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District 88 has |oined School District 45, Salt Creek School District 48 and Ad-
dison School District 4 te piovitis meals 1o students while schoul builldings are
closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Volunteers have distributed thousands
of meals—frae of charge—to all resldonts up to the age of 18.The distributions bs-
gan on March 17, On-Friday, March 27, tha iast day before spring break [March 37 to
" Aprll 3], volunteers gave out six breakfasts and six lunches ‘per chiid to last for the

following slx weskdays, The weekly bulk meal distribution will reatnne on Tuesday,
Aprll 7, From 16 a.m. to noon on Aprl 7, participants will recelve five days’ worth
“of breakiast and lunch meals. The meals will be distributed at multiple schoals, in-

iy GHRIS FOX PHOTC Vit Park Rsvlew_
cluding four Villa Park schools—Willowbrook High School {1250 S. Ardmore Ave.),
Albright Middle Schoul {1110 S, Viila'Ave.), Ardmore Elemeniary School (225 S.
Harvard Ave.) and Jeffersor: Middle School (255 W, ¥ermont St.). Voluntears (leit 1o
Tight} pictured during Friday's distributions at Albright Middle School are: Charlene |
Thunberg of Cottage Hill Operating Company, Jackle Skinner, District 88 School
Board member Amy Finnegan, District 88 Sehool Board mermber Dan OIaol:n, Libby
Sshby and Angela Trexlor—school secretary at Salt Creek School District 48's Stella
May Swartz Elementary School. .
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Viillage board axtends staie of emergency in Vilia Park
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STAFF AEPORT

The Villa Park Village Board held
a special meeting on Monday, March
23, to extend the village's state of
emergency during the COVID-19
pandemic,

Villa Park Village President Al-
bert Bulthuis initinlly declared a state
of emergency in the village on March
16, That declaration lasted seven
days, up vntil the day of the special
meeting on March 23. Board mem-
bers voted 7-0 at the March 23 meet-
ing to extend the declaration untl the
next village board meeting, which is
scheduled for April 13.

The ordinance approved by the
village board last week anthorizes
Bulthuis to “exercise extraordinary
power and authority, by executive
order, during this state of dikaster/
emergency (o ensure that the effects
of COVED-19 are mitigated and min-
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imized, and that residents and wvis-
itors in the village remain safe and
séewe,”

Trustée Kevin Pawrick participat-
ed in last week's special meeting via
telephone., The other six board mem-
bers and the staff members who at-
tended the meeting adhered to social
distancing guidelines by not sitting in
adjacent séats,

“! would like to thank our resi-
dents and ounr businesses, for how
they are handling this' disruption in
your lives and in your livelibood,”
said Bulthuis in remarks he delivered
at last week's meeting. Bulthuis en-
couraged residents to patronize local
restaurants that are open for pickup
and deliveries.

“1 would also like to thank our
first-responders,” added Bulthuis.
“As we are slaying inside, they are
out on the streets.”

The village extended its state of
emergency declaration shortly after
Gov. B Pritzker issued the stay-at-
home order, which went into effect
at 5 p.m. on March 21. The gover-
nor’s order currently extends through
Tuesday, April 7.

Bulthuis noted that he and village

staff members have been in contin-
uows contact with their counterparts
in neighboring communities, The vil-
lage is also receiving regular updates
from the DuPage County Heafth De-
partmient, the Illinois Department of
Public Health and Gov, Pritzker's
office.

In the initial March 16 declara-
tion of a state of emiergency in the
village, Bulthuis directed Village

Rich Keehner to close all
village-owned buildings to the pub-~
lic, and to cancel all village board
and commission meetings until the
end of April. At the special meeting,
however, Bulthuis said he was hope-
ful that the village board would be
able to hold its board meeting that’s
scheduled for April 13,

Keehner read a message, appar-

Bulthuis stated that the environ-
ment is changing every day, and that
the village’s emergency declaration
would allow a potential purchase
of goods or equipment that may be ..
needed. The village, he said, may re-
quire emexrgency staffing, such as the
need to bring someene in to sanitize
village buildings.

The declaration also authorizes
the village manager to implement
alternative staffing protocols, pro-
cedures and shifts for the village's
police, fire and public works depart-
ments,

Bulthuis noted that the March 23
declaration would only be good un-
til the next board meeting, If hoard
members feel the emergency powers
are being abused, any three of them
could ask for 8 special board meet-

ently from a village resident, during  ing

the March 23 meeting, The message
stated that the village was already
covered by the povernor's stay-at-
home order and questioned the pur-
pose of the village’s state of emer-
gency. The message also included
a question asking when the powers
granted by the village president’s
declaration would expire.-

That meeting would take place
within 48 hours,

Village attomey Kathleen Field
Orr notel that there are powers pro-
vided in the emergency declaration
that Bulthuis chose not to tike. She
said the village president decided not
to invoke the authority to spend over
the village’s budget.

Changes in Villa Park refuse collection due to COVID-19
All waste must be inside a collection container, or bagged and tied shut

The Village of Villa Park an-
nounced last week that for the safety
of Rey Strom employees and to help
reduce the spread of COVID-19,
Roy Strom—the - village’s refuse
cellector—has implemented-the fol-
lowing changes. The changes are
effective immediately, nntil further
notice. ) g

« Rey Strom will only collect
waste that is inside a collecticn con~

tainer or bagged and tied shut. Loose
waste will not be collected.

* Bulk items that do not fit inside
a contginer, such as loose constmic-
tion material, couches, rmattresses,
etc., will not be collected.

« Recycling will only be collected
inside a container with handles that
can be lifted into the truck.

The village noted that yard-waste
collection began as scheduled on

April 1. Stickers are required for
yard-waste  collection  services.
Yard-waste stckers may be pur-
chased through the village by paying
online at invillapark.square.site/.
Orders will be filled through the
mail. Yard-waste stickers are also
available for purchase at Jobmson's
Lighthouse, the Villa Park Jewel and
other local stores listed on the vil-
lage’s website—invillapark.com.

York Township services are continuing during COVID-19 crisis
York Township Supervisor John Meals on Wheels, food pantry distri- Township is keeping all of its other
W. Valle announced last week that buwtion and senior transportation for offices closed to the public until at

essential township services, such as

essential rides will continue, York

A -y

Food service

District 85 has jolned other arsa school districts to provide meals to students while schooi bulld-
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ings are closed due to the COVID-19 pandsmic. Volunteers have distributed thousands of meals
since March 17. The bulk meal distribution will resume on Tueaday, April 7. Plctured (left 1o right}
during Friday's distributions at Willowbrook High School are: Willowbrook director of deans Julio
Del Real, volumteer {(and 2019 Wlllowbrook graduate) Maurice Brown, Kimbery Mikesall-—a school
counselor at Willowbrook and Hank Chanez—a metnbet of Willowbrook's support staff.

least Tuesday, April 7, due to the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic.

The York Township Food Pantry
is open Monday through Friday, with
new hours—8 to 9 a.m. is reserved
for special necds and senior residents
60 and over. The pantry is open from
9to 11 a.m. for all eligible residents,
with door.side pickup.

Accommodations will be made
for seniors, special-needs and .dis-
abled residemts who cannot make
it to the food panty during regular
hours, Any eligible York Township
resident who needs assistance with
food will be helped.

York Township's caseworkers are
working remotely for pgeneral and
emergency assistance. General in-
quiries will be handled by telephone
or email. Visit yorktwsp.com, or call
630-620-2400 for more information.

The York Township’s Assessor’s
Office has its non-essential staff
working remotely, Staff is continving
to respond to calls and emails. Se-
niors should know that senior freeze
forms will not be mailed out until the

 end of Aptl.

The filing deadline for this form is.
not until Cet. 1, 2020.

The York Township Highway
Department ¢an be reached for con-
struction permit inquiries or other
issues. Call 630-627-2200 for mare
information.
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IHSA executive director provides update regarding high school spring sport

Governing body

considering option of
extending spring season

STAFF REFORT

Ilinois High School Asscciation
{IH5A) Executive Director Craig
Anderson sent an open letter to the
state’s high school administrators
and spring sports coaches last week.
Anderson said the IHSA—which
oversees high schoot athletics in INli-
neis—is considering an extension of
the spring sports scason, which has
been shut down by the COVID-19
pandemic.

“1 know this time continues to be
& challenge for all of us,” said Ander-

son. “T hope this note finds you well.”

On March 12, the IHSA an-
nounced it was canceling its remain-
ing winter siate series posi-season
tournaments, including boys basket-
bali. One day later, Gov. B Pritzker
ordered ail K-12 public and private
achools in Illinois to close until
March 30. That school closure has
since been extended to last through
at least April 7.

None of the area’s high schocl
spring teams are participating in
any practices or competitions while
schools are clesed. The Nllinois State
Superintendent of Schools has stated
that no THSA mernber school should
oIganize any spring sporls practic-

es or games while the state’s high
schooels are closed.

“During the time of mandated clo-
sure, the THSA does not believe it is
necessary or prudent for any number
of stodents to gather for workouts,
regardless of how those students
gather or whether any IHSA rule is
broken by said gathering,” the IHSA
noted in a statement on its website
regarding the COVID-19 pandernic.

The apea's high school spring
sparts teams had begun practicing for
their respective seasons before their

_school buildings closed on March 13.

Only a few spring sports, including
boys pymnastics and boys and girls
water polo, had engaged in any com-
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petitions before Pritzker ordered the
school closure.

- “As the IHSA staff and Board of
Directors contigue to monitor updates
from government offices, as well as
state and local health departmens,
Wwe continue 1o support the possibili-
ty of our member schocls completing
both regular- and post-season spring
spart seasons,” said Anderson. “The
date schools are allowed to retum to
session will determine the length of
the spring sports season and the po-
tential of an IHIS A State Series.”

Several high school spring sports
are scheduled to hold their state se-
ries post-scason competitions in
May. Other sports, like boys valley-
ball, softball and baséball are sched-
uled to end in Fune, The TEHSA Class
3A and 4A statg championship games
in . softball and baseball are both
scheduled for June 13.

‘We will be working with our

events do resume this spring, the
a chance the THSA could resche:
its post-season competitions.

“We are considering an exten
of the spring sports season limita
to provide maore participation op
tunities for students,” said Ander
“This may include movement of
post-season timelines and state
ries.”

Anderson closed his letter 16
ministrators and coaches by pro:
ing 10 keep thein abreast of the 1t
developments.

- “We will continue to provide
dates as mew information is &
able,” said Anderson. “We apprix
your patience and ynderstanding.

The COVID-1% vpdate on
IHSA website notes that ath’
competitions may not necessarily
sume when school buildings rec
to regular classes.

“It is important to remember
is an dented situation

Sports Medicine Advisory C t-
tee (SMAC) to determine the need
for an acclimatization period in ad-
vance of competition once school re-
sumes,” stated Anderson. “No time-
line has been set at this time.”

¥ regular classes and athletic

will remain fivid,” noted the up
at hsa.org.

“It is possible, for example,
schools- may reopen at some pr
but that other gatherings (like spc
may remain limited.”

Villa Park resident earns all-stat:
recognition at Montini Catholic
=

Sophaomere
na

Thomas (No.
22) of Montint
Cathollc
High Schaoal
in Lombard
was recently
named to the |
{liinols Basketball Conches
Assoclation (JBCA) Class 3A
Gitls All-State Second Team
tor the 2018-20 season, A Villa
Park resident, Thomas helped
the Broncos to a third-place
tinish in the IHSA Class 3A
gitls basketball tournament,
which ended last month.
Montini defeated Springfletd's
Lanplijer High School 55-45
in the Class 3A third-place
gama, which took place at
Redbird Arena In Normal
on March 7. The Broncos
finlshed the season with an
overali record of 33-5. Thomas
averaged 8.6 points and 4.7
rebounds per game durlng the
season. She converied nearly
62 percent of her shots from
the fleld, connecting on 110
of 178 attempts. Th also

i

provided 71 steals, 52 asslsta
and 18 blocked shots. Thomas
and two of har teammates—

GHAIS FOX FILE PHOTOISUBMITTED P
Flock Vilay Publ.

senlor Sydney Prochaska and sophomore Taylor Charles—receh
Girls Catholle Athletic Conference (GCAC) All-Conference status
for the 2019-20 season. The Broncos won the GCAGC Red Divislor
chaimpionship during the regular season.
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Relay for
Life event
raises almos
$90,000

About 500 students from
Willowbrook High School ar
Addison Trail High School
toak part in the 10 annual
Relay for Lifs of District 88
Youth fundraiser {ast month
The students from the two
District 88 schools. spent
the night of March 7in
Willowbrook’s field house
during the fundralser, which
| . ralged nearly $80,000 for the

American Cancer Soclaly.
Before the event, students
formed fundralsing teams.
A team of Willowbrook
'sophomares—it's Po22ible—
ralsed the third-moat money
of all the teams. The student
trom the Class of 2022 ralse
over $15,500, The Willowbro
sophomores on the It's
Po22ible team included (left
to right) Amelia Gesick and
Madison Orlowsaki.
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Previewing area boys track and field teams

By JOSHUA WELGE
Iwelge@shawmedia.com

The boys track season 1s on hold, but
we're still previewing area teams, Here
are previews of Glenbard East, Glen-
‘bard West, 8t. Francis, Montini, Whea-
ton Academy, Willowbrook and York,

Glenbard East Rams

Coach: Daniel Greco

Top athletes: Aidan Thms, er.,
1,600/8,200 relay; Nipel Neibel, sr.,
800/3,200 relay; Andrew Bylsma, ar.,
1,600/8,200 relay; Tyrese Buffkin, so.,
high jiiiiv; Roy Ebersold, sr., 400/1,600
relay; Zach Panozzo, Br., sprints/
sprints relays; Deion Manley, so.,
400/1,800 relay; Patrick Richmond, &r.,
sprints/sprint relays

Outlool: Thins, Nelbel and Bylsma
led Glenbard East to an Upstate Eight
Conference cress country champion-
ship last fall. “The competitive drive
has been off the charts so far this sea-
son,” Greco said, Based on the Rams'
few indoor meets, the strength of the
team appears to be distance events
The 3,200 relay took third at the Maine
East Invite. In its final meet, the relay
ran its seasen-best Hima by 25 seconds.
Thms is looking to get his 1,600 1me
under 4;3), which 1s wheve he finished
last season. The Rams' sprinting group
has made progress. Led by Eberscld,
the 1,600 relay also has taken big stepa.

Glenhard West Hilltoppers

Coacle Jonathan Schweighardt

Top athletes: Oscar Berrunm, sr.,
sprints/long jump; Sean Hopkins, jr.,
long jump/triple jump/sprints; Pierce
Cousins, jr., 3,200/1,600; Willlam
Hohe, jr., 3,200/1,800; Jolen Moore, jr.,
sprints; ]l\'[atthew Travers, jr., high

York's Chartic Kemn competes in the Class 3A 800-meter run champlonship race at the
hays track and fleld state finals in 2018.

s0., 1,600; Toruny May, so,, 800; Jack
McWhinney, so.; shot put/discus; Luke

Hemmersmeiet, fr., sprints/long jump;

Jonathan Goff, fr., sprints; Josh Ugorii,
fr., sprints
futlonk: MrWhinnev. Montini’s

ally hard all winter for a chance to run
outdogr track, and now I'm afraid they
might not get that chance.”

St, Francis Spartans

Wheaton Academy Wartiors

Coacle Chris Felinski .

Top athletes: Nate Bierly, sr., 300
hurdles; Noah Mayo, sr., 400

Outiook: The Warriors have the larg-
est team they've had In Felinski’s 20

years coaching at Wheaton Academy. |-

Bierly is the school record holder in
the 300 hurdles and is looking to make
a rinh at state after finishing sixth at
sectionals last year. Mayo, Wheaton
Academy's top state contender, 1s less
than a second from the state qualify-
ing standard in the 400. The Warriors
didn't have an indoor seascn, compe-
tition-wise, and Felinski said they es-
gentially had eight practices before the

- season was inte!

Willowbrook Warriors

Coach: Terry Artman

Top athletes: Enrique Cruz, jr..
throws; Anthony Biancalana, sr.,
sprints; Brandon Heselton, sr., dis-
tance; Sean Kramer, jr., sprints,

Outloglz The Warricrs have the larg-
est group Artman has ever had with
almost 100 athletes, Cruz could not
compete last season but is good to go
this spring. “These guys have good at-
titudes and a growing pagsion for track
and field,” Artman said.

“ York Dukes

Coneh: Charlie Kern

Top athletes: Daniel Kiysh, sr.,
800/1,600/relays; Michael Mortarty,
sr., 800/1,600/3,200 relay; Ethan Kern,
sr,, 800/1,600/8,200; Richard Buehling,
sr., triple jump; Eric Sylvester, sr.,
2iM}/400/890 relay/1600 relay; Max San-
tiago, sr., hurdies; Jimmy Hoffman,
sr., 200/400/sprint relays; Christopher
Radcliff, jr., 100/200/eprint relays; Col-
in Hill, jr., 800,/1,600/3,200/3,200 relay; -
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