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Addison Trail alum
Aaron Ozee sends
ook into space

Teiling stories through writing
has been a passion for Addisen Trail
alumnus Aaron Ozee (class of 2014)
since he was 5 years old.

And he has developed that passion
into a career. Ozee’s two children’s
books, “My Darling Child Shiloh”
and “Regulns,” were published in
2016 and 2017, respectively.

According to a press release,
“Ozee knew the sky was the limit
for his prized creation, {“Regulus™),
or 50 he presumed, until inspiration
struck, encouraging him to explore
options to send a printed copy ..
above the clouds to drift blissfully
among the glistening stars.”

Through extensive research, Ozee
leamned how tiicky sénding objects
into space can be using profession-
al technologies, let alone collecting
materials required for achieving
such a feat. Ozee finally found a
motivated space enthusiast, Thom-

as Niedballa, who had the means of
turning his dream into reality. Nied-
balla is the founder of Orbit Pics, a
private institution holding expertise
in the art of high-altitude phoiog-
raphy, which ises weather balloon
devices to send payloads into the
furthest extent of the atmosphers.

On June 18, Ozee parinered with
Niedballa to launch a printed copy
of “Regulus” into space from Ontar-
io, Canada (from the shores of Lake
Huron). Outfitted with a GoPro 4K
video camera, along with a quality
GPS tracker, Niedballa coasted the
printed copy of “Regulus™ mto the
upper atmosphere, reachang 100,000
feet.

“Regulus” tells the story of three
tiny mice, who represent itmocence
and youth, as they cross paths with
the titular character, Regulus, who
represents the more troubling mo-

. ments in life.
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Addison Trall alumnus Aaron Ozes (class of 2014) is. pictured with his published children’s bot

“Regulus,” and a stuffed animal of the book’s titular character. On June 18, Ozee partnered with Thom
Niedballa, founder of Orbit Pics, to launch a printed copy of the book inte space.
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£ memorable seasor: as @ swimmer and a coach

Witlowbrook graduate enjoyed
a busy summer before
heading to Purdue University

By Chris Fox
VILLA PARK REVIEW STAFF REPORTER

EYssa Haaske completed her Lombard
Waves swimming career by piling up victories
in the recert DuPage Swim and Dive Confer-
ence Red Division “A” Meet.

Haake, who swam with the Waves for seven
seasons, won two individual events and swam
on two winning relay feams in the 15-18 girie
division at the July 27 meet. She helped Lom-
bard win the championship in the four-isam
meet. The Waves accumulated 817 team poinis
at the meet. Roselie finished second with 779
points.

In addition fo swimming with the Waves in
2019, Haake spent the season as one of the pro-
gram’s assistant coaches.

“I forgot how much I love swimming,”
said Hasake in reflecting on her first scason as
a coach. “You can get caught up with times
and cuts and the results on the scoreboard. The
younger kids do it because they love it. This
year made me remember that swimming is sup-
posed fo be fun.” }

Tn recent years, Haake and Lombard head
coach Pam Forsberg discussed the possibility
of a future coaching opportmity, This spring,
Forsberg informed Haake that a position was
available during the Waves' 2019 seasoD.
Haalke interviewed for the position and was of-
fered the job. -

<] was just so excited,” said .Haake, who
graduated from Willowbrook High School in
May. It was a crazy summer. There were some
really hard days, but I loved every second of

Addison Trail fooiball team

it .

Hagke, who recently departed for Purdue
University, where she will bs a member of the
women’s swim team, would typically be in the
pool by 4:30 am. this summer. She practiced
with her club. team—Hinsdale Swim Club—
from 4:30 to 7 a.m. before heading to Paradise
Bay Water Park for the Waves’ 7:30 a.m. prac-
tice.

In addition to swimming for and eoaching
with the Waves this summer, Haake tanght
swim lessons at Lombard’s Paradise Bay Wa-
ter Park. Herhectic summer days also typically
included cross traiming and an evening workout
with her swim club. ’

*T was able to relate my personal swimming
experiences with them,” said Haake of coach-
ing some of the Waves' younger swimmers this
s8ason.

Some of Haake's most rewarding summer
moments came when a young Wave made a
personal improvement or swam his or her best
race of the season.

~ “Just seeing some of their faces was so much
fun,""she said. Haake recalled one first-year
swimmer who wasn't sure if he could complete
his race. Cheered on by his teammates and

coaches, the boy made it o the end of the pool’

to achieve his goal.

“He finished the race; that was all he want-
ed,” recalled Haake. “Coach Pam said, “You
did it’. He had the widest smile. It was the
sweetest thing,”

Hagke said several Lombard swimmers
closed out the season with their best swims
of the summer. Those performances helped
the Waves win the Red Division. The victory
propelied the team into the conference’s White
Division in 2020.

“] really enjoysd seeing some of the incredi-

ble swims we had at the conference meet,” said
Haake in referring to the recent Red Division
“A" Meet in Roselle. “We had a ton of incred-

ible swims. It was an awesome ending to the |

season.” .

Swimming in the 15-18 girls division at-the
July 27 meet in Roselle, Haake won the 50-yard
and 100-yard freestyle events by decisive mar-
gins. She completed the 50-yard race over four
seconds ahead of the second-place finisher. Her
finishing time in the 100-yard race was more
than nine seconds faster than the mnner-up.

Haake swam the freestyle leg on the Waves’
victory in the 15-18 gixls level's 200-yard med-
ley relay, In her last swim as a Wave, she an-
chored a first-place performance in the 15-18
girls division’s 20(-yard freestyle relay.

Haake -enjoyed a standout high school
swimming career with the Addison Trail/Wil-

lowbrook co-op team., She competed in foor |

consecutive THSA state meets. As a sopho-
more, she sarned a pair of top-10 finishes (in
the 100- and 200-yard freestyle events) at the
state meet. In November, Haake closed out her
high school career with a 10"-place finish in
the state meet's 200-yard freestyle race.
Haake's success with the Addison Trail/Wil-
lowbrook team also included record-breaking
efforts in the West Suburbah Gold Conference
Mest, As a junior, she set the conference meet

. record in the 100-yard freestyle. As a senior,

she set a new conference meet record in the
200-yard freestyle.

“J am so excited to experience the next lev-
el said Haake, who will take part in her first
practice with the Purdue team right after arriv-
ing at the school next-week. ’

] am such a leamer,” said Haake, a self-de-
scribed “'math girl” who will major in actuarial
science at Purdue, “I love learning new things.”
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Whiowbrook High School graduate
Elissa Haake is pictured as she prepares
1o close out her seven-year career with
the Lombard Waves at the recent DuP-
age Swim and Dive Conference Red Di-
vislon “A” Mest. Haske |s shown before
she swam the anchor lag for the Waves’
winning 200-yard freestyle relay team in
the 15-18 giris dlvision. Haake anchored
two winning relays at the meet. She also
won a palr of Individual races. In addition
1o swimming for the Waves thls saason,
Haake served as one of the team’s as-
sistant coaches. Haake, who graduated
from Willowbrook in May, is attending
Purdue University. Sha Is a member of the
school’s women’s swim team.

iooking to take next step

Coach Parpet Jr. likes the
makeup of his 2019 roster
By Mike Miazga

CORRESPONDENT

Addison Trail football coach Paul
Parpet Jr. said success for his team
will come down to making a play
when one is needed to be made.

And Parpet Jr. feels he has those
playmskers on a 2019 roster that
Iooks to improve upon last year's 1-8
record.

Parpet Ir. likes the abilities of re-
turners such as AY Carlson and Sal
Napoli. “AJ is going to be a play-
maker for us,” he said “And Sal Na-
poli, if you look up football player in
the dictionary, his pictare is sitting
right there. He’ll be a tight end/H-
back for us on offense. This kid is a
football player and knows everything
that is going on all the time. We call
him Coach Sal. If you telt bum fo run
through a brick wall, he's going to
run through a brick wall.”

Parpet Jr. added Damarins Conrad
is another key cog for the Blazers,
along with junior Anthony Valenti.
“Anthony most likely will be our
quarterback. He has ‘the skill and he
has the tools,” the coach said. :

Senior Jacub Trippiedi is back

after being sidelined by illness last
season. He will play wide receiver
and could see time in the secondary.
“Jacub is the kind of kid who does
exactly what be is supposed to do alk
the time,” said Parpet Jr. ’

Gonzalo Reyes also will help the
Blazers at wide receiver. “He's an-
other kid who you show him how to
do something one time and he does
it,” said Parpet Jr.

Nick Skamra and Xavier Sierra

give the Blazers experience back on-

the offensive line. “Nick and Xavi-
er are big wrestlers,” said Parpet Jr.
“They weren’t around a lot in the
summer because they were doing
wrestling stuff. They are like Sal.
They are football players.”

Tom Housley, who played on the
wvarsity as a sophomore last year, will
help on the defensive line at defen-

sive end. “Tom has a football body,” -

said Parpet Jr. “He is going to be
huge for us.”

TJunior Eric Reed will team up with
Napoli at inside linebacker and could
see time in the backfield at tailback.
“Fric is a tough-nosed kid,” said Par-
petIr.

Senior Jon Chambers will be a
presence on the defensive lne and
perhaps as an outside linebacker,

Parpet Jr. noted. Decorated wrestler
Jake Matthews, who had a full sum-
mer wrestling schedule, will add to
the talent en both offense and de-
fense.

“In terms of depth, I think we will
have a handful of guys playing on
both sides of the ball,” said Parpet

Jr. “It will be an old-school mental-

ity. Addison Trail foothall was built
on kids playing both ways and never
coming off-the field. Tough kids who
never come off the field, We have to
play our guys who give us the best
chance to win.”

Parpet Jr. said his group is more
than prepared 1o jump into the start
of this week's fall practices.

“We had a fun summer because
the kids worked hard and we have &
bunch of good kids,” he said.

But Parpet J. cautioned his squad
now has to execute on its potential.
“Everybody at this time of the year
says they are goid on paper,” he said.
“Now, it’s a matier of putting the
puzzle pieces together to be success-
ful on Friday might. We're locking
forward to doing just that.”

Parpet Jr. said coming out of
the gates strong in Week 1 against
Conant at home will be critical.

“This is my 26th year at Addison

Trail and when we win the Week 1
game, nine times out of 10 we've
qualified for the playoffs,” he-said.
Parpet Jr. said the team's first goal
always is to win the West Suburban
Conference Gold Division title. “I
want to win the conference charn-
pionship more than amybody else,
but we know Willowbrook is load-
ed again,” he said. “Qur No. 1 goal

always is to win the West Subur-
ban CGold. We will not lose sight of
that, but cur No. 2 goal is to make
the playoffs. If we qualify for the
playoffs this season, it-will be a very
successful season. Our kids will be
ready. We've gone back to the old-
school mentality here. The kids are
conditioned and in great shape. We'll
see what happens.”
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Addison Trail football team icoks to start hot out of the gates
f ule shape up with games against Friday, Sept. 13 game in Maywood up the regular season with a home games this season and will face
B.‘azers open ag ainst Conant, Downers Grove North and  (7:30 p.m. start) against Proviso comtest against Morton on Friday, teams that made the 2018 playc
Conant on Aug. 30  Proviso BEast. A senior-dominated East. Oct. 18 {7:30 p.m.).
. Conant team went 7-3 last season, Then the Blazers encounter Glen- Addison Trail has five home
By Mike Miazga while Downers North went 4-5 and bard West, which was one of three — e
CORAESPONDENT Proviso East went 2-7. Conant de- teams to finish 5-1 in the West Sub- Hﬂﬁlsnﬂ THMI. HIEH

In an interview that appeared in
last week’s Addison Independent,
Addisen Trail football coach Paul
Parpet Jr. said a key to his team's
seasen will be its pérfermance in the

feated Addison Trail only 7-0'a year
ago.

Addison Trail kicks things off Fri-
day, Aug. 30 at 7:30 p.m. at home

" against Conant, The Blazers then hit

urban Conference Silver Division,
on Friday, Sept. 20 at home for their
annual meeting (7:30 p.m.).

Week 5 sees Addison Trail face
defending West Suburban Confer-

SCHOOL FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE 2019

early part of the schedule, the road for the next two weeks with ence Gold Division champion and ::- mw :mm :13:‘ m
Parpet Jr. said he likes the way a Friday, Sept. 6 contest (7:30 p.m. District 88 foe Willowbrook in Vil- Fi d“ 9“! s M"D e e e P-m-
the first three Wweeks of the sched- start) against Dowmers North and a  la Park. That game happens Friday, F:Jiclz i:ppte:h::ﬁ mP:M:: Ea;‘"’ = ;'m
. Sept. 27 at 7:30 pm. [ -
= J 7:30 p.m
) 9 = I The Blazers retumn home to face Friday Septamher 20 Glenbard Wesf
Regas.&er for the ! a Park Downers Grove South on Friday, Friday 27et v “30gm
. QOct. 4 at 730 p.m.. in 8 WSC Goid Friday Qolaber 4 7 Downers Grova South 7:30 p.m
v ? e baford pe-l ~mine Levden & Fiiday  October 11 = Leydan 7:30 pm.
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Villa Park Recreation is accept- week, starting next wesk—the week PN Stf“'t)- o *= 2018 plavoti q ualifier
ing registration for the Villa Park of Aug. 19. Games are played on Addison Trail visits 2018 playoff =

Youth Boccer Leagne’s fall season.
Kids ages 4 and up can register to
play in the league, which features a
seven-week seasom.

Practices. are held one day a

Saturday mornings, with the first
games on Sept. 7.

The fee is $62 per child. For
more information about the upcom-
ing season, call 630-834-8970.

Willowbrook footbaii team
10 open season against

gualifier Hinsdale South on Priday,
Oct. 18 (7:30 p.m.) before wrapping

Heal:t Coach Paul Parpat Jr.
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