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SUBMITTED PHOTOS The Independent
[top left photo]: Addison Trail parent Wilke Green (left) presents Addison Trail Principal Michael Bolden
with challenge coins during Addison Trail’s Veterans Day Luncheon on Nov. 9 to dispiay at the school.
Last year, Green presented Addison Trail and Willowbrook with relics from the USS Arizona (12-by-12-

.| inch pieces of the deckhouse), a battleship that was sunk during the aitack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7,

| 1941. Green also gave the schools a copy of the book “Alj the Gallant Men” signed by co-author and
USS Arizona survivor Denaid Stratton, who is his stepfather. [top right photo]: Veterans and Addison

| Trail students who pian to serve in the military pose by the school’s USS Arizona display during the lun-

cheon. [left photo]: Veterans and Addisor Trail students who plan te serve in the military view dispiays
with photos and items of veterans with a connection to Addison Trail or the Village of Addison.

| District 88 Schools salute Veterans Day

On Nov. 9, Addison Trail and Willowbrook welcomed and travels — including his experiences jumping/para-
veterans and first responders in honor of Veterans Day chuting — was shown, and he answered questions from
(Nov. 11), students. American flags also lined the entryway to the

At Willowbrook, an assembly took place to recognize school.

Veterans Day, and military veterans and U.S. Army staff  Addison Trail invited members of the Addison Veter-
sergeants attended the event. During the assembly, Wil- ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 7446 and other veter-
lowbrook alumnus (class of 1989) and military veteran ans, as well as the Addison Police Departmerit and the

'| Nick Kozak was the keynote speaker. Addison Fire Protection District, to a luncheon, Partic-
,; Kozak was active duty in the U.S. Army and now ipants watched a video and saw a display in the media

serves in the Army National Guard Special Forces. He center that featured photos and items of veterans with a
shared his journey of going from a student to an Eagle connection to Addison Trail or the Village of Addison.
Scout to an Army paratrooper to an Army Guardsman  Both schools also recognized current students who
to a police officer. A video highlighting Kozak’s training plan to serve in the military.

[top row photos, left and right]:
Willowbrook Social Worker Erik
Engel (right) speaks with WB
alumnus (class of 1989) and
military veteran Nick Kozak
during the school’s Veterans Day
Assembly on Nov. 9. [bottom
left photo]: American flags line
the entryway to Willowbrook in
honor of Veterans Day. [bottom
right photo): WB Principal

Dr. Daniel Krause greets the
audience during the school’s
Veierans Day Assembly.
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Dr. bnnlal Krause, Willowbrook Principal, is pictured on the left. Addison Trail

Principal Michael Bolden is on the right.

District 88 recognizes
National Principals Month

During. its Oct. 29 meeting, the District
88 Board of Education adopted a resolution
recognizing October as National Principals
Month and thanked Addison Trail Principal
Michael Bolden and Willowbrook Principal
Dr. Daniel Krause, along with their teams,
for their leadership and vision. As administra.
tors, they put in countless hours to continue
to improve District 88 and build futures for
students.

The National Association of Secondary
School Principals, the National Association
of Elementary School Principals - and the
American Federation of School Administra-

tors designate October as National Principals
Month to honor the hard work and dedication
of America’s school leaders. This year’s cel-
ebration culminated with Principal Apprecia-
tion Week from Oct. 21 to 27 and Principal
Appreciation Day on Oct. 26 in Ilinois.

The State of Illinois and the villages of
Addison, Lombard and Villa Park provided
proclamations to recognize the event. A video
was played during the meeting that featured
messages of support that were displayed on
marquees and signs throughout the commu-
nities, as well as words of appreciation from
students.
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Pictured here with Addison Trail Principal Michael Bolden is Addi-
sonTrail senior Gianna Caruso, who has been namad as the school’s
October recipient of 88’s Best recognition

Addison Trail names Cctober
recipient of 88's Best recognition

Gianna Caruso has been named
as Addison Trail’s October recipient
of 88’s Best recognition for her out-
standing academic accomplishments.
Carvso, a senior, was recognized
during the Oct. 29 District 88 Board
of Education meeting.

Since her freshman year, Caruso
has challenged herself by taking the
most rigorous courses available at
Addison Trail.

When she graduates, Caruso will
have 10 Advanced Placement (APY
college-level courses and 16 Honors
courses on her transcript, currently
with all As.

“Caruso’s ability to be top-notch in
both school and her activities is quite
remarkable,” said Guidance Coun-
selor Dana Marine. “In addition to
being intelligent and involved, Caru-
§0’s maturity, drive and personality
also are impressive. She takes initia-
tive to get things done, is a self-start-
er and has clear goals. I can’t wait to
hear about all of her college options
and her future accomplishments.”

Not only does Caruso excel ac-
ademically, she also has taken full
advantage of the extracurricular op-
tions offered to her in the form of
coursework and afterschool activi-
ties. Her two commitments that stand
out are her participation in music
and theatre. Caruso is a member of
the Wind Ensemble, the highest level
of band at Addison Trail, as well as
the Jazz Band. She plays tenor sax-
ophone, but also can play other sax-
ophones, clarinet and piano. She re-
cently was named as an IHinois' Mu-
sic Education Association (ILMEA)
All-District Musician for the ILMEA
All-District Band and is one of the
drum majors at Addison Trail for the
2018-19 school year.

“T have known Caruso since she
Wwas in junior high, and I have always
been impressed by her work ethic,”
said Mark Corey, Band Director and
Music Department Head. “She is a
very. hard worker, who has earned

every accolade she has received
through determination, focus and
drive. She also has great perspec-
tive, and when faced with adversity
or outcomes that are not what she
desired, the experience only further
cements her drive to succeed and
work harder. Carnso is one of those
rare students who embraces fully
what we are presenting in music and
is a great example of who you can
become when you have the courage
to explore your potential.”

Caruso also has shown her lead-
ership in Her other favorite activity,
theatre. She has loved meeting all
of the different people and learning
from their experiences and has cher-
ished the team aspect of theatre.

“Caruso is amazing,” said Theatre
Director and English teacher Anna
McSweeney. “She has grown so
much during the past three years and
is very deserving of this award. I love
that she has developed a sense of in-
dependence, and she often takes ini-
tiative. This summer, she and some
other seniors ran our summer camp.
She.is extremely dependable; T know
I can look to her as a model for un-
derclassmen.”

Outside of those activities, Caruso
also is involved with Pay It Forward
(an event for incoming students,
which includes a Freshman Orien-
tation component), Key Club, Tri-M
(Modern Music Masters) Honor So-
ciety, National Honor Society and
Student Council. She has had various
leadership positions in those groups,
including serving as President of
Theatre Board, Co-President of Na-
tional Honor Society, Historian of
Tri-M Board and a CORE leader for
Pay It Forward.

Caruso plans to apply io Purdue
University, University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison and The University of
Towa. Caruso isn’t quite sure what
her major will be yet, as she has a va-
riety of i from
psychology.
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beating on Election night

Hinds, Nybo out;
Cronin wins
in a squeaker

By Dee Longfellow
FOR THE INDEPENDENT

It was a sad night at the Elmhurst
Elks Club, where DuPage County
Republicans gathered to watch the
results of the General Election on
Tuesday, Nov. 6.

At the federal level, Democrat
Mike Quigley who represents the
Sth Congressional District, which
includes Elmhurst, handily = won
re-election with 14,518* votes over
Republican Tom Hanson who re-
ceived 12,687.* In the 8th Congres-
sional District, which includes Villa
Park, Addison and other communi-
ties in the Independent readership
area, the popular Raja Krishnamoor-
thi (D) garnered 47,097 votes over
Jitendra Diganvker (R) who received
28,207.

Local Republicans were also
watching the race in the 6th Districts,
as Peter Roskam (R), who represent-
ed the Elmhurst area prior to the re-
districting, lost to Sean Casten D),
who got 87,336 to Roskam’s 73,770.

Dems sweep the State

At the State level, Democrats
swept the top seats of Governor,
Lt. Governor, Attorney General,
State Comptroller and State Trea-
surer. Democrat Jesse White, who
has served five terms as Secretary of
State received 65.5% of the vote in
DuPage County to claim a 6th term
over challengers Jason Helland (R)
and Steve Dutner (L). .

In the 23rd State Senatorial Dis-
trict, Democrat Tom Cullerton of
Villa Park gamered almost 55%
percent of the vote over Republican
challenger Seth Lewis, beating him
36,605 to 30,508.

In the 24th Senate District, Elm-

Addison communi

Saturday, Nov. 17
- Park District gears up for
Turkey Trot 5K,
Drumstick Dash ’
The Addison Park District is busy
preparing for the annual Turkey Trot
5K and Drumstick Dash on Nov. 17
at Centennial Park. The 5K steps off
at 8 am. The Drumstick Dash for
ages 3-12 years old will begin at 8:45
a.m

The fee to enter the 5K is $25 for
an individual or $20 per person for a
family. (Proof of residency required.)
Drumstick Dash entry fee is $15 per
child.

Participants in the Turkey Trot SK
must predict their estimated time for
completing the 5K race The overall
male and female participant that is
closest to their predicted time wins a
Thanksgiving meal kit ($25 gift card,
turkey, stuffing and a pumpkin pie).

Please note: The Turkey Trot will

hurst Republican Chris Nybo was
neck-and-neck with Democrat Su-
zanne Glowiak right up to the finish
in a race that was so close, it ended
with a call for a recount. On Elec-
tion night, Glowiak was ahead of
Nybo by just 227 votes, prompting
the recount. In the end, Nybo con-
ceded after the vote count left him
behind Glowiak 47,405 to 47,087,
or 318 votes. Nybo issued a release
announcing his concession to his
constituency.

In the race for State Representa-
tive in the 46th District, Democrat
Deb Conroy was re-elected to anoth-
er term with slightly more than 58%
of the vote over Gordon Kinzler (R).
The vote was 17,885 to 12,848,

In the 47th District, the numbers
of Deanne Mazzochi (R) and James
Caffrey (D) were very close all eve-
ning, until later when Mazzochi
pulled ahead, beating Caffrey 24,002
to 22,000.

In the 48th District, Republican
Peter Breen lost to Democrat Ter-
ra Costa Howard who drew 25,609
votes over Breen’s 22,776.

In the 77th District, which in-
cludes Addison and Bensenville,
State Rep. Kathleen Willis (D) easily
won re-election by a 2-1 margin over
Anthony Airdo (R).

Eye on DuPage County

At the County level, Republican
spectators on Election night watched
a nail-biter as County Board Chair-
man Dan Cronin was slightly be-
hind Lynn LaPlante (D) most of the
evening until the end when Cronin
pulled ahead, eventually winning
178,470 to 167,923,

County Sheriff James Mendrick
(R) held on to his seat over chal-
lenger Gregory Whalen by a vote of
176,350 to 167,836.

In a stunner, DuPage County Clerk
and leader'in the DuPage Republican
Party Paul Hinds fell to Democrat
Jean Kaczmarek 179,518 to 164,658,

In County Board District #1, Sam

not be chip-timed and timing gadgets
such as fitness watches, etc., will
not be allowed. All prediction times
must be an hour or less, otherwise
run times will not be eligible toward
prize winnings.

Pre-registration is encouraged,
however day-of registration will be
available starting at 6:45 a.m. All
pre-registered participants will re-
ceive a sweatshirt and a participation
medal. i

Sponsors of this year’s Turkey
Trot and Drumstick Dash include
Oxford Bank and Shoeless Joe's
Ale House & Grille. A portion of the.
proceeds from the race will go to the
Henry Hyde Resource Center,

» VFW Post #7446 plans
Ham and Turkey Spin

From 4-8 p.m., the Addison VFW
Post 7446 at 446 W. Lake St. will hold
its annual Ham & Turkey Spin. The

ty calendar

Tornatore (R) and Ashley Selmon
(D) were the top vote-getters over
Dino Gavanes {R) and Zahra Surat-
wala (D).

In County Board District #2, Eliz-
abeth Chaplin (D) was re-elected,
garnering more than 40% of the vote.
The second spot in District #2 went
to Pete DiCianni over Steve Nero,
who are both Republicans. DiCianni
received about 32% of the vote and
Nero took just over 26%.

The other County Board Dis-
tricts were dominated by Democrats
in Districts #3, #4, and #5. While
Republican Jim Zay was the top
vote-getter in District #6, the second
spot went to Democrat Shejla Rut-
ledge.

Joe Cantore (R) was re-elected
President of the DuPage County For-
est Preserve, but it was another close
race to watch as he beat Daniel He-
breard (D) 173,400 to 170,269.

County, Township propositions

The three propositions placed
on the ballot by DuPage County
received resounding ‘Yes’ votes,
although they were advisory only
(which means voters -provided their
opinion on the issues, but did not
vote them into law). Area residents
voted that the County Board should:
1) oppose a property tax increase to
help retire the state debt; 2) oppose a
mileage tax; and, 3) continue to re-
duce and consolidate redundant units
of government.

In Addison Township, the Proposi-
tion Representation Aviation and the
Homestead Exemption Proposition
both were both approved by 92% and
86% of the vote, respectively,

York Township had a question on
the ballot about supporting initiatives
to address climate change, which re-
sulted in 75% of voters saying *Yes.’

(*These numbers were current
according to the DuPage County
Election Commission as of 11/9/18
at 5:49 PM. At press time, all results
remained unofficial.)

menu will include turkey, mashed
potatoes with gravy and dressing,
corn, cranberry sauce, dinner rolls,
dessert and coffee. Tickets are $9 per
person, $8 for seniors. For more in-
formation, call 630:628-9804.

Ongoing events
* Get your high schoo! diploma

The Addison Public Library is
now offering adults the opportuni-
ty to earn an accredited high school
diploma and career certificate on-
line through a new program, Career
Online High School (COHS). The
library is providing a limited number
of free scholarships to qualified adult”
Icarners who are looking to advance
their careers, prepare for workforce
eniry, or continue their education.

You must live in Addison and be
21 or older.

Call 630-458-3334 or visit addi-
sonlibrary.org,
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Movers and shakers
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 Emmanuel Chavez and Matthew Knudtson

- make the
ByMike Mizsga v
Couch after foothal! coach will say games ave won
in the trenches, - . % :
The Willowbrook foothall team, which advanced
tothe state quarterfinals for a third year in a row, has
twmmwwmmmmm
sidzsof&etinemsmiorﬂmevymvmwpiaym
Emmeauel Chavez and Matthow Knudtson,

Chavez and Knudtson helped Willowbrook win ifs

fkﬂllmofﬁnmon(hcmmng’ the school’s
first undefeated 11-0 team since the mid-1970s), win -
another West Suburban e Gold Division
itle and get to the final eight teams in the siate tor 8
third seasen in a tow. ; T
“Ywm«hm%nmb&ﬂwymmgo."
said Willowbrook coach Nick Hildsoth, A
Chavez and Knudison are part of a Willowheook
oﬁanﬁwwﬁﬁmwmawnﬁxahmﬁ@ymka 5
garao theough the team’s first 11 coutests (2.274 on ..
&e&mmzmm@ua&x e ot
. offensive line is sokid,” said Chavez, who - i~
plays right tackle on offonse and defensive tackle.
“We all know our swif. We're a Hiitle smatlar this
year, but we are quicker. We run our tempo well
against other teams. We are well-conditioned.” -
Knudtson added: “The past couple vears we have :
really bonded as a group. We bave a lot of fun, We're
a bunch of buddies and our main goal s to protect :
Sam. We'rc really close with him as well.”
Sam would be standout Willowbrook quarterbe
mmw‘mmmforz.mm gl
M%WMQW)MH
games, while ranning for 1,241 more yards and 16 -

“Cur protoction is good,” Chavez said. “We
mhokfgmndwﬂwmhtm o
penetration th Sam pulls us through a tot -
m%wwmwmmmw
mmummgmmwmht

- m?ﬂﬁﬁ ans, When ths peckat WBGE!I .
finds 2 way through to atways gam yards.” R

'Wcukcahmdydduaowmbiockhe,"md :
Kmﬁm,vrbaphys«h&mw,om_um e
fackle aad defensive tackle on the other side of the
ball. “We don’t want Sam getting hurt. We witi do -
MWcmmmmr&ammnk
why we've beex so successful. We have a Jot of pride
mwc&ﬁwm.%m“mm&em
Bext 0 (us). B you slide over, you know someone has
your gap and you know they are picking up blitzes, If
ymdomup.ywknwﬁmisagaydammm
you up asd help you oat. i 1 go left, 1 kuow tio guy
nexd to me s doizg his job just as hard* .

[ “The whole team is conditianed well,” he said.
.“Wzl&ewmnmmmpommm,gu :
+ that upper band and se¢ who comes out on top. The

ith 4.§heﬁ:sam80mﬁmsymdomm
bﬁtvbenywwmﬁimaiomb!pahm,w .
; Kmmwmmuwd@yﬁm <
phybmhwag:andwemimhmwohﬂbxgefu

%W.Wehmwhgwmbc ;

aore conditioned than other feams and we know we

Witlowbrook football lines go

and at

k€ We've definitely put a
lot inte this seaseon. We don't
give up. If we make a mistake,
we just expect to do better on
the next play. We don’t take

L any plays off and we trust
each other. We go full-out
every down and every snap”

— Matthew Knudtson

werk and how much we put into conditioni

- On defense, Willowbrook allowed just 116 ponts -
ﬂvth:‘?:g‘ailmes, 1 : : E

ve definitely pmalotixm:hﬁhke\um" said
Knudison. “We don’t give up. If we make a mistake,
We Just expect 1o do batter on the next play, We don’t

takoaayphysoffmdwemwho&er.\’v’ewfuﬂ-w
.. out every down and every snap.” o s R
- Knudsion remembers back to his sophomore - -

Mnmmvmhy.“hfmmamﬁmm”\ ;

hesaki.“lwﬂw;uyhgtemmyw&f.!

. looksd up 1o those guys and worked hard 10 be one.

of those guys, 1 did my best 10 heip keep the season

going for ds long as T could for them. I was part of * * °

that part of those 1 was accepted into
pbigzmﬂyﬁhahﬂem.hﬂhkﬁﬁu

and
mmm‘!ﬁydeymdedmmﬂjnuam“l
" deponsded on them.” - -~

- Kusdston noted he's played football with Chavez

ﬂmghwkw#zammm“h’lmﬁwm i
with him,” he seid. “He's one of sy best friends. He's
- areally good guy. No matter what the sitvaion &, © °
win or lose, he slways has your back, no matter what. -
%mhwmm%ummmﬁwm v

ago. 1t's nice 1o have him with me. 'We like to mckie

" Chaves tipped his cap 1o Hildreth and the
Willowbrook coachi

coeching staft. “Ever sinde Hildeoth

ook over we've seen 50 much success,” he said.
& Wmdmmﬂmhmbemaimhpm
hy’dom.%lmbody'oxpemumdowhat we

hwmm'smmwmwhm”
- “Thet's why we work Lard 2ad why we ave out here -
‘wi - YAl SR TR TN A e :

< added: “Three years 350 we were 6-3
! expected us to make the quarterfinals,
W did that and then last yoar we wop our first
coufarence tide in 35 years and now we aze the frst
year we koep building on onr acocsaplishments
But the ovesreaching

“We’ve had s0 many great experionces

have 1o push barder and push the tempo even fucter,
Weuéaiﬁctolwcppucebecamnibwhaﬁ:vc. sl

in the schoal sinee 1975. Each

factor in the wam’s success, |
Mmammmmbmmw
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Addison Trail boys cross-
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couniry team makes strides

AT-Willowbrook
places two girls in

state swim meet
By Mike Miazga
CORRESPONDENT

A youthful Addison Trail boys
cross-country team made significant
strides this fall. -

The Blazers took fifth in the West
Suburban Conference Gold Divi-
sion. Senior Randy Almarales and
sophomore Dylan Moran qualified
for the sectional as individuals.

“Randy and Dylan ran amazing

races at the Lake Park regional in:

really bad.weather with: rain. and
sleet and 40-mile-an-hour winds,”
said Addison Trail coach Brad Don-
aldson.

Almarales earned all-conference
honors after placing 15th at the
WSC Gold meet in 16:17. Moran,
freshman Alex Martinez and fresh-
man Max Ojéda also were all-con-
ference at the lower. levels in thei
age groups. : co

*“The kids stuck with the program

_ all seasen even though we didn’t

always have our top runners racing
varsity in every meet,” said Donald-
son. “They all worked: hard to im-
prove individually over the season.
Everyone stepped up to help out
where they .could, which allowed
us t¢ work to develop a team atmo-
sphere at the lower levels.”

Donaldson noted the team im-
proved the most in its overall un-
derstanding of what it takes to race
and compete in-cross country. “They
really started to take to the concept
of pack running and how to run as a
team,” he said.

Donaldson was impressed with
the group’s attitude and desire to
make each other better, “They en-
couraged each other and pushed
each other through tough work-
outs,” he said. “They-held each oth-
er accountable and overall were a
great group to be around.”

Donaldson also lauded the efforts
of sophomore Cole Greaves and
juniors Jonathan Ramos and Julian
Lara. “Each one of them developed

. a renewed focus during the season

and worked extremely hard to set
a new personal best and held their

-own in the conference and regional

meets.”

Donaldson said this season will
help springboard the program in
the future. “We were so young and
relying on underclassmen this year

- that I wasn’t sure what to expect for

the season after having lost a major
group of seniors last year,” he said.
“The kids all stepped up and took on
the task of competing at the varsity

level and we were able to still de-
velop our younger runners. Moving
into next year I think the experience
the younger kids got this year will
be a great asset going into next sea-

”»

son, .

Willowbrook boys
Cross country :
The Willowbrook boys
cross-country team took fourth at
the West Suburban Conference Gold
Division meet where Mait Caron
took ninth place individually and
earned all-conference honors.
Coach T.J. Artman cited pack run-
ning as a key strength for his group
this fall. “We had a pretty close gap
between our 1-7 runners,” he said.
“We just need to keep chipping
away at our overall times. We had a
solid team. We are losing some real-
1y good leadership with our seniors,
but we have juniors and sophomores
who will make a big impact next
season.” )
Artman said the team and famaly
concepts were front and center this

season. “They are growing in the
_sport together and having fun,” he
-said. .

Artman gave special plaudits to
senior Mike Danielson. “Mike ex-
ploded.in the last few races of his
senior cross-county career,” he said.
“I was really happy that he pushed
himself to new levels in his last few
races. He can.run off the course
knowing he left everything on it.
I'm really proud of how hard he
raced.”

Artman said next up is winter
training for the track and field sea-
son. “We had another strong and
competitive season with a lot of
personal records, achievements and

‘goals attained,” he said. “It’s on to

winter training for track and field.”

Addison Trail-Willowbrook L/
girls swimming-

AT-Willowbrook’s Elissa Haake
and Mary Hassler are headed to the
girls swimming state.finals meet.

- Haake took second in' the 200
freestyle at the Downers Grove
North sectional to quality for siate.
Haake swam 1:51.75. '

Haake also qualified in the 500
free with a time of 5:04.29. Haake
took second, just behind Glenbard

‘West senior Molly Rosenthal, who

swam 5:04.03.

Freshman Mary Hassler won the
50 freestyle for athletes with dis-.
abilities with a time of 48.93: She
also won the 100 freestyle for -ath- .
letes with disabilities with a-time of
1:50.24. T e s

Haake and Hassler will swim in
the state finals meet Nov. 16-17 at
Evanston Township High School.



RSON

FOR SALE

T T e S

Never Known To ¥ail
Oh, most beautiful lower of Mt Carmel,
fruitful vine, splendor of heaven, blessed
‘mother of the Son of God,

Immaculate Virgin, assist me in
necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me
and show me, herein you are my mother.

Oh Holy Mary Mother of God, Queen
| of Heaven and Barth{ I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to
answer me in this necessity. There are
none that can withstand your power. Oh,
show nie herein you are my mother. Oh,-
-Mary conceived without sin, pray for |
s who has recourse to thee (3x). Holy
Mother, 1 place this cause in your hands
(3x). Sweet Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x). Holy Spirit, you who
solve all problems, light all needs so that
I can attain my goal, you who gave me
g the divine gift to forgive arid forget all
evil against me, and that in all instances
in my life you are with me. I want in this
short prayer to thank you for all things as
| you confirm once again that I never want
to be separated from you in eternal glory,

Thank you for your mercy towards me
and mine.

The person must say this prayer 3
consecutive days, after 3 days the
request will be granted. .
This prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. JPR.
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FIND BARGAINS
INTHE CLASSIFIEDS

Anrcuncements
DISCLAIMER NOTICE This publication
does not knowingly accept fraudulent or
deceptive advertising, Readers are cau-
tioned to thorough investigate all ads,
especially those asking for money in ad-
vance.

Furpiture

FOLDING CHAIRS All metal $12 each.
Leave voice mail at 630-564-2464

FOUR POSTER BED Full size mattress,
Beauty Rest, platform Like new condi-
tion, box spring $375 Call 630-782-
2079

Misc. For Sale

SNOW BLOWER- Older Craftsman, 227,
5HP, 2 stage, witire chains, not running,
cgrb needs cleaning. $50 OBO. 630-832-
4946.

Notice

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS cannot
be credited or refunded after the ad
has been placed. Ads canceled before
deadline will be removed from the pa-
per as a service to our customers, but
ho credit or refund will be issued to
your account.

NEED SNOW_REWMOVAL at house.
Driveway only, Elmhurst. Laura 630-205-
5719.

Wanted to Buy

CASH PD. FOR WWII, WWI memorabilia
estate items, also older firearms; 630-
215-3664, collector.
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Freebie AdY
Jeasyl
THAN $ 75022

NO CHARGE

Just fill out the coupon below and mail it to:
The Independent, 240 N. West Ave, Elmhurst IL 60126
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a single bem for
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pFuture is bright for Fenton

girls cross-country team

Youthful Bison make
big strides in 2018
By Mike Miazga
CORRESPONDENT

Fenton girls cross-country coach
Frank Kekstadt has reason for opti-
mism.

His young Bison squad took sixth
in the Metro Suburban Conference
Blue Division, but the team's top
three runners had lifetime personal
records at the conference meet. Kek-
stadt noted five of the team’s top sev-
en runners were underclassmen this
season.

Fenton took fifth at the junior-var-
sity level in the MSC Blue. Fenton
moves to the Upstate Eight Confer-
ence next season.

“The strength of the team at the
end of the season was that they were
running for each other,” said Kek-
stadt. “There was a selfless attitude

and a feeling of togetherness, which
allowed the team to compete at the
regional and sectional meets.”
Fenton took fourth at the Class 2A
St. Viator regional and seventh at its
own Class 2A Fenton sectional.
“Improvement was made in menta]
toughness at the end of the season,”
Kekstadt said. “I feel in the past the
girls were uncomfortable with the
sectional meets and anxiety hurt per-
formances. The girls this year were
focused and strong at the sectional
meet even with a few of them not at
100 percent physically.”
Senior captain Ruth Kirkwood
qualified for the state meet in Peoria.
“I was impressed with our “top
seven or eight girls who worked con-
sistently throughout the summier and

“season,” said Kekstadt. “It was key

for our success this season and for
the future of the program.”
Kekstadt said Kirkwood and Lis-

sette Hernandez stepped things up as
the season hit its most critical Jjune-
ture. “Ruth bounced back from a
difficult regional race and performed
strongly at the sectional race,” he
said. “Lissette was our seventh run-
ner and battled turf-toe for most of
the season and saved the team from
falling out of the top 10 at sectionals
when she placed as our fifth scorer.”
Kekstadt said the program has mo-
mentum that he feels will continue
forward. “The future is bright with..
a roster filled "with hard-working
underclassmen,” he said. “We were
a surprise team this year because of
the improvement we made with the
girls who returned from last year.
Every girl who was on the team last
year had their best season in 2018,
With the track and field program and
now the cross-country team having
the same philosophy and standards,

future improvement is guaranteed.” %

D’Ambrose, Muell named all-conference

for Addison Trail

Blazers won 17 games and
took third in conference

By Mike Miazga
CORRESPONDENT :

The Addison Trail girls volleyball
team can count many superlatives
when looking back on its 2018 season.

The Blazers won 17 contests and
took third place in the West Suburban
Conference Gold Division with a 4-2
record. ’

Coach Dan Styler noted the team
scored victories over two teams who
advanced to the sectional final round
of the Class 4A state playoffs.

Senior outside hitter Nina Muell
and junior outside hitter Jessica
D’Ambrose earned all-WSC Gold
honors. D’ Ambrose was named the

team’s MVP.

“Jessica’s ball control, rhythm and
court presence was stellar at the end
of the season,” said Styler. “She was
recognized as our team MVP and we
are fortunate to-have her back for an-
othet year. Nina always has been a
good all-around player. However, her
serving and passing skills were really
clutch for us at the end of the season.”

Styler also was impressed with Ka-
trina Bielanski’s improvement as the
season wore on. “Katrina improved
her attacking efficiency and her block-
ing at the end of the season,” he said,

Styler said key strengths for the
team this season included its capaci-
ty to side out more efficiently and its
ability to change-up the offense. “Our
ability to diversify our offense im-
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proved at the end of the season,” he
said.

The coach also was impressed with
his team’s progress at critical mo-
ments in matches. “We improved the
most on our ability to remain poised
in high-pressure situations,” he said.
“That improved at the end of October.
Our kids played hard. We were under-
sized in nearly every match and found
a way to battle with elite teams.”

Styler said the future for the pro-
gram is bright. “We are optimistic that
we will bring back more impact play-
ers than we will lose to graduation,”
he said. “We will have six players
returning whe had significant playing
time this-season. We look forward to
building: upon the bright spots from
this past season.”

Celebrata llinois’.
Bicentennial by

-exploring famous

memoirs

Explore Hllincis’  world-famous
memoirs and literary- heritage with
historian John Hallwas, an Illinois Hu-
manities “Road Scholar,” at “Illinois
Memoirs: Our Story and Your Oppor-
tunity” on Friday, Nov. 16 from 10
.. 10 noon at Mayslake Peabody Es-
tate at 1717 W. 31st St. in Oak Brook.

Hallwas will discuss Ilinois’ rich
literary heritage, including Chief
Black Hawk’s autobiography — the
first by a Native Amierican to be pub-
lished in the United States; Ulysses S.
Grant’s memoirs from the Civil ‘War;
and Jane Addams’ “Twenty Years at
Hull House,” one of the most celebrat-
ed autobiographies by a female Amer-
ican author. =

The free program is for ages 18 and
up; register online or at 630-206-9566.



Willowbrook’s Scott Tumilty avcids a tackle attempt by Batavia's Jackson Wiiliams

] Gary E. Duncan Sr. - For Shaw Media

after catching a short pass across the middle and heads for the end zone during the

Class 7A state quarterfinal game Nov. 10.

Sam Tumilty, Willowbrook rally,
but come up short in guarterfinal

By JOSHUA WELGE
jwelge@shawmedia.com

BATAVIA - Michael Jansey mo-
mentarily did a high step, flexed his
arms in joy, and ran to join his Bata-
via brethren on the sideline,

The Bulldogs are moving on.

And, oh, how they will never forget
this one.

Batavia blew a 17-point
fourth-quarter lead against Willow-
brook on Nov. 10, only to force over-
time on Jackson Williams’ field goal
in the final seconds.

Jansey’s 10-yard touchdown run on
the first play of extra time proved the
difference. The Bulldogs held on to win
a wild 34-27 Class 7A quarterfinal,

Batavia (12-0), back in the semi-
finals for the fourth time since 2011,
moves on to play at Nazareth - a 34-27
winner over Simeon - at 1 p.m. Nov. 17.

Batavia led 14-0 at the half and 17-0
in the third quarter. Willowbrook (11-
1), seeking its first semifinal berth
since 1975, trailed 24-7 after Quinn
Urwiler’s 4-yard TD run with 7:54 left.

Then things got crazy.

Willowbrook junior quarterback
Sam Tumilty, who was 25-for-42 for
396 yards and four touchdowns, threw
three TD passes in the final seven min-
utes, all of them to his brother Scott.
The last, with 59.6 seconds left, was a
34-yarder that put Willowbrook ahead
for the first time, 27-24, stunning the
Batavia crowd.

But not breaking the Batavia side.

Jack Meyers (15-for-25, 212 yards,
two TDs) calmly guided Batavia from
its 20 down the field 72 yards in eight

plays. He completed two passes to
Ethan Neibch, one to Trey Urwiler and
a big one for 28 yards to Zach Weber. It
set up Williams, who split the uprights
from 24 yards with 10.1 seconds left,

In overtime, Batavia turned to its
jumbo package with Jansey in the
backfield. Meyers faked to Quinn Ur-
wiler and Jansey took the handoff and
ran left, planting a would-be tackler
and lunging for the goal line.

On Willowbrook’s possession,
Ethan Towers sacked Sam Tumilty,
and Jansey’s pressure on third down
forced an intentionai grounding.
Tumilty’s last pass was completed,
but short of the goal line,

The Warriors did not get the break-
through win they sought in their
third straight quarterfinal, but left
their mark. Willowbrook, 11-0 coming
in for the first time since 1975, trailed
17-0 until Tumilty connected with CJ
Harris on a 78-yard TD with 6:49 left
in the third quarter. It seemed to en-
ergize the Warriors and knocked Bat-
avia on its heels.

“We never gave up,” Tumilty said.
“We just kept chipping away and
chipping away and we were able to
make some plays and get in the end
zone. We didn’t get the outcome that
we wanted, but it is what it is.”

Willowbrook advanced past mid-
field three times in the first half, but
each time was turned away.

“I know personally I didn’t start
off the game that well. I missed some
guys,” Tumilty said, “but my line kept
blocking for me and my receivers kept
getting open. And then we started to
get going.”
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MVA ~ ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

+ MICHAEL

| c1unae

LOVE.
NAZARETH

4 Senior | Football

Why Love was selected:

Michael Love scored three touchdowns, tweo of them receiving from
17 and 25 yards and one on z 75-yard punt return, in the Roadrun-
rers’ 24-27 win over Simeon i a Ciass 7A quarterfinal. Love finished

with five caiches for 65 yards.

Love talked to Suburban Life sports
editor Joshua Welge about his big
game and his team’s next game with
Batavia. Here is an edited version of
the transcript.

Weige: You were down 14-6. Were you
worried?

Love: I knew we had Plenty of time.
Tknew we would flip the switch soon-
er or later. Once we did, we knew we
would get momentum on our side.

Welge: What hanpened on the punt
return?

Love: They kicked it right to me,
which was surprising, I saw a seam,
hit the hole and did my job. It was
definitely a big momentum-turner for
us. Everybody did their job to make
me successful. '

Welge: Sow much cf you guys antici-
pated this game with Batavia?

Love: For sure, we try not to look
ahead, but it’s kind of natural to look
ahead. Batavia is a good team with
history.

Welge: How well do you know them?

Love: Tknow of [linebacker] Michael
Jansey. I played with [wide receiver]
Nick Rempert in 7-on-7. I know they
have some pretty good guys watching
them on film.

Welge: Anything new on recruiting [Love
reopened [4is recruitment earlier this falll?

Love: I got a few recent offers, South
Dakota State and North Dakota State.
I'm still open. I'm not waiting on
anything specific. I'm just focused on
our season.

Sign up for breaking news and weather email & text alerts
and receive the Suburban Life morning update in your inbox.
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| Girls basketba

By JOSHUA WELGE
jwelge@shawmedia.com

The girls basketball season tips off
this week with many teams playing in
tournaments to start the year. Here’s

the outlook for area teams:
Glenbard East Ramis

COACH: Nicole Miller

2017-18 RECORD: 6-22

TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR  POS.
Sophia Moore Sr. G/F
Joselyn Molinar s, F/C
Hayden Dudek sr. F
Lauren Huber 50. G
Emily Ryan so. F
Brooke Hernandez so. G
Lisa Stranski jr. F
Denise Navar S0, C

/

Outleok: Miller is back on the side-
lines for her second stint as Rams
coach.

Moore is Glenbard East’s lone re-
turning starter. Molinar and Dudek
are two other seniors who are back.
Players to watch include Moore, Hu-
ber, Ryan, Hernandez, Stranski and
Navar.

“We have an inexperienced team at
the varsity level, but they have heart
and talent,” Moore said.

i Catholic Prep Knights
COACH: Kelsey James

2017-18 RECCRD: 11-18

TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR  POS.
Jaida Smith St. G
Jackie Lara S, F
Gabi Zanoni ir. G/F
Hannah Johnson  ir. G
Alia Johnson S0, G
Abi Wagner ir. G
Juanita Herrera sr. G
Claire Wagner fr. G

Outlook: The Knights graduated
hine seniors off a regional ciampion,
but have filled those spots with more
speed and knowledge of the game.
Smith, a 5-foot-5 point guard and IC-
CP’s leading scorer, has been play-
ing varsity basketball since she was
a freshman and sets the tone. Lara,
a 5-foot-9 post, is another leader. The

* Knights have installed a more complex

offense to spread the wealth. A ton of
speed should allow ICCP to generate
offense out of its defense.

“We are a younger team, but we are
looking to have a better outcome than
last year,” James said.

N

Sean King - For Shaw Media

Mentini’s Samantha Mitcheil attempts 2 3-pointer against Bolingbrook during a Class 4A
supersectional game last season at Lewis University in Romeoville.

Montini Lady Broncos

COACH: Jason Nichols
2017-18 RECORD: 34-3

TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR  POS.
Sam Mitchell st. G
Frankie Kokkines  sr. G
Sydney Prochaska  jr. G
Taris Thornson 0. G
Zoe MacKay Zacker sr. G
Taylor Charles fr. G/F

Tatiana Thomas  fr. F
Sophie Sullivan fr. G
Angelina Giordano  fr. G

Outlook: The Lady Broncos, who
came minutes away from winning
a Class 4A title, will have a different
look. Graduated are three starters, in-
cluding Suburban Life Player of the
Year Adliyah Patty. There is a solid
core back, joined by a dynamite fresh-
man class, four of whom will be among
Montini’s top nine players. Mitchell,
a UAB recruit, is Montini’s emotion-
al leader who can knock down shots.
Zacker has talent, but is a question
mark after three torn ACLs. Kokkines
can fill up a stat sheet, and Nichols is
hoping for more consistent shooting
from SIU recruit Prochaska. Charles,
6-foot-2, is a top 30 recruit nationally
in the Class of 2022 with offers from
Ilinois and Cal. Thomas is a great re-
bounder and defender with offers from
inois and DePaul. Sullivan is a crafty
lefty guard.

“Our seniors have to get us through
some tough opponents,” Nichols said.
“While these younger kids are good
and the potential is kind of scary, it’s a
process to get better.”

Fimothy Christian Trojans

COACH: Michele Strube
2017-18 RECORD: 20-10

TOP PLAYERS
NAME - YEAR  POS,
Jordyn Strube sr.
Sureya Alex 50.
Hannah Schuringa  so.
Lauren Gehrke st

oMo

Qutlcok: The Trojans advanced
to a sectional final last year, losing
to eventual Class 2A state runner-up
Harlan. They return just five players
- two of them starters. Two potential
starters were not able to come out.
That leaves a young group, with five
sophomores. Strube, a three-year var-
sity player, will be key. Always a good
shooter, she’s worked to get stronger
to rebound and get to the rim. Schur-
inga, a 5-foot-11 sophomore, is one to
watch. She scored 252 points as a fresh-
man and had a great summer. Another
sophomore, Alex, is ready to go after a
summer with the Rockets travel team.
The Trojans are hoping that Gehrke,
who advanced in the state’s 3-point
competition, can be a perimeter threat.

“We will be young, but we are quick,
we have height and we have girls who

Il: Teams take to the courts

play hard,” coach Strube said.

Willowhrook Warisrs

CCACH: Terry Harrell
2017-18 RECORD: 6-21

TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR
Katelyn McCann  sr.
Gracie Tumilty 50,
Stephanie Dasbach so.
K'aliyha Herron ir.
Maureen Schmid ~ st.

TeToo 3
)

Outlook: The Warriors return last
season’s two leading scorers, McCann
and Herron, along with Schmid, the
leading rebounder on last year’s-team.
Three sophomores, including Tumilty
and Dasbach, are expected to play
heavy minutes. Additionally, Annma-
rie Knudtson is expected to play a big
role this year.

“Although we will rely on young
players in the starting lineup, we ex-
pect to have a deep bench, which will
enable us to complete for the top spot
in conference,” Harrell said. “The West
Suburban Gold looks to be tough this
year with perennial favorite Proviso
East. Additionally, Downers Grove
South should be tough this season.”

York Dukes

COACH: Brandon Collings
2017-18 RECORD: 19-10

TOP PLAYERS )

NAME YEAR  POS.
Katileen Levins  sr, F
Kiah Rufus st. G
Emily Rohman sr. F
SaraKrissinger  jr, G
Carley Schwartz ~ jr. G
Kaitiyn Kjome 50, G/F
Sydney Molis 0. G/F
Bridget Los r. G
Sydney Fuglsang  jr. G

Outlook: The Dukes will be inexpe-
rienced. York graduated four of five
starters off last year’s team that took
second in the West Suburban Silver. Its
oiily returning starter, all-conference
shooting guard Matty Stark, tore her
ACL in the offseason and is out for the
vear. On top of that, York’s new start-
ing point guard, Rufus, will miss up to
six weeks with a recently discovered
stress fracture.

With five new starters, it’s a young
team, but talented, athletic and very
deep, and Collings thinks it can still
compete for the Silver title,

“We’ll look to pressure teams defen-
sively and push the ball offensively,”
Collings said.
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f foothali games

Class 5A semifinals
). 4 Montini (11-1) at No. 2 Steriing (i1-1)
. Saturday.

@ semifinals: Montini beat No. 13 Woodstock North 42-7, No.
21-17 and No. 16 Evergreen Park 54-7; Sterfing beat No. 15
-0, No. 10 Brooks 55-12 and No. 3 Rockford Bovlan 10-7.

fontini and Sterling are both in their 31st playoff appearance,

: Jast 26 consecutively. Six-time state champion Montini seeks
le-game appearance, Sterling its first.

d Sterling hoth rotate two quarterbacks in a spread set and all
row the football. Both are big on the offensive line, averaging
ounds. Each team tests the perimeter offensively and gets

space but takes pride in ground games that have far outpaced
eir foes. Montini took a Week 9 loss to Brother Rice. Sterling also
* 9, 35-7 to common foe Sycamore.

1game was Sterling’s sole playoff squeaker. Montini led

Park 48-0 at halftime, one of the Broncos’ two postseason
Itiinois-bound running back Nick Fedanzo ran for 100 yards to
eason total to 1,146 yards with 14 touchdown runs. Quarterback
2l has run for 673 yards, 8 touchdowns and completed 42 of

for 656 yards, 9 touchdowns. Quarterback Robert Brazziel, a

3, has thrown for 717 yards, 12 touchdowns. Montini has thrown
rception, while Broncos cornerbacks Scott West and Jermari

36 and 7 interceptions, respectively. West, Matt Ross and return
Zack Olson have caught between 3-5 touchdown passes apiece
ir Nate Muersch owns team highs of 26 catches, 402 yards, 8

18,

fensive ends Frank Conforti and 6-foot-4 Fred Stokes have made
tackies for loss and 9 and 10 sacks, respectively. Defensive

ick Peters has made 70 tackles, 15 for loss, 7 sacks. Linebacker
ruscianelli, a three-year starter, leads Montini with 122 tackles

* Swier has 100. Rover DiAndre Harris has come on to make 75
ontini averages 35 points gnd allows 9.

se has been a Montini focus and it'll be required Saturday.
‘erages 268 yards rushing, 102 passing behind the quarterback
>am Bailey and Cooper Willman, also the Golden Warriors®

wing rusher. Both quarterbacks have completed at least 64
their passes with Willman the better striking power with 687
sing, 9 touchdowns to 3 interceptions. Behind 6-5, 245-pound left
e Beyers and 6-6, 275-pound right tackle Jacob Capes, scathack
& has burst for 874 yards and 13 touchdowns, including Ster-

le touchdown last week. Bruce leads four players with at least
rushing, including Willman with 646, D.J. Johnson with 567 and
Villiams with 448 yards rushing, 13 touchdowns. When Sterling
ass Weston Sisson, Alek Duran and Dylan Bryant have been the
3, Sisson with 25 receptions for 422 yards, 5 touchdowns.

the Northern lllinois Big 12 West, Sterling averages 38 points

3 12. Coach Jonathan Schiemmer said the key is to win the line
age. If that happens, senior iinebacker Isaiah Ryan will rack up

d the offense will become more diverse.

plus-19 in turnover ratig, Sterling plus-17. Montini kicker West

n Warriors counterpart Eric Davila have made at least 90 percent
ra-point attempts and each have 1 field goal. Davila hit the

ner last week as time expired.

nent: The winner advances to the Class 5A championship game,
V. 24 atMemorial Stadium in Champaign, against the winner

lo. 1 Hillcrest (12-0) at No. 14 Joliet Catholic (8-4).

ing this weekend's
fi

Class 4A semifinals

No. 3 Richmond-Burton (11-1)
at Mo. 1 iC Catholic Prep (12-0)

m. Saturday.

hie semifinals: Richmond-Burton beat No. 14 Plano 42-0, No. 6
1gston 19-0 and No. 2 Coal City 17-14; IC Catholic beat No. 16
}, No. 9 Stillman Valley 31-0 and No. 5 Marengo 49-27.

wirst-year Richmond-Burton coach Mike Noll, who coached at
1nd Glenbrook South, leads the Rockets into their first semifinal
e since placing second in Class 4A in 2011. iC Catholic Prep
Krefft’s two-time defending Class 3A champion squad has won

t playoff games and 24 straight overall. There have been two
oes this season: Aurora Central Catholic, which ICCP beat 59-0
eat 17-8; and Marengo, which dealt the Rockets their sole defeat
waukee River Conference, 14-13 in Week 5.

7 points on average, up front defensively Richmond-Burton goes
3e-man line of 6-3, 270-pound Logan Grant, 5-11, 210 Dylan

4 and their sole two-way lineman, 6-4, 260 Kyle Curran. Line-
Iton Wood has made 91 tackles while linebacker Mike Kaufman
Rockets with 95 tackles. Linebacker Nick Legnaioli and defensive
n Bailey each have made 4 interceptions, defensive back Payton
th 3. A physical, collectively sound unit gets muitiple tacklers to
ichmond-Burton’s defense has helped the Rockets go plus-7 in
atio in the playoffs. Their defensive key here is not to aliow the big

primarily a ground-based, double-wing offense behind a
wverages around 6-1, 230 pounds. Kaufman has run the ball
s for 1,406 yards, 21 touchd_ovyns. Fullback Wood has run for

AAAAA TR,

Adamski, Glenbard West beat Waubonsie

Daily Herald Reports .

The improvement of Glenbard West’s
Niki Adamski on the basketball court is
clear to see — now even to her.

The 6-foot-1 senior is playing with eye
goggles for the first time.

“Ihat’s my magic power. I feel like a
new player,” Adamski said.

“I was pretty nervous to wear them. I
can’t put contacts in. They just pop out
$0, I was like, ‘You know what? I've got
to make the sacrifice and get some gog-
gles. They've helped me a lot. I've fin-
ished more. I can see the court now, so
it's great.”

On Thursday the Hilltoppers also saw
strides from Tuesday’s season-opening
loss. They used 21 unanswered points
in the first quarter to set the tone for a
58-45 victory at Waubonsie Valley,

- Glenbard West (1-1) trailed 5-1 and
missed its first four shots before the
scoring barrage that contributed to a
22-8lead at the end of the period.

“We like to think that our defense cre-
ates our offense,” Glenbard West coach
Kristi Faulkner said.

“We needed that run. It was a good
energy booster. We always talk about
coming out with a strong start. Wau-
bonsie Valley came out and made the
first couple shots. We got our legs and
energy back and we'll take those runs
anytime.”

Glenbard West junior Taylor Huff
had 15 points and 10 rebounds. Sopho-
more Maggie Stutelberg had 14 points,
Adamski had 11 points and 8 rebounds
and senior Katelyn Heller contributed 8
points. Stutelberg and Heller each had
two 3-pointers.

In the Warriors’ season opener soph-
omore Mykah Berkompas had 20
points with five 3-pointers. Sophomore
Lauren McKnight had 8 points and 5
rebounds.

During their scoring run the Hill-
toppers made 7 of 9 shots with 3s from
Stutelberg, Heller and senior Katie
O’Shea and 4 of 5 free throws over nine
possessions.

The Warriors missed seven shots and
had three turnovers, -

“It's tough. You can't let teams do
that,” Waubonsie Valley coach Brett
Love said. “You've got to come back
and score, but at the same time you
can't let them score. We didn’t follow
out scouting report.”

The victory had extra meaning to
Adamski. She and senior Jamiyah Tay-
lor also are AAU teammates for the I1ii-
nois Evolution with Love as their coach.
Each began playing for Love in eighth
grade.

“I've gotten a lot of help at West, but
(Love) introduced me to basketball and
showed me everything. It's really cool
that he got to see my improvement,”
Adamski said.

The Hilltoppers felt they used their

| inside attack better than the 65-58 loss

to Rolling Meadows in a rematch of last
year's regional final defeat.

Adamski and the 6-2 Huff hope to
complement each other this scason to
create a formidable inside attack. Both
also are team captains with Heller.

“I've improved sky rockets,” Adamski
said. “I put the time in. The confidence
is there. I feel like this season is a season
for me to step up as aleader.”

“She’s really worked in the off-sea-
son with her game,” Faulkner added.
“She’s really taken a leadership role as

" a senior. There's a lot more confidence.

She’s one of those players that works so
hard every day, every drill that we do.”
Berkompas, McKnight and Ahniya
Melton had all of the Warriors’ first-half
points. Glenbard West led 42-17 at half-
time and 50-20 early in the third quarter
before the Warriors chipped away.
— Bill Stone

Maine West 61, WW South 49;

Maine West senior Jocelyn Jacob says
that she has to be ready to contribute

no matter what the circumstances are.
“Wat anae thrasich my haad ic what

Giris basketbali roundup

PAUL VALAD E/pvalzde@dailyhernld.com
Glenbard West's Niki Adamski (33)
heads to the hoop past Waubonsie Val-
ley’s Iwiyisi Osaghae during Thursday
night’s girls baskethall game in Aurora.

quarters to deliver some key buckets to
squelch a Tigers comeback.

The Warriors started quick and
opened up an early 14-0 advantage,
succumbed to a WW South rally and
gave up the lead, then came back to
score a 61-49 win,

Six-foot-4 junior Angela Dugalic led
Maine West with 25 points, 8 rebounds
and 3 steals.

“You can't take anything away from
Wheaton,” de Marigny said. “They're
well-coached and ~disciplined. Just
because they got down, they weren’t
wringing their hands and saying it was
over. They did their job.”

Maine West took advantage of 11
WW South first-quarter turnovers to
lead 18-5 after eight minutes.

Then the Tigers rallied and when
Ellery Fahey hit two second-quarter
free throws, the score was 20-18 Maine
West.

“We got rattled,” de Marigny said.
“We didn’t do what we needed to do
with the ball. We panicked.”

“We finally started to shoot the ball,”
said Tigers coach Rob Kroehnke. “We
knew we could get back in it, but (the
Warriors) are a really, really good
team.”

Clinging to. a 2-point lead, Jacob

stepped in and hit two key buckets, one

a 3-pointer, to help Maine West extend
the advantage.

‘WW South took the momentum back
in the third quarter thanks to three
3-pointers from senior Mira Emma, and
ittook its first lead at 42-40.

Then Jacob connected from 3-point
range twice early in the fourth to give
the energy and the lead back to Mainie
West.

The Warriors opened an' 11-point
advantage on a 15-foot jumper from
Rachel Kent, and the Tigers couldn’t
catch up.

“You can’t give them that big of a
lead,” Kroehnke said of the Warriors’
14-0 beginning. “But at the start of the
fourth quarter, we were tied, we were
back in the game. It still comes down
to taking care of your possessions, and
we had three possessions late where
we didn’t get the shots we wanted, then
they come down and hit some shots
and it's an 8-point lead just like that.”

Emma led WW South with 16 points
while teammate Maria Dohse contrib-
uted with 8 points

— Bill Esbrook

Addison Trail 56, Fenten 46:

Brenda Berumen promised she wasn’t
all that tired after Thursday's girls basket-
ball game.

“We did a lot of conditioning, so we
were ready for this type of game,” the

Addicnn Trail weninr eaid

said. “When you're playing that pace,
it’s hard to slow it down after you beat it,
because we want to push the pace our-
selves. But that’s a little bit different kind
of pace than we want to play. We're ry-
ing to be a little bit more organized, where
this is less organized. We work on that in
practice, but it’s still hard to simulate that
ina practice situation.”

“It was way faster than we're used to.
But we got accustomed to it,” Berumen
added.

Berumen's 3-pointer was the only field
goal the Blazers converted in the first
quarter, and they totaled just 4 field goals
in the first half, Yet they went to halftime
with a27-24 lead,

“Luckily we hit our free throws,” said
Schader, whose team made 21 of 33
Thursday. “We were 6 of 14 Tuesday
night. But we came back and I think we
were 18 for 25 in the first half alone from
the free-throw line. It kept us in the game,
and we played well down the stretch.”

The Blazers took a 51-41 lead with 3:20
g{ play on-a layup by freshman Quiana

Berumen led all scorers with a person-
al-best 16 points. She also had 6 steals.

“She played great,” Schader said. “She
had a quiet 8 the other night, and she
played her butt off tonight, Il tell you
that. She plays hard on the defensive end.
They all play hard on the defensive end.
But she really got after it tonight and she
hit some big shots for us down the stretch
tonight.”

Meanwhile, Fenton coach Dave Mello
loved his team’s effort.

“I thought they played excellent. We're
really coming along,” he said, “.. We're
way ahead of last year.”

Isa Lozada scored 13 points to lead the
Bison (1-1), who made 8 of 49 3-point
attempts.

“Our 3-point shooting is not going yet.
We're not hitting for some reason,” Mello
said. “... I told them in there, we knock
down 14, 15 in a game and we're going to
blow somebody out.”

— Orrin Schy /

Wiliowbrook 76, West Chicago 12:

Terry Harrell says he wants his Wil-
lowbraok girls basketball team to hang
its hat on defense this season.

It's still very early but so far, so good.

Two days after holding Gienbard
North to 25 points, the Warriors tallied
14 steals in the first quarter alone on
their way to a 76-12 win over West Chi-
cago in a matchup at the Willowbrook
ThanKsgiving Invite,

Willowbrook (2-0) forced 30 tum-
avers for the contest and finished with
25 steals, a game-high seven from
Grace Tumilty.

“We have gitls that can shoot and girls
who can score,” Harrell said, “but there
are days where youwon't be making that
shot. Defense doesn’t go away. Ifwe play
defense like we did tonight, we will be in
games no matter who we play.”

After the Wildcats made a basket
to begin the scoring, the home team
went on a 33-1 run to end the opening
quarter. Katelyn McCann scored 17 of
her game-high 19 points in thé period,
knocking down a pair of 3-pointers. She
also contributed 4 steals.

“We've been saying that defense will
win us games,” McCann said. “Because
we are not the biggest team or the
strongest team, we have to play tough
defense. Getting those fast breaks off
our defense has really helped us. It has
gotten us the lead in these games.”

Cece Lizasuain and Stephanie Das-
bach added 13 points apiece for the
Warriors, who led 54-5 at the half. K’ali-
yha Herron also had 8 points and 4
steals. In all, 10 Willowbrook players
scored.

“It is really fun when we are all con-
tributing,” said Lizasuain, in her third
year on the varsity. “We are all hyping
each other up, even if we miss a shot.
1t's been so positive this year.”

West Chicago (0-2), which scored

50 noints in 2 season-anening Inss to
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‘chmond-Burton’s defense has helped the Rockets go plus-7 in
i in the playoffs. Their defensive key here Is not to allow the big

rrimarily a ground-based, double-wing offense behind a

verages around 6-1, 230 pounds. Kaufman has run the ball

for 1,406 yards, 21 touchdowns. Fullback Wood has run for

. 8 touchdowns with Legnaiolj at 363 yards, 4 touchdowns.

@ Jacob Huber earned the starting quarterback job Week 4 and

wds passing. Logan Hutson and Jake Bassett each have 11

. The Rockets get lots of mileage from punter Jimmy Horner
Legnaioli — 7 of 8 on field goals, including last week’s

to beat Coal City late — but Noll knows some balance will be

) win this game.

itholic’s defensive goal is to stop the run and force the pass. That

ont with 6-3, 310-pound Ricky Mysliwiec, 6-1 245 Kevin Akins,

Koby Reed and 6-2, 235 A.J. Howard; against more-balanced

1e Knights went with the sleeker Corties Draper at one defensive

re 6-0, 245 Michael Johnson may get some gap-plugging reps.

s Kevin Cooke and Dom Krepulec and safety Ryan Malek were

th 27, 15 and 11 tackles, respectively, but Krefft wasn't pleased

19 against Marengo, which was within 22-20 of the Knights late

half. That has been addressed.

Vay concern centers around Knights running back Kyle Franklin.

Tore scored 6 touchdowns as ICCP stats had him for 338 yards

2 most for any back in Krefft’s seven years. Quarterback Khalil

idded 79 yards rushing and though the passing game warmed

nst Marengo, Saunders threw a 34-yard touchdown pass to

n. Purdue-bound receiver and safety Khali Saunders is always

/n waiting to happen and Malek has 20 catches, while Lytton

with 26 catches and 461 yards, with 4 touchdowns, Finding

nand maintaining offensive balance are the keys for Krefft,

out 45 minutes of sleep Saturday before starting to prepare for

Burton.

ent: The winner advances to the Class 4A championship game,
23 at Memorial Stadium in Champaign, against the winner

). 4 Rochester (11-1) at No. 3 Bishop McNamara (11 1)

— Dave Oberhelman

§
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— Bill Stone

Maine West 61, WW South 49:

Maine West senior Jocelyn Jacob says
that she has to be ready to contribute
no matter what the circumstances are.

“What goes through my head is what
should I be, what will my role be,”
Jacob said. “I can’t be nervous, whether
(coach Kim de Marigny) puts me in or
not,  have to be ready.”

Thursday night against Wheaton
Warrenville South at the Schaumburg
Thanksgiving Invite, Jacob came off the
bench in both the second and fourth

Addison Trail 56, Fenton 46 I

Brenda Berumen promised she wasn’t
all that tired after Thursday’s girls basket-
e.

gamy

“We did a'lot of conditioning, so we
were ready for this type of game,” the
Addison Tra! senior said.

That helps explain why Addison Trail
defeated Fenton 56-46 in a Feriton/Addi-
son Trail Thanksgiving Tournament
matchup in Bensenville. Patience and
free-throw shooting also played major
toles for Addison Trail (1-1) against Fen-
ton's helter-skelter style.

“It's hard,” Blazers coach Rob Schader

“It is really fun when we are all con-
tributing,” said Lizasuain, in her third
year on the varsity. “We are all hyping
each other up, even if we miss a shot,
1t’s been so positive this year.”

West Chicago (0-2),” which scored
50 points in a season-opening loss to
Rockford Guilford, was' led by the 4
points of Shailee Patel,

“Wehave a ot of juniors and we are just
inexperienced,” said West Chicago coach
TJ. Nall “We have to figure out who we
are as a team and play together as a team,
And we played a very athletic tearn.”

— Scott Schmid
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To report scores:
5 D eportal ot to e Dy g . (20 1.
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:;:\, :avaymu (847) 427-4430, or faxing results to (800}
675-7708.

(12-0) 1p.m.

Game 29 *oflmm City-Melvin-Sibley (12-0) at Lanark
), 2 p.m.
30 — Maraz-Forsyth (12-0) at Decatur St. Teresa

Game 29 — Forreston (10-2) at Lena-Winslaw (11-1), 2
e N

{Game 30 — Camp Point Certre] (113} at Argenta-Oreana

Hoftman Estates Tournsment

Hampshire — Cermak 1 2-2
10-13; Dumoulin 2 0-0 6; Bowen

1

LAKE PARK 39, HOFFMAN ESTATES 38

werman 3
016, Gork 2 005 Jahnson 0 2-2 2, Totals 12 7-10 3,
Park — Thorne 1 0-0 3; Rogers 10 : WWS: a
12:25; Walker 10-02: Moy 2 0-06, Totals 15 3-6 39, AdStruebing, Koehke. MW: Jacob 3, Albo, Dugal
Hampshire 515 12 g3 : WWS: Dohse. ¢

n — Spencer 1 0.0 2, X
IHIS.ﬂndn‘glazﬂl)uu,M.MAIIer?!-Zﬁ.MIM\e‘III5-0 onant 0 8 9

& Koeknke 3 0-07. Totals 16910 49

Maine West — Kent 4 2-2 10; VanFlest 10-0 2; Reyes 3
%-l 8 élsﬂzng 2‘0-0 13; Albo 10-0 3; Dugalic 12 0-G 25,
5 Helne $2.210; Hagflng  Totls .
0121 Banorman WW So 523 14 74
B 16 8 194

Maine West
1-6 23; Dare  3-point baskets: WWS: Ruggles, Emma 4, Stebbins,
lic. Fouled

out:
iving Tournsment
Neles West 56, Oswego 45
‘GONANT 40, 5. FRANCTS 24
Gonant — Kaluturo 4 0-0 11; Chemiek 0 1-2 1; Romen
.0-1 0: Mazurek 3 1-27; DiSalvo 1 0-05; Anderson 0 0.3
); Shulman 5 0-0 11; Flaishaker 1 0-0 2; Oduocha 112
. Totals 116 3-8 40.
Francls — Cusiina 0 1-2 1; Rogdansti 0 2.6 2; el
iman 1 0-0 3; Dzlergbe 2 4-6 8; Fasang 1 0-0 2; Donoley
1-2 1; Wistet 20-0 5; DiRaimo 0 1-2 1; Mills 0 04 1.
otals 6 10-22 24.
13—
St. Francls 9 6 4 54
3-point baskets: C: Kakutury 3, Dialvo, Shulman, SF: Seil-
fiman, Wisted. Fouled out; No.

- Lake Park 7 10 12 10—
Fooihalt S-point baskets: H: Genmek, Hene 2, Heefing, Dumouin  York Thankagi

- ﬁm—‘*‘f Givls basketbal: Focor. LP: Thome, Rogers 2, Dare, Moy 2. Fouled out. _Tnity 5, Pospet 52

.
IHSA Semifinal palrings — R
Fenton Thanksg! Tournament

Saurtay's arres Thursday’s resuls Govion saemésaliing
Game 29— Brother Rice (12-0) at Marist (11-1), 1 p.m. D WEST 58, ONSIE VALLEY. FERTON. TRA
Game 30 — Lncoln-Way East (12-0) at Loola Acagomy~ C--NBAM o " TOHSE ATDISON THAL 46
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FASS 7R 140, Sutberg 8 -3 14, AMSKI 356 11; 0'Shen 1 9 1.5 G 2478, Bimingham 2 0-2 4, Johnson 3

mo 20— Batava (12-0) at Nozareth Acadeny, 1 pum, . 0-0.3 Yeagor D 0-2.0; Huft 5 4.5 15, Tt 18 1 .50 4.9, Koulogeorges 1 0-02, Beruman 6 3-4 16, Kulikows.

ame 30 — M. Garmel (11-1) at S, Chlos North 5 Waubonsle Vallay — Mofon 2 1-5 b | eroar 325 % Ki00-00,Kamide 0 0-00. Totals: 17 21-33 56,

- 1pm. " fartson 1 0-02: Osagnae 2.0-0 4; Berkompas 6 3-6 20; 2, K. Miler 0.0-0 0, Miano 1

LASS B nﬁm;ﬂgﬁgﬂgéi; McKnight 4 0-1 8; Abrams 1 002 ey

ams 23— Gary-Grove (12-0)at Nis Note Dame (10- 5 3 3, Milars 0.0-0 0, Luces 0 0-0 0, Arzols 2 0-0 4, Lozada

I 1 . b S T A 0

— Rii X -) . m. W 3 fausen 2 0-0 6, 00-00, 0-0 0. Totals: 16
aSgA Richards (12-0) at Crete- -Moneg (9-3), 2 p.m. Dol baskets: GW: Heler 2, Stitelberg 2, 0'Shea, Hufl, 6945 -

Game 29— Mantini(11-1) at Sterling (11-1), 2 p.m. WV Berkompas 5. Fouled out: Nore. Addison Teail

iame 30 — Hilcrest (12-0) at Joliet Cathollc Academy
4), 2p.m..

an
amo 20 — Richmond-Burton (11-1) at I athoi (12-
ame 30 — Rochestr (11-1) at Kankekeo MoNamara
1-1)2 pm,

), (12-0) at Herscher (8.4), 2
3ame 28 — Byron (12-0) at| 1er ), 2 p.m.
ame 50— Garénwle (12-0) at Monticsl (12.0). 2 p.m.
USSA

'

1MSA tvita

Wiktowbrook ]’MW’ Invite
Wllotrock 76, WostChicago 12
St Lawrence 35, Westmont 21

OTTAWA 38, TIMDTHY CHRISTIAN 27
Timothy Christian — Schuringa (16 pts, 19 rebounds).

¢
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DOWNERS GROVE SOUTH 51, Y0RK 48 (0T

10 11 11—a8 Downers South — Stapleton 2 4-4 10; Gislo 33-4 9; Gan-

point baskets: AT: Betumen. F: Hofing 2, Lozada 2, sehone 0-22, Grant 1 0-0 2; Andresen 1 0-0 3; Luken 7
Mitchell, Milang, M. Miller, Lira, Fouled out. None, 9-14 25. Totals 15 16-24 51

vm—mmsamsa-sla;mzuzmm 10-0

Schaumburg Thanksgiving Ciassic §; Krissinger 2 1-3 &; Kiome 2 4.6 8; Juneman 1 0- 2:

Evanston g?:m. Chan‘e:s Eaﬂs:ZY N Levins 2 2-6 6. Totals ll?’l'g«?ﬁ 48. &

MAINE WEST 61, WHEATON WARRENVILLE SOUTH 49

WW South — Ruggles 2 0-0 5; Emma 4 4-4 16; Fahey 0
2-22; Stebbins 21-2 6; Dohse 4.0-0 %A.Sﬁusﬁnv 122
&

W1 10 75
0

15 3 1 43
3-point basksts: DGS: Stapleton 2, Andresen, Lusken 2, v:
Schwartz, Krissinger. Fouled out: None,
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Addison Trai; fans might not only be'seeing Scouting report: Pitche
. a The DuPape Dozen double. It might look like triple or  the helm after spending
Goach: Brendan Lyons. Downerg Grove South me;o basketball layers in DuPage County quadruple because this is a roster  eight years at Lake Zuric
Lastyear: 11-20, 1-11, seventh  Coach: Kris Olson. : IR Sy 96 loaded with similar players. “We  the Bears won two regic
inthe West Suburban Gold; lost  Last year: 14-16, 4-8, tied ilame School fr. Pos. have so many players who are and last year's sectional
51-44 to Downers Grove South for fifth in the West Suburban Eric Cannon Waubonsie Valley Sr. G similar,” Latorre said. “It's going “Wq started in the sumn
s GCSETveAl Gl wewows r bl e
regional quarterfinals. Class 4A Addison Trail regional Colin Crothers Benat o€ difference-maker is Rush. who super excited,” Pitcher ¢
Top players: Adem Mehmeti, sr., ~ semifinals, Justin Eagins Downers Grove South ~ Sr G iast year averaged 15.9 points The Lancers are thin in ¢
G; 1. Daniels, sr., F; Ad. Cart-  Top players: Justin Eagins, Will Engels Benet [ and 5 rebounds before being lost  — Ellenbecker and Zaki
son, r., G; Robert Roszkiewicz, sr., G; Wes Hooker, sr., G; Tor the season due to a holiday be critical, though — so
so., F; John Baumgartner, sr., F;  Charlie Furman, sr., G; Kamonte Ethan“Hel wig o Sr i knee injury. His return adds a lean heavily on a junior ¢
Sheldon Aligood, sr., G; K'Vhon  Brown-Pog, sr. G; J.T. Jablonski,  Sema Henderzgu Downers Grove North  Sr. G huge boost to the backcourt, won 20 games at the so
Pounds, s, 6 Terry Thompson, ., C; Karolis Vaitkevicius, sr. G; :'la*as Masys gﬂelﬂox:dmg:st j g i lm:mi nw‘;tfcyne mﬁlinslgig?:?éﬁoﬂ
Sr., G. i ., G: jah Nelson . A s
. " T[mm_eoq Gamb!e, st G; Jakg e the point guard, also returning. team’s best shooter. Mo
Scouting report: Firston the to-  Dimovski, o, 6; Chris Gory,jr,  Evan Taylor Blenbard West SR Six-foot-six Isaacson and 6-5 Perry also saw varsity tit
gfo listis _er:smg: the b';‘;’ t‘fte F. ! ] Kendrick Tchoua Benet S F Quast, a third-year varsity was another major part
th: mn: 3 1 g Eje " Scouting report: Loaded with Tom Welch Napervilie North S F member, both gained extensive  year's sophomore team
s tien B‘thalf)t seasgn. i:"ef' backcourt talent and experience, post experience as sophomores  Sgarbossa and Perry wil
to ?n:fev{plm h:g n;n "‘]‘%e ?e?tlm the Mustangs eye the Gold and combined for 9 poinisand 7 the break in a faster-pac
ke ppen. title. Eagins, who last season guards in Enright and K ith rebounds. “This is one of those offense. “There will be a
o W gave away SOme gaMeS  ayerageq 16,9 points and hit 83 guars in Enright and Keith, teams where we're going to have  close games,” Pitcher, *
fast year,” Lyons said. “Our 3-pointers, Hooker, athree-year  Glerhard North Who averaged a combined 5.1 "L the different pieces  to make sure we’re com
seniors dor't want thatt happen  yarsity member who added 12.2 Coach: Joe Larson assists. Keith, Enright and the oo 'soether » Latorre said, with the system and eac
again.” Mehmetiretums fora — pouc e e e just the ’ i 6-3 Powers all averaged 6 points;
third varsity season after last year  gyay ) think we're much deeper ~ Last year: 0-27, 0-16, ninth in Powers, Pyle, Cade Hardtke and )
ane(r;a?‘ljng :1 gonn\ii Daniels, ilr:j than last year, especially inthe  the DuPage Valley; lost 71-42 to 6-8 Harrington all shot around 46~ Liinsdale South Lisle
aixGold selection, also averaged 1, oy t,” Olson said. Eagins is ~ Bartlett in the Class 4A Bartlett i iS ex- : .
11 points. Carlson got a bunch ackcou ald. tag percent. Scoring balance is ex: Coach: Brett Moore. Coach: Mark LaScala.

of experience starting six games
atthe point as a sophomore;
Three significant newcomers are
Aligood, an Oak Park transfer,
Pounds, a Noble Street transfer,
and Roszkiewicz, a sophomore,
That gives the Blazers experience
and depth in the frontcourt and
backcourt. “This is a group that's
worked hard and stuck with it for
four years,” Lyons said. “We’re
‘'going to rely a lot on our seniors.”

Benet

Coach: Gene Heidkamp.

Last year: 27-5, 8-1, second

in the East Suburban Cathalic;
lost 53-46 to Larkin in the Class
4A Northern llinois University
supersectional.

Top players: Will Engels, sr., F;
Colin Crothers, jr., C; Kendrick
Tchoua, st., F; Charlie Dollard,
st., G; Liam Tomshack, sr., sr.,

F; Trevor Casmere, sr., F: Shane
0'Mara, sr., F, Ben Hickey, sr., G;
Drew Eschenbach, sr., F,
Scouting report: Get ready for
a10th straight 20-win season,
another run at the ESCC title and
another deep postseason run,
With the return of Engels, who
averaged 17 points i last year’s
sectional, 6-foot-7 Crothers for a
third varsity season and Tchoua,
a transfer from Maryland, it's
looking like another up year for
the Redwings. “It's going to come
down to how we come together,”
Heidkamp said. “We have a iot
of ability, but that’s not all that
matters.” Engels, already strong
as a junior, will be one of the
area’s most improved players
who can play the point or the
wing. Crothers is a dominant post
and 6-7 Tchoua, who’s attracting
Division | attention, immediately
vaulted onto the list of the state’s
iop senior players. Dollard is solid
at the point while Tomshack and
Casmere can knock down 3s.
Benet's as deep as it is talented.

Gawners Grove North
Coach: Jim Thomas.

Last year: 13-13, 4-8, tied for
fifth in the West Suburban Silver;
lost 62-44 to Geneva in the Class
4A Naperville North regional
semifinals.

Top players: Sema'j Henderson,
sr., G; Trey Boston, sr., G; Connor
llyavi, sr., G; Collin Reed, sr.,

G, Scott Jakobsze, sr., F; Drew
Cassens, jr., F; Mike Panico, sr.,
F; Noah May, sr., F.

Scouting report: Few teams
can match the Troians’ talented

stronger and more athletic, and
Hooker’s shooting has improved.
Brown-Poe didn’t play last year
due to injury, Gamble is a transfer
from Proviso West and Dimovski
comes from Timothy Christian.
The Mustangs are thinner on
experience in the post, although
6-foot-8 Jablonski and Gory are
agood start. “We have our top
few scorers, but we'll also have
a bunch of guys who are going to
score 6 to 8 points,” Olson said.
“This could be a special group.”

Fenton

Coach: Chaz Taft,

Lastyear: 6-20, 1-11, tied for
sixth in the Metro Suburban
Blue; lost 51-41 to Proviso West
ina Class 4A Fenton regional
quarterfinal,

Top players: Diamon King, jr., F;
Andre Reed, jr., G; Marcus Rule,
0., G; Ivan Sosa, jr., G; Gerrell
Wilson, so., C.

Scouiing report: After a two-
year hiatus the Bison will host the
31st Chuck Mitchell Thanksgiving
Tournament, an eight-team field
including Montini, West Chicago
and Wheaton Warrenvilie South,
Fenton, which benefits by shifting
1o the Metro Suburban Red,
offers the odd duality of youth
and experience. Rule returns

as point guard and the:6-2 King
returns averages of 9.7 points
and 7.6 rebounds. “Those two
guys are ready to take this thing
over,” Taft said. Reed and Sosa
also started some games, Sosa
averaging a team-high 1.9 steals.
The 6-5 Wilson adds some
fieight. Fenton always plays hard
but must reduce last season’s
23-turnover average and identify
who takes the big, crunchtime
shot after the graduation of top
scorer Amari Reed, Andre’s
brother. “I think that's where we
need to get better,” Taft said, “is
those pressure situations.”-

Glenbard East

Goach: Scott Miller.

Last year: 11-16, 5-5, tied for
third in the Upstate Eight Valley:
lost 45-42 to Wheaton North

in a Class 4A Bartlett regional
quarterfinal,

Top players: Deon Cook, r,G
Antonio Davis, sr., F; Ladaylin
Dew, jr., F; Mitch Glennon, sr., F;
DaRon Hall, jr., G; Jake Huisman,
st., G; Jeremy Johnson, sr.,

G; Mashar Lewis, sr., G; Alijah

Malann ir £ Anthnane Chanbac

regional quarterfinals.

Top players: Kimeli Chepyator,
sr., F; Jimmy Zay, sr., G; Brandon
Cole, jr., F; Angelo Cusamano, ir,
F; Jaheim Edmond, jr., F; Rory
Hills, jr., G; Jordan McQuarter,
jr., G; Sean Laherty, jr., F; Kobe
Jamison, jr., G.

Scouting report: With such little
experience returning, it's tough
1o say how much improvement
the Panthers will see. Bolstered
by a talented junior class, though,
things are looking up. “The junior
class has some potential, but it
needs to be developed a littie
bit,” Larson said. “They need to
grow up fast.” What experience
does retumn is from a pair of
seniors — Chepyator and Zay,
who started some games late
last season, After that the group
is new to varsity competition.

A rotation of about eight to 10
players will allow the Panthers

1o be up-tempo and press on
defense with hopes of creating
points in transition. Glenbard
North also has post potential in
the halfcourt with 6-foot-4 Cole
and 6-2 Edmond. “We want to
puish the ball up the court and
take advantage of our depth and
athleticism,” Larson said. “That’s
how we'll be able to compete,”

Glenbard South

Coach: Wade Hardke.
Lastyear: 11-16, 7-5, tied for
third in the Metro Suburban
Blue; lost 38-21 to St. Francis in
aClass 3A St. Francis regional
semifinal,

Top playeis: Kevin Enright, sr.,
G; Cade Hardtke, s0., G; Cole
Hardike, sr., F; Ryan Harrington,
sr., C; Tavion Keith, sr. G; Tommy
Powers, sr. F; Nick Plaso, jr., G;
Spencer Pyle, sr., C.

Scouting report: Between the
District 87 tournament, Glenbard
West's Holiday Classic and now
playing in the Upstate Eight
Conference the Raiders play only
two Class 3A opponents, That's
good playoff prep but until then
Glenbard South will be in a battle
most every game. They'll field
alineup coach Hardtke called
“potentially one of the better
ones we've had here.” He's got
basically two returning point

pected particularly after graduate
Brandon Whiteside led in scoring
24 of 27 games. “They have the
mentality to share the basketball
as well,” Wade Hardtke said.

Glenbard West
Coach: Tim Hoder.

Lastyear: 15-12, 6-6, fourth in
the West Suburban Silver; lost
54-51 to Naperville Central in the
Class 4A Addison Trail regional
semifinals.

Top players: Evan Taylor, sr.,
G-F; Gaden Phillips, sr., F: Carter
Lindstrom, sr., G; Ethan Graff, sr.,
F; Corey Witliams, sr., F; Griffin
Foster, sr., G; Matthew Gertzen,
sr., F.

Scouting report: With Southern
lllinois-bound Taylor leading the
way, the Hilltappers will be a
threat to beat every team on their
schedule. A third-year starter,
Taylor averaged 18 points and 7
rebounds as a junior. “We know
what he's capable of doing, and
we’re going to lean on him a fot.”
Hoder said. “But if we're going te
be successful we need others to
step up.” Six-foot-six Phillips is
the perfect post complement to
Taylor on the wing. He averaged
9 points and 6 rebounds,
Lindstrom, a good 3-point
shooter, is going to be counted
on to handle the ball more with
returning starter Kyle Dell out
for the season with a leg injury.
Graff and Williams bring size and
versatility to the Jineup. Foster
and Gertzen add needed depth to
the backcourt. “Evan’s not going
to be sneaking up on anyone this
season,” Hoder said. “We need
everyone pitching in.”

Ninsdale Central

Coach: Nick Latorre.

Last year: 10-18, 4-8, tied for
fifth in the West Suburban Silver;
lost 69-50 to Naperville North

in the Class 4A Naperville North
regional semifinals.

Top players: Matt Rush, St G;
Danell Nicholson, sr., G; Justin
Bradshaw, sr., G; Ryan Isaacson,
Jr., F; Charlie Lyne, sr., G; Mac
Quast, jr., F; Charlie Parse, sr., 6;
Scott Bitautas, sr., G.

Scouting report: Red Devils

Lastyear: 21-7, 10-2, first in the
West Suburban Gold; lost 61-56
to Willowbrook in the Class 4A
Hinsdale South regional final.

7op players: Aaron Tims, jr., F;
Billy Durkin, jr., G; Lukas Rainys,
sr., G; Daeshawn Amy, jr., G:
Jason Williams, jr., G; Kendall
Martin, so., G; Patrick Savage,
sr., F; Nate Dahms, sr., G
Scouting report: For years

the Homets have leaned on
adominant post presence to
power their offense. Things have
changed. They still have size with
6-foot-7 Tims, but it's different.
This Hinsdale South team will be
much more up-tempo. “We're
going to spread teams out and
take advantage of our shooters,”
Moore said. “We’re going to

get (Tims) the ball all over the
court, not just in the post.”

Tims averaged 6 points and 4
rebounds as a sophomore and
has rounded out his game quitea
bit. Same with Durkin, who hit 30
3-pointers. Beyond that duo the
Hornets need to get up to varsity
speed. Rainys was in the rotation,
but most other players are new.
That includes Martin, a transfer
from Fenwick. It'l take time to
learn a new offense, but by the
playoffs the Hornets could be
dangerous. “We have the talent
to be good,” Moore said. “We'll
be tough once we figure it out.”

iG Cathoiic

Coach: T.J. Tyrrell.

Last year: 20-10, 7-5, tied for
third in the Metro Suburban Blue;
lost 53-29 to Orr in the Class 2A
Timothy Christian sectional final.

Top players: Dom Gaudio, jr.,
G-F; Zach Jordan, jr., G; Chaunc-
ey Lee, jr., G; Khali Saunders, sr.,
F; Rashad Sbeih, jr., G.

Scouting report: The Knights
have three seniors after gradu-
ating nine and players will trickle
in after the usual long football
playoff run. “That's a challenge
we're used to,” said Tyrrell,
whose 114-60 record after

six years shows it hasn’t been
probiematic. Strong, athletic 6-4
Purdue football recruit Saunders
may not play “if Purdue says
no,” Tyrrell said. if it says yes
the transition game benefits via
rebounds and breakouts, Either
way there are reasons for long-
haul success. Wojtalewicz, a 6-4
back-to-the-basket post, has
progressed after a sophomore
year in which he played in all 30
aames: Jordan's outside shooting

Last year: 20-10, 9-2, s
the Interstate Eight Conf
lost 40-31 to Senecaiin !
2A Lisle regional final.

Top players: Elisha Bas:
sr., G-F; Damian Guerres
F; Demetrius King, jr., G;
Kowal, sr., C; Jay McGra
G-F; Connor Nigro, r., G:
Raineri, jr., F; Connor We
G.

Scouting report; Four o

season’s fop-seven retu
McGrath, Webb, Basnigt
Kowal. After that depth z
trouble are concemns. A
scorer last season along

Basnight, McGrath wilt b
wherever he's asked to |
Webb added strength an
shooting plus college loc
a6-4 point guard. McGri
64 3s last season, whict
open things up for the sk
Basnight or 6-5 Kowal in
quick King will aid LaSce
goal to tum defense into .
Lisle plays 10 games the
two weeks and has man

coming off a long footba

but last season the Lions
16 straight wins starting

holidays. “Depth is going
an issue, but I'l put our t
against any 2A team intl
or the conference,” LaSc

Metea Valley
Coach: Matt Walpole.
Lastyear: 16-12, 9-7, i
the DuPage Valley Confe
lost 71-46 to Willowbroo
Class 4A Hinsdale South
semifinal,

Top players: Veonte Bal
F; Maurice Barnes, sr., F
Helwig, sr., G-F; Manny |
Tahj Morgan, so., F; Erne
sr., G; Jens Petersen, sr.
Jackson Tan, sr., G,

Scouting report: Three-
starters Hess and Helwic
as a junior after hitting 6
averaging 15.8 points, le
Mustangs into the new C
only eight league games
has improved his midran
and added hops to bettel
his accurate jumper, Hes
high was 12 points, but t
Metea in rebounds, bloct
assists with a program-r
11 assists against WW S
An athletic 6-1, Morgan |
be a similar do-it-all type
Tan draws the point guai

T [
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lest, sr., G.

report: Lozano

Daryl Thotnas, who

*h 28 of 3 heart attack.
auch rather still be
more coach with him
here,” Lozano said.
iat, a loaded schedule,
all run and point guard
‘hompson’s transfer
irook, Montini has a
diverse roster. Tough
Banks-Wall counter
rans and Gatewood, a
‘ho scored 35 in a game
n for the 19-4 sopho-
okes rebounds, fellow
starter Morrill.hits the
ing Thompson’s handles
ints a game is key but
uld maintain tempo
1se Thomas would

1. “I'm looking forward
ining coach Thomas’

y and keep building
tarted,” Lozano said.

lle Central

ste Kramer.

+20-10, 10-6, tied

1 the DuPage Valley
se; lost 61-49 to Benet
35 4A Addison Trail
nal.

yrs: Chris Conway,
1eron Dougherty, jr.,
Thorne, sr., G; Sam
50., G; Patrick Zeng, sr.,
ys, sr., F; Matt Murphy,
¢ Suda, jr., F.

report: The Redhawks
the most intriguing
uPage County. In
Jreturning two of the
 juniors — Conway and
1 — standout football
10me and Jackson

3 play basketball this
We're going to be a

m, but we have talent,”
id. “It'll be interesting
vwe grow up.” A

ineup may be three
sophomore and Thorne,
€am capable of winning
foot-nine Conway holds
en Division | scholarship
'r a fremendous

1, while Dougherty is
“last season averaging
Thome is a talented
shooter and Jackson

‘e going to the hasket.
Stys deepen the

.. Murphy and Suda do

in the frontcourt. “I like -

e have,” Kramer said.
)d group.”

lie North

ane Nolan.

:26-3, 15-1, firstin

1e Valley Conference;

} to Willowbrook in the
ilenbard East sectional

*rs: Tom Welch, sr., F;
ana, sr., G; Braxton

G; Myles Barry, jr., G;
shmeier, jr., G; Riley

1, jr., G; Mike Imhoff,

1t Johnson, so., F; Liam
kN
report: After a

I run at Marist, where
RedHawks to six

tles, Nolan takes over
18’ program following
18’ retirement. “There’s
be finding out about

as the season goes
Jlan said. “There are

2 alot of opportunities
The most opportunities,

Scouting report: With three
sophomores and 10 new faces
Sutton feels “like we're starting
over.” It's not bad to start with
Poulakidas, who made 34 3s

on 40-percent arc shooting

and averaged 7.2 points. He’s
now 6-foot-4, 180 pounds, has
broadened his skills and has
offers from Illinois-Chicago and
Southem Hlinois. “Last year he
was a 3-point specialist, but
now he's a scorer,” said Sutton,
407-190 at Neugua. He believes
point guard Navarro may be the
most improved Wildcat and likes
the 6-4 Davis' overall game from
perimeter to post. Neuqua is solid
dribbling, passing and shooting
but fields little experienced height
other than the 6-4 Blazek, so
rebounding is a concern as is
varsity-ready defense. It may
take time to jell but Neuqua
should improve over time. “It's a
pretty skilled team,” Sutton said.

St. Francis

Coach: Erin Dwyer.

Last year: 15-18, 5-3, fourth
inthe Chicago Catholic League
White; lost 51-47 to Rockford
Boylan in the Class 3A Woodstock
North sectional semifinals.

Top players: Danny Blank, jr.,

G; Mike Cascella, sr., G; Sean
Connelly, sr., G; Patch England,
sr., F; Ryan French, jr., G; Marcus
Ingold, sr., F; Nick Kosmetatos,
sr., F; Robert Nosek, jr., F; Jake
Tangorra, jr., G; Bryce Walker, jr.,
F; Eric Welch, jr.

Scouting report: As indicated -
above the Spartans should go
atleast 10 deep, and they have
the versatility to go small or big.
Cascella, who last season hit 55
3-pointers, leads returners at 9
points a game; lettermen such as
Blank, Kosmetatos and England
look to add more. St. Francis

can play 6-8 Walker, 6-6 Nosek
and 6-5 England and also scrap
with Cascella, Connelly and the
physical Ingold. Moving from the
Chicago Catholic League to the
Metro Suburban Blue, St. Francis
retains a grueling schedule that
includes games at the United
Center and Sears Centre. This
group of muktisport juniors and
seniors should mesh well. “To
me,” Dwyer said, “it always
comes back to taking care of the
ball and playing good defense,

Timothy Christian

Coach: Scott Plaisier.

Last year: 22-6, 11-1, first in the
Metro Suburban Red; lost 54-45
1o IC Cathofic in the Class 2A
Guerin regional final.

Top players: Jack Baldridge,
jr., G; Justin Baez, sr., G; Chris
Brooks, sr., G; Josh Harris, so.,
G-F; Danardo Jones, sr., F-C;
Matt Owens, r., G; A.J. Vos, jr.,
G-F. :

Preszason Top 20
Team Gomment
1. Benet {27-5) Bolstered by Tchoua transfer

2. West Aurora (25-5)
3. St Viator (24-6)

4. York (17-12)

5. South Elgin (16-13)

6. Willowbrook (26-6) 1

Walker, Brown form talented backcourt
Pair of D- guards make l.ions a 3A favorite
Just about everyone back for Dukes
Miszkiewicz, Montgomery return

Warriors’ winning ways will continue

7. Schaumburg (11-17) Trotter and the Hodges lead the Saxons
8. Carmel (19-12) 4 starters back from regional titte team
9. Fremd (17-13) Hopkins leads Vikings

10. Downers Grove N. (13-13) Great backcourt with Henderson, Boston
11. Naperville Central (20-10) Thome, Jackson big additions

12. Dundee-Crown (10-20)
13. Hersey (9-18)

Six players back from regional title team
Huskies return 7 players for new coach

4. Waubonsie Valley (13-18) Cannon, Skeete lead 4 players back

15. Lake Zurich (26-8)
18. Prospect (22-6)

New coach has plenty back
Knights have won 20-pius 2 straight years

17. Downers Grove S. (14-16) Eagins can score from anywhere

18. Genava (19-13)
19. Wheaton North (16-13)
20. Batavia (21-9)

Scouting report: Last season the
Trojans won their most games
since 2009-10 and a conference
title but didn’t attain their third
goal, a regional title, “the one
we really wanted,” Plaisier said.
They'll get back after it behind
returning starters Baez and the
all-conference Owens among a
well-rounded lineup surrounding
the 6-7 Jones, a dunk contest
natural. Owens, who hit six 3s
with 27 points against Peoria
Christian, leads retumers with
9.6 points a game. The Trojans
will probably work by committee
to replace the combined 25
points of graduated post Brandon
Orange and wing Mike Thomas,
plus Ty Merrick’s playmaking.
After Owens, Baez and defensive
bulldog Brooks it’s a pretty new
look, though players like 6-4
swingman Harris are ready for a
shot. “They like to play up-tem-
po, and they like to play with
intensity,” Plaisier said.

Waubonsie Valley
Goach: Jason Mead.

Last year: 13-18, 6-10, sixth in
the DuPage Valley Conference;
lost 60-35 to West Aurora in the
Ciass 4A Plainfield South regional
semifinals.

Top players: Eric Cannon, sr.,

G; Kenan Collier, sr., G; Cole
Gregorio, sr., F; Patrick Hogan,
sr., F; Nikhil Khanna, sr., F;
Mason Marinelli, jr., G; Derrien
Porter, sr., G; Marcus Skeete, r.,
G-F; Ben Schwieger, so., G-F;
Caymen Woods, sr., G-F.
Scouting report: The Warriors
return four starters including 6-5
all-conference forward Skeete
and Cannon, a two-time all-DVC
point guard. In 2017-18 Cannon
hit 80 3s, averaged 14.3 points
and 1.6 assists and looks to ex-
pand his game to the rim. Porter
and the 6-5 Woods cach were

solid playmakers, and Skeete put

McDonald, Mascari make a dangerous duo
Reng leads exparienced crew
Seven players still on the gridiron

up 10.6 points, 5.6 rebounds a
game. The experienced Khanna,
Gollier and Gregorio lend a variety
of skills. Hogan, at 6-6, and 6-4
Schwieger add height and length,
For Mead, this team’s potential is
based on selflessness, trust, con-
sistency and focus that translates
to things like shot selection and
team defense. “We're going to
have to win battles by being good
teammates,” he said.

West Chicago

Coach: Bill Recchia.

Last year: 9-17, 1-9, sixth in the
Upstate Eight Valley; lost 68-55 to
DeKalb in the Class 4A Hinsdale
South regional quarterfinals.

Top players: Jonny Bey, jr.,

G; Matt Brotnow, jr., F; Raed

Haroon, jr., G-F; Christian

Krahenbuhl, jr., F; isaac Nelson,

st., G; Sam Ricci, sr., G-F; Jordan

Wilkins, sr., G. .
Scouting report: The
Wildcats have depth sur-
rounding point guard Nelson,
the 6-4 Ricci and Jordan, who
they will lean an heavily. All
three bring two seasons of
varsity minutes if not starts,
and offer senior leadership
that, Recchia said, “can’i be
measured.” West Chicago
will miss graduated guard
Jason Gimre, the program’s
all-time 3-point leader, but
Ricci, Jordan and returning
assists and rebounds leader
Nelson averaged between
12.4 to 9 points. Haroon can
spot up and shoot; Bey should
add spark after missing more
than half last season to a
knee injury. West Chicago
had a good summer, but
the Upstate Eight is a tough
league. The Wildcats will
counter overall lack of height
with fundamentals. “If we're
playing within ourseives and
doing things right it could lead

to a successful season for
us,” Recchia said.

Westmont
Coach: Craig Etheridge.

Last year: 17-11, 6-5, fifth in the
Interstate Eight Conference; lost
50-47 to El Paso-Gridley in the
Class 2A EI Paso-Gridley regional
semifinals.

Top players: Caden Anderson,
sr., F; Ishmay Kone, sr., F; Matt
G'ieary, sr., F; Alex Pietrzak, jr.,
G; Troy Schiicher, sr., G; Michael
Thompson, sr., F; Jaden West,
sr., G-F.

Scouting report: Etheridge is five
wins from 300. Four three-year
starters off the Sentinels’ best
season since 2011-12, including
1,000-point scorer Anderson,
might get that done quick. “One
of the best in school history,”
Etheridge said, four-year starter
Anderson averaged 12.9 points,
6 assists and heads what

should be a balanced scoring
effort including 3-point shooter
Schlicher, banger Thompson and
assists leader 0’Leary, all around
8 points a game last season. The
coach believes Pietrzak is due
for a breakout, and the athlgtic
West and Kone give Westmont as
strong a core group as any in the
Interstate Eight. Lack of height
places an emphasis on rebound-
ing, but this is a group groomed
for this season. “We’ve been
building this for the last couple of
years,” Etheridge said.

Wheaton Academy
Goach: Steve Thonn,

Last year: 20-7, 10-2, tied for
first in the Metro Suburban Blue:
lost 66-51 to St. Francis in the
Class 3A St. Frangis regional
final.

Top players: Gerald Blackmon,
sr., G; Marcus Butt, jr., G; Jack
Dykema, sr., G; Justin Hocker, sr.,
G; Bryson Mitchell, jr., G; Sebastian
Pares, sr., F; Steven Ryan, sr., F;
Max Schamowski, jr., F.

Scouting report: Switching to
the Metro Suburban Red, the
Warriors will vie for the title.
Some experienced players — .
sadly not senior.guard Jimmy
Paganis, out with a knee injury a
second straight season — bring
shooting, height and fength that
could turn defense to offense.
Bult, 6-4, is the sole returning
starter, but 6-4 Pares and 6-2
Dykema were regulars. Pares av-
eraged 5 points, 4 rebounds; Bult
averaged 9.5 points and he and
Dykema hit at least 40 percent
from 3-point range. Keys will be
handling the ball and replacing all
that graduates Jayston' Williams
and J.D. Gunn did, which was a
lot. “Though we have to replace
quite a bit of scoring from last
year,” Thonn said, “! think these
guys are in position to do that.”

Wheaton North

Goach: Dave Brackmann.

Last year: 16-13, 10-6, tied
for third in the DuPage Valley
Conference; lost 53-37 to WW
South in the Class 4A Bartlett
regional semifinals.

Top players: Deng Reng, sr.,
F; Matthew Brend, sr., G; Jacob
Schauer, sr., G; Garrett Homer,

- roataana -
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WW South

Coach: Mike Healy.

Last year: 23-7, 13-3, second in
the DuPage Valley Conference:
lost 45-42 to Bartlett in the Class
4A Bartlett regional final,

Top players: Jeff Kratz, sr., G;
Joe Ives, sr., G; Chase Keating
sr., G; Matt Scherrman, sr., G;
Owen Struebing, sr., G; Jackson
Fischer, sr., F; Colin Rachford,
sr., G; Jason Haw, jr., F; Ben
Bastian, jr., G; Dorian Howard,
sr., F; Declan Ermer, sr., F.

Scouting report: The Tigers will
tryto keep their momentum go-
ing despite two straight years of
big graduation losses. “We don't
have a lot of experience back, but
we had a pretty good summer,”
Healy said. “We might have to
be a little more creative in how
we do things.” Kratz, last year's
sixth man, is the only player
returning significant varsity time.
Last year he averaged 4.7 points
Wwhile making 25 3-pointers at a
50-percent rate, Ives, Rachford
and Scherrman, another 3-point
shooter, help balance the scoring,
but the Tigers will win with
another stout defensive effort.
Six-foot-seven Howard, Fischer
and Ermer provide that effort in
the post. The competitiveness

of a half dozen footbali players
will help. “They're inexperienced
right now but they’re hungry,”
Healy said. “Once we get some
experience, | like this group.”
Willowbrook

Goach: Chris Perkins.

Last year: 26-6, 9-3, second
in the West Suburban Gold; lost
67-40 to Benet in the Class 4A
Glenbard East sectional final,

Top players: Matas Masys, sr.,
G; Everett Stubbiefield, jr., G;
Scott Tumilty, sr., G; Jack Hines,
sr., G; Charlie Flak, sr.,. F; Levi
Bentsen, sr., G; Sam Tumilty, jr.,
G; Deandre Holliday, jr., G; Isaac
Gaines, jr., G; Brenton Jones,

ir., G.

Scouting report: After notching
50 wins the last two years, the
Warriors expect to add a lot
more. Despite the graduation of
four starters, there’s plenty of
reason for optimism. “| still feel
like we return a good amount

of talent,” Perkins said. “I have
confidence with this group, even
with a tougher schedule.” The
backcourt should be phenomenal
with Masys, in his fourth varsity
season, Stubblefield and Scott
Tumilty. Last season Masys
averaged 11.8 points and hit 67
3-pointers. Stubblefield helped
vault the Warriors to the sectional
final while averaging 10.5 points
and hitting 26 3s in 13 games.
Scott Tumilty and Bentsen
combined for another 31 3s, and
there’s more perimeter shooting
on the way with Sam Tumilty
and others. This team will fly
down the court in transition and
pressure every inch of it.

York

Goach: Vince Doran.

Last year: 17-12, 7-5, tied for
second in the West Suburban
Silver; lost 52-49 to River-
side-Brookfield in the Class 4A
Curie regional semifinals.

Top players: Nick Kosich, sr., G;
John Milling, sr., G; Erik Cohn,
sr., G; Sam Walsh, sr., F; Nate *
Shackey, jr., G; Mike Pedote,
sr.. G: Jeff Grace, so., G; Hassan
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Addison Trait

Coach: Rob Schader

Last year: 12-16 overall, 2-10
sixth place in West Suburban
Gold, lost to Glenbard West in the
regional semifinals.

Top players: Serena Gilliam,

sr., C; Brenda Berumen, sr., G;
Angelina Carreras, sr., 6; Joanna
Garay, sr., G; Klaudia Kulowski,
sr., C; Natalie Obrzut, sr, G;
Karime Martinez, sr., G; Mia
Johnson, so., C; Quiana Birming-
ham, fr., G.

Scouting report: After 4 subpar
season due mainly to inexpe-
rience, the Blazers should be
coming of age this year. Schader
has a lot of weapons and the
group developed cohesiveness
with a strong summer league
performance. “Confidence

is high. We're guick, we can
handle the ball and our up-tempo
offense will keep us in games.”
Gilliam is an all-conference
caliber player, and the crafty
Carreras is a heady floor leader
and a great ballhandler at point
guard, Others must step up as
scorers. The Blazers can go nine
or 10 deep with kids who saw

a lot of floor time last year, “We
can be .500 or better,” Schader
said.

Benet

Coach: Joe Kilbride.

Last year: 28-5, 7-0, first in the
East Suburban Catholic Confer-
ence; lost to Montini in a Class 4A
sectional final.

Top players: Kendall Holmes,

ir., G; Ashley Konkle, sr., F: Clara
Prasse, sr., G; Lindsey Rogers, jr.,
F; Brooke Schramek, jr., F.

Scouting report; It's not hard
to imagine Benet as a state
championship contender again
this season. The Redwings count
three Division | commits and six
more players being recruited by
Division | colleges. That doesn't
even count Prasse, the point
guard who drew Division | and
Division Il interest but has opted
not to play in coliege. And the
Redwings have plenty of experi-
ence back, having lost only one
starter, Denver University guard
Tsimba Malonga. if that doesn’t
speak to Benet's depth, the 11
players returning with varsity
experience at Benet should. You.
want size on your team? Five
Redwings are 6 feet or taller.
How about 3-pointers? Really,
do you have to ask? Defense?
C’'mon, this is Benet we're talking
about. The big problem last year
was injuries. “We have a lot of
work to do, but if we can get
healthy and stay that way, | fike
“our chances,” Kilbride said.

Downers Grove North
Coach: Stephan Bolt

Last year: 14-14, 7-5 in West
Suburban Silver, lost in regional
final.

Top players: Julia Kramper,

s1., G; Ellie Gross, jr., G; Alexis
Parker, jr. F; Lauren Sebek, sr.,
G; Jalyn Harris, sr., C.

Scouting report: The Trojans
are a team on the rise. Kramper
and Gross were all-conference
last season, and the front line ap-
pears solid with the 6-3 Harris —
who has been offered by Emporia
State — Parker and senior Quinn
Stephens, who is returning from
knee surgery. The 5-11 Parker is
a powerfully built soccer star who
should make an impact. “I think
we’ve grown up, become tougher
and are maturing as a team,”
Bolt said. “This group expects to
compete at a high level, they hold

oarh athar annaininhia and thao

should not be a problem for the
Mustangs, though rebounding
‘Could be because of an overall
lack of height. “We have a group
of players that work well on and
off the court together,” Long said.
“Regardless of our height, we
have the drive and leadership to
be successful.”

Fenton

Coach: Dave Mello.-

Lastyear: 9-16, 4-8, fifth in
Metro Suburban Conference Biue
Division; lost in first round of
regionals.

Top players: Julia Kaspari, sr., G;
Ashley Lira, sr, F; Isa Lozada, sr.,
G; Joni Lucas, jr., G; Mackenzie
Miller, sr., G;

Scouting report; Some teams
play fast. Fenton makes them
look slow. The Bison enter their
second year playing the “Grinnell
System,” a high-scoring,
extreme-pressure defense,
frequent-substitution style. Their
goal is 80 shots a game, 50 of
them from 3-point range. “Now
we've just changed it to the Bison
system,” Mello said, calling

it more of a knock-off of the
Grinnell System because of some
changes the Bison have made.
The Bison will hang a banner in
their gym commemorating the
national record they set last year
for 3-pointers attempted. “We're
working on the makes this year,”
the coach said, Mello estimates
the Bison are about a month
ahead of last year’s schedule.
The Bison.will play all 19 girls on
the roster, usually entering the
game five at a time. “We practice
with 19 (girls) to play 19. Other
teams practice with 12 or 15 to
play eight,” Mello said. “If we can
get their nine, 10, 11, 12 playing,
that's a win for us.”

Glenbard East

Coach: Nicole Miler

Last year: 7-19, lost to Elk
Grove in a Class 4A regional
quarterfinal.

Top players: Sophia Moore, sr.,
G/F; Brooke Hernandez, so., G;
Emily Ryan, 50., F; Lisa Stranski,
Jr., F; Hayden Dudek, sr., F; Jillian
O'Brien, jr., G; Kate Lugardo, jr.,
G; Paige Andrews, jr., 6 Joselyn.

The BuPage Dozen

Scouting the top girls basketball players in DuPage County

Name School Yr. Pos.

Maggie Bair Glenbard South Sr. F

Nikki Baird Wheaton North Sr. G

Mira Emma WW South Sr G

Katelyn Haller Glenbard West Sr, G

Greta Kampschroeder ~ Napervilie North Sa. G

Frankie Kokkines Montini Sr. G

Holly Lueken Downers Grove South  Sr. F

Sam Mitchell Montini Sr. G

Darrione Rogers Lake Park Jr F

Lucy Schmid Naperville Central Sr. G

Brooke Sciramek Benet Jr. F

Lauren Stack Benet Sr. F
Molinar, sr., F. ing year from the standpoint that
Scouting report: Moore is the we really don’t have a player who
lone returning starter for the has proved themselves. Anybody
Rams. Miller is back to her can step up and surprise people,
old stomping grounds after just don’t know who it will be.
coaching the program from I'm excited about this group of

2000-10. Moore is the key for a
team locking for leadership and
guidance, Miller said. The Rams
have good size, with five players
5-foot-11 or taller. “We're young
and looking to be a competitive
team,” Miller said. “Last year
we weren't. [ could start five
sophomores easily. There's a
lot of talent coming up. We're
looking to get back to the basics
and work hard. it's going to take
awhile to get used to the varsity
level, but | think we can be a
force to be reckoned with as a
team.”

Gienbard North

Coach: Steve Wit

Last year: 6-22, 2-14 in the
DuPage Valley Conference; lost
to Schaumburg in a Class 4A
regional quarterfinal.

Top players: Ashley Cooney,

sr., C; Brea King, jr., G; Neveah
King, jr. G; Stefanie Jaszka, sr.,
G; Anna Pedraza, so., G; Olivia
Corona, so., G.

Scouting report: Despite

losing three top players from

last season, Wit is optimistic

the Panthers can turn the

corner this season in the DuKane
Conference. “We are a young,
guard-oriented team that has
some growing to do. It's an excit-

kids.” The Panthers, Wit said,
will feature many non-seniors in
their rotation, though Brea and
Neveah King have potential to

be difference-makers. Cooney
and Brea and Neveah King have
the most experience among the
returnees. Eight sophomores, led
by Olivia Corona, highlight the
roster, “I need somebody to step
up and carry that load we lost in
graduation,” Wit said. “[ think the
test is going to be how we grow
with some of that youth and work
together and play as a team.
We're a different team than the
rest of the conference.”

Glenbard South

Coach: Morgan Kasperek.
Lastyear: 30-4, 12-0, firstin
Metro Suburban Conference Blue
Division; placed third in Class 3A.
Top players: Maggie Bair, sr.,

C; Lauren Cohen, so., G; Raguel
LaPonte, jr., G; Alex Wilharm,
so0., F;

Scouting report: What a

legacy last year's Raiders left: A
third-place finish in Class 3A, by
far the best season in Glenbard
South history. That was then, this
is now. Three starters from that
team graduated, but there are 12

giris on the roster for a team that

usually carries eight or nine. “It's

definitely a new team this year,”
Kasperek said. Fortunately for the
Raiders, they return one of the
best players in DuPage County,
Drake recruit Bair. At 6-foot-2
she’s a force in the post, scoring
and rebounding. But anyone
who’s scouted the Raiders know
they can’t let her drift out to

the 3-point line. She's a proven
shooter. “The thing with Maggie
is she can play any position, so
we can find any team’s weakness
and put Maggie there,” Kasperek
said. Cohen is the other returning
starter. “Lauren.Cohen is a great
basketball player and she can get
1o the rim well,” Kasperek said.
Another difference from last year
is the Upstate Eight Conference
schedule. The Raiders should
fare well in the UEC, but there will
be a learning curve there.

Glenbard West

Coach: Kristi Faulkner.

Last year: 24-6, 10-2, first in
West Suburban Silver; lost in
regional final,

Top players: Nikki Adamski, sr.,
F; Katelyn Heiler, sr., G; Taylor
Huff, jr., F; Maggie Stutelberg, so,
G; Jamiyah Thomas, sr., F.
Scouting report: How do you
top the program's best season
in years? You do it by bringing
back talented players like Heller,
Huff, Thomas and Stutelberg.
“We have some good players
coming back, good leadership,”

-Faulkner said. Heller can shoot

from long range or drive to the
basket, using her quickness and
athleticism to push the pace.

But the Hilltoppers also have
good size in the 6-footers Huff,
Thomas and Adamski, plus the
5-11 Stutelberg. “She’s a great
shooter, just a natural stroke,”
Faulkner said of Stutelberg, An
improved Hilltoppers team will
face an upgraded schedule. They
opened Monday with Rolling
Meadows. Two-time defending
state champion Geneva,
Naperville Central, Wheaton
Warrenville South, Lake Park and
Fremd also will challenge the
Hilltoppers in addition to a good
conferénce schedule. “We've
added a fot of tougher games and
we think that challenge will help
us hopefully be more prepared
for the postseason this season,”
Faulkner said.

Hinsdale Central

Coach: Karen Persinger

Last year: 10-19, 2-10 in West
Suburban Silver; lost in regional
semifinal. .

Top players: Tina Rivera, sr., G;
Mady Bokich, sr., ; Sarah Cer-
nugal, jr., G; Maiwen Amegadjie,
ir., C: Kendall Butfer, jr., F; Anna
Howell, jr. G.

Scouting report: The Red Devils
have a blank canvas to work with
following heavy graduation loss-
es. Bokich and Rivera are back
and will provide the leadership
for the rebuild. “We graduated
eight amazing seniors from last
year's team,” Persinger said.
“This has created a completely
new iook and the girls are excited
about the opportunity to step up
and establish their own mark on
the program. Early in the season
we will be focused on developing
our identity on both sides of the
ball. Mady Bokich and Tina Rivera
have done a great job leading and
setting the example of what hard
work looks like in our program.”

Kinsdale South
Coach: Scott Tanaka
Last year: 11-17, lostin regional

camifinal

Lastyear: 11-18, 4-8
Suburban Conference E
sion; lost in sectional se
Top players: Jaida Smi
Jackie Lara, sr., C; Gab
jr., G/F; Hannah Johnso
G; Alia-Johnson, so., G;
Wagner, fr., F.
Scouting report: The K
graduated nine players
to rebuitd on the fly witt
four-year varsity player,
an up-tempo offense.. G
should be a strength, ai
hopes the fast pace will
up for the lack of height
are a younger team but
to have a better outcom
last year,” James said.
great senior leadership
and Jackie. Jaida is doil
great job of being the le:
setting the tone for the y
girls.” The younger play
include junior guard Abi
a defensive stalwart, an
5-11 sister Claire, “We |
added a more complex «
to get all the girls involw:
get all the girls the oppo
score,” James said. “De
we have a ton of speed :
look to get some easy bi
turnovers. This team wil
the little things to be suc

Lake Park
Coach: Brian Rupp.

Last year: 18-10, 9-7, f
DuPage Valley Conferen:
regional final.

Top players: Casey Dar
Kate Kirkham, sr., G; Ria
s0., G; Darrione Rogers,
Payton Skalski, sr., G; S¢
Vandergriff, sr., G; Braya
Walker, jr., G.

Scouting report: Any te
Rogers is going to be gor
5-foot-11 do-everything
recruit is fun to watch, “
ously, we've got to get D
the ball. She’s bigger, fa
stronger, older,” Rupp s:
rest of the Lancers will e
to take the lead offensive
they’re OK with that. “Th
very low on this team rig
They enjoy each other’s:
es,” Rupp said. But if op
focus their defense on R
she will find a 3-point sh
in the corner. The Lance
loaded with them. “Darri
smart enough to make t
plays, she's smart enoug
make that pass. Her ego
low t00,” the coach said.
and Darre are two of thos
shooters who will join Ro
the starting lineup, but tt
two spots are up for grab
team that should go eigh
deep. Rupp will use the ¢
part of the season to lear
his roster and let the new
players get comfortable.

Lisle
Coach: Nick Balaban.

Last year: 13-17, 6-5, fc
Interstate Eight Conferen
in regional final,

Top piayers: Jordan Bug
sr., F; Emma Rossin, so.,
Gaby Wagoner, jr., G; Mc
Weaver, st., G; Caitlyn Wi
sr., F.

Scouting report: Balabs
lost to graduation one of
best players has ever ha
Natalie Takahashi, and h
had numerous school ev
pulling players out of pra
already this season. “It's
a tough go interms of ha
some continuity,” he sait
why is he so optimistic a
the Lions this season? “|
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Valley

edric Williams

r: 8-17 overall; 2-12
seventh in DuPage Valley
ce, lost to Lockport in
ound of playoffs.

ers: Tess Thompson,
dazira Whigham, jr.,

| Kern, sr., G; Kelsey

" F; Chloe Kurkjian jr, F.
) report: The youthful

3 are athletic and deep

{l young teams have to
N how they take care of
Thompson is a top-flight
Jtwas injured in a

ime in the spring and

at back at full strength
~ay through the season,
1is to wreak havoc

‘ong pressing defense,”
said. “And we can

30ple in and out to utilize
1.” Outside shooting
ping, but early on the

3 will emphasize the

1 game and getting it into
Whigham and Kern give
trong pair of returning

n the backcourt.

i

ason Nichols.

r: 32-3, 6-0, first place
atholic Athletic Confer-

| Division; placed second

A

ers: Taylor Charles,

nkie Kokkines, sr., G;
*hell, sr., G; Sydney

@, sr., G; Zoe Zacker,
tiana Thomas, fr., F; .

nton, so.,, G.

1 report: This version

i will be younger,

letic and more perim-

2d, sometimes using a

sffense. “We have not

many freshmen that

de an impact in a while,”

aid. Four of the top

108 will be freshmen,

of them — Thomas

‘les — already have

1ip offers from major

! colleges. Still, they are

1, and there will be good
bad days for them.

> have to mesh with the

| veterans. Mitchell, an

-Birmingham recruit, will
imary scoring option,-

rive to the basket or

‘pointer. SIU recruits Pro-

.nd Kokkines also will be

on to provide leadership

ing.

tille Central
\ndy Nussbaum.

r: 28-, 15-1, first in the
valley Conference; lost in
onal final,

rers: Katlyn Allen, sc., G;
illan, jr., F; Gabi Melby,
ara Opalka, jr., F; Lucy
sr., F; Lauren Umbright,

3 report: Nussbaum is
Toll with a new group
on again. “I'm pretty

¢,” he said. “| feel good
r group. We don’t have
eal of size, but we seem
1n era of basketball

at doesn’t seem to be
tant as it used to be.”
ans his team can shoot
3ll from outside. Even
1awks’ Jone 6-footer,

y of Chicago recruit

can shoot from deep.
Melby will be counted

d the team in scoring
ucy’s a hard worker and

se An har nama Cha'e

five-position standout who’s one
of the best in the state. Though
they don’t have great depth
there is an impressive group

of supporting players who can
make the Huskies strong on both
offense and defense. The guards
are returning starters. Kwilosz
can shoot from long range, and
Rivard is a good defender and
floor leader. Drummond, Lock-
ridge and Castillo will be tough on
the boards. “Our other kids will
have to step up when opponents
concentrate on Kampschroeder,”
Dycus said. The coach would
like to have another player or
two develop to help the Huskies
through a brutal schedule and
postseason.

Neuqua Valley

Coach: Mike Williams

Last year: 10-20, 4-8 fifth in
DuPage Valley Conference, lost to
Naperville Central in the regional
semifinal.

Top players: Kelly Vonnahme,
st., F; Ashiey Ishman, sr.; F;
Claudia Gallegos, so.; F/G; Ellie
Wisner, so., G; Kara Vonnahme, -
jr., G., Emma Guthrie, so., G.
Scouting raport: The Wildcats,
long one of the top teams in the
area, have found the past few
years-challenging. But Williams
believes that the size and talent
he has this year could start the
team on the way back. The
Wildcats are led by returning
starters Kelly Vonnahme, Ishman
and Gallegos. There is good
outside shooting, and the Wild-
cats’ length and quickness will .
create problems for opponents.
Williams expects a solid defense
to translate into fastbreak points.
“We're not talking about records
or conference standings,” Wil-
liams said. “We’re just enjoying
practicing and team building. We
have some good young players
coming up. We're working hard
and we’ll see where that [eads us
in‘the postseason.”

St. Francis

Coach: Sandy De Craene

Last year: 14-14, 8-i, second in
the GCAC; lost to Glenbard South
in a Class 3A regional final.

Top players: Kate Chaparro,

s0., G; Madison Wisted, sr., G/F;
Megan Lombardo, sr., G: Emily
Dziengel, jr., G/F; Ashley Sullivan,
ir., G.

Scouting report: After taking
over the program midway
through last season, De Craene
is back on the sidelines. The
Spartans return only one starter,
Chaparro, but hope to compete
in the Metro Suburban. “Kate did
really well for us last year, but
we’re hoping she can come back
stronger after finally finding her
shooting rhythm at the end of last
year,” De Craene said. Wisted is
slated to play numerous positions
for the Spartans after missing
almost all of the last two seasons
due to injuries. Lombardo played
quality minutes last season and
is slated for an expanded role. De
Craene said the 10 juniors hold
the key to the team’s success

Pressason Top 20

Team Comment

1. Benet (28-5) The Redwings are loaded

2. Maine West (32-2) Kent, Dugalic are big-time players

3. Fremd (18-13) Vikes are talented, tall and desp

4. Montini (32-3) Broncos are quick, athletic and very good
5. Geneva (31-3) 5 starters gone from 2-time state champ
6. Rolling Meadows (21-9)  Gretfenstein, Davis form a strong backcourt
7. Batavia (18-12) Buildegs return nine of top 10

8. Lake Zurich (20-11) Sectional champ returns G Elle Gilbertson
9. Napervills Central (28-6)  Melby expected to miss first 7-10 games
10. WW South (27-4) The Tigers are always tough

11. Dundee-Crown (19-10)
12. Glenbard West (24-8)

Sophs Boado, Crenshaw a nice 1-2 punch
Hilitoppers have good size, experience

13. Glenbard South (30-4) . Bair is back from Class 3A 3rd-piace team
14. Graysiake Central (23-8) Buliman emerges as a Division | prospect
15. Burlington Central (27-4) Junior Schmidt already at 1,000 points
16. Kaneland (25-5) Must replace talented backcourt

17. Bartlett (19-11) Lost Hare, but solid core retums

18. Barrington (10-17) All-Area Thompson, Meyer retum

19. Hersey (21-9) Defending MSL champion refoads

20. Wheaton North (20-9) A new flock of Falcons o join Baird

this season. “We have a varsity
of juniors fighting for positions
and minutes,” she said. “We’re
expecting them to come out

and give us good minutes. 'm a
defensive coach, so | expect good
defense from all of them. Our
bench is going to give us a lot of
needed help that we didn’t have
last year.”

Timothy Christian

Coach: Michelle Strube

Last year: 20-10, 8-4, second

in the Metro Suburban Red; lost
to Harlan in a Class 2A Chicago
Christian sectional title game.
Top players: Sureya Alex, so., G:
Hannah Schuringa, so., F; Jordyn
Strube, sr., G; Greta Hoogstra,
s0., C; Sarah Carstensen, so., G;
Lauren Gehrke, sr., G.

Scouting report: After finishing
with the most wins in Michelle
Strube’s first five years, the
Trojans have a wealth of talent
back to contend for the Metro -
Suburban Red title. Replacing the
graduated Ofivia Schuringa, who
averaged a team-high 9.8 points
@game, is a talt order. But Alex
made big strides last season,
and Hannah Schuringa averaged
8.5 points and a team-best 7.8

_rebounds, Jordyn Strube, in her

third year on the varsity, could
be an X-factor after averaging
9.2 points, 3.8 rebounds and 2.2
assists. Once she recovers from
an injury suffered in the volleyball
season, the 6-foot-2 Hoogstra is
a player to watch, Last season
the Trojans captured their first
regional title since 2011 and
only lost two games in the 2018
calendar year. “The key for us

is to play defense because we
will push the ball in transition,”
Michelle Strube said. “We want
to be aggressive on defense. [
have some really good athletes,
maybe better than last year. We
have some talented kids who
can step in and play right away.
Last year was a nice surprise.
We really started playing well as

ateam starting in January. Qur
goal is to win the conference,
repeat as regional champions
and get that sectional, We have
big goals ahead of us.”

Waubensie Valley
Coach: Brett Love

Last year: 10-18 overall, 5-11
sixth in DuPage Valley Confer-
ence, lost to Bolingbrook in the
regional semifinal,

Top players: Lauren McKnight,
$0., G; Ahniya Melton, jr., F;
Grace Setter, jr., F, Mykah Ber-
kompas, so., G; Iwiyisi Osaghae,
sr., G, Halle Williams, jr, F.
Scouting report: The Warriors
are young and athletic. Going into
the season the offense is ahead
of the defense. There’s great
balance and athleticism that
could make them a DVC contend-
er when that defense develops as
expected. “We can put the ball on
the floor, drive and work it inside.
And we have some firepower
from the outside,” Love said.
McKnight was all-conference as
a freshman and she’s a complete
player. Melton, who is coming
off a preseason injury, is a force
on the boards. She’s also added
a consistent jump shot. Williams
and Berkompas give Waubonsie
a pair of sharpshooters. The
Warriors will play a pressing
defense and they plan to push the
ball in transition.

West Chicago

Coach: Thomas Nall

Last year: 6-20, 3-9 in Upstate
Eight Conference Valley Division,
lost to Addison Trail in a Class 4A
Addison Trail regional quarter-
final.

Top players: Shailee Patel, so.,
G; Sadie Obenauer, so., G/F;
Shelbie Steward, jr., F; Monse
Vargas, jr., F; Paige Mikson, jr., G.
Scouting report: The Wildcats
will be a gritty bunch due to only
10 piayers on the roster. The

first-year coach is preaching
playing hard and competing

on every play to overcome a
small roster, especially with the
graduation of Sofia Radice and
Sierra Koenig. “They are going

1o piay hard, and we wil see
what happens from there,” Nal!
said. “It's about playing hard and
competing. All 10 girls, at some
point of the year, will have to
contribute and get on the floor,
It's a matter of them buying into
what we're trying to preach. If
they do, we will be all right and
not worry about wins and losses
and just competing,” Nall said nis
team will play primarily a zone
defense due to the team’s lack of
depth. Offensively, the Wildcats
don't have the personnel, Nall
said, to play at an up-tempo pace
and will try and slow down the
game and look for quality shots
on each possession.

Westmont
Coach: John Natanek,

Last year: 8-18, 1-9 in Interstate
Eight Small, lost in regional
semifinal.

Top players: Megan Thompson,
s0., F; Aleksa Sekularic, so., G.
Scouting report: To say
first-year coach Natanek has a
rebuilding project on his hands is
an understatement. The Sentinels
have only 11 players in the
program, all of whom will play at
the varsity level. No underclass
levels means help won't be
‘coming this winter. “We are very
young and attempting to rebuild
the program,” Natanek said. “Our
top two players are sophomores,
and many freshmen will get
varsity minutes. Our success will
be measured in development.”
The win-loss record may not be
impressive, but the young players
will get a chance to getin on the
ground floor of the rebuild, “We
want) to bring excitement back
to Westmont girls basketball,”
Natanek said. '

Wheaton Academy
Coach: Erin Carwell
Lastyear: 11-15, 4-8 Metro
Suburban Blue, lost to Aurora
Central Catholic i a Ciass 3A
regional quarterfinal.

Top players: Analisé Richcreek,
sr., F; Imani Hilimer, jr., F;

Molly Vanhuizen, so., G; Jerilyn
Blackmon, so., G; Britta Swobo-
da, jr., F.

Scouting report: The Warriors
have a unique roster makeup,
with a group of forwards among
the main returnees. Richcreek,
afour-year starter, headlines
the group. Along with Richcreek,
Hillmer, a three-year starter, and
Swoboda form a solid trio that
will create matchup problems
due to their experience and

size. Carwell is counting on
point guard Blackmon to mesh
well with Richcreek and Hilmer.
“We're forward heavy,” Carwell
said. “I have a team of forwards.
Our guards are young, but it's
going to be exciting because we
are a quick team and have really
good leaders. Analise and Imani
are great leaders and have a love
for basketball and Jerityn has
speed and can play the whole
game. All three of them will look
to shoot, have great range and
play really well together and can
fill any position | ask of them.”
Vanhuizen benefitted from

being pulled up to the varsity
last season. Capable of playing
the wing spot, Vanhuizen is
athletic an scrappy, Carwell said.
Swoboda, a captain, showed
promise last season and salted to

D123456

to be young,” Eaton said. * ... To
have kids who are that driven at
17, 18 years old, it sure makes

* it easy for me.” Offensively, the

focus will be on Baird, the 6-foot-
2 Belmont University recruit, but
Eaton sees more balance in this
year's squad. And it's a likabie
group that Eaton is counting on to
carry on a key team tradition; the
Falcons have gone eight seasons
without an athletic code violation.
“That’s probably the thing I'm
proudest of the most,” he said,

WW South
Goack:: Rob Kroehnke

Lastyear: 27-4, 14-2, second in
DuPage Valley Conference; lost to
Geneva in a Class 4A sectional.

Top players: Maria Dohse, sr., G;
MiraEmma, sr., G; Paige Milfer,
sr., G; Kylie Ruggles, sr., G;
MacKenzie Stebbins, sr., 6.
Scouting report: Never blessed
with great size, the Tigers are
even smaller than usual this
season. They often will play five
guards together. “It’s going to
be interesting, that's for sure.
We're going to have to try some
different stuff,” Kroehnke said.
One thing that won't change is
the WW South defense, always
tougher than a 20-page book
report. The Tigers might not be
big, but they are quick and athlet-
ic — including Division | soccer
recruits Emma and Miller — so
they will push the pace. Oh, and
their schedule is as strong as
any team'’s, with a number of
top nonconference teams plus
the new DuKane Conference,
which Is loaded top to bottom
for girls basketball. The Tigers
open league play with defending
state champion Geneva. “Come
February hopefully we're pre-
pared,” Kroehnke said, “It'l be
interesting to see how everything
shakes out.”

Wiilowbrook

Goach: Terry Harrell

Last year: 6-21, 4-8 West
Suburban Gold; lost to Hinsdale
South in a Class 4A Hinsdale
South regional quarterfinal.

Top players: Katelyn McCann,
sr., G; Gracie Tumilty, so., G;
Stephanie Dasbach, so., F:
Kaliyha Herron, jr., G; Maureen
Schmid, sr., F.

Scouting report: Harrelt
welcomes back three of his

top players from last season.
McCann averaged a team-high
11.2 points a game. McCann, a
5-foot-7 senior, is one of eight
guards on the roster. Herron
averaged 10 points, and 5-foot-6
Schmid led the team in rebounds
at 8.9 a game. Three sophomores
will play heavy minutes this
season, led by Tumilty and
Dasbach. Harrell said Annmarie
Knudtson is also slated to be
akey contributor. “Although
(Willowbrook) wil rely on young
players in the starting lineup, we
expect to have a deep bench,
which will enable us to compete
for the top spot in the West
Suburban Gold,” Harrefl said.

York

Coach: Brandon Collings

Last year: 19-10, 8-4, second

in West Suburban Silver; lost in
regional final,

Top players: Sara Krissinger, jr.,
G; Kathleen Levins, sr., F; Sydney
Molis, so., G/F; Kiah Rufus, sr., G;
Emily Rohman, sr., F.

Scouting report: Levins, a
four-year varsity player, leads
avouna but talented aroun
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Fall musical at Willowbrook

Willowbrook High School’s theater department wili present its fall musical—"The Music Man”—
this week. The performances will take place tonight, Friday and Saturday in the school auditorium.

Each performance wiil begin at 7 p.m. Set In 1912, the musical foll

CHRIS FOX PHOTO Villa Park Review

Hill as he cons the peopie of River City, lowa, into buying instruments for a boys’ band he vows
to organize. Harold’s plans to take the residents’ money and skip town are folled when he falls for
Marian Paroo, the city’s llbrarian and music teacher. Marlan transforms Harold into a respectable
citizen. Pictured are senlor Joe LaPointe, who portrays Harold Hill, and junior Emily O’Brochta, who
plays Marian Paroo. The musical, which appeals to all ages, will feature a cast of 36 Willowbrook
students and 13 locai children. There will also be a special appearance by Willowbrook’s marching
band. Tickets cost $7 for adults, $5 for students and $3 with an activity pass. Admission is free to
District 88 Senior Gold Card holders, and to children under 12 who are accompanied by an adult. To
purchase tickets, visit dupaged8.net/WBMuslcalTickeis2018-19. The Kiwanis Club of Viila Park will
hold a spaghetti dinner fundraiser before Friday’s show. The dinner will take place from 5 to 6:45

tiDinner2018-19.

‘mation about the dinner, visit dupage88.net/ WBSpaghet-

traveling Harold

DuPage area Real Men Wear Pink
campaign raises $47,000 for ACS

Villa Park resident
among top producers,
raising $4,000

In jts second year, the Real Men
Wear Pink campaign of DuPage
County raised $47,000 to support
the American Cancer Society Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer.
Throughout the month of October,
27 prominent area men participated
in the campaign, raising funds and
encouraging the women in their lives
and in the community to take action
in the fight to end breast cancer.

Bruce Hill, a resident of Villa Park
and an employee at.the Community
Bank of Elmhurst was among the
campaign’s fundraisers, raising near-
ly $4,000 to support the Society’s
breast cancer initiatives.

“We are grateful to all the Real
Men Wear Pink candidates for lend-
ing their voices to our cause,” said
‘Wayne White, executive vice presi-
dent at the American Cancer Society.
“These community leaders made
a huge commitment to raise funds
to help save more lives from breast
cancer. Donations like these allow
the Society to help save lives through
early detection and prevention, in-
novative breast cancer research, and
patient support.”

“I believe everyone has a family
member or friend that has been af-
fected by breast cancer,” said Hill. “I
was so happy to work with the Amer-
ican Cancer Society to help support
their lifesaving work by becoming a
candidate in the Real Men Wear Pink
campaign. Thank you to everyone
who participated in this fundraising
drive and thanks to the American
Cancer Society for their efforts.”

In addition to Hill, the 2018 Real

Men Wear Pink candidates were
from companies such as Elmhurst
College, Style Exteriors, FP Mailing
Solutions, Zurich North America,
FedEx Office, Rush Hospital, Ed-
ward Medical Group, Earth Friendly

Prodycts, ACE Relocation, TopGolf

Naperville, and more.

According to the American Can-
cer Society Cancer Facts & Figures
2018, an estimated 252,710 wom-
en in the United States will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer and an
estimated 40,610 will die from the
disease this year. Breast cancer is the
second leading cause of cancer death
in women, and it is the most common
cancer diagnosed in women other

-than skin cancer.

It’s not too late to make a dona-
tion to help fight breast cancer. Vis-
it MakingStridesWalk.org to help
the Society continue saving lives.
For free -breast cancer information
and resources or to donate, visit the
American Cancer Society’s website
at cancer.org or call 1-800-227-2345
anytime, day or night.

Former civilian Villa Park Police
Department employee charged
with official risconduct/theft

* DuPage County State’s Attor-
ney Robert B. Berlin and Villa
Park Chief of Police Michael Lay
announced last week that a former
civilian employee at the Villa Park
Police Department has been charged
with two counts of official miscon-
duct (Class 3 felony), one count of
theft of government property (Class
4 felony), one count of possession
of a controlled substance (Class
4 felony) and one count of misde-
meanor theft.

On Nov. 5, a $10,000 with 10
percent to apply arrest warrant was
issued for John Simons, 48, of Lom-
bard. Simons turned himself in to
authorities at the DuPage County
Sheriff’s Office, posted the neces-
sary $1,000 and was released from
custody.

It is alleged that on Oct. 10, Si-
mons stole hydrocodone pills from
the evidence vault of the Villa Park
Police Department. Upon learn-
ing of the alleged theft, the Villa
Park Police Department i di

ately contacted the DuPage County
State’s Attorney’s .Office. Simons
has since resigned from his position
with the police department.

“I would like to commend Chief
Lay and his administration, particu-
larly Deputy Chief William Lyons,
for uncovering this alleged theft and
for immediately bringing this mat-
ter to our attention,” Berlin said.
“There is no room for the type of
behavior alleged in this case at any
work place let alone 2 police depart-
ment whose primary mission is to
protect and serve the public.”

“I am very disappointed that an
employee of our department was
allegedly involved in activity that
lead to these charges,” Lay said. “I
am thankful that members of our
department  discovered potential
wrongdoing. on the part of the em-
ployee, swiftly initiated an investi-
gation and brought the information
to the attention of the DuPage Coun-
ty State’s Attorneys’ office for fur-

ther in:

Blood shortages
worry blood banks

An area-wide shortage of blood
has officials with Vitalant concerned
about local hospitals having an ade-
quate supply of whole blood, plate-
lets, and plasma as we move into a
time of year which typically sees a
decline in blood donations national-
ly. -
In the Villa Park area, eligible
donors are encouraged to visit their
local Vitalant Donation Center at 100
East Roosevelt Road which is open
seven days a week. For exact hours
of operation, call 877-25VITAL
(877-258-4825).

“As we enter the holiday season,
we look forward to spending time
with loved ones, but we also look
for ways to give back,” said Vitalant
Regional Director Eva Quinley. “Our
current ‘blood supply is dwindling,
making it difficult to provide blood
to the patients who need it. The next
few months are historically difficult
for blood banks since people are busy
with the holidays and their families.

We also see an increase in illness,
accidents and potential bad weather.
All of these factors make your dona-
tion more important than ever.”

In preparation for their donation,
donors are asked to eat well, stay hy-
drated and arrive with proper identi-
fication. The donation appointment
takes about an hour (with the dona-
tion itself only around ten minutes)
and is both safe and comfortable.
Donors must be at least 18 years old
(16 and 17 years of age with parental
consent).

‘LifeSource is now Vitalant, Earlier
this year, Blood Systems announced
that its 10 blood center brands in-
cluding LifeSource had united as one
cohesive brand under the new name
Vitalant, In the Chicagoland area, Vi-
talant has 17 donation centers, four
fixed sites and hosts an average of
six blood drives every day. View all
donation center locations and blood
drive dates by visiting vitalant.org or
call 877-25VITAL (877-258-4825).

Club, contact Lion Sean Blrmingham.at 630-834-1164,

Lions Club makes fall donations

The Villa Park Lions Club.made its fall donations last week by presenting checks to the Lombard/Villa Park Food Pantry and the York
Township Food Pantry. Pictured left to right during the Nov. 8 presentation are: York Townshlp Food Pantry Director Angela Tanner,
Steve Anderson, the director of the Lombard/Villa Park Food Pantry, Lion Rich Hamlin and Lion Sid Bergh. In addition to the two food
pantries, the Lions Club made fall donations to the Salvation Army and to Vllla Park Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2801.The Vilia
Park Lions Club meets at noon on the second Thursday of each month at Hi-View Restaurant, 425 W. St. Charles Road, and at 6:30 p.m.
on the last Thursday of each month at the Villa Park Public Library, 305 S. Ardmore Ave. For more information-about the Villa Park Lions

‘or at shirmingham@vpplinfo. - ... ...
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Warriors grah the lead with a furious

i ~ rp

LOSS 10
By Chris Fox
LOMBARDIAN-VILLA PARK REVIEW
STAFF REPORTER

The Willowbrook football team
staged an electrifying comeback
in the fourth quarter of Saturday’s
IHSA Class 7A quarterfinal playoff
game at Batavia. Trailing the reign-
ing state-champion Bulldogs 24-7
with less than eight minutes to play
in regulation, the Warriors scored
three touchdowns to take a 27-24
lead. Batavia then rallied in the clos-
ing seconds of the fourth quarter,
converting a field-goal kick to tie
the score at 27-27 and send the game
into overtime.

The Bulldogs defeated Willow-
brook 34-27 in overtime in a thrilling
contest featuring previously unbeat-
en teams. . '

Batavia, which won the Class 7A
state title last season, improved its
2018 record to 12-0 and advanced
to this weekend’s semifinal 1
against Nazareth Academy.

The Warriors, who finished the
2018 campaign with an 11-1 record,
have now lost in the quarterfinal
round in three straight seasons. Wil-
lowbrook lost to the eventual state
champion in each of the last two
years. East St. Louis beat the War-
riors in the quarterfinal round before
claiming the Class 7A title in 2016.
Prairie Ridge of Crystal Lake beat
the Warriors in the quarterfinals of
last year’s Class 6A playoffs. Prairie
Ridge went on'to 'win the Class 6A
title. . i

Willowbrook senior Scott Tumilty
scored all three of the Warriors’
fourth-quarter touchdowns by haul-
ing in receptions from his brother—
junior quarterback Sam Tumilty. A
34-yard touchdown: connection by
the two brothers gave Willowbrook
a 26-24 lead with 59.8 seconds left
in the fourth quarter. That play pro-
duced an eruption from the large
contingent of Warrior fans at the
contest, which took place in clear
and cold afternoon conditions.

“I don’t think any of our guys or
coaches or fans had any doubt in our
minds,” said Scott Tumilty of the
Warriors’ confidence in staging a ral-
ly against Batavia. “We kept going
and we kept playing with a chip on
our shoulder. I think it helped us get
back in the game.”

The Bulldogs marched down the
field and drove inside the Warriors’
10-yard line before kicking the tying
field goal with. 10.1 seconds left in
regulation.

Batavia began the overtime peri-
od with an offensive possession—a
first-and-goal series from the 10-
yard line, The Bulldogs delivered a
10-yard touchdown run on the first
play of overtime. They converted the
extra-point kick for a 34-27 lead.

The Warriors went backwards on
their subsequent offensive series.
The Bulldogs sacked Sam Tumilty
for a 5-yard loss on first down. After
an incomplete pass on second down,
Batavia applied more pressure on
the Warrior quarterback, who was
flagged for an intentional grounding
penalty. Willowbrook then faced a
fourth-and-goal play from the 33-
yard line. Sam Tumilty. heaved a
long throw on the game’s last play.
The Bulldogs broke up the pass a few
yards short of the goal line.

“I feel like the way our guys play
is truly a product of their character;
I think it’s a great reflection of our
school and our community,” said

-Willowbrook coach Nick Hildreth
after the game. “I'm proud of that ef-
fort. Unfortunately, we weren’t able
to finish.”

Hildreth also noted during his
post-game comments that the War-
riors rarely trailed their opponents
throughout the season. Willowbrook
trailed Hinsdale Central during its
21-17 Week 2 victory on Aug. 31.
The Warriors also trailed Maine
WestbieRy dufifig {dbe widk's bect

brook prevailed 36-26 in the Nov. 3
post-season battle in Villa Park.
Batavia led 14-0 at halftime after
a pair of touchdown passes in each
of the first two quatters. The Bull-
dogs scored their first touchdown on

Batavia marks VI/’illowboo's tird stra

a 20-yard pass in the final minute of |
the first quarter. They produced their

next touchdown on a 19-yard pass
with about four minutes to play in the
second quarter. '

The Bulldogs took a 17-0 lead
with a 22-yard field goal with about
seven minutes left in the third quar-
ter. Willowbrook’s offense came
to life on the following series. The
Warriors scored on their first play of
the drive, with Sam Tumilty firing a
long pass to senior C.J. Harris. After
catching the ball near the sideline,
Harris raced downfield into the end
zone for a 73-yard tonchdown re-
ception. Senior Zoe Ericson-Staton
added the extra-point kick to cut Bat-
avia’s lead to 17-7 with.6:49 left in
the third quarter.

The Bulidogs regained their
17-point advantage with a scoring
drive that began in the third quarter
and ended in the fourth quarter. The
drive, which featured four third-
down conversions, ended- with a
4-yard touchdown run with 7:54 left
in the fourth period.

The Warriors barely needed a
minute to respond; Scott Tumill
caught a 26-yard touchdown pass
from his brother on a fourth-and-one
play to cap a 71-yard scoring drive.
Ericson-Staton kickéd the extra point
to cut Batavia’s lead to 24-14 with
6:45 left in the quarter.

The Warriors tried an onside kick
on the ensuing kickotf; the kick did
not advance 10 yards, and the Bull-
dogs began their drive in Willow-
brook territory. On fourth and four
from the Warriors® 32-yard line, the
Bulldogs attempted 'a pass. Junior
Deandre Holliday of Willowbrook
intercepted the pass and returned it to
near midfield at the 4:07 mark.

Less than one minute later, Scott
Tumilty made a one-handed catch
around the Bulldogs® 20-yard line
and raced into the end zone to slice
Batavia’s lead to 24-20. The War-
riors couldn’t execute the snap on the
extra-point kick and trailed the Bull-
dogs 24-20 with 3:11 to play.

Willowbrook did not try an on-

.side kick on the following kickoff.

The defense forced the Bulldogs to
punt, and the Warriors took over at
their own 36-yard line with 1:36 re-
maining in the quarter. Sam Tumilty
completed passes to Harris, Holliday
and Scott Tumilty on the first three
plays of the drive. He then lofted a
high pass to his brother, who caught
the ball near the goal line for the
go-ahead touchdown that gave the
Warriors their first lead of the game.
Ericson-Staton then connected on the
extra-point kick to push the Warriors’
lead to 27-24.

“The place was rocking,” said
Scott Tumilty of the atmesphere in
Batavia’s stadium after his go-ahead
touchdown reception. “It was a cool
sight to see. We were tenacious on
offense and defense. That helped us
come back and almost pull it out.”

A Willowbrook penalty for rough-
ing the passer helped the Bulldogs on
their last-minute drive. Shortly after
that penalty, Batavia completed a
pass for a 26-yard gain down to the’
Warriors’ 13-yard line. The Bulldogs
threw an incomplete pass that landed
near the goal line before they execut-
ed the field‘goal kick that sent the
game to overtime.

“I was confident in our defense; I |

thought we would get that last stop,”
said Hildreth in referring to the Bull-
dogs’ game-tying drive. “It. didn’t
work out.”

While Batavia players ran on the
field to celebrate their overtime vic-
tory, some Willowbrook players fell
to the ground in despair. The team’s
pﬁy@g’f f'cods"dlea" each’ bthef IJP a

raily before losing in overtime

ig_z‘ in the urterﬁnal round

A
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CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Lombardian/Villa Park Review
The Witiowbrook footbali team tangled with Batavla in Saturday af-
ternoon’s IHSA Class 7A quarterfinal playoft game. Both teams en-
tered the with se of 11-0. Playing on their home
fleld, the Bulldogs held a 24-7 lead with less than eight minutes to play
In the fourth quarter. Willowbrook then scored three straight touch-
downs to take a 27-24 lead. Batavia kicked a game-tying fleld goal
with about 10 seconds remaining to send the game into overtime, The
Bulldogs prevaited 34-27 in overtime to advance to the Class 7A semi-
finals. Senlor Scott Tumilty (No. 20, pictured above and below), who
caught three touchdown passes in the final period, is shown during
his third score—a 34-yard reception that gave the Warrlors the lead
with about one minute Ieft in the fourth period. “Scotty Tumilty Is the
toughest football player in the state of lliinois, and.he’s the best play-
maker f've ever been around,” said Willowbrook coach Nick Hildreth
aﬂe:‘ the game. “it’s unfortunate I don’t get to coach him again next

gathering. The seniors, who had just
finished' their Warrior football ca-
reers, traded thanks and encourage-
ment with the underclass players.

“It’s another experience for a
group of guys to see what it takes
to get past this point,” said Hildreth
of the memorable season, which
brought the Warriors their second
straight West Suburban Gold Con-
ference title. “Tt doesn’t just happen.”

As hard as the team worked to win
11 straight games and make another
appearance in the ‘state quarterfinal
round, Hildreth said the Warriors’
future teams will have to dig even
deeper to advance further in the play-
offs.

“It takes that much more to get
over that hump,” said Hildreth, who
paid tribute to the effort of Willow-
brook’s players.

“These guys have worked really
hard to create that culture and expec-
tation ‘of not just getting to playoff
games, and not just competing for
conference championships,” he said.
“That’s the expectation now. We’ve
got to continue that,”

Scott Tumilty, who joined the
varsity during his sophomore year—
the season the team began its run of
quarterfinal appearances—added his
own. praise of his teammates and the
coaching staff.

“I can’t thank the guys and- the
coaches enough,” he said. “Day in
and day out, the coaches prepared
the best game plans. They put us in
a position to win. The guys followed
up. Everyone produced. That helped
us to get this far.”

o

. .
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Montini Catholic Broncos pound Evergreen Park

Victory sets up 5A semifinal contest at Steriing this weekend

By Mike Sandrolini
LOMBARDIAN-VILLA PARK REVIEW
STAFF. REPORTER

Evergreen Park, Montini Catho-
lic’s 5A quarterfinals opponent last
Saturday, handily knocked off its
first- and second-round playoff foes.
Those results, however, are some-
what misleading when one takes a

closer look at the Mustings’ 2018

schedule. R B

Elmwood Park, whom Evergreen
Park beatin the second round (52-
14), defeated only -one team with a
winning record during the regular
season. . The Mustangs’ first-round
victory was a 63-34 drubbing of
Payton, whose schedule consisted
of playing only CPS schools.

- Additionally, two of Evergreen
Park’s five regular-season victories
were by forfeit.

Montini's schedule this season,
on the other hand, was.far more
hallenging. That, combined with
the Broncos’ overall talent, proved
1o be more than enough for Montini
as it overwhelmed Evergreen Park,

It’s on to the semifinals Saturday
where the 11-1 Broncos travel to
No. 2 seeded Sterling, a 10-7 winner
over Rockford Boylan last d

The Broncos:led 27-0 by. the end
of the first quarter and 48-0 at in-
termission, which benefited them
during the second half with a run-
ning clock. Coach Mike Bukovsky
was then able to rest a lot of his
starters and leave Evergreen Park
healthy going into the semifinals.

“Ifelt that we had some matchup
advantages-in several areas,” Bu-
kovsky said. “You get a team in the
quarterfinals and they’ve got guys
that can run and throw and catch
and do a great job on film so yon’ve
got to be ready and do what we have
to do, but I think we overwhelmed
them a little bit.”

Quarterback Deontay Bell got the
rout started with a 59-yard touch-
down run at 9:08 of the first quarter,

Raymond Waojkovich’s fumble
recovery at the Evergreen Park 22
yard-line set up the Broncos’ next
score: a 3-yard Nick Fedanzo run—
one of two touchdowns Fedanzo had
on the day. He broke loose for a 63-
yard TD with 2:38 to go in the sec-
ond quarter to give Montini its 48-0
halftime lead.

“I think the strength of our sched-
ule, some of that showed a little bit
early and that’s what we were kind
of counting on coming in,” Bu-

Junior running back Enzo May
at Evergreen Park last Saturday.

kovsky said. “You just take them
one game at a time and we’re play-
ing next week.”

Another Evergreen Park turn-
over—Jemari Harris’ pass intercep-
tion with 5:27 to go in the first quar-
ter—opened the doors for another
Montini' touchdown. The Broncos
resorted to some razzle-dazzle when
quarterback Robert Brazziel tossed
what looked to be a screen pass out
on the flat to Nick Wind, who in-
stead stopped and threw downfield
to a wide open Matt Ross, Ross took
it the rest of the way on a play that
covered 41 yards. -

" Ross made it 27-0 with his sec-
ond TD of the quarter, a 53-yarder
off a screen pass from Bell.

“Watching them on film, they
do a lot of good things,” Bukovsky.
said.“You just have to respect every
opponent and we respected them.
They’ve got some very young, tal-
ented kids that will be pretty good
footbail players and they can’t wor-

- 1y about why they’re here and how

they got here. They just played
those game and did very well and
they earned their spot. Going in,
we just couldn’t worry about any of

scores Wontini Catholic’s final touchdown during the fourth quarter of

that kind of stuff. We knew we had
a quarterfinal opponent .and to be
ready to play a game.”

In the second quarter, Zach Olson
(44 yards) and CJ Bufkin (7 yards)
added to Montini’s lead with msh-
ing touchdown runs.

_ Enzo May, a junior running back,
tallied the Broncos’ final TD of the
game on a 1-yard run in the fourth
quarter.

Cam Richardson and Trevor Swi-
er also had fumble recoveries during
the first half for the Broncos. Mon-
tini defenders recorded a number of
tackles-for-loss in the first half, as
well, with Swier, Bufkin, Jackson
Bruscianelli, Patrick Peters, Fred
Stokes, Cam Richardson geiting one
each.

“We were very, very physical,”
Bukovsky said. “That was evident
from the start. I think that was a big
difference. That just comes from
playing in our league and playing
our schedule. You have to play like
that every week or you don’t sur-
vive. That was a big deal coming
into the game, thinking we could
have an advantage in that area and
we did.”

Montind at Sterling
When: 2 p.m. Saturday

Alook é‘t this weekend’s Class
-5A semifinal round playoff game

join the Western Big Six next fall.
The Broncos and Golden Warriors are no strangers

Records: Montini 11-1, Sterling 11-1

Seeds: Montini 4th, Sterling 2nd (Upper Bracket
in Class 5A) . ; g

Last week: Montini 54, Evergreen Park 6;
Sterling 10, Rackferd Boylan 7 (quarterfinal round) -

Conferences: Montini: Chicago Catholic League
Blue Division; Sterling: Northern Iitinois Big 12
(West).

Head coaches: Montini: Mike Bukoveky;

" Sterling: Jonathan Schlemmer

About the game: Sterling prevailed over No.

3 Boylan despite being stopped on its first several
drives of the game, committing two turnovers and
coming up empty on two passing attempts into the
end:zone on fourth-down situations. Boylan took a
7-0 lead on a defensive strip and fumble recovery for
a touchdown. The Golden Watriors tied it, however,
with just nnder six minutes remaining in the contest
on a 4-yard TD run by Negil Bruce. Sterling won it
thanks to a 22-yard field goal in the final seconds.

Bruce and quarterback Cooper Willman, who
rushed for over 100 yards vs. Boylan, give the
Golden Warriors a solid one-two punch out of the
backfield, while linebacker Isaiah Ryan is Sterling’s
defensive standout.

Interestingly, the Golden Warriors’ only loss this
season (35-7) was pinned-on them in the regular
season finale by Northern Hlinois Big 12 opponent
Sycamore, whom Montini edged 21-17 in the second
round. This is the final year in the Northern Tlinois
Big 12-Conference for the GoldenWarrtors, who'it - -

EMEE, FEITUEF T AVAS b g T
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to each other in postseason play. Montini knocked
off Sterling 35-10in second round of the 2011 Class
5A playoffs en route to winning the title game 7045
over Joliet Catholic.

“They’fe proud, they have tradition; they’re good
bard-nosed kids so it's going to be a great battle,”
said Montini coach Mike Bukovsky. “That whole
conference with them and Sycamore and Kanéland
and Yorkville, those guys have been doing a great
job all year long so we knew whoever would come
out of there was going to present quite a-challenge.

“We’ve got one more to go to where we need to

That destination to which Bukovsky is referring is
the Class 5A champioriship game on Thanksgiving
weekend. A victory over Sterling would put the
.Broncos in Champaign for the first time since 2015
when Montini won the 6A ciown going undeteated
(14-0) under then head coach Chris Andriano.
Montini would face the winner of the Hillcrest-Joliet
Catholic semifinal game. Hillcrest (12-0) is the
top-seeded team in the lower bracket, while Joliet
Catholic (8-4) is the 14th-seed. )

“We played them in the playoffs in 2011,”
Bukovsky said. “We played a nice game out there at
a beautiful facility. Now they’ve got turf so that’s a
good thing for us; we like to play on turf. It's going
to be a ballgame; we know that. The way the bracket
looked, that was going to be a possibility (playing
Sterling). We'll strap it up this week and bring it
~again?* - i il v

*style

DON ALFANO PHOTOS Lombardian-Vila Park
its 54-6 Class 5A quarterfinals win

Junior wideout Nate Muersch
Saturday. The Broncos travel to
semifinal playoff game agai

- § g

goes up to try and catch a pass last
Sterling this Saturday for a Class 5A

the Gold!

Warriors.

Wariors' Haake makes her fourth
stiaight trip to the state swimming meet

Willowbrook senior Elissa Haake

| will make her fourth straight appear-
" ance in the THSA girls state swim-

ming and diving meet this week,
Haake, who swims for the Willow-
brook/Addison Trail girls  team,
earned this year’s state-meet berths
during Saturday’s sectional at Down-
ers Grove North High School.

She qualified for the state meet in
two events—the 200-yard freestyle

| and the 500-yard freestyle, Haake

finished in second place in each event
at the sectional. She qualified for the
state meet by swimming under the
state-standard time in both events.
The state meet begins this Friday
at Evanston High School.
Haake compieted the 200-yard

" freestyle race at the sectional in 1

minute, 51.75 seconds—under the

qualifying standard of 1:55.10.

- She, finished the 590-yard free-
eNeat i, S minates; 4.26h seer

"

4

onds, which met the qualifying stan-
dard time of 5:09.26.

As a freshman, Haake earned in-
dividual state-meet berths in the 50-
and 100-yard freestyle events. As a
sophomore, Haake competed at the
2016 state meet and advanced to the
consolation finals of two events—the
200-yard freestyle and the 100-yard
freestyle. She placed ninth in the
200-yard race and 10" in the 100-
yard contest.

Haake returned to the state meet
last year, competing in the 200- and
100-yard freestyle events.

Willowbrook freshman Ellie Has-
sler qualified for this year’s state
meet during Saturday’s Downers
Grove North Sectional. Hassler won
two events-—the 50- and 100-yard
freestyle athletes with disabilities
races. She finished the 50-yard race
in-48.95 secopds. She completed the
100:yard eyentin'&i50,24+ ¢ ;v e,



Page 14

Obama’s political career in lllinoi

Editor’s note: The weekly Hlinois
Bicentennial series is brought to you
by the Hliinois Associated Press Me-
dia Editors and Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. More than 20 newspapers
are creating stories about the state’s
history, places and key moments in
udvance of the Bicentennial on Dec.
3, 2018. Stories published up to this
date can be found at 200illinois.com.

By Chris Kaergard
OF THE JOURNAL STAR
A decade
ago, he claimed
victory in the
presidential
campaign from
Grant Park in

aounced his run | _
— and later his
ronning  mate
— on ground
trod by-Abraham Lincoln at the Old
State Capitol.

And, yes, he also quoted Ronald
Reagan on occasion.

Like the first two, Barack Obama
wasn’t born here, but chose to live in
[linois-and make his reputation with-
in these borders. .

While his post-presidency may
not — at least for now — feature a
Chicago address, his time in Chica-
20 and its politics helped clarify his
presidential character to the world,
and prepare him for the task.

So, too, did the world under the

[CS \ 1,

U.S. Sen. Barack Obama, DAL,
Feb. 10, 2007, m before
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President Barack Obama

PHOTO COURTESY OF RON JOHNSON.- P}

it ad

a4

'EORIA JOUHAL STAR Lombardian/Villa Park Raview
boards Alr Force One at the Air National

Guard Base in Peoria on Aug. 8, 2011, after visiting Minnesota, lowa

and Illinols.
Capitol dome in Springfield, and his
time representing a state that boasts
Fortune 500 corporations, industrial
laborers, suburban families, down-
state farmers and many others.

“I think coming from an indus-
trial, agricultural state with a lot of
cultural diversity was such a great
learning experience for him,” says
Ray LaHood, Obama’s former secre-
tary of transportation.

That experience started

in Chica-
go, and it began at a fortui

the right time, during the mayoral-
ty of Harold Washington, and his
growth in the political world during
the election and term of Sen. Carol
Moseley Braun — two trailblazing
African-American politicians.

Obama himself noted much the
same about the connection to Wash-
ington’s era, writing in “Dreams of
My Father” that his election as the
city’s first African-American mayor
“had given (the) people a new idea
of tt

mo-
ment.

"The  diagnosis from an
end-of-presidency lysis by Chi-

Ives. Or maybe it was an
old idea, born of a simpler time, Har-
old was something they still held in

cago magazine points to Obama’s
arrival on the Windy City scene at

cC : like my idea of organizing,
he held out an offer of collective re-
demption.”
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large crowd gathered at the Old
ing his candidacy for the 2008 Democratic presidential nomination.

State Capliol In Springfield on

His nature as something of an out-
sider — at least not someone raised
from birth in Chicago’s political cul-
ture — also may have helped Obama.

“Atraditional Chicago pol, tainted
by the alliances and the deal-making
of the city’s shady political culture,
could never succeed on a national
stage,” the piece notes, .

Most people know - Obama’s
thumbnail-sketch biography: com-
munity organizer, president of the
Harvard Law Review, state legisla-
tor, U.S. senator, president. But one
initiative that gets less attention now
is one that helped propel him to local
fame.

After law school and before the
Legislature, during those few years
of private legal practice that fly under
the radar, Obama led a major voter
registration drive — the biggest in
Chicago history to that point.

-Project Vote put more than
125,000 more voters on the rolls in
1992, many of them minorities, and
it got people talking about a possible
political future for him.

Weeks later, the man whose 2008
presidential candidacy would later be
credited with spikes in minority and
youth voting said in a Chicago mag-
azine story on the registration effort,
“I think it’s fair to say we reinvigo-
rated a slumbering constituency. We
got people to-take notice.”

That’s one of many themes he lat-
er took to'a national campaign and
the presidency that were first sound-
ed in the Windy City.

When he first ran for the Legisla-
ture, he said this about his organizing
efforts in a 1995 interview with the
Chicago Reader:

“In America, we have this strong
bias toward individual action. You
know, we idolize the John Wayne
hero who comes in to correct things
with both guns blazing. But individu-
al actions, individual dreams, are not
sufficient. We ‘must unite in collec-
tive action, build collective institu-
tions and organizations.”

And. this, too, in .the Chicago
Reader, from a man whose presiden-
tial campaigns grew leaders from the
grass roots.

“Three major doubts have been
raised,” he said. The first is wheth-"
er-in today’s political environment
— with its emphasis on media and
money — a grass-roots movement
can even be created. Will people still
answer the call of participatory pol-
itics?

“Second,” Obama said, “many be-
lieve that the country is too racially
polarized to build the kind of mul-
tiracial coalitions necessary to bring

s helped shape his presidency

about massive economic change.

“Third, is it possible for those of
us working through the Democratic
Party to figure out ways to use the
political process to create jobs for
our communities?”

Other experiences along the way
also helped him develop beyond
those early days — not only living in
acity “with its politics 24-7,” but the
personalities that it contains helped
prepare him for that world, LaHood
says.

So, too, did his single loss, taking
on U.S. Rep. Bobby Rush for a seat
in Congress in 2000.

“I think the fact that ... he lost his
election in the congressional race
was probably as good a lesson as
you can learn in politics on what to
do and what not to do,” LaHood said.
“That was, while probably painful, a
good lesson for him to leamn.”

Sc was learning about the state
that exists beyond the borders of
Cook County.

Once in the Senate, Obama got
to know lawmakers from all corners
of the state, including Sen. Denny
Jacobs in the Quad Cities and Sen.
George Shadid from Peoria.

“He learned a lot' from George
Shadid and central Tllinois — and
I'm sure that was true of all sena-
tors,” LaHood says, pointing to the
reunion Obama staged with former

lleagues after a valedictory visit
to the Illinois Legislature late in his
term to visit with longtime pals under
the dome.

Some of those friendships made it
easier to run for U.S. Senate, already
having an understanding of down-
state - interests and priorities. And
geographic proximity helped when
he turned his eyes to the presidency.

“When he started runming for
president, you didn’t have to show
him where Davenport was,. hav-
ing represented the Quad Cities. Or
Muscatine, having been to Quincy,”
LaHood says.

One more legacy, too, that Obama
took from his adopted state and his
early political career. ~~ T °

He and LaHood played golf ear-
Lier this year, and the latter says that.
Obama’s love of the links developed
in the statehouse. ‘

On slow session days, LaHood re-
lates that the young senator noticed
colleagues clearing out of the Capitol
in the late afternoon, and learned that
many were adjourning to golf cours-
es in town. So he took up the sport
himself, :

“He really learned how to play
golf on courses in Springfield,” La-
Hood says.

Movers and shakers: Chavez, Kmfdison

make the Willow

By Mike Miazga
FOR THE LOMBARDIAN-
VILLA PARK REVIEW

Coach after football coach will
say games are won in the trenches.

The Willowbrook football team,
which advanced to the state quarter-
finals for a third year in a row, has
two leaders this season advancing
the charge on both sides of the line
in senior three-year varsity players
Emmanuel Chavez and Matthew
Knudtson.

Chavez and Knudtson helped Wil-
lowbrook win its first 11 games of
the season :(becoming the school’s
first undefeated 11-0 team since the
mid-1970s), win another West Sub-
urban Conference Goid Division ti-
tle and get to the final eight teams in
the state for a third season in a row.

“You never hear their names, but
they make us go,” said Willowbrook
coach Nick Hildreth.

Chavez and Knudtson are part of a
Willowbrook offensive unit that was
averaging almost 400 yards a game
through the team’s first 11 contests
(2,274 on the ground and 2,125
through the air).

“Our offensive line is solid,” said
Chavez, who plays.right tackle on

offense and - defensive- tackle: “We. -

all know our stuff. We're a little
smaller this year, but we are quicker.
We run our tempo well against other
teams. We are well-conditioned.”

Knudtson added: “The past cou-
ple years we have really bonded as a
group. We have a lot of fun. We're a
bunch of buddies and our main goal
is to protect Sam. We’re really close
with him as well.”

Sam would be standout Willow-
brook quarterback Sam Tumilty,
who had thrown for 2,125 yards and

26 touchdowns (3 i ‘ptions)

through 11 games, while running’

for 1,241 more yards and 16 touch-
downs. ’

“Our pass protection is good,”
Chavez said. “We can hold the pock-
etreal well and not let much penetra-
tion through. Sam pulls us.through
a lot of the time. When we get into
tough situations he brings us togeth-
er in the huddle and makes sure we
are in the right positions. When that
pocket does collapse, he finds a way
through to always gain yards.”

“We take a lot of pride in our pass
blocking,” said Knudtson, who plays
left guard on offense and nose tack-
le and defensive tackle on the other
side of-the ball. “We don’t want Sam

getting hurt. We witl-do-whatever we -

can to make sure that never happens.
It’s why we’ve been so successful.
We have a lot of pride on the offen-
sive line. We know we can trust the
guy next to (us). If you slide over,
you know someone has your gap
and you know they are picking up
blitzes. If you do mess up, you know
there is a guy there to pick yon up
and help you out. If I go left, I know
the guy next to me is doing his job
just as hard.”

Chavez said proper conditioning
has helped the Warriors, with nu-
merous two-way players, separate
itself from the pack.

“The whole team is conditioned
well.” he said. “We like to run our
tempo against teams and get that
upper hand and see who comes out
on top. The conditioning helps a
ton. Sometimes you do get tired, but
when you condition a Iot it helps. In
practice, we value our running.”

Knudtson added: “We do have a
lot of guys who play both ways and
we know we have to challenge our-
selves to be the toughest. We know
we have to be more conditioned than
other teams and we know we have
to push harder and push the tempo

even faster. We are able. to keep pace *

‘because of how hard: we work -and

how much we put into condition-
ing.”

On defense, Willowbrook allowed
just 116 points through 11 games.

“We’ve definitely put a lot into this
season,” said Knudtson. “We don’t
give up. If we make a mistake, we
Jjust expect to do better on the next
play. We don’t take any plays off and
we trust each other. We go full-out
every down and every snap.”

Knudston remembers back to his
sophomore season on the varsity. “It
feels like a long time ago,” he said.
“I was always trying to prove my-
self. T looked up to those guys and
worked hard to be one of those guys.
I did my best to help keep the sea-
son going for as long as I could for
them. I was part of that group and
part of those guys. I was accept-
ed into a bigger family like a little
brother, but I felt just as important,
They depended on me just as much
as I depended on them.”

Knudston noted he’s played foot-
ball with Chavez dating back to the
seventh grade. “It’s been five years
with him,” he said. “He’s one of my
best friends. He’s a really good guy.
No matter what the situation is, win
or lose, he always has your back, no

brook football lines go

the sophomore team four years ago.
It’s -nice to have him with me. We
like to tackle new challenges togeth-
er”

Chavez tipped his cap to Hil-
dreth and the Willowbrook coach-
ing staff. “Ever since Hildreth took
over we've seen so much success,”
ke said.

Chavez noted the team also has
been driven in part by doubt. “When
nobody expects us to do -what we
have done, that’s what drives us—
the doubt,” he said. “That’s why we
work hard and why we are out here
winning games.”

Knudston added: “Three years
ago we were 6-3 and nobody expect-
ed us to make the quarterfinals. We
did that and then last year we won
our first conference title in 35 years
and now we are the first team to go
undefeated in the school since 1975,
Each year we keep building on our
accomplishments.”

But the overreaching factor in the
team’s success, Chavez noted, is the
bond the players have formed.

“We’ve had so many great experi-
ences together,” he said. “Every play-
er has been able to experience this
with their teammates because of the

matter-what. “We were fi

on-

ding we-have. It's-a-nice thing”
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Montini pounds Sterlin

By Mike Sandrolini
LOMBARDIAN-VILLA PARK REVIEW
STAFF REPORTER

Nick Fedanzo and Zach Olson
were part of a Montini Catholic
freshman class in 2015 that had only
18 on the roster.

Though smal} jg numbers, that
class has worked hard and perse-
vered. Now, these seniors—and the
entire Broncos team—find them-
‘selves on the cusp of achieving the
ultimate goal: a state championship.

Fedanzo rushed for 107 yards and
two fourth-quarter touchdowns 15
and 6 yards), and Olson took a punt
return 77 yards to the house in the
second quarter en route to a 42-20
triumph in a Class 5A state semifinal
game at Sterling last Saturday.

The Broncos face off against a fa-
miliar championship game foe, Joliet
Catholic, at 10 a.m. -Saturday at the
University of Iilinois’ Memorial Sta-
dium (see: A look at this weekend’s
Class 5A state championship game,
in the sports section).

“Freshman -year, even though
we had a small number of guys, we

Warriors compete

knew we had a special group,” said
Olson. “We’ve bonded so much over
these past four years. I wouldn’t
trade these guys for anything. Just
having that camaraderie, having that
chemistry between each other, it all
comes out on the field. This is the
Pproduct of it.” .

“Freshman year we came in with
18 players,” said Fedanzo, who’s
verbally committed to Ilinois and
will get an opportunity on Saturday
to play on what will be his home field
for the next four years. “We never
thought we’d have a shot like this.
We made it.”

Fedanzo’s two TDs added to a
game that, for all intents and purpos-
s, was over by halftime as the Bron-
©os stormed out to a 28-7 lead.

Montini took the boisterous fans
who packed Sterling Chevrolet Field
at Roscoe Eades Stadium out of the
game early, scoring on its open-
ing drive—a 15-yard Deontay Bell
run—and then stopping a potentially
game-tying drive by the Golden War-
riors when Fred Stokes recovered a
fumble at the Montini 7-yard line.

>

at the state swim meét

Haake finishes 10th in the

200-yard freestyle

 Willowbrook  students . Elissa
Haake and Ellie Hassler represented
the Willowbrook/Addison Trail girls
swim team at the JHSA state swim
and dive meet, which took place last
Friday and Saturday at Evanston
High School.

Haake a senior from Lombard,
completed her decorated high school
career with a 10™-place finish in the
200-yard freestyle. Haake, who com-
peted in four consecutive state meets,
advanced to Saturday’s consolation
final of that event with an eighth-
place effort during Friday’s prelim-
inaries. ' She also competed in the
500-yard freestyle at the state meet.
She swam in the preliminaries and
narrowly missed a berth in the con-
solation finals,

The top six swimmers in each
swimming event of Friday’s prelim-
inaries advanced to Saturday’s finals,
while those who finished in seventh
through 12" place qualified for the
consolation finals.

Haake completed the 200-yard
freestyle in 1 minute; 51,28 seconds
during Friday’s preliminaries. A to-
tal of 42 swimmers competed in that
event in Evanston on Friday. Haake
posted the eighth-best time of those
42 competitors to earn her berth in the
consolation final.

Haake finished the 200-yard free-
style in 1:52.43 in Saturday’s conso-
lation final to earn a 10™-place overall
finish in the event.

Haake, who had never compet-
ed in the 500-yard event at the state
meet until this year, turned in a finish-
ing time of 5:03.73 in that race during
Friday’s preliminaries. That time was
good for 16" place out of 39 compet-.
itors, and just short of a top-12 finish
that would have earned a spot in Sat-
urday’s consolation final,

Haake qualified for the statc meet
in nine events—eight individual and
one relay—during her four years in
high school. As a freshman, she qual-
ified in two individual events—the
50- and 100-yard freestyle. She was
also a member of a state-qualifying
relay team,

As a sophomore, Haake qualified
for the 2016 state meet and advanced
to the consolation finals of the 100-
and 200-yard freestyle events. She
placed ninth in the 200-yard race and
10" in the 100-yard event.

One year ago, Haake qualified for.

v
S vy

the state meet in the 100- and 200-
yard freestyle races.

This season, Haake focused on the
500-yard freestyle for the first time in
her high school career.

“We thought it was the best thing,”
said  Willowbrook/Addison  Trail
coach Tara Murphy. “She had great
times in the 100. But she’s really
a distance swimmer. We knew she
would do well in the 500.”

“Bver since I started swimming,
literally every single coach I've had
said I had a natural 200/500 stroke,”
said Haake, who will continue her
swimming career at Purdue Universi-
ty. “1 thiought I was more of a sprinter,
but I slowly started working my way
up to those longer events. I started to
realize I'm not as much of a sprinter
as I thought.”

While swimming with her club
team in January, Haake tried the 500-
yard freestyle at a meet in Indiana.
She dropped about six seconds off
her personal-best time,

“Ireally like the 500,” said Haake,
who plans to major in actuarial sci-
ence at Purdue. “It feels so much
different, but not necessarily more
difficuit.” ’

On Oct. 27, Haake broke the West
Suburban Gold Conf; Meet re-
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roncos Champaign-bound

; to face Joliet Catholic for 54 crown

“We played here a few years ago
and they have a great program here;
a lot of pride,” said Montini coach
Mike Bukovsky. “This (Sterling) is a
proud, proud program; this school is
over 100 years old so we knew that
this was going to be a challenge to
be able to play here so we had to be
ready.

“We knew we had to start fast and
we were debating all week what we
wanted to do. Did we want to take
the ball or not? They won the (coin)
flip and they deferred so we took the
ball and we were ready. That was a
great way to go down the field and
score like that.”

That turnover eventually led to
Robert Brazziel's 14-yard fade to
Nate Muersch and a 14-0 Bronco
lead seven seconds into the second
quarter. .

“We knew we had to come out fast
and try to beat them down and crush
their spirits,” Fedanzo said. “[ think
we did a pretty good job of it.”

Montini stopped the ensuing Ster-
ling offensive series in its tracks as
Franik Conforti hit Golden Warriors’

;

Quarterback Cooper Willman, caus-
ing Willman to fumble (Willman
didn’t play the entire second half due
to an injury unrelated to the fumble).
Jackson Bruscianelli pounced on the
loose ball, and the Broncos were in
business at the Sterling 30-yard line.

On the next play, it was Brazziel
to Muersch once again for a touch-
down to make it 21-0. Muersch
caught three passes for 70 yards in
the second quarter alone.

“Turnovers are always a huge part
of these games and we work on cre-
ating turnovers a lot,” said Bukovsky,
“I think we're close to plus-20 on
the year. We really work at that, and
those turnovers really helped early.
That’s something that can really help
you in these big games.

“Winning on the road in the play-
offs is what it’s all about. If you want
to go deep, you have to leamn to win
on the road, and quite frankly, we did
not do that last year. We were able
to do that this year, and that was the
biggest area of improvement that
we've made from one season to the
next.”

A four-and-out by Sterling then
opened the door for Olson’s punt
return—his second return for a
touchdown this postseason (Olson
returned a kickoff 92 yards vs. Syca-
more in the second round).

“I knew if T got to the outside, my
guys would set up blocks and they
set up the sideline for me and so 1
got there,” said Olson. “They were.
just making blocks left and right, and
1 just have to give credit to them. I
couldn’t have done it without them.”

Montini’s  dial  quarterbacks,
Bell and Brazziel, gave the Gold.
en Warriors fits all afternoon, with
Bell gaining 107 yards on 19 carries
and Brazziel completing 5 of 11 for
144 yards. Jemari Harris also had a
fourth-quarter pass interception.

“We’re just happy to get back
there (to the championship game) and
the kids did a great job,” Bukovsky
said. “We’ve talked about it all sea-
son, and we feel that the conference
we play in and our schedule prepares
us. That’s what we talk about all year
and it came to fruition.” -

See photos on page 18.
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Rams sign

Four Glenbard East senior

to play collegiate

ﬁm: 0F THE RAMS

ue their volleyb

coach Marci Maier,
University in Munci

2019 spring season.

at the g
Intent signing ceremony on Nov. 14 are: Allison Hamake
Emily Sarles, Sarah Elliott and Cars:

, Ind. Sarles will attend Wisconsin

" SUBMITTED PHOTO Lomld;aa park R
volleyball

y s al letters of intent last week to contin-
level. Pi d (left to right) during the National Letter of
7, Glenbard East girls and boys volleyball
on Brandt. Hamaker will attend Ball State
Lutheran College in Milwaukee. Eliott will
attend Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minn. Brandt will attend Grand Canyon Universlty in
Phoenix, Ariz. Hamaker, Sarles and Eifjott led Glenbard East's gir
regional title this fall. The Rams won a
Wheaton Warrenvllle South in a three
season with a 30-8 record: Brandt will

Is team to a 30-win season and a
Class 4A regional championship on Oct. 25, when they edged
-game reglonal final in Lombard. The Rams finished the 2018
complete his Glenbard East boys volleyball career duringthe ,
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cord in the 200-yard freestyle with
her first-place time of 1:54.75. She
also won the 500-yard freestyle title
at the conference meet. One year ago;
Haake set the conference meet record
during her victory in the 100-yard
freestyle. That record still stood after
this year’s conference meet.

Hassler, a freshman from Villa
Park, competed in the AWD 50- and
100-yard freestyle events during Sat-
urday’s action at the state meet in
Evanston. She completed the 50-yard
race in a seventh-place time of 44.24
seconds. Hassler earned another sev-
enth-place finish in the 100-yard free-
style race, which she completed in
1:43.06.

Hassler’s state-meet times in both
events improved on her performanc-
es from last week’s sectional compe-

tition. Her 50-yard freestyle time in

Evanston was more than four seconds
faster than her sectional time in that
event. Her 100-yard freestyle effort
at the state meet was over seven sec-
onds faster than her sectional time.
Hassler and Haake both qualified
for the state meet with their perfor-
mances at the Downers Grove North
Sectional on Nov. 10. B
- See photo on page18. -
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A great start for the Warriors

One-point win over East Aurora lifts Willowbrook to 3-0

The Willowbrook girls basketball
team, which won just four games last
season, improved its 2018-19 record
to 3-0 with last Friday’s exciting
42-41 win over East Aurora in Villa
Park.

The Warriors trailed East Aurora
41-38 with less than a hinute to play,
but seniors Cecilia Lizasuain and
Maura Heneghan each hit a pair of
free throws in the ciosing seconds to
lift Willowbrook to the win.

“Our girls came to play tonight,”
said Willowbrook coach Terry Har-
rell after Friday’s win. “They were
defensively focused and they played
hard. I'm really proud of them.”

The narrow victory over the Tom-
cats gave the Warriors a 2-0 record
in their six-team Thanksgiving Invi-

The Warriors began the season
with a 60-25 win at Glenbard North
on Nov. 13. They kicked off their
tournament with a runaway 76-12
win over Glenbard North on Nov. 15.

Willowbrook followed its two
lopsided wins by showing it could
rally from behind and prevail in a
close game. The Warriors and East
Aurora were tied at 18-18 at half-
time. The Tomcats keld a 27-20 lead

‘midway through the third quarter.

Willowbrook then reeled off sev-
en straight points to tie the game at
27-27 by the end of the period. Soph-

-omore Stephanie Dasbach started the
7-0 run with an inside basket. Junior:

K’aliyha Herron then scored the next

five points with a three-point play,:

£all

1 by an inside basket.

tational. The round-robin event con-
cludes this week. Willowbrook will
complete the tournament with games
against Plainfield Central, Stevenson

and Lockport.

East Aurora began the fourth quar-
ter with a 7-0 run to seize a 34-27
lead with over five minutes to play.
Once again, the Warriors responded.
Sophomore Grace Tumilty began an

8-0 run. with a basket. Herron then
scored off a steal. Dasbach’s field
goal cut the Tomcats’ Jead to 34-33
with about 4:30 to play. Tumilty hit
a pair of free throws at the 4:20 mark
to complete the 8-0 1un and give the
Warriors a 35-34 Jead.

East Aurora regained the lead with
a basket, but Tumilty’s free throw
with 3:23 to play tied the score at 36-
36. The Tomcats then scored three
straight points to take a 39-36 lead.
Senior Emma Barrington of Willow-
brook scored to cut the Tomcats’ lead
to 39-38 with about two minutes to
play. Neither team scored until East
Aurora made a pair of free throws
with 30.9 seconds left to take-a 41-
38 lead. .

Lizasuain scored her first two
points of the game when she drained
two free throws with 21.6 seconds
left. Seconds later, the Tomcats

T Sow ARKIGNS, Page 15
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The Willowbrook girls basketball team moved to 3-0 with last Fri-
day’s 42-41 win over East Aurora in Villa Park. The victory gave the
Warriors a 2-0 record in their own six-team Thanksgiving tourna-
ment, which concludes this week. Sophomore Stephanie Dasbach
(above-No. 30) scored a team-high 17 points for Willowbrook. Ju-
nior K’allyha Herron (also pictured bottom middle) provided seven
points. Senior Maura Heneghan (No. 14-bel ) stepped to the free-
throw line with her team trailing 41-40 with 16.7 seconds to play.
Heneghan made both attempts to give the Warriors the lead.
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Tough start
for Rams

The Glenbard East girls bas-
ketball team opened the 23 an-
nual Rachel Bach Tournament |
with last Saturday’s 58-21 loss
to Glenbard South in Lombard.
Sophomore Lauren Huber (No.
15, plctured above) scored a
team-leading 10 points for the
Rams, who trailed Glenbard
South 39-10 at halftime. Sopho-
more Emily Ryan (No. 22, pictured
at right) added seven points. The
loss dropped the Rams’ season
record to 0-2. Glenbard East
opened its season with a 53-38
loss at Plainfield Central on Nov.
13. Huber scored 14 points. The
Ramis’ starting lineup features

@ i 5
*Warriors ./

turned the ball over with a traveling
violation. Heneghan went to the line
with 16.4 seconds to play. Heneghan
sank both free throws to give the
‘Warriors a 42-41 lead.

The Tomcats advanced the ball
into the frontcourt before calling a
timeout with about eight seconds
remaining. East Aurora launched a
last-second shot after the timeout,
but the shot missed the mark.

Dasbach, who is in her first season
on the varsity, scored a team-leading
17 points for the Willowbrook. She:
left the game after a collision with
two other players in the final minute.

Herron and Tumilty each scored
seven points for the Warriors, Bar-
rington added four points. Heneghan,
who made her first free throw in the
second quarter; provided three points,

Senior Katelyn McCann' poured
in 17 points in the Warriors’ sea-
son-opening win at Glenbard North,
Herron added 11 points for the War-
riors, who eruised to a 35-10 halftime
lead. Senior Maureen Schmid scored
eight points.

McCann  provided  another
17-point output in the Warriors’
game against West Chicago. She
scored 15 -of those points in the first
quarter, when Willowbrook grabbed
a33-3 lead.

Dasbach and Lizasuain both
scored 13 points in the victory over
West Chicago. Herron added eight
points.

four soph Huber, Ryan,
Brooke Hernandez and Denise
Navar. They join senior Sophia
Moore in the starting five. “We are
S0 young,” said Glenbard East
coach Nicole Miller. “We're going
to be learning a lot and trying to
improve with every game.” The
Rams are completing the four-
team Rachel Bach Tournament
with this week’s games against
Glenbard West and Glenbard
North. This year’s event features
the four District 87 schools. The
tournament is named in honor
of 1996 Glenbard East graduate
Rachel Bach, An accomplished

| thi Bach d
away in 1996, shortly before she
was to begin her freshman year
at Augustana College. -




Nazareth’s Michael Love follows

older brother

By JOSHUA WELGE
jwelge@shawmedia.com

It’s true. Michael Love did
follow a sibling into football.

Not just the one you think.

“So, my sister, Devinne,
was actually the first one to
play football,” said Love, Naz-
areth’s senior receiver/defen-
sive back. “She played a few
years of flag. She started the
family tradition.”

Love’s father was a basket-
ball man. The next generation
clearly took to football.

Love claims he was 3 years
old when he started playing,
joining his well-known brother
Julian’s travel team.

“Technically, I wasn’t old
enough to be in a league,” Love
said. “I played on my brother’s
team.”

Love indeed looks like he
was almost born with a football
tucked in his arm.

He followed his brother, Ju-
lian, who led Nazareth to back-
to-back state championships in
2014 and 2015, to the La Grange
Park school. Love could take
his place alongside Julian, now
a starter for third-ranked No-
tre Dame, as a state champion
this weekend when the Road-
runners play St. Charles North
in a Class 7A final.

On a team brimming with

talent, Love stands out. He has .

24 total touchdowns, 54 catches
for 1,018 yards and 18 touch-
downs, has run for four more
scores and has two return TDs.
He also plays cornerback and
even punts.

Like Julian in 2015, Love
is the Suburban Life Football
Player of the Year.

“Whether it’s making a
kid miss, or running someone
over, he’s going to get it done,”
said J.J. McCarthy, Nazareth’s
sophomore quarterback, who
first met Love in the sixth
grade. “Having him around,
it’s a huge luxury.”

Love, it seems, is like the
turbo button on a video game
come to life.

Every play is a touchdown
in waiting.

Against Simeon in the state
quarterfinal, Love broke sever-
al tackles on a 75-yard punt re-
turn for a TD. Against Batavia

as award

winner

-, .

Sean King - For Shaw Media

Nazareth Academy’s Michael Love, the Suburban Life Football Player of
the Year, returns a punt for a touchdown against Simeen in a Class 7A
state quarterfinai game Nov. 10 in Chicago.

in the semifinals, Love turned
an innocent-looking screen
pass into a 62-yard TD.

Love’s personal favorite
was a spectacular one-handed
grab he picked out of the air for
a score against Andrew.

“It’s kind of natural. I prac-
tice those [one-handed catch-
es],” said Love, who remains
uncommitted after reopening
his recruitment in September.
“My hands are bigger than
most people’s, so I have fun
with it.”

“I was scrambling out of
the pocket, ready to get blast-
ed,” McCarthy said, “and I see
him running opposite field and
launch it a little behind him
and he just reached back and
snags it with one hand.”

Love makes an impact even
when he doesn’t touch the ball.

His two punt returns for

TDs, against Hersey and Sim-
eon, were on Batavia’s mind
when the Bulldogs had two er-
rant punt snaps last weekend.
Both set up Nazareth scores.

“Their punt return team is
terrifying,” Batavia coach Den-
nis Piron said, “because you
can’t punt it to them because
Love is a gamebreaker at any
moment.”

Love and Nazareth have one
bit of unfinished business this
weekend. ]

Love had six catches for 121
yards and a TD and was the
intended receiver on the pass
that was intercepted by Prairie
Ridge to end last year’s Class
6A state final.

“It’s been in my head every
day since last year,” Love said.
“I try not to think about it, but
you know it’s always been on
my mind.”

Suburban Life Ali-Area Foothall Team

@i JACKSON BRUSCIANELLI, MONTINI, SENIOR, LINEBACKER: A
Ciass 5A All-State selection who anchored the defense for 54 state
finalist.
1 BRET BUSHHA, GLENBARD EAST, SENIOR, QUARTERBACK: Class
TA All-State selection and Upstate Eight Offensive Player of the Year
led Rams to first playoff appearance since 1999 and first unbeaten
regular season since 1965. He threw for 2,352 yards and 28 touch-
downs and ran for 468 yards and 13 TDs.
Wl CADE CARPOS, LEMONT, SENIOR, LINEBACKER: Committed to
lllinois State. Class 6A All-State selection had 116 tackles, seven for
loss, and three sacks.
B KEVIN COOLE, IC CATHOLIC PREP, JUNIOR, LINEBACKER:
Repeat selection, Cooke has team-best 178 tackles for Class 4A
state finalist. -
1 TYQUAN COX, GLENBARD WEST, SENIOR, RUNNING BACK: MVP
of West Suburban Conference and Class 8A All-State pick. Cox ran
for 1,354 yards and 23 TDs and had 25 catches for 325 yards and
three TDs, -
W AIDAN CRUICI(SHANK, HINSDALE CENTRAL, SENIOR, SAFETY:
Team MVP for West Suburban Silver co-champs. Cruickshank, a repeat
all-area selection, had 100-plus tackles his junior and senior years,
[ DIAMOND EVANS, NAZARETH, SENIOR, WIDE RECEIVER/
DEFENSIVE BACK: Committed to South Dakota State, Evans has 56
catches for 1,112 yards and 12 TDs for Class 7A state finalist.
1 RICH FEDANZO, MONTINI, SENIOR, RUNNING BACK: Committed
to Hlinois. Class 5A All-State pick has run for 1,248 yards and 16 TDs
for Class 5A state finalist.
15 KYLE FRAMKLIN, IC CATHOLIC PREP, SOPHOMORE, RUNNING
BACK: Franklin has run for 2,151 yards and 35 TDs for Class 4A state
finalist. Ran for career-high 311 yards and six TDs in state quarterfinal,
i MARQUESE GARRETT, HINSDALE SOUTH, JUNIOR, QUARTER-
BACK: West Suburban Gold Offensive Player of the Year. Garrett ran
for 965 yards and 12 TDs and threw for 961 yards and 12 TDs.
1 JOE IVES, WHEATON WARRENVILLE SOUTH, SENIOR,
DEFENSIVE BACK: lves had nine interceptions - two returned for
touchdowns - four pass breakups and 59 tackles,
R JEREMY JOHNSON, GLENBARD EAST, SENiOR, WIDE RECEIVER:
Broke every receiving record at East. This year, Johnson had 61
catches for 1,173 yards and 20 TDs.
M JACIC KELLY, WHEATON WARRENVILLE SOUTH, SENIOR,
DEFENSIVE LINE: Class 7A All-State pick and DuKane Conference
Defensive Lineman of the Year. Kelly had 101 tackles with four sacks
and 15 hurries,
B DAVID LANCILOTI, GLENBARD WEST, SENIOR, DEFENSIVE LINE:
West Suburban Conference’s Top Defensive Lineman for Silver co-
champs had 52 tackles, 14 of them for loss, and 6.5 sacks.
B MICHAEL LOVE, NAZARETH, SENiOR, WIDE RECEIVER: Love has
24 total TDs ~ 10 in the playoffs - for Class 7A state finalist. An All-
State pick, Love has 54 catches for 1,087 and 18 receiving TDs.
@ JJ. MCCARTHY, NAZARETH, SOPHOMORE, GUARTERBACK: Has
thrown for 3,088 yards and 35 TDs. Has offers from South Carolina,
Indiana, lowa State and Cincinnati.
@ BRENDON PASSARELLI, HINSDALE CENTRAL, SENIOR,
LINEMAN: Class 8A All-State pick and West Suburban Silver Offen-
sive Lineman of the Year.
W KiALIL SAUMDERS, IC CATHOLIC PREP, SENIOR, JUARTER-
BACK/DEFENSIVE BACK: Four-year starter has thrown for 1,370
vards and 16 TDs, run for 535 yards and six TDs, and defensively has
59 tackles and two interceptions.
B DANNY SKOLD, ST. FRANCIS, SENIOR, LINEMARN: Class 5A
All-Stater led Spartans from 1-8 record to 8-3 and second round of
playoffs, Had 45 pancake blocks and didn't give up a sack in two M
2

years. 7
5 SAM TUMILTY, WILLOWBROOK, JUNIOR, QUARTERBACK/
DEFENSIVE BACK: Led Warriors to second straight conference title -
and third straight state quarterfinal. Tumilty threw for 2,530 yards
and 30 TDs and ran for 1,270 yards and 16 TDs. Defensively had 102
tackles.
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Boys basketball: Tlpoff time for area teams

By JCSHUA WELGE
jwelge@shawmedia.com

and BILL STONE
editorial@mysuburbanlife.com

The boys basketball season tips off '

this week. Here are previews of area
teams.

Glenbard East Rams

COACH: Scott Milter
2017-2018 RECORD: 11-16

TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR  POS.
Alijah Nelson ir. G
DaRon Hall ir. G
Jeremy Johnson  sr. G
Anthony Shockey  sr. G
Antonio Davis Sr. F
Nate Dudek sr. F
Mitch Glennon sr. G
Jake Huisman sr, G
Mashar Lewis ST G
Jackson Rozinsky  sr. F
Clay Kepuraitis st G
Deon Cook i G

Outlook: What the Rams lack in size,
they more than make up for with speed
and quickness.

It starts with two-time All-Upstate
Eight point guard Nelson, who aver-
aged 13 points and two assists. Hall,
who averaged nine points and three as-
sists, is also back in the Glenbard East
backcourt. Johnson is a third return-
ing starter who averaged seven points,
and with Shockey is coming off a big
football season. Davis, at 6-fooi-6, pro-
vides size.

“We feel we have a chance to be
very good,” Miller said. “We have good
experience, shooting, guard play and
quickness.”

’ iC Catholic Prep Knights

COACH: T.). Tyrrell
2017-18 RECORD: 20-10

TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR  POS.
Khali Saunders St F
Mike Carpanzano  sr. F
Rashad Sbeih st. F
Ryan Wojtalewicz jr. C
Dom Gaudio ir. F
Zach Jordan ir. G
Chauncey Lee 0. G

Outiook: The Knights will have a sig-
nificantly different lineup after saying
goodbye to nine seniors who contrib-
uted to back-to-back Class 2A regional
titles and a Sweet 16 appearance last

David Toney - For Shaw Media
Willowbrook’s Matas Masys tries to drive
around Benet's David Buh during a regional
title game last season at Glenbard East.

season. This year’s team has three
seniors. One key expected returning
starter is Purdue football recruit Saun-
ders, who like other teammates will
get a late start as the Knights’ football
team plays in the Class 4A state cham-
pionship game this week.

The 6-4 Wojtalewicz, described by
Tyrrell as a “workhorse,” started in
the regional victories after Saunders
injured his finger in the regular-season
finale.

Point guard Lee is among five soph-
omores on the roster and should earn
notice in his first varsity season.

Road trips to Benet and York beef
up the schedule.

“Preparation and execution will be
team strengths,” Tyrrell said. “And it
will be another late start for some of
our football guys.”

Montini Broncos

COACH: Bob Lozano

2017-18 RECORE: 18-11

TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR  POS.
Luke Morrill St. G/F
Fred Stokes ST, F
Scott West st G
Kai Evans s0. G/F

Mark Gabriel S F
Deontay Bell ir. G
Julian Greenwood  jr. G
Outlook: A former assistant, Loza-

no takes over as head coach after the
death of Daryl Thomas in March.

“AJVos jr.

The Broncos have six seniors and
four returnees and probably will start
slow as they await the arrival of more
players after the football team’s Class
5A state championship game.

Returning for sure are Morrill,

1 West, Stokes and Evans,.who was on
-\ varsity as a freshman. Morrill and

Stokes started last year’s Class 3A re-
gional final, and West and Evans were
among the first off the bench. Starting
guard Anthony Thompson transferred
to Bolingbrook.

Lozano feels that the Broncos
should be able to continue scoring
points. How well they can limit op-
ponents’ scoring will determine their
win-loss success. The score of last
year’s regional final loss to Burling-
ton Central was 89-78.

“Our strength is our ability to get
the ball up and down the floor in transi-
tion,” Lozano said. “We need to improve
defensively from past years. Our key
will be defensive tempo, toughness.”

Timothy Chsistian Trojans

COACH: Scott Plaisier
2017-18 RECORD: 22-6
TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR
Matt Owens ir.
Justin Baez s,
Chris Brooks SI.

Danardo Jones sr.
Jack Baldridge ir.
Adam Moody jr.

Zach Orange ir.
losh Harris s0.

Outiook: The 5-10 Owens and 6-1 Baez
are returning starting guards from last
year’s 22-win season - the Trojans’ best
mark since their last regional title in
2010. The season also included a Metro
Suburban Red title.

Owens was among several scoring
options last season and is the only re-
turnee among the four 2018 all-confer-
ence selections, which included gradu-
ated conference MVP Brandon Orange.

Also back is Brooks, a significant
contributor off the bench, and Jones,
their tallest player at 6-7. Harris, a 6-4
guard/wing, is the lone sophomore on
the roster.

The Trojans hope to continue
their balanced philosophy under sec-
ond-year coach Plaisier.

The schedule includes a trip to Ran-
cho Solano Prep in Scottsdale, Arizona,
ondJan. 8.

. “Our strengths are sharing the bas-
ketba]l and pace of play,” Plaisier said.
“Our keys are consistently defending
and rebounding.”

Wiliowbrook Warriors
COACH: Chris Perkins

2017-2018 RECORD: 26-6
TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR  POS.
Matas Masys sr. G
Everett Stubblefield jr. G
Scott Tumilty SI. G
Jack Hines St G
Levi Bentsen Sr. G

Qutlook: The Warriors graduated
four starters — namely, All-Area post
Ethan Schuemer - off last year’s team
that knocked off Naperville North be-
fore losing to Benet in the sectional
final.

But the cupboard is far from bare.

Stubblefield gave a glimpse of his
potential with an electric 16-point
performance against Naperville
North. Masys, one of the area’s bet-
ter shooters, averaged 11.8 points and
hit 67 3-pointers, and is a bridge from
Willowbrook’s success the last few
years.

A tough schedule includes a return
visit to the Batavia Night of Hoops
and a trip to Sterling for an MLK Day
Shootout.

York Dukes

COACH: Vince Doran
2017-2018 RECORD: 17-12

TOP PLAYERS

NAME YEAR  POS.
Nick Kosich st. G
Erik Cohn sr., G
Nate Shockey ir. G
Sam Walsh St F
John Milling st G
Jeff Grace S0, G
Mike Pedote sr. G
Hassan Igbal St. G

Outiook: The Dukes return nearly
all of their scoring with quite a few
players back with varsity experience
from last year’s team that took second
in the Silver, namely Kosich, Cohn and
Walsh.

Kosich was York’s leading scorer
last year, averaging 12.3 points with 69
3-pointers.

Cohn and Shockey are two other
strong shooters.

Grace is a talented guard to watch
now and into the future.

Newcomers that may contribute are
Tim Glavan and Jake Brandolino.

Walsh, at 6-foot-5, is the post pres-
ence on a smallish guard-heavy group.

“This year’s team is small but fast,”
Doran said.
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Metea’s Kieinhans

Like many young -
coaches, Metea Valley
football coach Ben Klein-
hans has another genera-
tion of athletes to develop
— his own.

Dedicated to tending

 to the needs of three boys

between the ages of 4-10,

on Nov. 14 Kleinhans

met with Metea principal
Darrell Echols and ath-

letic director Jason Ward

to submit his resignation.

The search process for a new foot-
ball coach will begin next week,
Ward said.

“It got to a point where some-
thing had to give,” Kleinhans said
Wednesday. “That's kind of how
we arrived here.”

Metea’s second football coach
after Ted Monken, Kleinhans
amived at Metea in the spring of
2012 after serving as an assistant
atNeuqua Valley from 2003-11. He
graduated from Waubonsie Valley
in 1999, a quarterback under B.J.
Luke.

“It was a great time and a great
seven years. There's been a lot of
cool stuff here and great things,
made a lot of great relationships.
It’s hard to walk away from,” said
Kleinhans, who will continue as
a physical education and driv-
er's education instructor at Metea
Valley.

In his seven seasons the Mus-
tangs went 20-44 with one playoff
season in 2014 behind such play-
ers as Erin Morgan, Brett Boddy
and Bryson Oliver, the tailback
who was Metea’s first Hlinois High
School Football Coaches Associa-
tion First-Teamn All-State pick.

"“Great guy,” Ward said of Klein-
hans. “A great role model to not
only the football players but to all
of our student-athletes. He’s still
here in the building as a teacher
50 he will be around for sure in the
Yyeats to come, helping out in other
capacities of athletics.”

Building rapport with players
such as former quarterback Con-
nor Lovely and helping develop
others like Boddy, Blaise Bell and
Nick Dodson into strong college
players, Kleinhans said his favor-
ite aspect of the pesition was creat-
ing relationships. He said his staff
of assistant coaches “became my
best friends.”

As well as continuing to work
the hallways recruiting players for
his successor, Kleinhans will delve
further into youth baseball with his
boys and take things as they come.

‘Tl kind of let the dust settle
here and see what my wife (Heidi)
has in store for me,” he said. .

“I'll coach again at some point,
I don’t know where or when,”
he said. “I don't think I'm done
coaching, I just think it's: time
to step back, take a break a little
bit. I'll just find different ways to

David
Oberhelman

Sidelines
—_—

makes tough call

On Tuesday the Ilinois
School Soccer Coaches Associa-
tion released its 2018 Boys Soccer
Ali-State Team.

On the list were Lake Park senior
Franco Presta, Naperville Central
senior Cameron Strang, Wheaton
Academy senior Seamus Kilgallon
and a trio of Naperville North Hus-
Ides, senior Colin Iverson, junior
Ty Konrad and senior
Welch,

Incidentally, 16 days after mak-
ing 12 saves to secure Naper-
ville North’s third straight Class
3A championship, 1-0 over Lib-
ertyville, Welch scored 35 points
with 13 rebounds, 4 blocked shots
and 3 steals in a double-overtime
basketball win over Hinsdale Cen-
tral. Next the Loyola basketball
recruit will change a crying baby’s
diaper while juggling three chain
saws.

acknowledging high
school athletes, namely
football players. Start-
ing in 1974, those football
awards culminated annu-
ally with the presentation
of the Red Grange Award
honoring one player from
either Wheaton Central/
Wheaton Warrenville
South, Wheaton North or
Wheaton Warrenville,
Beginning with Whea-
ton North’s Keith Burl-

ingame, a player eamed the Red
Grange Award based not only on
football ability but also on aca-
demics and character. Last sea-
son, with Howard Gaede and Col-
lege of DuPage football coach Matt
Foster leading the transition, the
award expanded to all of DuPage
County with the inauguration of
the Daily Herald DuPage County
Red Grange Football Captain. Wil-
lowbrook’s Jack Jessen earned the
honor in 2017, and this year's win-
ner will be announced in Friday’s
newspaper.

It all started with the late Mr.
Gaede, whose generosity meant a
lot to generations of athletes.

Score

High

Tommy

Dive in

From the desk of Evanston
swim coach Kevin Auger comes
his 2018-19 boys preseason swim-

ing rankings.

Auger’s top six teams are, in
order: St. Charles North, Steven-
son, Hinsdale Central, St. Charles
East, Neuqua Valley and Naper-
ville Central. Waubonsie Valley
reaches No. 11 on a top-25 that
includes No. 16 Lake Park and No.
23 Downers Grove North.,

Defending state diving cham-
pion Kevin Sullivan of Downers
North, a senior, is among Auger’s
dive favorites along with Naper-

Daily Herald Reports

Fresh off a District 87 Tournament
championship, the Glenbard West
boys basketball team kept the train
rolling with a 79-48 victory over Metea
Valley Wednesday night in Glen Ellyn.

The Hilltoppers were on fire.from
the perimeter, knocking down 11
3-pointers and improving to 4-0 on the
young season,

“We did shoot the ball well,” said
Glenbard West coach Tim Hoder,
whose team has won all four games by
double digits. “That helps, We've been
shooting the ball well early.”

Evan Taylor nearly posted a tri-
ple-double, finishing with 26 points,
14 rebounds and 7 blocked shots. He
scored 11 of his points in the first quar-
ter as the home team used a 12-0 run
to lead 25-10.

“The most important thing was get-
ting back at this team,” said Taylor,
who made four 3s. “They beat us bad
last year. That really drove us plus our
fournament win. We really wanted to
beat them.

“Everyone was making shots. We've
been shooting like that in practice, We
are confident with everyone coming
on the floor; I trust everybody.”

Caden Phillips added 17 points,
including a pair of baskets in the sec-
ond quarter as the advantage swelled
to 43-23 by halftime. Glenbard West
led 62-37 heading into the fourth.

“Our team motto this year is ‘step
up,’ and a lot of guys are doing that
this year,” Phillips said. “We are get-
ting a lot of opportunities for others to
score, and it's been working well for us
sofar.”

Griffin Foster chipped in with
11 points, knocking down a trio of
3-pointers, and Carter Lindstrom had
9 points and 7 rebounds.

Ethan Helwig led the Mustangs (3-2)
with 19 points and Myles Leavy had 9
points.

- Scott Schmid

Benet 63, Timothy Christian.25:

Balance.

That's likely going to be the buzz-
word for the 2018-19 edition of Benet
boys basketball, and it was on display
Wednesday in a 63-25 win over host
Timothy Christian, -

The Redwings’ Big Three — senior
forwards Will Engels and Kendrick
Tchoua and junior center Colin Croth-
ers — all were within striking distance
of double-doubles. Tchoua got the
closest with 9 points and 10 rebounds,
but Engels and Crothers weren't too
shabby either.

Benet (4-0) also got 24 points off the

Baskethall roundup

-

P gir;an
22

PATRICK KUNZER/
pkunzer@dailyherald.com

Glenbard West's Caden Phillips takes
the ball to the hoop against Nietea
Valley on Wednesday.

“These guys are unselfish kids, so
I feel good about that,” Benet coach
Gene Heidkamp said. “When we
play in these big games coming up,
that's really going to show through.
It's shown through so far in the four
games.

“We've got to shore up our defense
and cut down on our turnovers. If
we can do those two things, we have
enough offensive firepower to have a
very good team.”

~— Gregg Vogs

Addison Trail 58, Lane Tech 48:

Addison Trail senior Adem Meh-
meti had a message for his teammates
before Wednesday night's boys bas-
ketball game with Lane Tech.

“At Thanksgiving at the Ridgewood
Towrnament, we came out really slow
and played tight games,” Mehmeti
said. “But this time I told our team
we've got to come out hot and give the
home crowd something to see, and
that's what we did.”

Indeed, the host Blazers came out
on fire and Mehmeti lit the match. The
burly 6-foot-4 guard bulled his way to
the hoop on his team’s first possession
to open the scoring,

That was just the start of a great
night for Mehmeti, He scored Addi-
son’s first 6 points and finished with a
game-high 21 points and 12 rebounds

D

Hilltoppers roll past Mustangs

“Adem is one of our leaders,” Addi-
son Trail coach Brendan Lyons said.
“We've been expecting a iot of him the
last couple years.

“He was primarily a slasher for us
the last two years. He's improved
his outside game. He's improved his
defensive game and just through his
example, his work ethic and the way
he plays, other guys on our team look
up to him,”

It didn't take long for the Blazers
(5-0) to start looking for Mehmeti, who
tallied Y points in the first quarter to
help put Lane (3-2) in an 18-6 hole.

Mehmeti, who came in averag-
ing 16.5 points on 70 percent shoot-
ing, was aggressive from the get-go but
said he was getting his points through
the offense.

“We run a motion offense,” said
Mehmeti, who made 7 of 10 shots.
“Sheldon, he was finding every-
one open. He finds me and finds
everyone.”

—MattLe Cren

Girls basketball

Naperville Central 55,
St. Charles East 53:

Naperville Central's Emily Spisak
felt pretty confident after releasing
her 3-point attempt late in the game
against St. Charles East Wednesday
night.

“Once it left my hand, I knew it was
going in,” said Spisak, whose clutch
outside shot with two seconds remain-
ing helped lift the Redhawks (3-2) to
their 55-53 nonconference victory in
St. Charles,

“This is the first time experiencing it
— it'sreally exciting.”

Sophomore Katlyn Allen, who paced
the Redhawks with 16 points, recorded
her fourth steal of the night and drew
a foul with her team trailing 53-52 with
7.5 seconds left,

Allen missed the front end of a
1-and-1, but junior teammate Lau-
ren Umbright corralled the offensive
rebound and found Spisak with a pass
for the game-winner after the Saints
misfired on their last-second half-
court heave.

‘I really thought Katlyn (Allen) was
going to make them (free throws)
— she was 7 for 8 at the time,” said
Redhawks coach Andy Nussbaum.
“It was a huge rebound by Lauren
(Umbright). She has done that a lot for
us.

“There was some pretty good high
school basketball out there tonight,
We maybe did one more thing right so

bench, led by senior guard Bennett as the Blazers remained unbeaten we were fortunate to win,”
Hickey with 8 points. with a 59-48 victory. — Craig Brueske
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