 Kathleen Doyle of B

Willowbrook High School's
Class of 2020 received the
Taylor Famlly Scholarship
during the Willowbrook Athletic
Booster Club's recent senior
athletic banquet, which was
held virtually because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. A Villa
‘Park resident, Doyle was a
member of Willowbrook's
cheerleading program for four
years, She spent three seasons
on the varsity team. Doyle was
also a member of the National
English Honor Soclety, the
Natlonal Math Honor Soclety,
the World Language Honor
Society, the Blue Crow and the
Yoga Club. Doyle served as a
junlor coach for the Villa Park
Warriors during her four years
at Willowbrook. In that capacity,
she was respaonsible tfor creating
a competition routine, selscting
mugic and teaching the routine
1o a squad of grade-school
cheerleaders. Doyle will attend
DePaul University, whers she will
" major in elementary education.
She will also continua her
cheerleading career at DePaul;
she tried out for and earned a
spot on the Blue Demons' team.

‘Standout cheerleader receives scholarship

SLAETIND FEHIPG oo iy Fudsidag
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Scholarship recipient

Mike Hay is one of the members of Willowbrook

" High School's Class of 2020 who recelved schol-

arghips during the Willowbrook Athletic Boost-
er Club’s recent senior athletic banguet. This
year's banquet was held virtually because of the

. COVID-19.pandemic. Hay, who Is a Villa Park res- -

ident, recelved a $500 Villa' Park Warriors Youth
Football and Cheer Scholarship.Hay played mufti-
ple sports, including football, baseball, basketball
and volleyball, during his time at Willowbrook. He
will continue his academic and athletic pursuits at
Trinity Christlan Coliege in Palos Heights, where
he will be a member of the Trolls’ men’s volleyball

feam.

We make it easy to bank
anywhere, anytime!

ake the Switch to West Suburban Bank. We offer the lastest in
banking technology, with the personal service you can only get
from 2 local community bank.

WSB Xpress Extended Hours

Open a checking account today and enjoy:
Life is busy, that's why our local WSB Xpress Tellers are available for you
Manday-Friday from 6 am-7 pm, on Saturdays from & am-5 pm and even

@
% Sundays from 9 am-3 pm,

) »— Online Banking & Mobile Banking ]
Enjoy 24 hour banking with Online Banking & Mobile Banking. Check

balances, view activity, transfer funds, even make deposits using your
smartphone,**
sk
g
=@

Schedule An Appointment Online
‘Make the switch even easier by saving time and making an appointment
“online at a time.and location that's convenient for you.

7 WEST
SUBLIRBARI
BANK,

| www.westsuburbanbank.com 630-652-2000
Cipen a checking account with a minlmun sht of just $100. Sublect to regular nccount opening procedurgs, “*Mobile Deppsh.

' is avallabla in the Wast Suburban Bank Mabil & App, which Is available for sefect moblis. davices. Sug;:n to aligibllity and further &
ravlew. Daposits ara subject to vertfication and nat available for immediate whhdrawal. Dapostt limits snd other restrictions
apply. Message and Data ratas may apply.

e

—= —_— -
e

1659 - 2020

A LUMBEARD NEWSPARER FOR
LOMBARD PEQPLE

B
TriL QUT & MAIL WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO:
Lombardian Subscriptions -

- Providing Our Readers with 1 0 cuawioet 13 ot cune
Hometown News for 61 Years 1 :

12 Month Subscriptioh
§43 In-Lombard
33] Qut of Town Subscriptian

w1 AN R

| _ 929 8. Maln St,, Ste. 100, Lombard, IL 60148

T o et
g B plied
ion Date.

1 7 Lombardini
Name,
Addrun‘
Cily_.

(circle card used)
ciD#




.;f S 1;--.~,'w."l:-
'L';'J"J' ﬂ-f:-r’.'-‘{g-"‘ e
G“faﬁﬁ Time

smalit speskowtrvpubilabing.an

) m—

-
e ¢ ™

e

Recently T was made-to wait out-
side of a small Villa Park business
because the owner wished to restrict
the number of persons inside due to
COVID-19 concerns. I respect and
endorse this decision and did not
inind waiting in the least in the bright
May sunshine. However, I was let
into the store by an employee with no
facial mask. If small bosiness cares
ibout their customers, they will show
it by having employees wear facial
masks like most of the customers, In
the future, I plan to avoid small busi-
nesses that do not share the health
concerns of the general public.

* ok

To all those self-righteous covidi-

ots who don't think 2 mask. wearing
applies to them. So, you're worried
about your rights, huh? Like, say,
life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness? I doubt it’s a coincidence
that life is listed first, Kind of hard
to be happy if you're dead. With
COVID-19, it's literally a case of
your rights ending where my nose
begins. How do yon justify cough-
ing, sneezing and spreading germs
in public without a mask on while
it is, quite literally, threatening not
only the health of those around you,
bat their lives and the lives. of those
they live with? How do they deserve
that? You may as well sucker punch
the people you walk by or stab them

in the back. Despite the fact there
are very, very, very few people
that would do that, T truly doubt
you fall into that group. Quit tey-
ing to prove to everybedy you do.
Oh, that includes you kids hang-
ing out in the parking lot next to
Dairy Queen. Party one week, kill
somebody the next.
Wk

In the May 21 Speak Out, some-
one complained about work on a
house starting at 8 a.m. on a Sun-
day, and that “the only chance we
get to sleep in is Sunday morn-
ing.” I sympathize and agree that
being considerate is important,
but it might be that person’s only
chance to do the work. In the
winter it was snow blowing at 6
a.m.—that person has to shovel
out to go to wark? Now, it’s com-
plaining about the noises from
lawn mowing (goodness kmows
how the complaints will increase
after all this rain), garbage trucks,
sewer frucks, construction and
so forth. This is spring and sum-
mer; it's a fact of life that people
mow lawns, work on homes, atc.
You'd be the ones complaining
if they didn't take care of their
property. Now that Croise Nights
in Lombard is canceled, at least
we won't be hearing from people
who complain every year about
the car noises, music and exhaust
one night a week—sounds of peo-

Recent Willowbrook grads discuss adapting
to e-learning, missing out on senior events

By Lily Morgan
FOR THE VILLA PARK REVIEW

After Gov. JB Pritzker announced his decision
April 17 to close llinois schools for the remainder
of the 2019-20 school year due to the COVID-19
pandemic, teachers and students—especially high
school seniors—had to adjust on the fiy,

During the final stretch of their high school
careers, seniors had to adapt to a new system of
remote learning, and consequently also.missed ot
on important events that closed out this impartant
chapter of their lives,

Lombard resident and recent Willowbrook Class of
2020 graduate Stacy Caeiro feels that seniors missed
oul on opportunitics they’ve worked years for.

“We put in four years of hard work in order to
graduate, so the fact it’s (all) cancelled is pretty
upsetting.” she said, no doubt echoing the sentiments
of most seniors.

Missing out on landmark events like prom, end-
of-the-year awards ceremonies and their graduation
ceremony, put a' demper on everyene's spirits.

Although the turn of events was bittersweet, it was
also necessary, said Willowbrook graduate and Villa
Park resident Letisha Sepulveda.

“T understand why this all had to happen,” says
Sepulveds. “It's important for everyone to stay inside,
including us, but it's still disappointing.”

Indeed, it was difficult for students to adapt to the
changes the governor’s stay-at-home order had forced
upon them. However, schoels such as Willowbrook
quickly adapted to the e-learning process and
continued to educate students through the end of the
year, with exams, classroom meetings; and even AP
testing online.

“I'm glad they offered the e-learning opportumity;
it's goed for people who find structure in school

ork” said Caeiro, who went on to mention that she
enjoyed other elements of e-leaming such as the
teacher-led video chats, online exams, and the policy
that a student’s grades can’t drop lower than they
were before the stay-at-home orders officially started.

The benefits of the e-learning programs were

abundant, but had its drawbacks—especially
for students who learn differently, according to
Sepulveda, -

“I dislike the workload. I don’t have-the motivation
to get it done,” says Sepulveda, “Teachers have been
kind, but it's a lot for kids like me who are visugl
learners and really need to be in & classroom to get
things done.™

Stodents handled the e-learning sitnation
differently, and for some, it packed on additional
stress in an ‘already difficult time.

“Usually we’d be able to take a break and
get away from everything, but we couldn’t,
and it made it really hard to handle a full day’s
workload,” explained Caeiro, when asked abont the
disadvantages of the system, and how she had to
adapt to the change. :

Before the stay-at-home order, students would
be able to balance the pressures of school work by
taking a break—going out with friends or doing
something else to take their minds off it. But confined
to their own houses, students had no choice bhut to
adapt to the e-learning environment.

Despite having to adapt to e-learning, and the
disappointment of not being able to attend traditional
senior events, when asked if they agreed with the
governor’s decision to close schools for the rest of
the year, both Caeiro and Sepulveda believe it was
a decision made for the greater good —everyone's
health. )

“People aren’t taking this sertously enough,” says
Sepulveda. “We clearly couldn't have gone back (to
school) on aceount of people acting like nothing was
happening.”

“There are downfalls of the situation we’re in,”
says Caeiro, “It’s sad we can’t socialize and attend
big events, but in the face of it, social distancing is
keeping us all safe.

“By social distancing we are protecting our
relatives, friends, and community members who are
at risk, Safety is really important, and if we open up
everything too quickly there’s the potential for the
virus to spread again and make more people sick.”
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ple ont having a goed time. Next up?

Neise complaints about kids playing

in their own yards, But then you'd

complain if you saw them in a park.
ok ok

The hypocrisy of the left and #Me-
too is on full display. Sean Casten
and his cronies were very eager to
destroy a Supreme Court judge’s rep-
utation, but it is perfectly acceptable
1o look the other way for Joe Biden.
The media goes along with their lit-
tle darlings and destroys anyone and
anything that does not fit their agen-
da. Time for Sean to go.

ok %

How do you solve a problem like
Illinois? Illinois will not survive the
death grip the governor has on the
residents. There are four regions for
reopeping. The nine-county north-
east region will be stuck closed be-
cause of Chicago. DuPage Coun-
ty has more residents than several
states, yet they can’t make their own
decision on reopening? The econ-
omy cannot sastain this. It is hard
to believe that the Olincis govemor
and the llinos speaker of the house
didn’t sign off on the Nlinois senate
president asking the federal govern-
ment for $40 billion plus, to bailout
30 years of reckless spending in ¥li-
nois. Does the governor want Illinois
to go bankrupt to force the federal
government to give Illinois money?
That what it scems like,

ok E

‘What is going to be left of Chicago
after Lori Lightfoot gets done? She’s
going to torn this preat city into a
ghost town. I wouldn't be surprised
if buildings like the Willis Tower and
the Hancock Center become muse-
ums.

¥k

Why is it, every time I see
some politician talking about the
COVID-19 situation getting better,
while at the same time new records

are set for new cases and deaths,
I think about the town's mayor in
Jaws? He was obviously wrong. He
even died in Jaws 2. Too bad the
Taws series didn’t die then as weli!
Remember Jaws 17: Bob the Guppy
Becomes 2 Telemarketer?
* %

Gov. Pritzker says to all Illinois-
ans, “Stay at home,” yet his family
travels between Ilinois, Florida and
Wisconsin. Mayor Lori Lightfoot
says stay at home yet she gets a
haircut or haircuts because she's all
about hygiene, she says. They both
see Illinoisans out of jobs, Illinoisans
have lost businesses, Dlinoisans can-
not pay bills, but they’re continuing
on with their agenda. Some of the
big box stores are still open and next
election, please remember to vote
these so-called leaders out of cffice.
Thank you.

* b

Do you ever have trouble charging
your cell phone? Sometimes it just
doesn’t charge? Take a needle and
carefully clean out the port on the
phone—I can’t believe what I got cut
of there. I saw this on the internet!

LR x ]

Maybe it’s just me, but I think the
term hero is being overused these
days. .Doctors, nurses and first-re-
sponder, they’re heroes, but the way
the media throws this term around,
everyone who’s working at an essen-
tial business is @ hero. C’mon.

& K

I keep hearing we're all in this to-
gether. Are we? [ don't see Pr:ltzker
or Lightfoot or'a lot of politicians
making many sacrifices, if any. It
seems to me Pritzker and Lightfoot
have been om quite a power trip,
dictating their executive orders
to the rest of us, and shaming or
threatening us if we don’t fall into
line. And Trump is the one who's a
dictator?

Telehealth expansion package passes
lllinois House, heads to Senate

Bills extend telehealth
executive order, ease
application process for
some public insurance

By Ben Orner
GAPITOL NEWS ILLINGIS '

A pair of health care bills expand-
ing telehealth resources during the
COVID-19 pandemic passed the II-
linois House of Representatives on
Saturday-—with one passing the Sen-
ate and the other not being taken up

as lawmakers wrapped up their emer-

gency special session,

Senate Bills 671 and 1864 cleared
the House unanimously on Saturday
evening, 112-0 and 1130, respec-
tively, SB 1864 then passed the Sen-
ate, 30-3, with a trio of Republicans
in dissent. SB 671 did nat come up

for a Senate vote before lawmaukers

adjourned.

The initiatives.respond to health
care needs brought on by the
COVID-19 crisis, chiey the in-
creased need for affordable and ac-
cessible telehealth serviczs as social
distancing guidelines and other re-
strictions ‘have kept peoole in their
homes.

SB 671 extends an executive order
igsued in March by Gov. JB Pritzker
requiring public and private insur-

ers to cover in-petwork tglehealth
ervices as if they had happened in
a doctor’s office. That order also
restricts the fees that insurers can
charge for telchealth.

The bill extends the order’s provi-
sions until the end of the year,

In floor debate Saturday after-
noon, Rep. Mary Flowers, D-Chi-
cago, argued SB 671 should include
langnage giving a patient the option
to be seen in persom, such as in an
emergency room, if he or she feels it
is medically neccssary.

House sponsor Rep. Deb Conroy,
D-Villa Park, said that in Phase 3 of
Ilinois” reopening plan—expected
to take effect Priday—many doctor's
offices are likely to reopen to in-per-
201N care.

An earlier version of SB 1864 had
similar language until lawmakers
removed it Saturday evening that
would have reguired health insurers
to cover the costs of all in-network
telehealth - services during the pan-
demic. Those services would also
have been exempt in most cases from *
cost-sharing measures like copay-
ments or deductibles. )

That provision was opposed by
insurance and anti-abortion interests.

Additional language also removed
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Award winners

The members 6f Willowbrook’s Class of 2020 to recelve senior ath-
letic awards from the school's booster club included Alessio Balia-
glla (ieft) and Jullanna Paulsen (right). Battaglta and Paulsen were

this year's two recipients of the John Hamann Memorial Scholarship. -

Hamann was Willowbrook's boys basketball coach from 1972-85, He
coached the Watriors' boys golf team from 1970 to 2004. Paulsen
was a member of the Warrlors’ glrls golf and soccer teams. She plans
1o attend Concordia Unlversity Chicago, where she will major In
sports management and continue her soccer career. Batiaglla,.who
played foothall and baseball for Willowbrook, also received the Su-
st Jurkonis Memorial Scholarship, as well as the Villa Park Warriors
YVouth Football and Cheer Schofarship. The Susan Jurkonis Scholar-
ship is named after 1984 Willowbrook graduate Susan Jurkonls, who
passed away at age 22 after battling a braln tumor. The scholarship
in her name, which was established In 1999, recognizes student-ath-
ietes for thelr leadership, commitmeént, posltive attitude, academic
dedicatlon, competitive focus, respect for averyone and strong inner

drive. Battaglia and three other Willowbrook seniors—Emy Hayes. .

Glanna Irien and Sam Tumilty—received the Susan Jurkonis Memo-
tal Scholarship this year. :

Crossword Puzzle Answers
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Seniors honored
The Willowbrook High School Athletlc Booster Club wasn't able to hold it traditional senior athl

hanquet this year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The booster club conducted Its 61 annual ser
athletic banquet virtually, This year’s celsbration was released online last week. Shortly before the
tual eceremony, Willowbroaok athletic director Brandon Murphy and.other Warrior supporters visited
homes of the honored senior athletes to present. this year's sanlor athletic scholarships and awai
Willowbrook's honored student-athletes from its Class of 2020 Included Sam Tumilty (left).and Shan
Knudtson (right). Tumilty, a standout In football, baskeiball and baseball, received the boos,ster clu
Most Outstanding Male Athlete Award. Knudtson, who has excelled as the scitball program’s start
shortstop since her sophomore season, was recognized with the booster club’s Most Qutstanding
male Athlete Award. To be considered for the two awards, students needed to hold an academic rank
within the top third of iheir class. Tumilty ang Knudtson are both residents of Villa Park. Tumilty +
attend Augustana College, where he will play football and baseball. Knudison will attend indiana L
versity in Bloomingion. p

Special senior
The Willowbrook seniors
recognized during last week's
virtual booster club senior
athletlc banquet included
Payton Ceh, who is pictured
with Willgwbrook Athletie
Booster Club President Ed
Dowling. Ceh, a four-year varsit
starter on the girls volleyball
- team, was one of six seniors to
" receive an Athletic. Booster Clut
. Scholarship of $1,000. Ceh also
" recalved the Helen Carpenter
Most Valuabie Female Athlete
* 4 Award. That award; which is
- named -after Willowbrook’s Tirst
bopster club president, has
been.presepted annuaily since
1860. Cah, who played the liberc
position for the Warriors’ girls
volleyball team, was a captain
! for threo seasons. Btie was
. nained the program’s Most
"} Valuable Player after three of
* ‘her four varsity seasons. Ceh Is
ihe Waurriors’ all-time leader In
digs {1,256} and aces (184). She
wifl continue her academic and
1° athletic.pursults at Eimhurst .
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Youing Women in Puklic Afiairs

Kelsey Fitzgerald was awarded
a Young Woman in Public Affairs
Scholarship from the Zonta Club of
Oak Brock.
. Fitzgerald is a 2020 graduate
from Willowbrook High Scheol.
She shared her plans by saying, “I
am interested in global and interna-
tional studies as well as political sci-
ence and journalism. ... My future

goal is to be either a diplomat for the.

United Nations or an international
journalist.”

Kelsey is in the top 10 percent’

of her graduating class and plans to
study international and global siud-
ies at Loyola University in the fall.
She was involved in many extracur-
ficular activities including captain
of her soccer teamn and co-captain of
the varsity swim team.

Upon jolning Civitas at Willow-
brook High School, she worked to
raise funds for UNICEF. As an ac-

. \
i \\ i
N /¢
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Kelsey Fitzgerald

tive community volonteer, Kelsey
has volunteered - for One Small
Voice 5K Run, supported local area

School districts will continue to proilide
free meals to students this summer

Five days' worth of food to be provided each Tuesday from 10 2.m.
to noon at two Yilla Park schoofs; the next distribition is June 9

District 88 is codtinuing its on-
going partnership with District 45,
Salt Creek School District 48, Ad-
dison School District 4, Arbor Man-
agement, Chariwells and Cottage
Hill Operating Company to provide
meals to students this summer. The
same organizations provided meals
to students for the last two menths,
while school buildings were closed
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The fiod service program pro-

vides meals free of charge to alk res-
idents up to the age of 18. Five days
waorth of food will be provided each
Tuesday through August. |

The next distribution of five days’
worth of food will be provided from
10 a.m. to noon on Tuesday, June 9.
The area distribution sites include
two Villa Park. schools: Willowbrook
High School, 1250 5. Ardmore Ave.;
and Jefferson Middle School, 255 W.
Vermont St.

Scholarship awarded io Willowbrook graduate

food drives, packed food for Feed
My Starving Children, and joined
the fight against Leukemia by par-
ticipating aneually in St. Baldrick’s
events o help fund childhood can-
cer research,

The goals of the Young Women in
Public Affairs (YWPA) Award Pro-
gram is to encourage more young
women to participate in public af-
fairs by recognizing a young wom-
an's commitment to the volunteer

% sector, evidence of volunteer leader-

-ship achievements and a dedication
to the advancement-of the status of

'l

| |
| ;
|
|
|

women,

Fitzgerald received an award of
$1,000 from the Zonta Club of Oak
Brook. Her application has been
forwarded to Zonta International
District 6 (comprised of 22 clubs in
Tllingis, Wisconsin and Indiana) for
the next YWPA section of ‘a higher
level.

"The Zenta Club of Oak Brook is
part of Zonta International which
has 29,000 members in 63 countries.
Zonta International was founded in
1919 and ‘is headquartered in Oak
Brook. It is a global organization of

L

Ly ::E_ ..,-;_..y?

executives end professionals’ wc
ing together to advance the statu
women worldwide through sen
and advocacy.

- More information about Z¢
International can be found at w»
zonta.org. The Zonta Club of {
Brock was founded in 2011
meets on the third Tuesday of &
month, T

Information about club meml
ship and activities can be found
the club Facebook page and w
page  htip://zontadistricté.org/c
brookf.

i e
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Students receive art scholarships

The District 88 Board of Education recéntly named six studenis—three
School and three from Willowbrook High School—as recipients of the

the 2019-20 schoal year. The board named the recliplents during Its

virtually because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The thres recipients
Jessica Franco (above center) and Lizzie

zie Bay (above left},

be displayed in the Disirict 88 Boardroom durl

from Addison Trail k
pistrict 88 Art Scholarship

May 11 meeting, which was |

from Willowbrook are senlors Mal
McBride {above right). Their arl_work
ing the 2020-21 school year. The district established

scholarshlps 1o recognize oulstanding art students at Addison Trall and Willowbrook.

Mendoza unequivocal: No raises for lavwmakers
Legislative back-and-forth shows complexity of state lawmaker pay law

By Jerry Nowicki
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The complexities of Minois’ legisla-
tor pay laws were on display again this
week as the state’s comptroller insisted

in a video messape that there will be no -

raises for lawmakers this year.

Comptroller Susana Mendoza, a
Democrat and the state’s chief fiscal
officer, enaphatically said in a coe-min-
ute YouTube video there would be
“zero™ raises for lawmakers despite
claims to the contrary.

“By law, there is a (cost of living
adjustment) in the budget every year,”
Mendoza said in the video. “But this
year, the General Assembly voted to
make the COLA zero, and I'm glad
because it's the right thing o do, espe-
cially in the"COVID-19 crisis that has
really hit our state budget hard,”

Mendoza should know, she said
in the video, because she writes the
checks in Illincis, and money not ap-
propriated by the General Assembly
cannot be spent. Sen, Andy Manar,
D-Bunker Hill, said the same on the
Senate floor, noting lawmakers inten-
tionally appropriated zero dollars for
raises this year. '

 Republicans, however, issued news
releases. and spoke on the floor May
23 claiming the budget included the
automatic raises. The state GOP as-
seated on Twitter that one lawsuit from
a “safe, entrenched legislator” could
force the payment of the raises which

the comptroller has unequivocally de-
nied she will pay.

While Mendoza made clear there
will be no raises this year, the exchang-
es highlighted the fact that an ongoing
legal challenge leaves much uncertain
in terms of whether legislators can hait
their own pay raises legatly.

At the crux of the issue is a section
in the state Constitution and an Wincis
law- dating back to 1990 which pro-
vides for antorhatic COLA increases
of roughly 2 percent to 3 percent ev-

. ery year unltess.Jawmakers act to stop

them. In fiscal Year 2009 and thereaf-
ter, lawmakers routinely did just that
by Including langhage im a budget
implerentation bill prohibiting the
COLAS.

Lawmakers did not include that
language in a budget approved last
May, -which allowed for a roughly 2.4
percent raise to lawmaker base pay for
the first time since 2008, bringing it to
$69,464 annually, not inclading sti-
pends for Jegislative leaders and com-
mittee chairs and spokespersons.

This year, according t¢ Mendoza
and Manar, lawmakers went back to
denying themselves a raise by specif-
ically appropriating no mongy to pay
for it. That approach is different than
in years past, when lawmakets passed
language prohibiting cost of living
adjustments. The new approach was
in large part & response Lo an ongoing
lawsuit which deemed the previous

method unconstitntional. '

“We wanted to say in a very clear
voice that we do not want the COLAs
funded,” Manar said in a phone call.
“There's multiple places in a state bud-
get where a COLA could be funded.
And we took care of all of those things,
And the final piece of that was putting
azero next to it, which is, I think, crys-
tal clear what its intention is.”

The lawsuit in question was filed
agamst Mendoza by former Senators
James ‘Claybome aod Michael No-
fand, both Democrats, who claim it
was unconstitutional for lawmakers to
deny themselves pay in each of those
years because the state’s Constitution
states “A member shall receive a sala-
ry and allowances as provided by law,
but changes in the salary of a member
shall not take effect during the term for
which he has been elected.”

According 1o a 2019 “Preface to
Lawmaking” publication of the state’s
Legislative Research Unit, legislator
pay was set by law until 1984, when
the Compensation Review Act was en-
acted providing that a Compensation
Review Board would make salary rec-
ommendations that woukd take effect
automatically uwnless both houses of
the General Assembly disapproved of
them within 30 days.

The Board’s 1990 recommendation’
provided for salaries to be adjusted for
inflation each year thereafler, using
the federal government’s Employment

Cost Index. While the Compensation
Review Board was abolished in 2009,
it was established that the 1990 plan—-
including automatic COLAs—would
continue to be law going forward. -

But because the COLA freezes
since 2009 took place mid-term for
most lawmakers, they violate the Con-
stitution, according to Noland and
Clayborne, and the former lawmakers
claim they are due back pay for the

“Contrary to statements that have
been made in the press, the comptroller
can—and in fact is obligated to—make
these payments regardiess of whether
the General Assembly has specificaily
appropriated money for this purpose,”
Michael Scotti ITI, the attorney for the
former lawmakers, wrote in a letter o
the comptroller last year.

A Cook County judge ruled in
their favor last year, but the state has
appealed the decision and neither law-
maker has received back pay. That
case Is likely to be appealed and chal-
lenged for years to come, according to

‘the comptroller’s office.

“I'm not going to predict what a
cowt says,” Manar said, “... But we're
not going to cede our authority as ap-

propriators to an vnnamed judge in a

¢ase that hasn't even been filed.”

After last year's raise went through,
one first-term Republican senator filed
a bill which he believes will a.bol.ish
automatic COLAs without running

afoul of the constitution.

Sen. Craig Wilcox, R-McH

‘gaid the latest exchange on lawm
pay cause a rush of bipartisan suf
for a bill he has had sitting in the
ate’s Assignments Committes ¢
February. :
His Senate Bill 3607 would
cost of living adjustments startic
2023—ithe year after each of the st
lawinakers is scheduled 16 stanc
reclection,

The date is important, he said
cause it will be an action impleme
after all lawmakers start a new !
Wilcox said he pumsued the m
rather than taking part in the polit:
tion of the COLA. conversation.

“The point is this kind of ne;
the reason for Dems and Repubi
fighting about words,” he said
phone call. "Tt fixes the issue cor:
tionally going forward.”

Sen. Suzy Glowiak Hilton, D-3
ern Springs, is a co-sponsor on
measure. She said she was givena
ances by budgeteers that there w
be no raises in the budget, whit
why she supported it. She also sai
hoped Wilcox's measure or some!
like it wonld pass whien lawmaket
turn for fall veto session in Nover
or later.

“Our budgeteers were very cle
that,” she said. “And that's why
didun’t appropriate anything to the
es on the line item.”



