Scouting this weekend's playoff foothall games

Class 8A

Mo. 25 Bicom (6-3) at
Mo. 8 Glenbard West (8-1)

Game time: 1 p.m. Saturday.

Last week: Bloom 44, Rock Island Alleman 7; Glenbard West 56,
Proviso West 14.
Outiook: In 8A for a second straight year, the Hilltoppers ride an eight-game
winning streak after claiming the outright West Suburban Silver title. Bloom
finished third in the Southland Conference, averaging 38 points in its six
wins. Quarterback Juan Green has accounted for 1,300 passing yards and
is the team’s leading rusher with neary 500 yards. Glenbard West's defense
is still trying to stabilize itsetf from a season filled with injury. Ben Norgaard,
who can play the line or at linebacker, has been crucial. The running trio
of Ryan Diver, Dre Thomas and Tyquan Cox — a refum threat — has
combined for 1,969 yards and 29 touchdowns. Expect Tommy Bleker to get
. more snaps at quarterback.
Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 24 Naperville North and No. 9 Oswego.

No. 24 Naperville North (6-3) at
No. 3 Oswego (8-1)

Game time: 6:30 p.m. Saturday.

Last week: Naperville North 28, Wheaton Warrenville South 21;
0Oswego 30, Plainfield Central 0.

Outlook: It's a classic confrontation between Naperville North’s high-pow-
ered offense and Oswego’s stingy defense. How stingy? The Panthers
boast three shutouts, including last week’s over Plainfield Central, and
have allowed 54 points all season. Noah Shannon, an lowa recruit, is

the clear leader on the defensive line, while Dayne Millard is a force at
linebacker. The Panthers know they must slow the Huskies’ passing
game with quarterback Drake Davis, who’s thrown for 2,491 yards. Nick
Calcagno and Ryan Laurenzo have combined for 115 catches and 1,608
yards. Linebacker Ryan Marrano leads the Huskies in tackles despite
missing time early in the year due to injury. ‘
Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 25 Bloom and No. 8 Glenbard West.

Mo. 29 Lake Park (5-4) at
i{0. 4 Homewsood-Flossmoor (8-1)

Game time: 7 p.m. Friday.

Last week: Naperville Central 35, Lake Park 21; Homewood-Floss-
moor 50, Sandburg 14.

Outlouic: The Lancers couldn’t ask for a more challenging first-round
matchup in their first playoff appearance since 2009. But after surviving their
final season in the DuPage Valley, the Lancers couldn’t be more prepared.
Lake Park is the nealthiest it's been all year, and the offense is humming
with quarterback Jackson Behles, who has thrown for 1,700 yards, David
Kirkpatrick-Hardwick has emerged in the ground game, rushing for 450
yards the last three weeks. Containing the Vikings’ offense goes beyond
Northem llinois-bound running back Justin Hall, who also retums kicks,
lires up in the slot and plays in the sécondary: Lancers linebacker Gino
Romano paces the defense with 115 tackles.

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 20 West Aurora and No. 13 Naperville Central.

Nc. 20 West Aurora (7-2) at
i nerville Central (7-2)

o, 13

Game time: 7 p.m. Friday.

Last week: West Aurora 28, Geneva 24; Naperville Central 35, Lake
Park 21.

Outlook: This is a different West Aurora program than the one that
competed in the DuPage Valley.from 1997 to 2013. The Blackhawiks didn’t
have a winning season for 10 straight years before their current streak of
three straight playoff berths. Gamron Donatlan, a state high jump champion
and standout basketball player, rushed for 350 yards the last two weeks
upon his retum from injury. From Lavar Archibald up front to Jack Jopes

in the secondary, the Redhawks’ defense has been consistently solid. The
offense, though, has become special with the improved health of running
back A.J. Deinhart. It's a dangerous pairing with quarterback Payton Thome,
who's thrown for 1,777 yards.

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 29 Lake Park and No. 4 Homewood-Flossmioor.

No. 22 Stevenson (6-3) at
Ne. 11 Hinsdale Cextral (7-2)

Game time: 3 p.m. Saturday.

Last week: Warren 21, Stevenson 14; Hinsdale Central 42, Hinsdale
South 7.

Outlook: Hinsdale Central running back Luke Skokna passed the 1,000~
yard rushing mark last week, while linebacker Aidan Cruickshank notched
his 100th tackle. Fellow linebacker Sean Kelly, who had 3 sacks last week,
and lineman Caleb Lagestee power a unit that's allowed more than 21 points
onlv ance. Red Devils martarhack Connar Raner hac fillad in ardmirahhs

and Garrett Oakey, who also plays behind center in the Wildcat. If the ball
gets in the red zone, keep an eye on Indiana-bound tight end Matt Bjorson.
Stevenson, in the playoffs for the 29th straight year, lost two of its last three
games due in much part to 6 interceptions.

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 27 New Trier and No. 6 Loyola.

Class 7A

Mo. 17 Benet (€-3) at

Me. 16 Maine West (7-2)
Game time: 7 p.m. Friday.
Last week: Benet 38, Carmel 21; Deerfield 31, Maine West 30.
Outlook: Benet's top priority is matching the energy of Maine West, making
its first playoff appearance since 2002. Last week's loss to Deerfield cost
the Warriors the outright CSL North title, but they still enter the playoffs with
momentum. Benet's defense has been tremendous, and the challenge
this week comes from containing running back Jake Bellizzi, quarterback
George Markakis, who's thrown for 1,200 yards, and tight énd Matt
Kentgen. Connor Reid is among the many ballhawks in Benet's secondary.
Week by week the Redwings have expanded the playbook for sophomore
quarterback Colin Gillespie. Last week Thomas Snell became the latest
player to step up at running back.
Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 32 Harlem and No. 1 Hononegah.

Mo. 29 Gienbard North (5-4) at

Mo, 4 Batavia (8-1)
Game time: 6 p.m. Friday.

Last week: Glenbard North 24, Neuqua Valley 14; St. Charles North
35, Batavia 28.

Outlook: Now that it's reached the playoffs Glenbard North puts all the
pressure on Batavia. Again, it's no secret the Panthers will try to play ball
control with tailbacks Jayleen Fitzpatrick, Mark Finley, Angelo Cusumano
and Anthony Marre. Quarterback Lee Rady wilt aim for Tyrik Henderson
and Josh Flowers to prevent ace Batavia defenders like Luke Weerts and
Michael Bautch from completely selling out against the run. Coming off a
35-28 loss to St. Charles North, Batavia allows an average of 7 points buta
low-scoring game would be to Glenbard North’s benefit. Tum the ball over
and it lets Bulldogs quarterback Riley Cooper command a freewheeling,
muttifaceted offense with no superstars but loads of talent.
Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 20 Fenwick and No. 13 Wheaton North.

Mo. 20 Fenwick (5-3) at
No. 13 Wheaton Meorth (7-2)

Game time: 6 p.m. Saturday.

Last week: Fenwick 31, De La Salle 28; Wheaton North 20, Waubon-
sie Valley 10.

Outlook: Get ready for what might be the most physical first-round game

in the state. Wheaton North’s offense makes no secret about ts intent to
pound the ball with running back Sam Singleton, who’s rushed for 1,340
yards and 17 touchdowns. In addition to a strong line, the Falcons have
additional punishing blockers with fullback Michael Jarosz and tight end
Tyler Johnson. Fenwick’s defense also must be wary of quarterback Rhett
Netzer, who's thrown for 200 passing yards the last two weeks. Defensively,
the Falcons will focus on receiver Mike 0'Laughlin and running back Jason
Ivery. Trenton Hegranes had 3 of his 5 interceptions last week. Fellow
Falcons safety Jackson Gray has 4 picks.

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 29 Glenbard North and No. 4 Batavia.

No. 31 Downers Grove Morth (5-4) at
Ne. 2 Norma! Cormmunity (2-0)

Game time: 1 p.m. Saturday.

Last week: Downers North 24, York 6; Normal Community 50,
Champaign Central 21.

Gutiooc: Downers North must slow an offense that hasn't been held under
42 points. Last week, thanks to an offensive line averaging 270 pounds,
the Ironmen rolled behind running back Nick Hesse’s 4 touchdown runs
and touchdown reception. He and Varshaun Dixon combined for nearly"
300 rushing yards for an offense that only threw the ball a handful of imes.
Between outside linebacker Blake Davis and defensive lineman Ethan
Roesch, the Trojans' defense will lean on the experience of surviving a tough
West Suburban Silver schedule. Downers North's offense is no secret. The
Trojans bring a run-heavy atiack ied by Drew Sheily, who's rushed for 827
yards and 9 touchdowns.

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the

winner between No. 18 Mt. Carmel and No. 15 Moline.
Game time: 4 p.m. Saturday.

Last week: Deerfield 31, Maine West 30; Willowbrook 40, Downers

Class 6A

io. 13 Deerfield (5-4) at
Mo. 4 Wiliowbroolt (8-1)

Outlooic: While Willowbrook pretty much clinched a playoff berth weeks
ago, Deerfield needed a Week 9 overtime win over Maine West to qualify.
The Warriors actually needed two straight wins to qualify, but here they are.
They rolled up 350 yards of offense last week, mostly with running back
Kenny Kerstein and quarterback Jonah Silverglade. Willowbrook’s won
seven straight games with a diverse offense and a big-play defense. Jack
Jessen’s been tremendous on both sides of the ball, rushing for 1,603 yards
and 19 touchdowns while leading the team in tackles with 70 at linebacker.
The Warriors get strong two-way play from many others, including Nick
Sabaiino, a piaymaker at safety and wide receiver.

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 12 Montini at No. 5 DeKalb.

0. 12 Miont
No. 5 DsKalh (7-2)

Game time: 1 p.m. Saturday.
Last week: Montini 49, St. Francis 7; Sterling 31, DeKalb 3.

Outiook: Montini's 49-15 2015 semifinal win at DeKalb means little now.
What Barbs coach Matt Weckler said might prepare DeKalb for Montini’s
team speed and schemes was, ironically, last week’s 31-3 loss to unbeaten

Sterling. DeKalb itself runs a triple option out of a spread set that allows

quarterback Noah Valin and 1,200-yard rusher Jaylen Hobson to make
inside reads, bounce it outside or hit short perimeter passes to make
Broricos like finetacker Jackson Bruscianelli tackie in space. Montini owns
afine plus-15 tumover ratio. Dual-threat quarterback Nick Orfando, Matt
Morrissey and Brad Norgle have combined to complete 64 percent of their
passes for 1,410 yards, 15 touchdowns, 1 interception.

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 13 Deerfield and No. 4 Willowbrook.

No. 15 Hinsdale Scuth 5-4) at
Mo.  Creie-Mongs (8-1)

Game time: 7 p.m. Friday.

Last week: Hinsdale Central 42, Hinsdale South 7; Crete-Monee 52,
Cahokia 8.

Outlook: Last week’s loss put Hinsdale South in a precarious spot, but the
Homets made it to the playoffs as the last team to qualify. Now they hope to
repeat their last two appearances when they reached the 6A semifinals and
quarterfinals. Crete-Monee, the team that beat Hinsdale South in the 2015
semifinals, is an offensive juggemaut with 6-foot-6, 220-pound third-year
quarterback Isaiah Rucker. The Warriors average 46 points and have beaten
opponents by an average of five touchdowns. The Homets may have the
offensive firepower to keep up with quarterback Justin Kolzow and receiver
Destin Talbert. They’d love to control the ball with sophomore running back
Marquese Garrett.

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 9 Quincy and No. 8 St. Laurence.

Class 5A

ie. 11 Glenkard Scuth (5-4) at
. 6 Payton @1

Game time: 7:15 p.m. Saturday at Lane Tech in.Chicago.

Last wee: Riverside-Brookfield 37, Glenbard South 7; Payton 23,
Taft 20.

Outlook: George Kiupchak, Naperville Central Class of 2004, is Payton’s
football coach and athletic director. He hopes the Grizzlies, 0-6 in the
playoffs, muster belief and execute. Like Glenbard South quarterback Jack
Crouch, who has passed for 1,306 yards, run for 633 and accounted for 19
touchdowns, senior Erik Haneberg is the key to Payton’s offense. When not
running jet sweeps or handing off to Salaar Pourkhalili he’s thrown for 17
touchdowns. Eli Geleerd has caught 13 of them, sure to attract Glenbard
South’s secondary of Rod Rivera, Gavin Fitzpatrick, Kesji Ghini and Graham
DiFranco. Raiders coach Ryan Crissey likes his team speed and physicality,
both embodied by linebacker Nick D’Ambra.

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 14 Marian Central and No. 3 Antioch.

Class 3A

No. 12 Watseka (7-2) at
Mo. 5 iC CGathalic Prep (8-1)

Game time: 7 p.m. Friday.
Last week: Watseka, 54, Iroquois West 20; IC Catholic 62, Fenton 7.

Outlook: Watseka coach Aaron Hilgendorf looks forward to the challenge
posed by the defending 3A champion. When things are going well Watseka’s
up-tempo spread offense scores in bunches, averaging 38 points while Joe
Jaskula and the 4-2 defense creates a plus-16 tumover ratio. Dual-threat
quarterback Brendan Fletcher has accounted for 1,700 yards and gets

the ball out quick to Jaden Downs and Blake Castonguay. That up-tempo
pace may slow a mite in an attempt to keep the ball away from ICCP’s own
fast-paced offense that averages 41 points. The Knights are anchored on
both sides of the ball by a slew of quality linemen like Ricky Mysliwiec, Dylan
Packer, Ryan Kenneally and Michael Johnson,

Advancement: The winner advances to the second round against the
winner between No. 13 Paxton-Buckley-Loda and No. 4 Peotone.

— Nava Nharhalman and Kavin Cahmit
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Saunders, thrown in at
QB after injury, excels for
ICCP at receiver and safety

By JOSHUA WELGE
jwelge@shawmedia.com

Khalil Saunders can play any num-
ber of positions for IC Catholic Prep,
and does.

He never expected quarterback to
be one of them.

It became a reality at halftime of a
Week 2 game with St. Laurence, when
Saunders was told fourth-year start-
ing quarterback Luke Ricobene was
injured and wasn’t returning.

Kid, you're up.

“Coaches said they didn’t think
Luke could finish, to be ready. At first
it was shocking,” said Saunders, a ju-
nior. “Ididn’t know if T was ready. They
threw me into the fire, but it made the
team stronger. Coaches always preach
next man up.

The Knights have embraced that
mantra in spades this year.

Saunders, in the short term, took
over at quarterback for the Knights.
Eventually, though, a third man - CJ
West — assumed the reins.

Saunders has gone back to doing
what he does best, which is play every-
where.

He'll surely be everywhere at 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 when ICCP (8-1) hosts Watseka
(7-2) in a Class 3A first-round game.

“Khalil is a special player that does
so many things,” Knights coach Bill
Krefft said. “Quarterback, he could numbers. .
play wide receiver, he could play run- Saunders is 27-for-38 for 440 yards
ning back, return kicks and punts and and five touchdowns passing, and
oh by the way cornerback wouid prob- has 19 catches for 294 yards and four
ably be his best position. That’s where TDs. He’s also has 25 tackles and

against Carl

he is supposed to be but we have him at
safety, what we need as a program. Up
front, he could play linebacker.”

That versatility is reflected in the

Clark Brooks/PhotoNews for Shaw Media

IC Catholic’s ihalil Saunders (left) congratuiates teammate iiatt Suttor: on Nov. 25 after
Settor's first-quarter touchdown reception i the Ciass 3A state championship game
. The Knights won 43-0 to capture their third state titie since 2002,

three interceptions.

The Knights do still have packag-
es for Saunders at quarterback. Saun-
ders, voted a team captain as a junior,
has skills that fit the position.

“He’s just a real physical runner,
really good in checking into what we
want to do,” Krefft said. “He sees the
field really well and understands de-

fenses. He has a unique view from
being a route runner, and a safety on
defense.” '

Defense could be where Saunders’
future is. Saunders, who lives in
Bensenville, has had contact with Tole-
do, Illinois and Northwestern. He has
yet to receive a scholarship offer.

Defense was perhaps the biggest
void that Ricobene left, affecting four
guys. Saunders took on the biggest
load, but multiple players had to move.
ICCP, in fact, was down six players
for about three weeks. The Knights
seem no worse for wear, beating their
last seven opponents by an average
48-point margin.

“I'believe that made us a very strong
team knowing we can throw guys in
and they will perform for us,” Saun-
ders said. “We showed our resiliency.”

Saunders played some as a fresh-
man during the playoffs, and moved
into a starting role full-time as a sopho-
more. He’s not the only Saunders doing
things for the Knights, too.

Twin brother Khali is an outside
linebacker, one of the team’s leading
tacklers, and also a receiver. Krefft
calls the two “polar opposites,” Kha-
li close to 40 pounds bigger and more
physical, Khalil more athletic — and
louder.

“We’re different in how we play,”
Saunders said, “but we’re similar in
the way we attack every day, every
practice and every-game.”

That attitude should serve the
Knights well as they begin a quest to
repeat as Class 3A champs.

“Coach wants us to focus on fighting
anothter week for our brothers,” Saun-
ders said. “The next week is not guar-
anteed. We have to go into every game
focusing on doing our job, and trusting
that the next man is doing his job.”

K interceptions against Downers Grove
South last week, is part of an opportunis-

tic defense. Deerfield has one playoff win
since 2006. Can Willowbrook repeat last

No. 13 Deerfieid {5-1}
at No. 4 Willowbrooi {3-3)
Wher: 4 p.m. Oct. 28

Advancement: Winner plays winner of ~ year's playoff run?
DeKalb/Montini .

What to watch: Willowbrookenters ~ No. 12 Montini (6-3}
the playoffs with momentum galore, at No. 5 Dekalh (7-2)

When: 1 p.m. Oct. 28

Advancement: Winrer plays winner of
Willowbrook/Deerfield

What to watch: Like clockwork, it's
Montini in the playoffs - this is the
Bonco’s 25th straight appearance. Quar-
terback Nick Orlando can beat teams
with his arm, and with his feet. Montini
is 10-0 in first-round games since 2007.

winners of seven straight games and
program’s first conference title since
1982, first West Suburban Gold title
ever. It's the Warriors’ most wins since
1994. Willowbrook’s up-tempo offense
starts with workhorse running back Jack
Jessen, who has rushed for over 1,600
tackles and also leads the Warriors in
tackles. Scotty Tumilty, who had two

DeKalb is making its fifth straight playoff
appearance, Northern lllinois Big 12 East
champs for the fourth corsecutive sea-
son. DeKalb's Jaylen Hobson ran for 1,113
yards and nine touchdowns, quarterback
Noah Valin has thrown for 1,089 yards,
nine touchdowns and nine interceptions.

CLASS 32
No. 12 Watseka (7-2)
at Ko, 3 IC Catholic Frep (8-1)
When: 7 p.m. Oct. 27

Advancement: Wirner plays winner of
Paxton-Buckley-Loda/Peotone

What to watch: Can anyone slow
down the Knights? IC Catholic Prep, the
defending 3A champs, have a 41-point

margin of victory, tops in the bracket.
The margin in five playoff wins last
year was 45 points, and the Knights
haven't missed a beat despite losing
quarterback Luke Ricobene to injury.
Freshman Kyle Franklin has run for 806
yards and nine touchdowns, Lazerick
Eatman 778 yards and 11 TDs for the
Knights. C.J.West, IC's third quarterback
this year, has settled in, completing 64
percent of his passes for 1,177 yards and
19 TDs. Watseka, an hour northeast of
Champaign on the Indiana border, has
its most wins since 2012. It last won a .
playoff game in 2002.
- Joshua Welge
- jwelge@shawmedia.com
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Adan Gonzales, 14, walking a hallway in Addison Trall High School earlier this month, is among 35 students in a program for the visually impaired.

Teacher shortage puts
classes for blind at risk

Educators say lack of awareness about visually impaired is reascn

BY VIkkI ORTiZ HEALY
Chicago Tribune

The blind and visually im-
paired students make their way to
the second-story classrooms at
Addison Trail High School, hang
their canes on hooks just outside
the doorway, then run their
fingertips across tables until they

RARE

recognize the feel of foam shapes

marking their assigned
For the rest of the scshpool day,

the 35 students who come from
across DuPage and Cook counties
wﬂl take advantage of specnal

of Braille textbooks and tablets
loaded with the latest apps de-
signed to help students with
partial blindness see what is on
the board.
But while technology. and
ial-education programs for

service:
them by law. State and federal
dollars provide helpful accofrunli

visually impaired students are
more accessible than ever, a

modations, including shel

¥ FOOTAGE

A NEW LOOK AT
OLD CHICAGO

teacher shortage tl to

derail the progress.
The national Association for

‘Education and Rehabilitation of

the Blind has 1,000 fewer mem-
bers nationwide than it did 10
years ago. Meanwhile, adminis-
trators ai Northern Illinois Uni-
versity and Illinois State Uni-

Turn to Teachers, Page 8
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loom in
Muelier
probe

Key Democrat
puts speculation on
2 ex-Trump officials

BY DAVID WILLMAN
‘Washington Bureau

‘WASHINGTON — One of
two former top strategists for
the Trump campaign is “likely”
to face indictment as early as
Monday, a senior Democrat said
Sunday, previewing what would
be the first criminal

charges in
the mtensnfymg probe led by
specml Robert Mueller
into current and former mem-
bers of President Donald
Trump’s inner orbit.

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif,
ranking member of the House
intelligence committee, said a
federal judge could unseal an
indictment against either Paul
Manafort Trump’s former

ampaign manager, or Michael
Flynn, who briefly served as
Trump’s national security ad-
viser in the White House.

Schiff’s comments came
amid intense speculation at the
‘White House and on Capitol
Hill over media reports that a
federal grand jury in Washing-
ton has approved its first in-
dictment in the FBI investiga-
tion into Russian meddling in
the 2016 election and whether

Turn to Mueller, Page 10

for Obama
center, why
find fault?
Advocates: Scrutiny

could hinder project

By LoLLy BOW=AN
Chicago Tribune

Cheryl L. Mainor vividly
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Teachers, from Page 1

versity — the only “two
colleges in Illinois that offer
degrees specializing in
teaching blind and visually
impaired students — say
they are graduating far
fewer teachers than the
states’ students need.
“The shortage is a huge
issue,” said Joan Allison,

i administrator of the blind

and visually impaired pro-

. gram for the School Assoa-

ation for Special Education

. in DuPage County, which

houses its high school pro-
gram at Addison Trail and
offers similar programs for
blind and visually impaired

- students from more than 93

. school districts in the Chi-
' cagoarea. . :

Allison said she is grate-

" ful to have a full staff to
. operate the classrooms of-

fered to 83 students at the
elementary, middle and
high school levels this year.
But with three retirements
expected in the next two
years, she worries.

If she can’t find replace-
ments, “the quality of the
education for the students

w111 be compromised,” she .

; Of the 24 million kinder-
' garten through 12th-grade
. students in Illinois, there

are 16,737 with low vision or

blindness, and only 212
teachers certified to teach
them. That’s a ratio of 1
teacher to every 79 students
— a scarcity made more
pronounced because not all
of the students are geo-
graphically close to one
another, said Olaya Landa-
Vialard, assistant professor
and coordinator of the low
vision and blindness pro-
gram at Illinois State.

“I got an email yesterday
from a parent asking if we
had any students who
would be working in her
child’s district so that her
child would have a
(teacher),” Landa-Vialard
said. “There is a dire need.”

Students who are. blind
or visually impaired have
several options from the
public school system.

They can attend a main-
stream school with the help
of itinerant special-educa-
tion teachers who travel to a
child’s home district. Other
students move to a residen-
tial facility in downstate
Jacksonville, where they
live and learn surrounded
by others with visual im-
pairment.

Still other students
choose to be bused to one of
several visual impairment
“resource programs” of-
fered across the state — the
ones at Addison Trail and
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another run by the Chicago
Public Schools being the
largest.

‘While some specxal edu-
cation advocates push for
inclusion in mainstream
settings, many teachers for
the blind and visually im-
paired contend that self-
contained classrooms are
the best way to teach
lessons on how to use a
Brailler to write, how to
walk with a cane or how to
use special technology to
study U.S. history and ge-
ometry.

“It’s a philosophy discus-
sion,” said Allison, who be-
gan teaching visually im-
paired students nearly 30
years ago. “People interpret
that if you are not in your
home school with kids,
that’s restrictive. To me, to
teach it really strongly, it’s
easier to pull them out”

Eddie Cortez, a 16-year-
old from Wood Dale who
was born blind, said he and
his dad have high hopes that
someday medical advances
will be able to give him
sight. But until then, he has
learned important lessons
from both schools in his
home district and now at
the program at Addison
Trail, where he is bused
each day.

“I never get scared. I

know where to go, and I like
to come here,” he said.

But the availability of
teachers is — and has al-
ways been — critically low,
school officials say.

Job boards at the Associ-

ation for Education and -

Rehabilitation of the Blind
consistently post openings
for teachers for the visually
impaired. At Northern Illi-
nois, graduates who receive
a special-education teach-
ing license in the area of
blindness and visual impair-
ment routinely consider
three or four job offers.
Meanwhile, even with a
federally funded program
through the US. Depart-
ment of Education that cov-
ers the cost of graduate
school tuition and offers a
$5,520 yearly living stipend
for students training to be
teachers for the blind or
visually impaired, there are
still not enough takers.

At Tllinois State, the pro-

gram for training teachers
for the blind and visually
impaired has had fewer
than 20 graduates for each
of the last five years, Landa-
Vialard said.

Educators say the main
reason for the shortage is
lack of awareness. Many
potential teachers have ne-
ver encountered someone

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO 'I‘RIB_UNE
Jacob Gambrill, 14, greets teaching assistant Samantha Jones in a visually impaired program classroom at Addison Trail.

who is blind or visually
impaired. The public also
often incorrectly assumes
that students who can’t see
are sent somewhere besides
public schools for their edu-
cation.

“We want to give the -

(grant money) to appli-
cants, and we are ready to
do so” said Stacy Kelly,
associate professor for the
visual disabilities program
at NIU. “We know there are
kids in Illinois who are
blind who do not have a
teacher”

Laura Petrushka, 26, said
she knew she wanted to
become a teacher for the
blind and visually impaired
from an early age, after

watching a family friend

work in a classroom with
blind students. She got a
dual degree at ISU as a
learning behavior specialist
and teacher of the visually
impaired, and received two
job offers immediately after
graduation. She accepted a
job at Addison Trail, where
she operates a classroom for
11 students who have spe-
cial needs as well as blind-
ness or visual impairment.

“I love the kids the most.
Each day is different and
chaotic, but watching them
make even the small

worth it” Petrushka said.

. Jan Paoletti, who teaches
preschool to first-grade stu-
dents who are blind or
visually impai at Salt
Creek Elementary School in
Elmhurst through the
School Association for Spe-
cial Education, said she is
sure that the teacher short-
age is because people don’t
know about the option.
‘When she was studying to
become a teacher 33 years
ago, she had no contact with
anyone who was blind or
visually impaired until she
heard a guest lecture from a
person who was blind dur-
ing a college class.

“He talked about how
important a teacher is and
how important it is that the
teacher can give back inde-
pendence- in early stages,”
Paoletti said. “It just really
grabbed me”

She plans to retire in two
years but said she is going to
have a hard time staying
away. “At first, you're really
kind of hung up on what
they can’t do, but pretty
soon you let that go and you
see what they can do, and
it’s pretty amazing what
they can learn” Paoletti
said. “Our classroom is a
very happy place.”

gain
over time makes the chaos

vorﬁz@chicagom'bune.cam
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By JuSTIN KMITCH
jkmitch@dailyherald.com

A DuPage County judge
on Tuesday lifted a gag order
at the request of three of five
suspended Wheaton College
football players facing charges
in a hazing case to allow their
lawyers to address accusa-
tions of sexual assault.

But once the order was
lifted, the attorneys for Noah

Attorneys 1

Spielman, Samuel TeBos
and Kyler Kregel refused to
comment.

Paul DeLuca, who along
with Paul Moreschi represents
Kregel, said the attorneys
“need to review everythin
before speaking publicly.

The other two players
charged in connection with
the case, Benjamin Pettway
and James Cooksey, also are
expected to join the motion to

T W Ny R et 3 .“ﬂ - ‘
m as gag order lifted
ST
Defendants wani to address sex assault allegations in Wheaton College hazing case

lift the gag order.

A grand jury last month
approved a nine-count indict-
ment against the players,
alleging aggravated battery,
mob action and unlawful
restraint. All have pleaded not
guilty, except Cooksey, who
will be arraigned Nov. 13.

The men are accused of
abducting a teammate from
his dorm room, putting a pil-
lowcase over his head, tying

him with duct tape and leav-
ing him partially nude in
a baseball field near Haw-
thorne Elementary School in

Wheaton. ﬁ

Terry Ekl, the attorney for / .
the victim, said his client was t o
left with two injured shoulders ! oalB
that required three surgeries. R
During the car ride to the ball-

field, Ekl said, the victim, who
See LiFTES on PAGE 8

Suspended
Wheaton College
football players
James Cooksey,
Kyler Kregei and
Ben Pettway, top
row from left, and
Moah Spielman and
Samuel TeBos face
felony charges in a
2016 hazing case.
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
Bicycles and debris lie on a
New York City bike path after
a driver steered onto it, strik-
ing and killing several people.

8 killed

m NV

lil 1 ® .l ¢
terror

5 = b
attack

By MARK BERMAN,
DEVLIN BARRETT
anNp RACHEL SIEGEL
The Washington Post

NEW YORK — A 29-year-
old man driving a rental truck
plowed down people on a
Manhattan bike path Tuesday
in what authorities described
as a terrorist attack that killed
eight and injured 11 before the
suspect was shot and arrested
by police.

A sunny fall day along the
Hudson River erupted in
chaos just around the time
students were getting out
from nearby Stuyvesant High
School, when a rented Home
Depot truck turned on to the
bike path along the West Side
Highwa

Witnesses say the speed-
ing truck struck unsuspect-
ing bicyclists and pedestrians

See ATTACK on PAGE 12
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BEV HORNE/bhorne@dailyherald.com

Fourth-grader Sofia Kroushi worls at her desk at Stella Niay Swartz Elementary School in Oakbrook Terrace.
Third-grade teachers last year piloted a more rigorous math curriculum that's now fully adopted.

How one school

q (=]
got scores hi
<

By KATLYN SMITH
ksmith@dailyherald.com

State testing at Stella May Swartz
Elementary School in Oakbrook Ter-
race turned into a celebratory event

last spring.

Teachers held a kickoff assembly,
decorated the hallways, invited cheer-
leaders to classrooms and gave test

Check online
For results for your school,
gee the Daily Herald Sehoc!
Checker at reportcards.
2 tallyherald.com.
OrNaw
Gt 28 0 Top SAT scoies
a HS., L ire 1232.9
Hinsdale Central H.S. 12181
Educators say those stress reliev- NeuguaValley H.S., Napenille 1213.5
ers and a restructuring of curricu-  Libertyville H.S. 1203.0

lum helped students make significant
strides in improving standardized
test scores, according to 2017 Illinois
School Report Card data released

Tuesday.

takers encouraging messages from

their parents.

Stella May posted an increase of 16.4
percentage points in students meet-
ing or exceeding expectations on the

See SCORES on PAGE 5

Hersey H.S., Arlington Heights 1201.1

Naperville Central H.S. 1186.8
Fremd H.S., Palatine 1178.5
Naperville North H.5. 1175.8
Vernon Hills H.S. 1166.2
Prospect H.S., Mt Prospect ~ 1163.9
Note: SAT sets 480 score in reading, 530 in

math (total 1010) as college-ready benchmark.

Source: lllinais State Report Cards

“When all this touring is fin-
ished,” Haley Reinhart said,
“I'd love to start taking classes

music to movies?
“I never say never,” Rein-
hart said. “I'm now trying dif-

. What's next for Haley Reinhart?

will hit Chicago with her con-
cert tour Sunday, Nov. 5, at
Lincoln Hall. She’s touring § ! 3\

Charges:
Mom’s
murder
planned
in detail

Prosecutors say Figin man
admitted killing, then

dismembering his mother
By BARBARA VITELLO

anp ELENA FERRARIN

ld.com,
9!

dailyherald.com

A dispute between an Elgin
man and his mother over loud
Jimi Hendrix music led to the &
woman’s gruesome murder Brian Peck
and dismemberment, authori-
ties said Tuesday.

Brian M. Peck, 55, told police that during the
confrontation, he knocked down his 76-year-
old mother, Gail S. Peck, stomped on her
head and used a handsaw to cut up her body
in the house they shared, authorities said.
Her remains were found Saturday in suitcases
weighed down by paver bricks in a lagoon in
Chicago’s Lincoln Park, police said.

He's charged with two counts of first-degree
murder and one count of concealing a homi-
cide. He was ordered held without bail.

Citing details from prosecutors that indi-
cated “extensive planning and premeditation,”
Cook County Judge Steven J. Goebel said Peck
posed an “extreme real and present threat.”

Prosecutors revealed grue- .
some details of the mur- !
der, which authorities believe
occurred early Wednesday
morning, hours after Gail
Peck and Brian, her only child, {#8
had dinner at a Schaumburg
restaurant. That was the last |.
time she had contact with any-
one other than her son, prose- Gail Peclk
cutors said. .

. Friday afternoon, Peck called 911 to report
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Righ-achlewing slemamniary sci:05is in Dupage County | PARCC test

before a week of state testing last spring.

Scores: Hi

Percent Percent
School, city District Met/Exceeds A
Meadow Glens Elem. School, Naperville Naperville CUSD 203 86.1 1.2
The Lane Elem. School, Hinsdale Hinsdale CCSD 181 81.7 14.2
Butler Junior High School, Oak Brook Butler SD 53 - 79.9 15.0
Oak Elem. School, Hinsdale Hinsdale CCSD 181 78.9 12.6
Prospect Elem. School, Clarendon Hills . Hinsdale CCSD 181 78.5 125
Kennedy Junior High School, Lisle Naperville CUSD 203 716 16.7
Longfellow Elem. School, Wheaton CUSD 200 773 151
Fry El y School, Naperville Indian Prairie CUSD 204 76.1 18.0
Naper Elem. School, Naperville Naperville CUSD 203 75.9 19.4
Madison Elem. School, Hinsdale Hinsdale CCSD 181 75.7 16.2
High-ackisving hig 1%1S in DuPage County | SAT test
Percent Percent
School, city District Met/Exceeds Approach
Neuqua Valley H.S., Naperville Indian Prairie CUSD 204 78.4 16.6
Hinsdale Central H.S., Hinsdale Hinsdale Twp HSD 86 773 174
Naperville Central H.S. Naperville CUSD 203 70.9 23.9
BEV HORNE/bhorne@dailyh com il il X
AT DAILYHERALD.COM/WORE: Every two weeks, Principal Gerrie Aulisa leads a éelebraﬁon piey c::(e;v;::"l: o:_ :HS;nhum glan?:lrlvr:lesguzs:szos 23:; ;'2
out students at Stella May Swartz Elementary school in Oakbrook Terrace. She held a similar assembly il ‘
Metea Valley H.S., Aurora Indian Prairie CUSD 204 65.3 21.9
North H.S., Downers Grove CHSD 99 _ 619 2738
P 7:&1: - W ~ ’7“1 PR T‘ Wheaton North H.S. CUSD 200 59.6 26.1-
i858 3& J_q‘—: ( W] ‘C.i.j.u i d’ Ay Wi Valley H.S., Aurora Indian Prairie CUSD 204 59.5 26.9
Glenbard West H.S., Glen Eliyn Glenbard Twp HSD 87 58.2 217

N euqua

Continued from Page 1

Parmership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and
Careers, or PARCC, test — the
biggest jump among DuPage
County schools.

The gains made Stella May
an outlier in the state and
region, according to a Daily
Herald analysis of report card
data. Of 197 elementary and
middle schools in DuPage,
109 saw declines in the per-
centage of students meet-
ing or exceeding standards,
83 showed improvement and
five recorded no change from
2016 results. The statewide
average ticked up less than 1
percentage point. State school
leaders say their report cards
numbers might be undated
later this week.

At the high school level,
juniors took the state-funded
SAT college entrance exam
instead of the controversial
PARCC for the first time in the
spring. Though educators are
relieved the state made the

A
Sw.l

Deb Butman teaches fourih grade at Stella May Swartz Ele-
mentaiy school in Oakbrook Terrace, which defied the trend of

lower standardized test scores.

switch, they caution against
reading too much into base-
line SAT scores.

Elementary sciools

At Stella May Swartz in Salt
Creek District 48, 51.6 per-
cent of students fell within
the meets or exceeds catego-
ries, up from 35.2 percent in
2016. Educators attribute the

improvement to more rigor-
ous math curriculum and a
new testing environment that
eased student stress.

“We treated it like this
is your chance to show off
everything you've been work-
ing hard for this year,” Princi-
pal Gerrie Aulisa said.

Teachers set a theme —
“Knock it out of the PARCC”
— for testing week as a nod to

Source: lliinois State Report Cards

Tow ACT scores
HS., Li i 26.9

Hinsdale Central H.S. 26.6
Neuqua Valley H.S., Naperville ~ 26.1
Libertyville H.S. 25.9
Fremd H.S., Palatine 25.3
Hersey H.S., Arlington Heights ~ 25.2
Naperville North H.S. 25.1
Vernon Hills H.S. 25.1
Prospect H.S., Mt. Prospect 25.0
Naperville Central H.S. 25.0
Note: The ISBE sets a cumulative score
0f21 as college-ready benchmark.
Source: lllinois State Report Cards
the start of baseball season.

Second-graders served

as the cheerleaders greet-
ing test takers each morning.
Students in third and fourth
grades also took the online
exam on district-issued
devices, whereas in previous
years they were sent to com-
puter labs.

“We had the technology
where they could test in their
classrooms on their devices
with their teacher,” Aulisa
said. “To me, it made a differ-
ence. They're in their normal
space.”

(Z/i—% Grited to-w

Elsewhere in the county,
White Eagle Elementary in
Indian Prairie District 204
had an 11.8-percentage-point
decrease in students meeting
or exceeding standards — the
biggest drop among DuPage
schools.

District 204 Superinten-
dent Karen Sullivan said one
year’s decline isn't cause for
concern. “We pay a lot more
attention to our own internal
assessments for students,”
she said.

The state’s contract to
administer PARCC ends
June 30, but state education
officials support keeping it.
Regardless of what testing
is used, educators urge the
state to release assessment
data sooner so they can make
adjustments for the upcoming
school year.

High schoois

Hinsdale Central notched
the highest average score in
DuPage of 1,218 on the SAT,
followed by Neuqua Valley
High School in Naperville,
where students averaged
1,214. :

REVERSED in As Little As 1 WEEK.

Scores of 530 on the math
section and 480 on the read-
ing and writing section meet
SAT’s minimum benchmarks
for college readiness. But Illi-
nois has set tougher profi-
ciency thresholds.

Students had to score 540
on both the math and the
reading sections to meet the
state’s minimum targets.

“I think we’ll see those get
closer and closer to the what
the College Board has set as
thresholds for college read-
iness the more that we start
to see trends and patterns
emerge,” Neuqua Principal
Robert McBride said.

With average scores of
607.5 and 606 on the math
and reading portions, respec-
tively, Neuqua students far
exceeded the state’s and Col-
lege Board’s benchmarks.

McBride credited the high
marks on & schoolwide com-
mitment to build skills —
understanding academic
vocabulary, for instance —
that translate to the SAT and
college.

“We have a certain amount
of relentlessness about that
focus,” he said.
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By MADPHU
KRISHNAMURTHY
mhrishnamurthy@dailyherald.com

Of the 147 elementary
and middle schools within
Kane and McHenry coun-
ties, 92 schools saw declines
in standardized test scores
reflected on the 2017 Illinois
School Report Card released
Tuesday.

Among those schools, 53
showed improvement while
two remained flat on the Part-
nership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and
Careers test, or PARCC, given
to third- through eighth-grad-
ers. State education officials
say those numbers could
update later in the week.

Local educators were not
alarmed by the results.

“We don’t place a lot of
emphasis on PARCC, and not
because it's a bad measure;
... it’s just not timely for us,”
said Brad Newkirk, chief aca-
demic officer for Batavia Unit
District 101.

Its elementary and mid-
dle schools’ scores declined
from last year — ranging from
1.2 to 9.3 percentage points
lower.

Yet, Newkirk says, the tim-
ing of the report card data
release comes well after those
students tested last spring
have moved on to the next
grade level to benefit from
potential interventions.

“It's not actionable data,”
Newkirk said. “If we just
relied on this, we would be
doing our kids a disservice
because it lags so much. Our
parents trust the more reg-
ular assessment data that
the district has and provides
them in a timely manner. We
use our own internal metrics
in order to regularly assess
our students and identify
areas where more support is
needed.”

The standardized test is
“probably the least applica-
ble measure for a classroom
teacher,” said Laura Hill,
Elgin Area School District
U-46 director of assessment

and accountability.

In U-46, 36- elementary
and middle schools showed
declines in the percent-
age of students meeting and
exceeding proficiency stan-
dards, while 12 schools
showed increases. As a dis-
trict, 27.9 percent of students
are meeting and exceeding
standards — a 1.3-percent-
age-point dip. .

U-46 is the state’s sec-
ond-largest school district,
educating just shy of 40,000
students. A majority are
minorities from low-income
backgrounds.

The biggest decline was
at Prairieview Elementary
School in Bartlett — 155
percentage  points.  Prai-
rieview also saw a 4.9-per-
centage-point increase
in students within the
approaching-standards cat-
egory, which suggests more
students could be sliding in
performance.

The largest improvement
within U-46 and among
Fox Valley area schools was
at Sunnydale Elementary

I Dasres

JOHN STARKS/jstarks@dailyherald.com
Third-graders in Danielle Goebert's classroom at Gilberts Elementary School discuss school
rules. Among Community Unit District 300 schools, Gilberts had the largest increase in the per-
centage of students meeting and e::ceeding proficiency standards — 6.7 percentage points.

School in Streamwood — 12.5
percentage points. Sunny-
dale also saw a 9.4-percent-
age-point dip in students in
the approaching category,
which might explain why
more students are meeting
standards there.

‘Officials couldn’t explain
the dips and increases from
year to year, but say a con-
tributing factor could be that
the state this year is report-
ing scores based on where
specific groups of students
— such as special educa-
tion, gifted or dual language
— receive special instruc-
tion, rather than their home
schools.

Statewide, 3 percent of stu-
dents fit into this category.

That skews scores for
schools like  Sunnydale,
which serves more gifted
stdents  from  neighbor-
ing schools, said Matthew
Raimondi, U-46  coordi-
nator of assessment and
accountability.

“It could be nothing differ-
ent is happening there,” Rai-
mondi said. “We have a lot

of students who don’t attend
home schools.”

Due to that change, U-46
had 13 elementary schools
and three middle schools
that performed higher than
expected, he said.

Last school year was the
second year PARCC was
administered entirely online,
which some educators say
could have affected scores.

“The online assessment is
more rigorous than the paper
and pencil version,” Commu-
nity Unit District 300 Superin-
tendent Fred Heid said.

“As a district, we saw ELA
(English language arts) go up
and math tick down slightly.”

Of  the Carpenters-
ville-based district’s 22 ele-
mentary and middle schools,
11 saw declining scores; the
largest decrease was at Ken-
neth  Neubert Elementary
School in Algonquin at 12.7
percentage points. Gilberts
Elementary School saw the
largest: increase in meets/
exceeds — 6.7 percentage
points.

In high schools, juniors
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ways of measuiing 82T susesss

With the lllinois State Board of Education setting benchmarks
higher than the SAT’s, 10 high schools among the 75 examined

by the Daily Herald had average

SAT reading/writing and

otk
maui

scores higher than the SAT minimum scores, but lower than the

ISBE standards.

Avg. . Avg.SAT Avg. SAT
School ACT SAT  read/write Math
Stats benchmarks 21 . 10800 5400 5400
SAT benchmarks 10100  480.0 530.0
Schools with average scores that met both SAT benchmaris
but not state benchmarks
Sout HS., Dower:ars Grove 24 13813 587 547.7
Schaumburg H.S. 222 10836 537.7 545.9
Jacobs H.S., Algonguin 24 10829 @ 5452 5377
Lakes Community H.S,, Lake Villa 226  1081.2 543.8 537.4
Pating Meadows H.S 223 10747 5422 5325
Hoffman Estates H.S. 209 10634  527.7 535.8
Crnyslake tiorth 1S 24 W3 L5 5338
Crystal Lake Central H.S. 226 1068.6 5355 5331
Hanclard Serior H.S., Maple Park 227 10676 5359 531.7
Antioch Comm H.S. 217 10686  538.0 530.6
Schools 'with average scores that met at least one SAT benchmark
but no State benchmarks
Bartiott H$ 246 10545 5378 5257
Warren Twp. H.S., Gurnee 221 10614 536.1 5253
Wavconda 1.5 218 10576 GaT2 5204
Wheeling H.S. 207 10303 5131 5173
£l Grove 1.5, 214 102871 5122 516.4
Willowbrook H.S., Villa Park 21.4 10407 5251 5156
Glenbard bixth HS,, Cerol Stoam 213 10801 5160 5140
Glenbard East H.S., Lombard 206 10214  507.9 5135
Hampahiro HS, 215 10396 5361 5134
Grant Comm. H.S., Fox Lake 213 10310 5182 5128
Licia WS, 232 10823 5202 5121
Maine West H.S., Des Plaines 208 10267 5146 512.1
Soish Eign H.8. 221 10244 5135 5108
McHenry East H.S. 199 10356 5255 5101
Murdelsin Cons. .S, 214 10355 5258 509.7
Palatine H.S. 213 10122 5046 507.6
Naine Eazt HS., Paik Ringa 203 19183 5128 8055
Community H.S., West Chicago 194 10045 5028 501.7
East Leyden H.S., Franklin Park 197 9866 4833 4983
Fenton H.S., Bensenville 204 989.4 4939 4955
Wichienry H8.-West Campus 211 19024 5008 4926
Addison Trail-H.S. 20.1 9718 4842 4876
Duades-Crown H.S, Carpentersville 196 9700 4871 4828
West Aurora H.S., Aurora 204 9450 4813 463.7

Source: Daily Herald analysis of illinois state report card data

took the revised SAT col-
lege entrance exam last
school year after the state
stopped paying for the tradi-
tional ACT.

Of the 23 Fox Valley high
schools, 16 scored above the

state average of 38 percent
meeting and exceeding stan-
dards on the SAT.

Thirteen schools had a
higher percentage of students
approaching proficiency than
the state average of 35 percent.

RN T

Lo
o

ge of Lake County



WEDNEDDAY, NUVEMBEK 1, ZUi7

AW E U SWEEWW S S W S

DAILLY HEKALD DEUIIUN I MM §

= % = R SEEE ' ) o
Howw the ESSA will soon measure schoois
Through the Every Student Succeeds Act, scho: quality starting the next school year will be

measured through standardized tests, alternativ2 assessments, academic growth, English language

proficiency, science scores, success on college entrance tests, and graduation rates, as weli as
factors such as chronic absenteeism and school climate surveys.

Schools will be designated
among four tiers starting with the
2018-19 school
< Tier 1, Exemplary School: Has
no underperforming subgroups,
a graduation rate greater than
67 percent, and performance is
in the top 10 percent of schools
statewide.

@ Tier 2, Commendable School:
Has no underperforming
subgroups, a graduation rate
greater than 67 percent, yet
performance is not in the top 10
percent of schools statewide.
Tier 1 and 2 schools may apply to
coach other schools as members

Source: lllinois State Board of Education

of a preapproved network of
partners.

= Tier 3, Underperforming
School: One or more subgroups
is performing at or below the lev-
el of “all students” in the lowest
5 percent of Title | schools. Such
schools would receive targeted
support.

o Tier 4, Lowest Performing
School: in the lowest-performing
5 percent of Title | schools in
lllinois and those high schools
that have a graduation rate of
67 percent or less. Such schools
would receive comprehensive
support.

Every school also will receive a
grade, specifically for growth, on
an A through F scale beginning
with the 2019-20 school year.
Grades will be determined based
on an annual comparison with
similar schools in the state.

The law targets the lowest-per-
forming 5 percent of schools for
support, including more funding,
teacher training, coaching,
technical resources and pairing
with other school districts for
additional help. But educators
fear more federal funding could
reduce how much state aid
districts receive, essentially
supplanting funds.

Statowide 2017 liiinols Report Card highlights

@ 39.8 percent of 11th-graders achieved proficiency in English language arts and 36.4 percent achieved
proficiency in math on the SAT college entrance exam

< 37 percent of third- through eighth-graders met or exceeded standards in English language arts on the
PARCC assessment — a 0.5 percentage-point increase from 2016

@ 31.2 percent of third- through eighth-graders met or exceeded standards in math on the PARCC assess-
ment — a 0.4 percentage-point decrease from 2016

@ 4-year high school graduation rate increased from 85.5 percent to 87 percent

= 46.8 percent of lllinois high school 2016 graduates enrolled in community colleges are taking remedial
courses — down from 49.4 percent for the class of 2015

< 87.1 percent of ninth-grade students on track to graduate — an increase from 82.4 percent in 2016
2 29.5 percent of eighth-grade students passed Algebra | — an increase from 28.4 percent in 2016

@ Chronic truancy rate increased from 9.8 percent in 2016 to 10.8 percent — measures the percentage of
students who miss 5 percent or more of school days per year without a valid excuse

@ Teacher retention rate increased from 85.8 percent in 2016 to 86.3 percent
Source: lllinois State Board of Education

What is the SAT?

A redesigned SAT college entrance exam debuted March 5 nationwide and school districts state-
wide administered it for the first time last spring to all high schooi juniors.

Some SAT facts:

® SAT was first administered in 1926. It featured
muitipie-choice questions with nine subiesis —
definitions, arithmetical problems, classification,
artificial language, antonyms, number series,
analogies, logical inference and paragraph reading.

@ SAT includes reading, writing, language and math
tests — it also has an optional essay component,

which some colleges require.

org.

tests for free.

e Check out the redesigned SAT at collegeboard.

The College Board has partnered with KhanAcad-
emy.org — an online educational resource — to
offer students access to four full-length practice

SOURCE: College Board
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At the AMITA Health Neurosciences Institute, we understand
how emotionally painful and frustrating memory loss can be —
for patients and loved ones. That’s why our team of specialists is
committed to slowing the progression of disease through clinical
expertise, innovative therapies and participation in clinical trials.
We use a caring, comprehensive approach to prevent, accurately
diagnose and treat dementia, including Alzheimer’s disease,
amnesia, traumatic memory loss and more. We help improve our
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If you're a bit underwhelmed with this
year’s fall color show, you can blame the
weather. The bright red and yellow leaves
are not as evident on trees in the suburbs
this year as in the past, and experts say
the delayed and muted colors are due to
the combination of a very wet spring and a
very dry summer. The Morton Arboretum’s
Ed Hedborn said recent rain may help
salvage the season, which ends around the
second week of November. “We’re seeing
colors trying to get back on track now that
we’ve had more rain trees can absorb and
a more normal weather pattern,” Hedborn
said. “The best color develops when we
get bright sunny warm days and cool
nights.”

Our photographers found some great
color anyway. See it in Neighbor and at
dailyherald.com/galleries and /video.

WHERE ARE ALL THE ALL COLORS? vou just have to look a litie harder this year

JEFF KNOX/ knox@dall herald.com
Autumn’s colors are a bit more subtle than in past years, but they are still on display throughout our suburbs. This photo from the Daily !J-Ierald dn;ne
shows the colors at Busse Woods near Elk Grove Village.
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But system overnaul looms

By MADHU KRISHNAMURTEY
‘mkrishnamurthy@dailyherald.com

Standardized test scores declined at a
majority of suburban elementary and mid-
dle schools, while high schools have no his-
toric reference for such achievement testing,
according to 2017 Illinois School Report Card
data released today.

Roughly two-thirds of Illinois students are
not meeting

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Paul Manafort, left, President Donald Trump’s former campaign chairman, and Rick Gates, Manafort’s business associate, pleaded not guilty
Monday to felony charges of conspiracy against the United States and other counts.
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540 suburban schools surveyed by the Daily

TO ARRANGE MEETENGS WITH RUSSIANS

Ne collusion,
Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Special Counsel Robert S. Muel-
ler 111 on Monday revealed charges against three for-
mer Trump campaign officials, including onetime
campaign chairman Paul Manafort — marking the first
criminal allegations to come from probes into possible
Russian influence in U.S. political affairs.

The charges are striking for their breadth, touching all
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Trump writes

Chicago Sun-Times

President Donald Trump immediately tried to down-
play the importance of the indictment of his former
campaign chairman, Paul Manafort.

But the guilty plea of North Side native and DePaul
University graduate George Papadopoulos, also
unsealed Monday, ultimately could prove just as trou-
blesome for the White House.

That's because the former Trump campaign pol-
icy adviser and 2005 Niles West High School graduate
admits he lied to the FBI about his contacts with Rus-

cinma drsine lant vrnar’a meacidantial vann And Damada

- =i

VIA AP
In this photo from
President Donald
Trump’s Twitter
account, George

Banadanaulac in 2040

Herald, 309 schools saw declines in the num-
ber of students meeting and exceeding profi-
ciency; 220 schools showed improvement, and
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the man in the face unpro-
voked, spraying pepper spray
at him and smacking him with
a baton as two other officers
joined in, Cook County prose-
cutors said.

Robertson’s attorney Shay
T. Allen said Robertson is
innocent.
. An investigation into the
“arrest was sparked by a video
that Robertson filmed with his
-phone while watching 2 play-
"back of surveillance footage in
the company of other Metra
police officers who laughed

IwoLiwus:  vaasag

..... v g

“Mr. Robertson was working
in his capacity as a police offi-
cer. 1 am expecting he will be
fully exonerated of all charges,”
Allen said, adding that Rob-
ertson had served for 25 years
with no previous complaints.

But “as an agency that now
prides itself on having a well-
run and professional police
force, and after our own inves-
tigation into the matter, we
are disturbed and deeply trou-
bled by this conduct” said
Metra Executive Director Don

ticipated in the arrest were
suspended without pay. Both
were fired on Dec. 28. A third
officer who took part in beating
the man was dismissed before
the internal investigation.

Of the officers who were
heard laughing in the back-

und on the video, two were
disciplined and two no lon-
ger work at Metra, spokesman
Michael Gillis said.

Robertson testified the other
man started the fight and
“rushed” him, then reached
into his right pants pocket,

to leave if he didn’t have a
ticket and the man refused.
Both exchanged words.

Prosecutors state Robert-
son punched the man in the
face and aimed pepper spray
at him without any physical
aggression on the 45-year-
old’s part and the video backs
up that version.

Robertson’s bail was set at
$25,000 with conditions that
he have no contact with the
victim and surrender his guns
and firearms identification

Scores: PARCC not

Continued from Page 1

11 remained flat.

High school juniors, mean-
while, took the revised SAT
college entrance exam for
the first time last school year.
And on that test, proficiency
benchmarks are different
between the state and those
recommended by the SAT
itself.

Statewide, student perfor-
mance improved in English
language arts on the PARCC
test, though math scores
dipped slightly. There were
gains in four-year graduation
and college enrollment rates
and other areas, said Tony
Smith, state superintendent of
education, at a media briefing
Monday.

Results are from the third
year the controversial PARCC
test has been used to measure
student performance, and it
continues to draw criticism.

“How can you consistently
gauge how students are per-
forming?” Community Unit
District 300 Superintendent
Fred Heid said. “There’s still
a lot of questions that PARCC
and state have to answer in
order to solidify and build
trust in this data. They have
to report it faster. It should
be used to move kids, hire
staff, to better support differ-
ent program implementation.
How the heck do I change
course midyear? Parents see
the score and they are strug-
gling with what it means. Next
year is where the rubber hits
theroad.”

Heid suggested some scores
dipped because of the switch
to online testing. Other educa-
tors say special education and
gifted “students might have
skewed the numbers at some
schools.

Next year is when the
assessment process will be
torn up lagain. PARCC and

SAT testing are likely to con-
tinue, but such standard-
ized tests will be only one
part of a new accountability
system that will include aca-
demic growth, success on col-
lege entrance tests and other
factors.

Standards too kigh?

Illinois began statewide
PARCC testing in March 2015
of students in third through
11th grades in English lan-
guage arts and math. At the
time, it was administered over
two testing periods as perfor-
mance-based and end-of-year
assessments. A year later, the
test was shortened and taken
atone time.

Suburban educators who
favored tried-and-tested
college entrance exams to
PARCC prompted the state to
drop the test in high schools.
The revamped SAT was given
last school year after the state
stopped funding its predeces-
sor, the ACT college entrance
test — administered for free to
juniors for 15 years.

The state’s minimum SAT
score to meet college readi-
ness — 540 for both math and
reading and writing, or a com-
posite 1,080 — is higher than
the College Board’s SAT col-
lege readiness benchmarks
— 480 in reading and writ-
ing and 530 in math, 2 1,010
composite.

Of 75 suburban high
schools surveyed, 62 schools
scored above the state’s aver-
age of 38 percent of students
deemed college ready. Six-
ty-two suburban high schools’
composite scores met SAT's
benchmark of 1,010, but only
39 schools met or exceeded
the state’s guideline of 1,080.

For some educators, the
state’s SAT standards for col-
lege readiness are too high.

“If you logk at the ACT, it
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used to be if your kids scored
between 19 and 21 they met
state standards,” said Scott
Helton, superintendent of
DuPage High School District
88. “That equates to a 1,010
on an SAT. To meet state stan-
dards, our kids need to be in
the top one-third of the coun-
try. Eventually we need to get
out of attainment and mea-
sure growth.”

Northwest Suburban High
School District 214 Superin-
tendent David Schuler, an
outspoken critic of PARCC,
said he was relieved the tran-
sition to the SAT has been
seamless. During the first year
of PARCC, the district had
some of the highest percent-
age of students — more than
80 percent at some schools —
refusing to take the exam.

Despite promising SAT
scores — the district’s six high
schools scored between 40
percent and 72 percent of stu-
dents meeting and exceed-
ing SAT standards — the
district continue efforts to
redefine what it means to
be college ready by helping
students graduate with col-
lege credit, industry creden-
tials and apprenticeships or
internships.

“We are not going to let one
test define us,” Schuler said.
“We believe in a multi-metric
approach in our district. I'm
much more concerned with
how successful our students
are after graduation than
how many of our students
graduate.”

New acccuntability

A new measure, the Every
Student Succeeds Act, or
ESSA, starts in August 2018
and gives more weight to stu-
dent growth and graduation
rates.

Signed into law by Presi-
dent Barack Obama in 2015, it
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replaces the federal No Child
Left Behind Act that served
as a benchmark for 14 years.
That law drew considerable
criticism for its emphasis
on test scores, its labeling of
some school districts as “fail-
ing” and its punitive nature for
schools not making the grade.

Illinois is “moving to an
era where it's not just sorting
and ranking to punish,” state
superintendent Smith said.
The focus rather will be on
“who is doing well so we can
learn.”

School quality will be mea-
sured through standardized
tests, alternative assessments,
academic growth, English lan-
guage proficiency, science
scores, success on college
entrance tests and graduation
rates, as well as factors such
as chronic absenteeism and
school climate surveys. Fund-
ing and support would be pro-
vided to schools struggling the
most.

“They have actually tried to
look at the whole child, as well
looking at other indicators,”
said Erika Schlichter, assistant
superintendent for learning
and innovation for Huntley
Community School District
158. “It's a good change. It
makes us more well-rounded.
There just needs to be a com-
bination of metrics. (PARCC)
gives us a piece of the pie, not
the entire pie.”

Meanwhile, the state’s con-
tract with PARCC ends June
30. Some educators suggest
the backlash against it has
been so strong that it is likely
to be replaced with another
standardized assessment.

But Smith said the test is
staying.

Currently, PARCC is the
highest-rated assessment
ever,” he said. “There is no
intention to stop using the
assessment of readiness. We
are all in with PARCC.”

VYidzo shows 1914 aerial view:
A Chicago newspaper has
rediscovered a rarely seen
eight-minute video taken from
a dirigible airship in 1914 that
shows the city from the air.
The Chicago Tribune reported
the film was taken from Roy
Knabenshue's dirigible airship
“White City.” The video shows
high-rise buildings downtown,
rail yards, swimmers at a Lake
Michigan beach on the South
Side and a building that’s

now the Museum of Science
of Industry. Many Chicago
landmarks, like Soldier Field
and the Buckingham Foun-
tain, are missing because they
weren't built yet. The newspa-
per reported it contacted the
National Archives to obtain a
copy of the video after learning
about its existence from former
Chicago harbormaster and
author RJ. Nelson.

sented Walter Street with its
Alan Madison Honor Award
this month. Street has served
as president of AIA Chicago
and the Illinois Chapter of
the National Organization of
Minority Architects as well as
serving on national boards. He
is a 2014 Richard Upjohn Fel-
low of the American Institute
of Architects and is a regular
visiting faculty member at the
School of the Art Institute.
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is taking some time off.

Check sex offender registry before
trick-or-treating, Madigan advises

Daily Herald report

Calling the number of
known sex offenders in Illi-
nois “extremely alarming,”
Attorney General Lisa Madi-
gan said parents should
check the sex offender registry
before their children go out to
trick-or-treat.

More than 30,200 registered
sex offenders are listed on the
1llinois Sex Offender Registry,
or about 1 in every 425 state
residents.

More than 24,700 of those
committed a crime against a
child, Madigan said.

The registry, administered

by the Illinois State Police, is at
www.isp.state.il.us/sor/.

“The number of known sex
offenders throughout Illinois
is extremely alarming, and
they do not live in any one
neighborhood or community;
they live in every part of our
state,” she said.

Illinois law prohibits sex
offenders who committed a
crime against a child from dis-
tributing treats on Halloween.

Some police departments
conduct surveillance of the
homes of known sex offenders
on Halloween and have made
arrests.
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Students at Arlington Heights' Hersey High Sichool,
which had one of the state’s top average SAT scores.

£
finds

wide gap 1n
scores on SAT

Many high schools across state seen as
below average in 1st year of free testing

BY DIANE RADO AND
JENNIFER RICHARDS
Chicago Tribune

About two-thirds of Illi-
nois public high schools
posted below-average to
rock-bottom scores on the
SAT college entrance
exam, given for free for the
first time to 1llth-graders
last spring at school, re-
vealing that thousands of
students are still strug-
gling even as the state
pushes kids to achieve at
higher levels.

Average scores ranged
from the low 740s to the
high 1300s, reflecting wide
disparities in performance
at more than 700 high
schools statewide, accord-
ing to data released Tues-
day as part of the state’s
annual picture of public
schools, called the Illinois
Report Card.

white and Asian peers, the
data show. Some students
attend classes in high-
poverty neighborhoods,
while others are educated
in wealthy suburban en-

claves and blue-collar and -

downstate rural areas.

Payton College Prepar-
atory High School, aselec-
tive enrollment Chicago
Public School, posted the
highest SAT average in the
state — a 1375. But in
pockets of CPS, about two
dozen schools posted the
worst averages statewide,
all under an 800 for math
and for reading and writ-
ing combined.

The Illinois State Board
of Education’s report card
is aconglomeration of data
ranging from state exam
scores for high school and
grade school students, to
school finance, teacher at-
tendance and evaluations,

Black and Hisp
teens fared worse on the
exam compared with

and enroll and socio-

Turn to SAT, Page 5

Injured Bears player
couid have lost leg

Tight end Miller
suffered torn
artery in knee

BY COLLEEN KANE
Chicago Tribune

The angle at which
Zach Miller’s left leg bent
was so horrifically wrong
that there was little doubt
ihe Bears tight end was
seriously injured Sunday
afternoon at the Super-
dome in New Orleans.

It was so serious, in fact,
that Miller needed urgent
vascular , a pro-
cedure that went beyond
trying to save his footbﬁ
career to trying to save hi
ability to walk.

When Miller landed
awkwardly while trying to
make a touchdown catch
in the Bears’ loss to the
Saints, he dislocated his
left knee and tore the

nonliteal  arterv  hehind
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Bears tight end Zach
Miller Is taken off the field
Sunday in New Orleans.

!

versity Medical Center
New Orleans did that.
Miller quickly went from
the stadium to the hospi-
tal, where surgeons stabi-
lized the injury by using a
vein from his right leg to
repair the artery, Bears
coach John Fox said. -
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Former Trump campaign chief Paul Manafort leaves court Monday after pleading not guilty to all charges.

former Trump

aides indicted

Adviser who

pleaded guilty
has Chicago
connections

BY PATRICK M.
O’CONNELL,
KATHERINE SKIBA
AND JASON MEISNER
Chicago Tribune

The 30-year-old Chi-
cago man who entered the
first guilty plea in special
counsel Robert Mueller’s

LINKEDIN

George Papadopoulos, 30,
is being allowed to live in
his Chicago home.

probe of the iaii gov-

d to the R

ernment’s efforts to inter-
fere with the 2016 election
is just a “small part” of a
much larger investigation,
court papers unveiled
Monday show.

George Papadopoulos, a
2009 DePaul University
graduate, pleaded guilty
Oct. 5 to lying to the FBI
and signaled he is cooper-
ating with investigators as
they attempt to unravel
the Trump campaign’s
dealings with Russia.- He
has acknowledged that he
misled investigators about
his dealings with the for-
eign power, including
interactions with an un-
named overseas professor
whom he believed to be

government and who told
him the Russians had
“dirt” on then-candidate
Hillary Clinton via “thou-
sands of emails”

“There’s a ]arge-scale;
ongoing investigation o
which this case is a small
part;” said Aaron Zelinsky
of the special counsels
office at Papadopoulos’
plea hearing.

Papadopoulos, who
grew up in suburban Lin-
colnwood and attended
Niles West High School,
did postgraduate work in
London after earning a
political science degree
from DePaul University,

Turn to Russia, Page 9

2 plead not guilty while
1 to cocperate in probe

BY JoSEPH TANFAN:
‘Washington Bureau

‘WASHINGTON — The
special counsel investigat-
ing Russia’s role in the
2016 presidential race an-

noun cha%es
Monday against three for-
mer campaign aides to
Donald Trump, including
his former campaign
chief, marking a new
phase in the FBI probe of
the president’s
inner circle.

One of the
three repeatedly
sought to ar-
range a meeting
between then-
candidate
Trump and sen-
ior Russian offi-
cials in London
or Moscow, ac-
cording to court docu-
ments.

The meeting did not
take place, but court docu-
ments describe an exten-
sive effort by Russian offi-
cials to gain access to the

campaign.
Court papers disclosed
that George Papadopou-

los, aformer foreign policy

‘adviser to the Trump cam-

Ppaign, is cooperating with
prosecutors led by special
counsel Robert Mueller,
who is pursuing allega-
tions of possible co-
operation between the
Trump campaign and
Russian officials seeking
to influence the U.S. elec-
tion.

Paul Manafort, who
was Trump’s campaign

chief, and Rich-

ard Gates III,

who was Mana-

fort’s top deputy
and helped run
. Trump’s inaugu-
ration, were
separately ac-
cused of a total of

12 counts of

fraud, conspira-

cy and money
laundering in a financial
scheme that ran from
2006 to 2017.

In a court hearing Mon-
day afternoon, Manafort
and Gates both pleaded
not guilty to the S.
Manafort was released on

Turn to Charges, Page 10




Educators
disagree

on testing
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standards
SAT, from Page 1

economic trends, among
other measures made avail-
able to families and taxpay-
ers.

State School Superin-
tendent Tony Smith high-
lighted various improve-
ments on a media confer-
ence call Monday, but also
challenges.

While four- and five-
year graduation rates went

up, Smith raised concerns .

about the extent of remedi-
al classes. The percent of
graduates enrolled in such
courses dropped from 494
to 46.8 percent in the 2017
data.

“I would say that is
worth noting, and good
that’s it’s going down. But
to me, that is a big area of
work in this state. We have
too many kids who are still
taking remedial course-
work” Smith said.

One key piece was miss-
ing in the school report card
data: state science exams.
The delays in scoring date
back to the 2016 exams.
State officials said some
science scores may come
out next month. Fifth-grade,
eighth-grade and high
school students in biology
take the state science exams.

And while the ISBE has
usually met a statutory
deadline of providing
school data to the public on
Oct. 31, the agency will
delay until Friday posting a
plethora of information at
IllinoisReportCard.com.
Reports for schools, in tra-
ditional paper format, will
be available Tuesday on the
ISBE’s “eReport Card Pub-

Yo Sita?
lic Site!

The ISBE cited a variety
or reasons for the delays,
including a larger load of
data to handle this year.
Late Monday afternoon,
the agency was still making
revisions to key data, such
as test scores. Some dis-
tricts, including CPS, have
been trying to reconcile the
state’s data compared with
their own.

Still, the 2017 report rep-
resents the broadest pic-
ture yet on how schools and
students are performing.

The percentage of third-
through eighth-graders
meeting or exceeding
standards in English lan-
guage arts on the PARCC
assessment increased from
36.2 percent in 2016 to 37
percent in 2017 In math,
the percentage changed
from 30.5 percent in 2016 to
312 percent in 2017, ac-
cording to the ISBE.

One of the newest data
pieces — and likely the most
surprising for educators
and families — are the SAT

Tep Hlinois SAT schoois ail in Chicago area

Illinois juniors for the first time took the SAT for free at school last spring. Data
released as part of the Illinois Report Card show that the average composite SAT score

— a combination of the reading and writing section and math
section — was 1015.9 out of a possible score of 1600. These are
the 10 schools with the highest composite SAT scores statewide.

Composite SAT score
Total score: 400-1600
State average: 1015.9

School District City Average school score
Payton College Preparatory 299 Chicago
Northside College Preparatory 299 Chicago
‘Young Magnet 299 Chicago
New Trier Township Winnetka 203 Winnetka
Jones College Prep 299 Chicago
Stevenson 125 Lincolnshire
Lane Technical 299 Chicago
‘Hinsdale Central 86 Hinsdale
Glenbrook North 225 Northbrook
Neuqua Valley 204 Naperville

'SOURCE: Chicago Tribune analysis of lllinols State Board of Education data

results and how the state is
interpreting those scores
under a tough new stand-
ard that expects juniors to
get at least a 540 in math
and in reading and writing.
That will be a challenge
based on current data.

Overall, the College
Board’s SAT scores range
from 400 to 1600, based on
math, and readmg and
writing sections. Each sec-
tion’s scores range from
200 to 800.

The statewide average for
last spring’s exam was 1015.9
— a 5115 in reading and
writing and a 504.4 in math.
The total figure — based on
juniors taking the test for
free at school — equates to at
least a 19 or closer to a 20 on
the familiar ACT, according
to the College Board’s SAT
analysis.

In recent years, when
juniors were taking the
ACT at school, average
scores ranged between 20.3
and 20.6.

Illinois’ SAT average
would also put the state in
the middle of the pack —
around the 50th to 52nd
percentile — based on a
national sample.

The Tribune reviewed
average SAT scores at all
Illinois public high schools,
finding roughly 32 percent
of schools posted higher
scores than the state’s aver-
age of 1015.9. The remain-
ing two-thirds of high
schools posted below the
average, the data show.

To be clear, the state’s
average is not the same as
SAT’s national average,
which includes both public
and private students. For
the 2017 graduating' class,
the national SAT average
was 1060 — 533 on the
reading and writing sec-
tion, and 527 in math.

College Board officials
cautioned that compari-
sons are difficult across
states, and the most fair
comparison would likely be
in several states that ad-
ministered the SAT at
school, just like Tiiinois.

Tllinois will now be using
the SAT to determine
whether students are meet-
ing academic standards in
reading, math and writing.

That will require at least a
540 on each section of the
exam to be considered pro-
ficient.

The spring 2017 state-
wide administration of the
SAT found that 39.8 per-
cent of 11th-grade students
achieved proficiency in

ish language arts and
36.4 percent in math.

The analysis gets more
complicated because the
College Board itself uses
scores lower than 540 to
determine if students are
considered prepared for
key freshman classes at
college. Those scores are
generally at least 480 for
reading and writing, and at
least 530 for math. Those
figures mean that students
likely could get a C or
higher in key classes in the
first semester of college.

So parents looking at
SAT score reports could
find that their child is pre-
pared for college classes,
but the state doesn’t rate
their child as proficient.

Educators are trying to
make sense of the SAT
proficiency scores that just
recently were approved.

“This quick undertaking

. seemed rushed and
shortsighted and noninclu-
sive” said Kevin O’Mara,
executive director of the
Illinois High School Dis-
trict Organization.

“The toothpaste is out of
the tube and our high
school superintendents are
left holding the bag and
trying to explain how you
can be college-ready but
not make the (proficiency)
cut,” O’Mara said. “It s still
adifficult thing”

In the sprawling Town-
ship High School District
214 based in Arlington
Heights, Superintendent
David Schuler said he ex-
pected some confusion
over the SAT scores. “We
always knew this was going
to be a little mur
Schuler said.

The district has its own
set of goals and college-
ready indicators for suc-
cess, he said, and those are
not necessarily the same
data. points that the ISBE
uses in its Report Card.

“We can't let a state

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

agency or the federal gov-
ernment undermine what
is appropriate and accept-
able for our locals schools
and colleges,” Schuler said.

“What if we create our
own report card and we'd
say, as superintendents, this
is what we value?”

The district’s Hersey
High School in Arlington
Heights scored an average
1202.3 on the SAT, one of
only 14 high schools in the
state that averaged a 1200
or higher.

At CPS, the state’s largest
district, officials said they
will be using SAT’s college-
ready scores, which are
lower than the state’s re-

quirement.

“CPS is using this bench-
mark as it best reflects
actual student perform-
ance and is backed by a
significant amount of re-
search,” spokesman
Michael Passman said.
‘“Under the College Board’s
benchmark, 48.2 percent of
CPS students met or ex-
ceeded reading/writing
benchmarks and 26.7 per-
cent met or exceeded math
benchmarks”

Under the state’s num-
bers, only 278 percent of
CPS students were consid-
ered proficient in reading
and writing and 24.5 per-
cent in math.

However, of the 14
schools exceeding 1200 on
the SAT, CPS selective
enrollment schools were at
the top of the list: Payton,
Northside, Young, Jones
and Lane Tech. In the
suburbs, the top-scoring
SAT schools were New
Trier Township, Stevenson,
Lake Forest, Libertyville,
Deerfield, Hinsdale Cen-
tral, Neuqua Valley, Glen-
brook North and Hersey.

Smith said the federal
government required the
state to set scores for profi-
ciency, for high school and
grade school students alike.
Ultimately, 90 percent of
students should be consid-
ered proficient by 2032 and
‘be prepared for coliege and
careers.

“Overall, we’re making
progress,” Smith said.

drado@chicagotribune.com

Bears’ Mi
Miller, from Page 1

about where he is right
now, as it relates to that.”
“Right now the report'is
they’re obviously going to
take a while for it to make
sure it remains good, but
he’s got good pulse in his
lower leg, as well as good
feeling,” Fox said. “His foot
is warm, which is a good
sign. Not to say he’s out of
the woods by any stretch,

hut ite ac onnd ac nanld ha
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Millers injury

Bears tight end
Zach Miller had
urgent surgery
Sunday to repair
atorn artery in
his knee. Miller
leaped attempt-
ingto catcha
touchdown pass
and dislocated
his knee while
landing.

Rear view

of left knee 3"‘ .

Femur —— 1 /

-
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ar surgery
he was arguing about catch,
no catch.

“But he’s very supportive
of the team, very unselfish.
That’s just him, and it’s
genuine. It’s real, and I just
kind of shared that back.
He’s got all our love and
prayers coming his way. He
was basically telling us to

in there. But that’s

him. That’s just the kind of

person he is and the kind of
teammate he is.”

Tha ininre laavac tha
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e man slain

Event promoted on social media;
homeowners not living at residence

BY XAREN BERKOWITZ
Pioneer Press

Investigators looking
into a fatal shooting early
Sunday outside a Hallow-
een costume party in Lake
Forest estimate that 150 to
200 people attended the
event, which was pro-
moted on social media and
attracted partygoers from
southern Wisconsin and
northeast Illinois.

The Lake County coro-
ner’s office Monday re-
leased the results of an

_autopsy on the victim, Shaft

D. Wilson Jr,, 19, of the 1600
block of Argonne Drive in
North Chicago.

The coroner determined
that Wilson’s death was a
homicide due to gunfire.
Toxicology results are

pending.

Sgt. Christopher Covelli,
of the Lake County Major
Crime Task Force, said the
homeowners had not been
living in the residence in
the 1300 block of West
Estate Lane East in Lake
Forest.

In the last several
months, the home had been
occupied by an adult rela-
tive of the homeowners,
Covelli said.

Investigators deter-
mined the party was organ-
ized and promoted by an
acquaintance’ of the adult
living in the home, accord-
ing to Covelli.

Lake Forest police had -

been to the home in the
moments immediately be-
fore the shooting and were
aware of a large, loud party
that started to swell in
numbers after 11 pm. Sat-

.

The shooting took place
shortly after midnight after
an argument broke out,
Covelli said.

Sunday, as more than a
dozen investigators contin-
ued to mill around . the
usually quiet street, neigh-
bors discussed their theo-
ries on what may have
happened during the party.

Pete Luthy, who grew up
in Lake Forest and for-the
past seven years haslived in
a home near where the
party was held, spent part
of the morning speaking
with a couple who also live
in a nearby home, theirs
with a view of the yard
where the shooting oc-
curred.

“He said it was just

surrea],” Luthy said, recall-
ing his earlier conversation
with neighbors. “And I
imagine with what they
may have seen, with views
of the crowds outside,
that's true. We all sort of
surmised that the shooting
was outdoors because it
was so easy to hear, rather
than if the shooting was
inside someone else’s
home.”

Police confirmed Wilson
was found outside.

A 20-year-cld Waukegan
woman was injured when
there was a stampede of
partygoers fleeing the
scene, Covelli said. She was
treated at a local hospital
and released.

Even before police con-
firmed details about the
party’s promotion on social
media, Luthy said Sunday
the party seemed like the
type that might have been
promoted online and that
drew a large crowd of
people who might not have
lmown others in attend-

Luthy had locked up the
house and was settling in
for the night when he
heard the gunshots.

He estimated ‘' that he
heard 10 to 20 shots.

“Then people were rush-
ing back to their cars. I
heard some crying. one
sounded like a young wom-
an crying, and obviously
she was upset by what
happened,” Luthy said.

Luthy said he used torun
into members of a family
who lived in the house
where the shooting teck
place, until they moved
away some six to eight
months ago.

That family rented the
home, he said, but it wasn’t
clear whether the current
occupant owns or rents the
home, Covelli said.

Covelli said a woman
currently lives in the home.

Police ask that anyone
with information about
Sunday’s homicide call
Lake Forest police at 847-
810-3818 or Lake County
CrimeStoppers at 847-662-
2222,

Karen Berkowitz is a report-
er for Pioneer Press. Chicago
Tribune reporter Katherine
Rosenberg-Douglas and
photographer Nancy Stone
contributed.

Kberkowitz@pioneerlocal.com

Melrose Park man jailed
over road-rage shooting

Elmhurst incident
results in charge of
attempted murder

BY CLIFFORD WARD
Chicago Tribune

A Melrose Park man was
ordered held in lieu of $1.5
million bail in the alleged
weekend road-rage shoot-
ing of a man in Elmhurst,
according to DuPage
County prose-
cutors.

Angelo
Navarro, 23, of the
21NN hlnrl: Af Alta e

Y

tered, and the driver out-
side, bleeding from the facc.
The driver’s wife was in the
car, but she was not injured,
prosecutors said.

The older man’s car was
reportedly behind Navarro,
who was stopped in the
intersection, waiting to
turn. When Navarro failed
to turn, the older man
drove around him and
honked his horn.

Navarro is then alleged to
have followed the
man south on
York, and then
drove into the
o narthhannd  lana
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More prep pictures
« at dailyhicraid.com
You’'ll find more high school

sports photographs available
when you log on to our Web site.
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In the blink of a weekend,
a field of 256 playoff football
teams slashed to 128.

This week’s edition of Eyes
on Five looks at the storylines
heading into the second
round of the playoffs as well as
the possibility of future expan-
sion of the qualifying field.

Expansion:

[ Twenty-eight  bylaw
amendment proposals
recently were submitted

to the THSA, and one proposal
features an attempt to expand
the football playoffs.

No surprise there. There
have been many previous
submissions  designed to
expand the field, but they've
failed.

Will this one be different,
gain trac-
1 tion and ulti-
mately  suc-
ceed? We'll
4 see, but don’t
;| countonit.
! Here are
+ | the details-...
The  pro-
posal, sub-

Kevin Schmit

reser

mitted by rep-
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from St. Patrick and Glen-
brook North, doubles the
playoff field from 256 teams
to 512 and reduces the reg-
ular-season schedule from
nine games to eight. For the
roughly 30 to 40 football teams
not qualifying, they have the
option of scheduling a Week
9 non-playoff game against
each other.

The 14-week schedule and
qualification criteria would
remain intact, but the -play-
offs would begin in Week 9
instead of Week 10. There'd
still be eight classes, only with
64 teams each instead of the
current setup of 32 teams
per class. Each class would
be divided into two brackets
seeded 1to 32.

The rationale for the pro-
posal boils down to eliminat-
ing the pressure to win five
games to become playoff eli-
glble Accomplish that and
you'd hopefully eliminate the
conference jumping that's
occurred in recent years and
the struggles so many schools
endure trying to schedule
nonconference games.

Following a series of town
halls to discuss the proposals,
the THSA Legislative Commis-
sion meets Nov. 20 to deter-
mine which proposals to
advance to a statewide vote

among the member schools.
The IHSA members vote
between Nov. 21 and Dec. 5.

1t'd be a game-changer if it
passes, but it’s likely too dras-
tic of a change for the bulk of
the member schools.

5’;;‘, Giant slaying:
. We've seen this before

from Hinsdale South.

Maybe not an upset
of this magnitude, but we
shouldn’t be surprised the
Hornets already made a mess
of the Class 6A bracket.

Hinsdale South (6-4) was
the last of the 256 playoff
teams to qualify, narro
beating out St. Edward for the
final spot because of a third
tiebreaker based on the num-
ber of victories by regular-sea-
son teams it defeated.

The reward was qualifi-
cation for the Hornets, but
the punishment was a 16th
seed in the southern half of
the 6A bracket and a first-
round meeting at No. 1 Crete-
Monee. Shocking the state,
Hinsdale South pulled out a
28-20 victory.

For those who have fol-
lowed the Hornets in recent
years, however, wins like that

are expected.

In 2015 the Hornets were
the 13th seed in 6A but beat
the No. 4, No. 5 and No. 1
seeds before iosing 40-37 to
Crete-Monee in the semifi-
nals. The year before that the
10th-seeded Homets beat
the No. 7 seed and the No.
2 seed before falling in the
quarterfinals.

With an enrollment of 1,507,
Hinsdale South is the small-
est school in the 14-member
West Suburban Conference.
It's a challenge to survive a
schedule against teams with
much larger rosters, but now
you see the benefit.

No matter what struggles
Hinsdale - South experiences
during' the regul
they fade in the playoffs when
finally facing similar-sized
schools in Class 6A.

“We play with a chip on our
shoulder during the season
because we're the smallest
school in the conference,” said
Hornets coach Mike Barry.
“Our guys always believe they
can win, but now they have
the evidence to show they can
doitin6A.”

Hinsdale South will try to
keep the postseason magic

ar season, in|

DANIEL WHITE/dwhlte@dallyhenld com

Willowbrook’s Jack Jesson (24) is congratulated by Tyler Guerrero (51) after scoring a touchdown against Deerfield last week.

going against St. Laurence
this weekend. Defending 6A
champion Prairie Ridge is the
heavy favorite to emerge from
the northern bracket, but now
the southern bracket is up for

grabs.
The southern bracket still
looks tough with Sacred

Heart-Griffin, Nazareth, Prov-
idence and others, but the
Hornets opened a lot of eyes
last weekend.

:3 Out of site:
>

] Poor Duchon Field.
Glenbard West's his-
toric and breathtaking
playing venue took a hit of a
beating this season, includ-
ing during last week’s open-
g-round Class 8A victory
over Bloom.

Because of an iffy weather
forecast this week that may
or may not pelt the grass sur-
face with more rain, the Hill
toppers made the tough decn-
sion to move Saturday’s
second-round home game
against Oswego to Glenbard
East.

“I wish we could wait to see
if it rains or not before mak-
ing the decision, but that's
not realistic,” said Glenbard

West coach Chad Hetlet.
“It's too bad we can’t play at
Duchon. I love playing there.
There’s something magical
there. But it just makes sense
to move it.”

While explaining the deci-
sion, Hetlet referenced Glen-
bard West's 2012 Class 7A
quarterfinal win over Whea-
ton North. Now known as
“The Mud Bowl,” Duchon
Field was a swamp due to a
pounding rain.

The play was not good. The
Hilltoppers pulled out a 3-0
victory en route to winning a
state title, but Hetlet doesn’t
want a repeat of those playing
conditions.

“After 2012 I told myself
I'd never do that to my kids
again,” Hetlet said.

Glenbard West has played
multiple playoff games away
from Duchon Field since
“The Mud Bowl,” includ-
ing the following week for
the semifinal win over Lake
Zurich.

Glenbard South is typi-
cally the backup stadium for
the Hilltoppers, who played
there twice during the 2015
playoffs, but the Raiders
host Marian Central in a 5A

p
2 3
surjaces

matchup at 3 p.m. Saturday.

The Hilltoppers are sticking

to their standard 1 p.m. start

time and playing at Glenbard

East.

“Glenbard East was gener-
ous enough to let us do it, so
that's the plan,” Hetlet said. “It
just doesn’t make any sense to
riskit.  don’t think it's a disad-
vantage to either team playing
on a better surface.”

J Conference calling:

—1 How did we do last

weekend? By “we” I

mean the first-round

performances by the local
conferences.

The Chicago Catholic
League had a rough week-
end. Four of the five teams
qualified but only one, Mar-
mion, advanced to the second
round. Montini, De La Salle
and Fenwick all lost.

. 'The DuPage Valley Confer-

ence was a mixed bag. While

Naperville Central and Whea-

ton North won convincingly,

Lake Park and Glenbard

North lost.

The East Suburban Catholic
Conference sent six of its nine
teams to the playoffs, and four
advanced, including Benet,
Marian Central, Marist and
Nazareth. Notre Dame and St.
Viator fell.

Peotone and Wi on
both moved on from the Inter-
state Eight Small. IC Catho-
lic Prep and Glenbard South
advanced from the Metro
Suburban Blue, but River-
side-Brookfield lost in the
opening round.

The Upstate Eight Valley lost
both qualifiers to first-round
defeats — South Elgin and
West Aurora.

Hinsdale South and Willow-
brook helped thé West Subur-
ban Gold go 2-0 last weekend.
The Silver went 2-3 as Glen-
bard West and Hinsdale Cen-
tral advanced but Downers
Grove North, Lyons Twp. and
Oak Parklost.

g Stat time:

5 Friday night play-
off games continue to
disappear.

Forty- three of the 128 open-
ing-round games were played
on Friday, or about 34 per-
cent. This weekend, oniy four
of 64 second-round games are
on Friday — a reduction to 6
percent.

Follow Kevin on Twitter
@kevin_schmit

Naperville

chane

By CHRIS WALKER
Daily Herald Correspondent

As a corner kick from
Ethan Harvey bounced
around like a metal ball in

a pinball machine, it finally
hralo frao and landad in tha

e to deme d

Boys soccer

af state

had to make three saves in
the second half, including a
huge one with a little more
than 12 minutes left in the
game off the foot of Edwin
Zizumbo.

Naperville North (25-1-1),

wihich tiad the erhanl racard
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Glenbard South could join a
select group of football teams
from its past — if everyone
does his part.

‘The Raiders, who beat Pay-
ton 49-31 in the first round
of Class 5A football playoffs,
seek to be the fourth team in
program history to reach the
quarterfinals. A win over No.
14 Marian Central, and' No.
11 Glenbard South (6-4) joins
its 1999, 2008 and 2009 teams
to reach the final eight in its
class.

“The message that I relayed
to the team today was to play
a complete game, four quar-
ters of football. Too often
this season the defense car-
ried the offense or maybe the
offense carried the defense,”
Glenbard South coach Ryan
Crissey said Monday.

“Let’s put together a com-
plete game on both sides of
the ball because that's what
it’s going to take to beat a very
good team like Marian Cen-
tral. Not playing over your
head. It's about fulfilling your
responsibility and that's it.
Just do your 1/11th, don’t do
anyone else’s job.”

Crissey pointed to two
examples from last week's
win over Payton. The offense
sent quarterback Jack Crouch
to 208 yards rushing and run-
ning backs Nick D’Ambra
and Adam Haushahn each
over 100. The defense created
interceptions by Mark Wilson,
Noah Gibson .and - Graham
DiFranco and 2 Haushahn
sacks.

“That shows you everyone’s
doing what they're supposed
to be doing,” Crissey said.

Got your back:

It hasn’t quite been a revolv-
ing door in Benet's backfield,
but the Redwings (7-3) con-
tinue to search for the best
player to lead the running
game.

In last week's 35-13 vic-
tory over Maine West in the

S see qua

-ociball E‘WE@S

opening round of the Class 7A
playoffs, No. 17 Benet turned
to all-East Suburban Catholic
Conference linebacker Mike
‘Wymer. A running back at the
freshman and sophomore lev-
els, the junior rushed for 120
yards and a touchdown.

Wymer was the sixth fea-
ture back the Redwings have
used this season, joining Ben
Hickey, Sean Theisen, Thomas
Snell, Ben Cooney and Con-
nor Reid.

“Wymer’s experienced
there, so he was an obvious
choice,” said Benet coach Pat
Néw. “We're just trying to find
the best fit.”

Wymer, Cooney and Reid
are among the defensive lead-
ers for the Redwings, but play-
ing both ways often becomes a
necessity in the playoffs. And
all of them want to be on the

field as much as possible this
time of year.
Sophomore  quarterback

Colin  Gillespie rushed for
80 yards and 2 touchdowns
against Maine West, giving the
Redhawks another threat in
a ground game that piled up
more than 300 rushing yards.
After last week’s performance,
though, look for Benet to focus
on Wymer again.

“He was awesome back
there,” New said. “I delayed
putting him there for as long
as possible because I wanted
him to get immersed in the
defense. But in the playoffs it’s
all hands on deck. We have to
have our best 11 out there.”

Easing in:

Like every other football
team this time of year, Wil-
lowbrook (9-1) has its share of
bumps and bruises.

That's why it was ideal when
the Warriors burst to a 44-0
halftime lead on their way to a
44-21 victory over Deerfield in
the opening round of the Class
6A playoffs.

“It gets to be a long year
when you include all the time
in the summer,” said War-
riors coach Nick Hildreth. “It's

Saturday in Glen Ellyn.

been a grind.”

Hildreth’s starters played
only a half against Deerfield,
allowing two-way standouts
like Jack Jessen to rest up for
what the Warriors hope will be
another deep playoff run. The
entire roster enjoyed the post-
season experience last week.

The fourth-seeded Warriors
should be ready to go in their
second-round ame against

5 DeKalb Fs 2), a game
that promises to be much
tougher than the first round.

“It was good to get the start-
ers out of there early, even if
they didn’t want to come out,”
Hildreth said. “Just following
the success DeKalb’s had the
past few years, we know it's
going to be a challenge.”

11 terﬁnal berth withit

]

Gienbard South will host Marian Central Catholic in a Class 6A football playoff game at 3 p.m.

Ground up:

For all the challenges Glen-
bard West's injury-riddled
defense faced this season,
Oswego might be a first this
weekend.

With . 6-foot-2, 200-pound
junior running back Chris
Coleman, the No. 9 Pan-
thers (9-1) offer a glimpse at a
downhill power run game. In
last week’s 28-14 first-round
win over Naperville North,
Coleman rushed for 330 yards
on 29 carries.

Eighth-seeded ~ Glenbard
West (9-1) needs to prepare
for a much different style of
play compared to what it saw
during the regular season in
the West Suburban Silver.

“I think we've done a great

BRIAN HILL/bhill@dailyherald.com

job against the run this year,
but this is going to be tough,”
said Hilltoppers coach Chad
Hetlet. “We can't let him get
a head of steam, we have to
tackle well and we must be
good up front.”

With Aidan O’Keefe hop-
ing to return from injury this
week, Glenbard West should
have a strong rotation of
four defensive linemen,
including Marky Winters,
Ben Norgaard and sopho-
more Dave Lanciloti. The
second level also hopes to
get a boost with the return
from injury of linebacker
Jayden Rodgers.

For the first time all sea-
son the Hilltoppers’ defense
might actually have their best

1 freaf:h

“I think we're getting
healthy, but we "Il have to see
how everyone’s doing,” Het-
let said. “I'd be nice to have
everyone out there for a game
like this.”

Into the future:

DeKalb eliminated Mon-
tini from the Class 6A play-
offs on Saturday, ending Mike
Bukovsky’s first season as
Broncos coach after 27 years
as defensive coordinator.

Despite a first-round exit for
the first time since 2006, over-
all Bukovsky was encouraged
by what he saw on the field

s fall.

“We wanted to compete a
little better than we did last
year and our boys did that. We
played hard, we didn’t lose
any games because of effort
or we gave up or any of that,”
Bukovsky said Saturday.

“Last year we really strug-
gled with that, we got blown
off the field three or four times
last year. But this year our kids
really stepped up and we did a
lot of good things.”

Along with effort there’s
consistent execution. That'll
be emphasized consider-
ing Montini moves to the
upper-echelon Chicago Cath-
olic League Blue for at least
the next two seasons, joining
Loyola, Brother Rice, St. Rita
and Providence.

The CCL loses St. Fran-
cis, Bishop McNamara and
Aurora Christian to the Metro
Suburban Conference start-
ing in 2018-19, and a CCL par-
ity committee used a variety
of factors to set up three divi-
sions next season. Scheduling
will be revisited after the 2019
season.

Along with the CCL Blue
lineup, the Green will include
Mt. Carmel, Fenwick, De La
Salle, Marmion and St. Lau-
rence. The CCL Red will field
St. Ignatius, Leo, DePaul, St.
Joseph and Hope.

Follow on Twitter:
@doberhelmanl
@kevin_schmit
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