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Willowbrook foctball coach speaks to Warriors’ Class of 2020

STAFF REPORT

school buildings throughout Nlinois
since the middle of March. Gov. JB

Nick Hildreth delivered a recent mes-

ear’s senior class regarding th
sage (o the school's Class of 2020, &  Rnel e

COVID-19 pandemic that has closed

Pritzier recently announced that all
K-12 schools in the state would re-
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Rescurce Corner

Call4Calm
The llingis Department of Hl.man Services' Mental Health Division has launched CallaCalm, 2 iree emotional support text line for lliincis residents
experiencing stress and mertal health Issues related to COVID-19.,

Individuals who woukd like % speak with a mental health professional can text “TALK" to 5-5-2-0-2-0, er for Spanish, “HABLAR" lo the same

number: 5-5-2-0-2-0. Individuals can also text with key werds such as “llnuuplnyncm" or “food” or "nl-ltnr" and will receive information on how to

navigate and access suppart and services.

The DuPage County Crisis Hotline 630-627-1700 s avallable 24 hours a day, 7 days a weak, 365 days per year

DaPage County Health Department - hitps://www.dupagehealth.org/é18-COVID-19-Malntalning-Your-Memtal-Heatth

National Alliance on Mental llinass - DuPage hitp:/fnamidupage.org

The National Alllance on Mental llingss (NAM1} offers suppart groups and other resources for individuals who may need help deallng with a mental health
cornidition, Residents are encouraged to call our local NAMI chapter at 630-752-0066 to learn about what resources are avallable during the COVID-19
crisis.

dy Forum hitps:/ U, orgiresounces!
The Kennedy Forum [s wurklng toward Iasﬂng change in the way mental heatth
and substance use disorders are ireated in our health care system.

Help is Here. .
1-833-2-FIND-HELP (1-833 -234.6343)

Suicide Prevention Hotline (300} 273-8255 Feod ! Medical

We know how much of a struggle it is right now for everyone to maintaln good RN
mental health. Our frontline workers are dealing with this exponentialty: We need Shelter { Recovery Fll |
10 be able to talk about 1t, feel 1, and ask others how they are feeling. - — T

Domestic Violance Hotline (800) 273-8255

Al calls are free and confidential, “elpn Home
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No one is alone, we're all in this fogether.
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main closed for the rest of the 2019-
20 school year.

“Class of 2020—you’ve often
heard me say you get what you de~
serve,” said Hildreth in his message
to Willowbrook seniors. “You do not
deserve this end to your high school
careet. You deserve prom, awards
cersmonies, graduation; but there’s
no class more equipped to handle this
situation than you.”

Willowbrook’s Class of 2020,

which includes nearly 500 students,

.was supposed. to celebrate its com-
mencement in the school's main’
gymnasinm on May 17. That ser-
vice has been canceled because of
the pandemic. District 88 will hold a
virtnal ceremony for Willowbrook’s
senior class on May 17, The district
is exploring the possibility of holding
an in-person graduation cerernony at
a later date.

‘Willowbrook was supposed to
hold its 2020 prom on April 17, at
the Museum of Science and Industry
in Chicago. That event was canceled
because of the pandemic.

“You've consistently maximized
each and every opportunity by fight-
ing human nature, and it has been
amazing to witness, and just be a part
of,” continued Hildreth in his recent
message, which he released on Twit-
ter. “I cannot put into words what
you've meant to me, our communi-
ty, our school, our football program.
So these last few weeks of your high
school career, you're going to hear
from alumni and community mem-
bers on just what you meant to them.”

Hildreth guided the Willowbrook
foothall team to an 11-2 record
during the memorable 2019 season.
The Warriors went 8-i during the
reguiar season. They posted a perfect
6-0 West Suburban Gold Conference
record to win the conference title for
the third straight year. Willowbrook

is undefeated in conference play in

each of the Jast three seasons. *

The Warriors won three playoff
games to advance to the THSA Class
7A semifinals, Willowbrook's 2019
season ended with a semifinal loss to
Mt. Carmel—ihe eventual Class TA
state champion.

“We look forward to everything
you are going to accomplish after

Hildreth, a Willlowbrook graduate, thanks and encourages seniors, who aren't getting sendoff they deserve

Hildreth, who graduated from
Willowbraok head football coach  Willowbrook in 2000, spoke to this
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Wiltowbrook head football
coach Nick Hildreth issued a
recent message to the school's
Class of 2020. “You do not de-
serve this end to your high
school career,” sald Hildreth, re-
ferring to the unprecedented sii-
uation caused by the COVID-19
pandemic. Willowbrook has
been closed to on-site instruc-
tion since the end of classes
on March 13. Since then, all
school activities, Including the
commencement service of May
17, have been canceled. Willow-
brook may hold an In-person
graduation ceremony for the
Class of 2020 at a later date. The
school will hold a virtual service
for this year's graduating class
on May 17. Hildreth coached the
Willowbrook football team to an
11-2 record and a berth in the
IHSA Class 7A semifinals during
the 2019 season. The Warriors
went 6-0 in West Suburban Gold
Conference play to win the con-
ference title for the third stralght
season. The Willowbrook football
program has posted perfect 6-0
conference records In each of
the last three seasons.

your career has ended here at Wil-
lowbrook High Scheol,” said Hil-
dreth near the conclusmn of his mes-
sage to the school’s Class of 2020.
He completed his remarks with a
mantra frequently used by the War-
riors' football program.

“Maintain the culture,” said Hil-
dreth.
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Playmg at the next level

| Herron announced -last week

Jetic and academic careers at

‘ence standings with thelr re-

Willowbrook senior K Aliyha
that she will continue her ath-

Concordla University Chicago.
A standout for Willowbrook’s
girls basketball team, Herron
was named to the 2019-20 West
Suburban Gold Conference’s
all-conference team. The War-
rlors finished second in the
West Suburban Gold Confer-

cord of 9-3. Willowbrook turned
In an overall record of 15-14.
Herron set a new program re-
cord of steals In a season by
making 150 steals during her
senior campaign. She complet-
ed her Willgwbrook carsor with
a program-leading 253 steals.
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Conroy highiights expansion of pavment relief for student loan borrowers

State Rep. Deb Conrey, D-Villa
Park, is informing residents of ex-
panded student loan relief available
to residents struggling to make their
loan payments dve to the financial
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

"Families in our community are
facing financial wuncertainty and
economic hardship as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and we have
to de everything we can to relieve
this burden for famijlies who are just
trying to get by,” said Conroy.

"“During these difficult times of
financial uncertainty, even a little re-
lief can go a long way,” said Conroy.
“Families are readjusting their bud-
gets and figuring out how to make
ends meet as unemployment rises
and the economic future looks 1o be
uncertain. This student loan relief
can help many families free np some

School districts
coritinue to
provide free meals
1o students while
school buildings
are ciosed
Fiva days worth of
food to be provid=d
esich Tussday from
10 a.m. to noon; naxt
disiribution is May 12

Duatrict 8% 1x purteerins, with
Duatsct 45 Salt Creok School
Dshict 48, Adasen School
Livinct 4, Arter Manegement,
Cirartsvells and Cotipoe Holl
Cperarig Company to provide
reals vy snadonts while school
budiugs e closed becaass of
e COVID-19 pandonic,

The tood Tv:;.e p;osm:n
pruides meals free of charge
to gll wesdents up to the Bge
uf 18,

Begmming un April 7,
tve days worth of food (five
breakfasts end five luaches)
ware dretnbericd Frve days
worth vt foud #4 be prosued
gach Toasday whils school
buldmgs ate chised to-onsute
learmug

The pext disunbudion of
five dys worth of foud wifl be.
provided from 10 a m. to 100t
oo Tucadey. Mas 12

The arzy distribution sites
inctude four Villa Park schocls
and 1w Lombard schopls The
Vilt: Park sohodls are

« Wiisowbroe’s Hugh School,
1250 S Ardmore Ave

1ght Muldle Sebecl
11108 vifla Ave

* Aidiawe Elenentary
Sehool, 225 & Harvaed Ave

» Jofterson Middle Schoal,
255 W, Yerreord Ne

The Lombaed rhnwinae:

¢ Sisvenson Bleiacdary
Schoa] 18W 131 15 8L

extra room in their budgets so that
they can ensire the mortgage is paid,
their children are cared for, and there
is food on the table.”

The federal CARES Act provided
relief for individuals with govern-
ment-owned federal loans by sus-
pending monthly payments, interest
and involuntary collection activity
until Sept. 30.

The state’s action last week in co-
operation with 20 smadent loan set-

Hnow the sympitoms of COVID-1

By now, you’ve heard the advice.

Stay home. Social distance. Sneeze
with a tissue or congh into your clbow.
‘Wash your hands. But how can you
tefl if that cough or sneeze is some-
thing to get checked out?

In short, if you have symptoms of
coronavirus, your best bet is to call
your physician’s office. Symptoms
of coronavirus are often mild, but in
some cases can become serious and
life-threatening,

The more typical symptoms of
COVID-19 include fever, congh and
shortness of breath.

When you talk to a medical profes-
sional, you may be asked whether you
have been in close contact with anyone
who tested pesitive for COVID-19 or
if you have any vnderlying health con-
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DNlinois Secretary of State Jesse
‘White announced on March 26 that
the U.5, Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) has extended the
federal REAL ID deadline an addi-
tional year to Oct. 1, 2021,

DHS cited the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the impact the virus is
having on the general poblic and
driver’s license and ID card-issuing
agencies nationwide. Earlier this
month, White, along with other state
and business leaders from around
the country, called on DHS to ex-
tend the REAL ID deadline.

viceérs will prant similar protections
to over 138,000 Illinoisans with pri-
vately held stndent loans. Those pro-
tections may include a minimum of
90 days of forbearance, waiving late
payment fecs, ensuring that borrow-
ers are not subject to negative credit
reporting, ceasing debt collection
lawsuits for 90 days, and working
with borrowers to ensure enrcliment
in existing programs such as in-
come-based repayment plans.

ditions,

Those with underlying heatth con-
ditions such as heart disease, diabe-
les, immunosuppression, cancer, lung
disease or kidney disease are more at
risk for complications from the virus,
Adults over age 60 are also at higher
risk.

If you have mild symptoms, your
doctor likely will ask you to stay home
and recover. If you experience any of
the following symptoms, you should
segk emergency treatment:

« Difficulty breathing

* A persisteni pain or pressure in
your chest

= Bluish lips or face

» New confusion or inability to

arouse
I you call 9-1-1, let them know you
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Current Ilinois driver’s Heens-
es or ID cards will continue to be
accepted at airports, military bases
and secure federal facilities until
Qet, 1, 2021, Once Driver Services
facilitics reopen, White is suggest-
ing that people who want a REAL
ID wait until their current driver’s
license or IDy card is about to expire
before visiting a facility to apply for
aREALID,

For those whose driver’s license
or ID card expires after Oct. 1,
2021, and want a REAL ID, they
can use their valid U.S. passport or

Consumers should contact their
setrvicers directly to learn more about
the relief options available to them.

-Borrowers may visit the Depart-
ment of Education’s National Stu-
dent Loan Daia System website at
nslds.ed gov or call the Depariment
of Education’s Federal Student Aid
Information Center at 1-800-433-
3243 or 1-800-730-8913 (TDD) to
determine the types of federal loans
they hold and who the servicers are.

may have symptoms of COVID-19 so
they can take the pecessary precau-
tions.

Daily testing is available for pa-
tients with a physician’s order for a
COVID-19 test. At Edward Hospital
in' Naperville and Elmhurst Hospital,
COVID-19 patients and those sas-
pected of having the virus are placed
in negative-pressure isolation rooms
with a separate airflow system to con-
tain airborne contaminants. .

The hospitals have teams dedicat-
ed to help care for the patients, which
includes regnlarly checking vitals and
continuous monitoring of the heart
(throngh telemetry) and oxygen lev-
els, Staff also take extra precantions
and make vse of personal protective
equipment, including gowns, gloves,

-
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other TSA-acceptable documents to
, fly domestically until they must re-
new their current card.

“The decision to extend the
REAL ID deadline to Oct. 1, 2021 -
a year past the old deadline - is the
proper and necessary action during
this time of uncertainty and crisis,”
said White. “I nrge Illinoisans with
valid driver's licenses and ID cards
not to rush to our facilities to obtain
a REAL ID once they reopen.”

As a reminder, in responsc to
the COVID-19 pendemic, White
closed all offices, including Driver

fe‘:i\
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Berrowers with privaie student loans
can check the contact information on
their monthly billing statements.

“I am committed to working with
the state’s leaders to help IBinoisans
get through this unprecedented pub-
Jic health and economic crisis,” said
Conroy.

“I encourage any resident with
student loan debt to take the time to
understand what assistance might be
available to them.”
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surgical masks and protective eye-
wear.

Though visitors are not allowed,
COVID-19 patients can remain in
contact with loved through phone
calls and video chats. It's recommend-
ed that one person in the family act as
the contact person to get updates from
the nursing staff about their loved one.
This will help get the information o
all family members while fresing up
the nursing staff to care for all patients.

Use Edward-Elmburst Health's
online symptom checker at www.ee-
health.org/coronavirus/screening-op-
tions. )

et the latest inforination on what
Edward-Elmhurst Health is doing
gbout coronavirus at https:/iwww.ee-
health.orgfcoronavirus.

"

1 209%
Witrae:
Services facilities statewide to the
public, through April 7, due to the
health and safety recommendations
by experts endorsing social distanc-
ing efforts to minimize transmission
of the virus. Many other states have
followed with similar actions.

White is reminding residents that
many transactions with the Secre-
tary of State’s Office may be con-
ducted online at www.cyberdriveil-
linois.com. Some Secretary of State
employees continue working to pro-
cess these transactions as efficiently
as possible.

Second state lawmakier files suit against Pritzker siay-at-home order

Cabello’s case
seeks relief for all

lllinois residents

By Rebecca Anzel
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A second Republican state repre-
sentative on April 29 filed a lawsuit
against Gov. JB Pritzker alleging he
overstepped his authority in ordering
Tlincisans to stay at home to prevent
the spread of the novel coronavirus.

The outcome of Machesney Park
Rep. Jehn Cabello’s case could affect
all state residents, as Cabelio filed the
suit in Winnebago County on behalf of
himself and “all citizens of the siate of
Mlinois similarly sitaated.”

Mlinoisans’ right to “free move-
ment”™—to leave their bomes and shop
at a local business, for examy
“arbitrarily stripped away from them™
by Pritzker’s implementation of the
stay-at-home restriction, Cabello al-

leges.

That order, ‘initially instinted on
March 20 and extended through the
end of May, “could continue into per-
petuity as (Pritzker) solely determines,
all without due process of law,” ac-
cording to the court filing,

“No one has that authority—mno-
body, not the governor, not the presi-
dent,” Cabello’s attorney, Thomas De-
Vore, said in a phone interview. *“That
is the stuff of kings centuries ago. It is’
unconstitutional.”

DeVore is also representing Rep.
Datren Bailey, a Republican from
Xenia, in a similar case. On April 27,
a Clay County Circuit Court juidge
ruled in favor of Bailey and released
him from the governor’s stay-at-home
orders. ) .

Cabello’s case differs from Bailey’s
in that it alleges the Hlinois Depart-

" ment of Public Health has “supreme

autherity” to closs businesses and put
residents noder quarantine or isolation.
According to the stamte creating the

department, officials must either have
an Ilincisan’s consent when doing so,
or obtain a court order. The burden of
proof is great--among other things,
the department would need to prove to
a judge that the community’s health is
“significantly endangered™ by the per-
s0n it wants to quarantine.

DeVare said the procedure outlined
by that statute is “the law of the land”
and what should be governing apy
quarantines.

“. Pritzker has perverted the emer-
gency provisions of the (Iinois Emer-
gency Management Act) in an effort
to 1p the sacred responsibility of the
heaith and lives of the people away
from where the Legislature placed i,
being local control of county health
departments of the (Hkncis Depart-
ment of Public Heslth), and in doing
0 he took complete control of the free
movement of every citizen within the
state of Ilinois,” acecrding to the law-
suit.

“Bven if well intemtioned by Pritz-

ker, his actions as governor have left
every citizen of this state completely
devoid of any procedural dve process
rights to protect their liberty” the docu-
ment continues.

In the court filing, DeVore also
takes issne with the governor's disaster
proclamations including a 30-day “ar-
bitrarily placed™ time frame.

The Dlinois Bmergency Manage-
ment Act specifies a governor has
emergency authority during a disaster
for 30 days, but DeVore said it does not
specify that a disaster must include an
end date,

He said he believes Pritzker does not
have the authority to issue successive
disaster proclamations, and he sug-
gested the Legislature should use lhos.e
30 days to determine what actions it
should take to protect public health.

“They’re playing games with this
type of language,” DeVore said. “The
govemor's people should appreciate
there’s a lot of smart people in this state
who can see this for what it's worth.”



