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start school year with

First day of school is
Aug. 24; Willowbrook
students will recsive
live oniline instruction;
board will review the
recpening plan at its
Oct. 5 meeting

STAFF REPORT

Willowbrook High School will
begin the upcoming 2020-21 school
year with remote instruction. The
Villa Park school will be closed to
in-person classes until at least early
Cetober.

The seven-member District 88
Board of Bducation voted unani-
mously during its special July 27
Tmeeling to approve a resolution au-
thorizing the administration to im-
plement online instruction throngh
Oct, 5. The board will reevaluate the
atatms of the COVID-19 pandemic at
its Oct. 5 meeting.

District 88 includes two schools—
Willowbrook High School and Addi-
son. Trail High School, These two
schools, along with all other K-12
schools in- Tllinois, were closed to
in-person instruction during the last
two months of the 2019-20 school
year. School buildings were closed at
the end of regular classes on March
13.

Willowbrook’s 2020-21  school
year will begin, with remote in-
struction, on Monday, Aug. 24. The
school year was initially supposed
to begin on Aug, 19, The District 88
Board voted unanimonsly during last
week's meeting to armend the school
calendar,

Willowbrook's online instruction
during the spring featured asyn-
chronous, or non-live instruction.
The online education at the start of
the upcoming school year will offer
synchronous, of live instruction, with
teachers providing real-time educa-
tion while interacting with stndents
online,

Diswrict 88 Superintendent Scokt
Helton joined other administrators
o speak about the det.™'s of the dis-
trict’s Return 1o School Plan during
the July 27 board meeting, which was
held_remotely, Helton noted the dis-
trict’s plan followed guidelines from
the Illinois State Board of Education
(ISBE), the Mlipois Department of
Public Health {IDPH), the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and Tlinois Gov. JB Pritzker,

The guidetines for school districts
require use of appropriate personal
pretective equipment (PPE), includ-
ing face coverings. Another gnide-
line prohibits more than 50 people
from gathering in one space. Schools
are also required to increase their
cleaning and disinfection practices,
and to conduet symptom screenings
and temperature checks or require
that individuals self-ceriify they are
free of symptoms before entering a
school building.

Survey sent {o familles
Yvonne Thagalis, the district's
i intendent for curric-

o
t
ulum and instruction, stated that the
district sent out a suevey to all of
its families in the middle of July to
learn their feelings aboul reopening
for the 2020-21 school year, The dis-
trict Tecefved over 1,500 respomses
to the survey. One question asked

arents about their students’ plans
foi the school year. Taagalis stated
that about 67 percent of the parents
who responded stated their children
would return for in-school msiruc-
tion. About 22 percent of the par-
¢nts responded their children would
not return for in-person instruction,
while about 11 percent were unde-
cided.

About 30 percent of the respon-
dents said their children would take
the bus t0 and from school. About
86 percent of the respondents stat-
ed they did pot require a hotspot to
connect 1o the internes, while about
14 percent stated they would need a
hotspot. The district is able to pro-
vide students with hotspots to access
an internet connection for online
learning. _

Helton and assistant superinten-
dent Jean Barbanente told the board
that the administration recommended
starting the schoo! year with online
instruction, with the status to be re-
viewed at the Oct. 5 board meeting.
Helton and Barbanente stated that
no matter what happens in the near
foture, remote leaming won't go
away. At any stage of the district's
plan to recpen its school buildings in
the 2(}20-21 school year, parents and
students will have the option to keep
receiving instroction remotely.

The administrators emphasized
that the upcoming remote experience
would be more robust than the leve}
of instruction provided in the spring.
The remote education at the start of
the 2020-21 school year will offer
live instruction, with teachers inter-
acting with students online.

Teachers will have the option
to conduct thejr remote instraction
from the district's school buildings,
or from their homes. Scme students,
including  students  with special
needs, will have difficulty with ex-
clusively remote instruction, Those
students could come to their respec-
tive schools for specialized instroc-
tion.

Additionally, some other students
with special barriers in their homes
may be able to come to Willowbrock
or Addison Trail to receive their ed-
ucation remotely. Those students
would potentially come to learning
centers at their schools, where they
would connect remotely to receive
instruction.

Fully remote Instruction at
least through Oct. 5

The fully remote instruction
through at least Oct. 5 represents
Stage 1| (Remote) of Disict 88%
Return o School Plan. There is no
timetable for the future stages, Stage
2 (Remote Plus) of the plan states
that instruction would mostly retnain
remote, There would be some oppor-
tunities during Stage 2 for in-person
learning in the afternoon, depending
on students' needs,

In Stage 3 (Blended Remoie) of
the district’s plan, groups of stu-
dents would come to their schools
for in-person instmuction. Classes
for in-person learning would be of-
fered on Monday, Tucsday, Thurs-
day and Friday from 7:45 to 1:35.
One group of Willowbrock students
would receive in-person instruc-
tion on Monday and Tuesday. An-
other group would visit school for
in-person learning on Thorsday and
Friday. Classes . would be offered in
blocks of 80-minute periods, which
are longer than the wsual class times.
The longer blocks would reduce the
ameount of tme students are in hall-
ways. Wednesday instruction would
remain fully remote 10 allow for deep
cleaning/sanitation of school build-
ings, and to allow for weekly break-
fast and lunch diswibution to some
Distriet 88 students and families.

According to the district, teachers
will need to prepare to connect with
sindents both in-person and online
when in-school instruction resumes,
Bven when students are allowed to
return- 10 school, some students will
not retarn because of COVID-19 re-
lated issnes. .

in-person instruction does
begin, student supervisors will be
asked to perform temperature checks
for students ai all entry points of the

uity remote instruction

achool building. Staff members will
be expected to check their tempera- -
tures at home before coming to work,
Anyone with a temperature of 100.4
degrees Fahrenhéit or higher will not
be permitted inta the building.

Students who present with a fever
on campus will be isolated in the sec-
endary nurse’s office and sent home.

Handwashing stations and sanitiz-
er will be available at all entry points
of the school building. Students
without masks will be provided with
masks, Students and staff will be di-
rected to avoid sharing any supplies
or materials.

Students or staff members who
report a positive test for COVID-19
wili be directed to quarantine for 10
days untif they present two negative
tests. Those students or staff mem-
bers will also be asked to provide a
Yst of any area they accessed in the
district.

The board will review the dis-
trict’s remote, learning progress
during its regular mesting on Sept.
14, That meeting will take place after
three weeks of remote instruction at
the start of the 2020-21 school year.

During the July 27 meeting, board -
members asked Helton and other dis-
trict administrators when the district
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Happy 106™ birthday Mabe

Mabel Larson, a Lexington of Lombard resident for 15 years,
turned 106 on Saturday, July 25, The mother of three, grend-
mother and grest-grandmother of many and great-great-grand-
mother of four, was born In Evergreen Park, grew up In’ M.
Gresnwood and later lived in Oak Lawn with her husband Erie
{they mat at church), 6 whom she was marrled for 67 years. Her
surviving children are her son, 83, who lives at nearby Mayslake
Village retirement community; and her daughter, 75, who llves
in St. Louls. When asked about the secret 10 a long IHe and mar-
rlage, she replied with a smile, "There Is no secret.”
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three counties. There are 102 coun-
tes in the state. It would be nice if
the media sometimes framed the
news in the following way our state:
Ninety-nine counties report zero
COVID-19 depths! It would also
be helpful if the media emphasized
that it's safe for children to return to
school.
0w

I can only pray the silent major-
ity takes the time to vote as we are
headed toward scary times, I am not
& fan of the president’s rhetoric but
T'am even more afraid of an eklerly
president who can’t put together two

To those obtuse and entitled peo-
ple bemoaning their “right” to deter-
mine whether they should be com-
pelled to wear masks and lament-
ing having their freedoms stripped.
You do not have the right to break
the speed limit, drive while intox-
icated, start a fire in public, ignore
stoplights, verbally or physically
threaten another or amoke in public
Pplaces, You get the point. These ac-
tions endanger the lives and safety of
those around you and the objective
of society’s mandates and laws is
the protection of the community, We
are presently contending with an in-
creasingly virulent pandemic neces-
sitating the use of protective mask:..

ile wearing a mask does provide
sotne protection for the individual,
the essential purpose of wearing a
mask is the protection of the health
and lives of those aronnd you, You
categorically do not have the right to
endanger the lives of my family, my-
self, my friends or the comumunity as
a whole, with or withont a mandate
or law, Over 140,000 people in the
U.S. alone gre dead and millions are
sick. Is wearing a mask genvinely &
choice between people’s lives and
your misconceived “rights”?

LE R

The leftist media have been hav-
ing comniption fits becanse Trump
is refusing to comment on whether
he’ll accept the results of the 2020
election. Some lefiist pundits wor-
ry that Tramp will declare martial
law or enact some secret emergency
powers that will keep him in office.
‘The irony of it all is that these are the
- same whining leftists who have nev-

er accepted the results of the 2016
election. I think it's only fair that the
left should be asked the same ques-
don: if Trump wins, will you accept
the results? Heck, ¥ can answer that
already: they won’t,

*® ok X

If Lori Lightweight and the may-
ors of Seattle, Portland, New York
and whatever other city complain
about federal agents or don’t want
federal agents, I say fine, no prob-
lem. Let them all continue 1o kow-
tow to the looters and rioters, and
when these cities are completely
trashed, don’t come begging for fed-
eral help or federal money.

* ok

One can only bope they have fi-
nally gotten to Madigan and his in-
ner circle. Hopefully they will get to
his minions and Terra Costa Howard
and Deb Conroy very soon. We need
1o turn this state around.

L

It seems all the ricters and pro-
testers are left-leaning Democrats.
Don't see any Trump supports out
there looting and burning down their
neighborhood and shutting down
small businesses. Maybe that should
tell s something ‘about what is to
come to a neighborhood near you.

LR ]

On July 24, the Dlincis Depart-
ment of Public Health announced
19 additional COVID-19 deaths in
the state. All 19 of those who died
were at least 60 years old. Four of
the 19 deaths were in DuPage Coun-
ty. Three of those residents were
in their 90s. One was in her 100s.
Also, the 19 deaths took place in

@ SChOOI {Continued from page 4}

would know it could retum to folly
in-person instruction. The adminis-
tzation said there is a blend of stalis~
tics that would guide that decision.

Board member Jay Irvin said he
was concerned that sotme children
would be in school buildings even
during the fuily remote phase of in-
struction.

Irvin also wondered if some par-
enls would prefer their kids to be in
school huildings to access remote
instruction at the start of the school
year. .
Barbanente noted that the district
is legally obligated to educate sto-
dents, including students with special
needs, She said that only a handful of
students might be in school buildings
at the bepinning of the school year,
The district, she said, will be able to
spread those stadents out to maxi-
mize safety.

Helion, who described District.

88" Retumn to School Plan as fluid,
flexible and nimble, stated during the
July 27 discussion with board mem-
bers that the district consylts with the
DuPage County Health Depariment
every Monday and Friday. Helton
added that the district has bought a
Face shield for all of its teachers. He
said the district has also acquired
masks, gowns and gloves,

The board also voted unanimously
during the meeting to waive the $175
student-parking fee when in-person
instruction returns, Waiving that fee,
which will reportedly cost the dis-
trict approximately $90,000 between
its two sohools, will encourage more
students to drive to school and likely
reduce the number of stadents who
would utilize school buses,

The District 88 beard will hold its
next regular meeting on Aug, 10.

and has been hiding in a
basement.
¥ ¥ A
Idon't know about y’al, but per-
sonelly I'm voting for Harry Styles
for president, Styles 2020, Treat
America with kindness,
LN
Republicans have just snuck the
Trust Act info the latest COVID-19
relief legislation. This would allow
the creation of a clesed-door com-
mission that would allow for the fast
tracking of ents 1o Social Security.
They are coming for your Social Se-
curity and they will get it,
* k¥

PSA. If you're' golng through
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a drive through, wear a mask.
COVID-19 doesn’t stay in your ve-
hicle. Wear a mask, respect fast food
workers. If you don’t wear a mask
your grandma is disappointed in yom
and she’s looking down shaking her
head or up to you shaking her head
and you don’t want to disappoint
grandma, do you?

L

Here’s some food for theught,

Lombard and Villa Park. You know,
there’s probably more than 26 mil-
lion people who are working from
home at Jeast during this pandemic
or at least part-time duering normal
times. We think it's being savvy.
So why, when teachers have to do
it during a pandemic, people want
their pay cut or their property tax cut
because they think teachers aren’t
working? Teachers sure do put up
with a lot just to educate your kids.
Think about it.

® *®#F

I am so frustrated with the biases

I read or hear every day in the var-
ious media. The wpcoming election
is & no-brainer when you consider
you're pot voting for candidates,
but you're voting for a way of life.
Please, try to do that.

L]

I think it's about time someone

stands.up for the police department,
I really don't care for the police,
but the police are there to serve and
protect, to stop vandalism, to stop
rioting, to stop looting, to stop basi-
cally any crime there is. They even
protect and serve a statue. Unfortu-
nately, there are some bad apples in
every crowd who want to rip down
statues, destroy public property.
spray painting and everything else.
The police had their job to do. They
got pelted with bottles, fireworks
and sverything else, then people cry
that they got hit or hurt by the police.
They were doing their job. Now ev-
erybody else needs 1o do their job.
You want to protest? Fine, be peace-
ful about it. Don’t destroy anything.
Don't burn anything. Don’t loot
anything, Then there would be no
problems.
LR

Good morning. " It's  Saturday
moring, July 18. I just saw the best
thing on the ngws today. Getting rid
of Madigan would be the best thing
that conld ever happen to the state of
Tlinois. This way, the Republicans
can come in, and not Trump, but the
intelligent Republicans can ceme in
and actually take care of business
and actually take care of what's hap-
pening in the Chicago area.

DuPage County reports 28 COVID-18 related
deatits during July, down from 81 in June
Hospitalizations related to coronavirus also
declined in the county during July

STAFF REPORT

There were 28 deaths related
to COVID-19 in DuPage County
doring July, according to the DuP-
age County Health Department.

That total represents a 65-per-
cent decrease from Tune, when the
county health department reported
81 deaths related to the coronavi-
rus,

The department teported 14
COVID-19 rclated deaths in March.
There were 194 deaths teport-
ed during April, and another 193
COVID-19 related deaths reported
in May.

The number of DuPage County
deaths related to the coronavirus
dropped to 81 during Fune, and to
28 in July,

Through the end of July, the
DuPage County Health art-
ment reported 510 deaths related
to COVID-19 among county resi-
dents. The department's Ang. 2 up-
date reported 11,458 confirmed cas-
es of the coronavirus in the county.

According to the Aug. 2 up-
date, there were 312 confirmed
COVID-19 cases in Villa Pack resi-
dents, including five deaths,

pantment provides date of death
information about the COVID-19
‘deaths in the county. The IUi-
nois Departinent of Public Health
(IDPH) docs not provide date of
death information.

According to the county health
department, the first COVID-19 re-
lated death in DuPpge County hap-
pened on March 19,

The county health department's
Aung. 2 report states that 295 of the

510 deaths related to COVID-19
in DuPage County have involved
tesidents 80 and older. Another
121 deaths have involved residenis
in the 70-7¢ age group, while 59
deaths have involved people in the
60-69 age range. -About 93 per-
cent of the 510 deaths related to
COVID-19 in the county, therefore,
have involved residents aver the
age of 60,

None of the COVID-19 related
denths in the county have involved
residents under the age of 20. There
has been one death related to the
coronavifus reported in residents
in their 20s. Five of the deaths in-
volved residents in their 30s, while

10 involved people in their 40s and

19 involved residents in their 50s.
To view DuPage Connty’s latest
COVID-19 figures, visit #1z health
department’s website at dupage-
health org.
. The IDPH does release dai-
ly- reports sbout the mumber of
COVID-19 related deaths in the
state. The IDPH’s 31 daily zeports
in Tuly listed a total of 42 deaths
in DuPage County. OF those 42

- deaths, 13 involved peopiz in their
The DuPage County Health De--

80s, while I0 invoived people in
their 70s. Eight of the 42 decedents
were in their 90s, while one was
in the 100+ age group, Six of their
decedents were in their 60s. Two
of the 42 DuPage County deaths
reported by the IDPH in July in-
volved people in their 50s: anoth-
er two deaths involved residents in
their 40s. None of the 42 DuPage
County COVID-19 related deaths
Teporied by the IDPH during July
involved any fesidents under the

age of 40,

The DuPage County Health De-
partment and the IDPH both state
that their figures are provisional
and subject to change.

The connty health department re-
ported 104 hospitalizations related
to the corenavirns in DuPage Coua-
ty in July, That number represented
a 45-percent drop from June, when
189 hospitalizations were reported.

There were 737 hospitalizations
related to COVID-19 reported in
DuPage County in April. Another
590 hospitalizations related to the
coronavirus were reported during
May. The pumber of hospital-

‘izations related to COVID-19 in

the county in June represented a
68-percent drop from the previous
month,

According te, the IDPH re-
port from Ang. 2, there have been
7.517 confirmed deaths related
te COVID-19 in Illinois. Near-
ly 182,000 confirmed cases of the
coronavirus have been reported
in the state, while almost 2.8 mil-
licn tests for COVID-19 have been
performed. The IDPH reported al-
most 50,000 tests on July 3i—a
single-day record in the state, The
report from Aug, 1 announced near-
ly 40,000 additional tests, while the
Aug. 2 report noted about 39,000
additional tests.

More than half of the COVID-19
related deaths in Ilinois have in-
velved residents of long-term care
facilities, As of July 31, the IDFH
reported 4,136 of the state’s deaths
related to the coronavirns involved
residents of long-term care facili-
ties,



