()u11ced one additional COVID-19
death in the stale—a male in his 90s
from Bond County.

The IDPH report trom July 25 in-
dicated 12 additional statewide deaths
related to COVID-19. One of those
deaths involved a resident of DuPage
County—a female in her 80s.

The July 24 report from the IDPH
announced 19 additional COVID-19
related deaths in Hlinois. Four of those
deaths involved residents of DuPage
County. Three of those deaths were
females in their 90s, while the other
death involved a female in her 100s.

Of the IDPH's 37 COVID-19 re-
lated deaths reported in residents
ol DuPage County through the first

26 days of July, 28 have involved
residents 70 and older. Another six
ol the dcaths involved residents

“their 60s. About 92 percent of the 37

COVID-19 related deaths reported in
DuPage County during the first 26
days of July. therefore, involved res-
idents 60 and older,

Two of the 37 COVID-19 related
deaths reported in the county in the
first 26 days of July involved resi-
dents in their 40s, while onc death
involved a resident in the 50-59 age
group. According to the IDPH, none
of the DuPage County deaths related
to the coronavirus during the first 26
days of July involved a resident under
the age of 40.
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izes and corridor traffic to allow for
.ocial distancing, the plan will have
1alf the students in the building on
\ternating days. Each student has
seen assigned to a “Maroon or Gold
sohort group,” and will be on cam-
pus every other day, learning virtual-
ly when not in the building. -

The “Maroon and Gold rotation”
has been plotted out on the calendar
for the first four weeks of the school
year, allowing students the ability to
see those dates on the school's online
school calendar.

created by the administration to none
in on the different aspects of open-
ing safely and efficiently: Academic
Program, School Building, Commu-
nications and Community Health and
Safety. The final plan represents their
collective decisions on how best to
pegin the 2020-21 school year.
“Changes to this plan will be ne-
cessitated as circumstances and guid-
ance shift,” said Beirne. “Our small-
er school size gives us an edge over
Jarger schools in that we are able to
better handle the state’s guidelines.

Hindus seek Diwali holiday in Butler
School District schools starting in 2021

Hindus want all public schools in
Oak Brook to stay closed on Diwa-
li—the most popular of their festi-
vals; starting in 2021

Thus, they are urging Christopher
Edmonds and Dr. Paul O'Malley,
board president and superintendent,
respectively, of Butler School Dis-
trict (BSD) 53 in Oak Brook (which
includes Oakbrook Terrace), to adopt
Diwali as an official holiday on its
2021-2022 school year calendars and
beyond.

Hindu statesman Rajan Zed, in a
recent statement, pointed out that it
‘would be a step in the positive direc-
tion in view' of presence of a substan-
tial number of Hindu students in Oak
Brook; as it was important {0 meet
the religious and spiritual needs of
these pupils. Some school districts in
various U.S. states have reportedly
already declared Diwali as a holiday.

Zed, president of Universal So-
ciety of Hinduism, indicated that
schools should make efforts, to ac-
commodate the religious require-
ments. of Hindu' students and show
respeet to their faith by not conduct-
ing regular business and scheduling
classes on Diwali. It does not want
students to be put at an unnecessary
disadvantage for missing fests/exam-
inations/papers, assignments, class

work, etc.: by taking a day-off to ob-
serve Diwali.

Zed suggested BSD. to seriously
look into declaring Diwali as an of-
ficial holiday, thus recognizing the

intersection of spirituality and educa-

tion: Zed noted that awareness about
other religions thus created by such
holidays like Diwali would make
Oak Brook students well-nurtured,
well-balanced, and enlightened citi-

Zens.

Zed further states that Hinduism
is rich in festivals and religious fes-
tivals that are very dear and sacred to
Hindus, Diwali, the festival of lights,

aims at dispelling the darkness and

lighting up the lives and symboliz-
es the victory of good over evil. In
2021, Diwali falls on Thursday, Nov.
4. ]

Hinduism is oldest and third larg-
est world religion world with about
1.1 billion adherents, There are about
three million Hindus in the Uniled
States. :

Awards-winning BSD, whose his-

tory goes back to early 1900s, claims
to be “known for its high achieve-
ment and top test scores.”

“Our students consistently rank
among the highest in the state on
tests and earn top ranking on ‘aca-
demic teams,” it adds.

GHRIS FOX FILE PHOTO Aock Valley Publishing

\/olunteers help to distribute
over 385,000 free meals

District 88 staff members joined other volunteers to
distribute 385,952 free meals to community members from
March 17 to Aug. 18. During that tive-month period, District
88 tearmed with District 45, Salt Creek District 48, Addison
School District 4, Arbor Management, Chartwells and Cottage
Hill Operating Company 1o offer free meals to all residents
up to the age of 18. The meals were distributed at various
locations in Villa Park and Addison. Hundreds of volunteers
contributed to the effort to distribute the meals.The volunteers
included (front, middle) Isela Aquino—assistant to Willowbrook
Principal Dan Krause—and (back row, left to right) Cottage
Hill's Barbara Huff, Marcia lvancevic—assistant to Willowbrook
" assistant principal Bob Daly—and Donna O'Neill—assistant
to Willowbrook athletic director Brandon Murphy. They are
pictured outside of Jefferson Middle School during March.
This week, District 88 began its transition to offering food 1o
students enrolled in the district. The distribution of five days’
‘worth of meals (five breakfasts and five lunches) will take
place each Wednesday from 1 to 3 p.m. at Willowbrook High
School (Door 6) and Addison Trail High School (Door 5). For
more information about the distributions at Willowbrook; call
Krause at 630-530-3438, or District 88 Chief Financial Officer
Ed Hoster at 630-530-3970.

L_ .
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The Willowbrook girls golf tsam Is opening its We

conference meets against Hinsdale S
altered by the COVID-19 pandemic.’
other during the regular season, and wil
players this seasen include junior Em
stale meet as a freshman. Ratlana ad
rlors on the 2020 team include

GHHIS FOX FILE PHOTOS fiack Valey Putising |

an Conference season with this week’s

“The Warriors' 2020 schedule has been

! ams will reportedly compete only against each
part in any non-conference events. The Warriors' top
(above), who qualified for the IHSA Class 2A individual
e IHSA sectional round last season. The other key War-
Raue-Lease (right), senior






