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Bianca Reyes also honored fcr Best Essay

If you had asked Addison Trail
ajumna Bianca Reyes (class of 2016)
how she felt about pageants a year
ago, you might not get the most fa-
vorable answer.

But her perspective and under-
standing of the pageant world have
changed in the last year, as she was
crowned Miss Addison in 2016 and
Miss Mexican Heritage on Sept. 8.
The Miss Mexican Heritage Scholar-
ship Pageant Program is a four-month
professional development program
hosted by Mexican Cultural Center
DuPage that ends in the Scholarship
Pageant, where three participants are
awarded a college scholarship.

“I never really wanted to be in
pageants, because I thought all they
cared about was physical looks,”
Reyes said. “But I now know there’s
so much more to these competitions.
The judges are looking for more than
beauty — they really care about the

whole package, including academics

and volunteer work.”

Having never participated in the
Miss Mexican Heritage Scholarship
Pageant before, Reyes was excited to
share her culture with others. Contes-
tants had to participate in workshops
on various topics such as motivation,
poise, financial independence, inter-
view skills and politics and attend
events throughout the summer. The
pageant included writing an essay on
a state in Mexico, representing that
state in a garment competition and
participating in a question-and-an-
swer session.

Reyes was not only crowned
Queen, but she also won the “Best
Essay,” “Best Dressed” and “Most
Photogenic” titles. She focused on
Jalisco, where her parents were born.

“I truly didn’t think I was going

to win,” Reyes said. “I was really |
shocked, and 1 aiso was very excit-
ed, because I knew my parents were
proud I showcased our heritage.

“Getting this title means a lot to
me, as it’s an opportunity to repre-
sent Latinos. My parents have sacri-
ficed a lot to be here, and I wanted
to compete in this pageant to show
when you put your mind to it, you
can achieve anything — no matter
your background.”

One of Reyes’ first duties as Queen
was to participate in the Mexican In-
dependence Day Festival on Sept. 16
& 17, which was presented by Mex-
ican Cultural Center DuPage, with
support from the’ City of West Chi-
cago. Reyes said she looks forward
to other events and opportunities she
will get to experience.

She said she is grateful for her
years at Addison Trail, as they helped
prepare her for a successful future.

“Addison Trail does a great job
trying to keep students involved and
offers many opportunities with dif-
ferent clubs and activities,” she said.
“The teachers also care tremendous-
ly about your future as well. They
take the time to help you with FAF-
SA, college applications, scholarship
applications and more.

“Because Addison Trail provided
me with all the resources I needed,
I am now thriving in college and be-
yond.”

During her time at the school,
Reyes was a member of the Blazettes,
Girls Soccer and Orchesis teams and
participated in Choir and the Inter-
national Dance Show. Beyond the
classroom, Reyes is a Commander
with the Addison Police Explorers.
She also served in the Addison Po-
lice Department’s Peer Jury program
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Pictured is Addison Trail alumna Bianca Reyes (class of 2016), who
was recently crowned Queen of the Miss Mexican Heritage Scholar-

ship Pageant.

and was certified through the Com-
munity Emergency Response Team
(CERT) program.

Now a sophomore at Western II-

ITJH Band ieader Cannon receives grant

Representatives from the Illinois
Retired Teachers Association Foun-
dation (IRTAF) visited Indian Trail
Junior High School on Wednesday,
Sept. 27 to present a grant check in

the amount of $729.99 to Raymond
Cannon for use in the ITTHS Music
Department. This year, the IRTAF
awarded $36,500 in grants to public
school teachers across the state. This

grant money is intended to allow eduy
cators to enrich their instruction with
materials not otherwise available to
them.

“Cannon applied for a grant in order

SUBMITTED PHOTO Addison Independent
Indian Trail Band Teacher Raymond Cannon (center) accepted a check for $729.99 from the lllinois Re-
tired Teachers Association Foundation (IRTAF). The grant will be used toward the purchase of recording
equipment in the Music Department. Pictured are (from left): iTJHS Principal Craig Bennett, IRTAF Area
3 Rep. Jan Bryant, Cannon, Band Teacher Lawrence Underwood and Superintendent John Langton.

linois University, Reyes plans to
major in international relations and
Spanish. She also is considering a
minor in criminal justice.

from IRTAF

to purchase recording equipment that
will be utilized to help record student
performances. The recording will
allow students to hear their progress
from year to year. The equipment will
also be used for live streaming con-
certs to the community.

Cannon has also procured more
than $6,000 worth of used instruments
from School and Community Assis-
tance for Recycling & Composting
Education (SCARCE). Instruments
that have been donated to SCARCE
are now finding new life in the hands
of music students throughout ASDA4.

At the Board of Education meet-
ing on September 27, Superinten-
dent Langton thanked the SCARCE
organization for additional donations
of instruments, including three drum
sets. He also thanked Kristin Gross
and her family for the donation of a
trumpet. Langton urged community
members who may have unused musi-
cal instruments in their homes to con-
sider donating them for use by current
students. For more information about
‘donating instruments, call the Indian
Trail office at 630-458-2600.
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after dark.
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Teddy Bear Sleepover comes to Addison Library

Children broughit their favorite stuffed animals to Addison Public Library on Wednesday, Sept. 20 for a
Teddy Bear Sleepover! Activities included reading stories, playing games, and exploring the building

Protecting
your assets

Attorneys John Pankau and
Lisa Knauf discuss ways for
attendees 1o protect their assets
in today’s economy at Addison
Public Library’s “Basics of

Wills and Trust” program on
Wednesday, Sept. 2.
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Putting the
fire out
Above: Addison Public
Library staff were trained
on Fire Extinguisher
Use by the Addison
Fire Protection District
on ionday morning.
Everyone got the chance
to put out a real fire!

Right: This youngster and
his mother shake out their
portion of a parachute,
brought in by Children’s
Specialist Omar, who
introduced the parachute
into Book Babies story
iime on Thursday Sept. 21 3
at Addison Public Library..
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A boy, a bell, and a bike ...
Tears of joy shed at Addison’s
Wild Fire Harley-Davidson

Good people abound, if you just

look. Twenty-year-old Austin Vitello.

is one of them. So are the members
of the Addison Police Department.

Here’s the heartwarming story of
how they came together over a Har-
ley-Davidson bicycle.

Austin Vitello loves motorcycles,
especially Harley-Davidsons.- Com-
ing in numerous times a week, he’d
walk from his home in Addison,
about three miles in the freezing cold
or blazing heat just to hang out at
Wild Fire Harley Davidson—taiking
to employees and customers ... being
around the bikes.

Eventually, he became a store
helper—doing odds and ends around
the dealership. Then, he became part
of the team and the store family. Last
June, Wild Fire gave Austin a Har-
ley-Davidson bicycle. He loved the
bike and rode it everywhere, all the
time.

Early September, his bike was sto-
len from his home. Crushed doesn’t
even begin to describe how he felt.
His sister posted on Facebook ex-

plaining that his bike was stolen and
the outpouring of support for Aus-
tin was overwhelming. Strangers,
friends, il dealership...everyone
shared the post to try to help Aus-
tin locate his stolen bicycle. Twelve
different strangers offered to donate
bikes to him.

Then, the police got involved.

The Addison Police Department—
that has been searching and contin-
ues to hunt for the stolen bike—con-
tacted Wild Fire Harley-Davidson
wanting to replace Austin’s bicycie.
So, the dealership customized the
new bike with stickers, and other
Harley-Davidson branded items to
replicate the old bike as closely as
possible.

As a surprise for Austin, the Addi-
son Police Department presented the
new bicycle to him at the Sept. 16
School of Harley Rock: Battle of the
Kids Bands event. While there, Aus-
tin was asked to ring the legendary
Freedom Bell-an occurrence that’s
exciting enough for any Harley lover.

And, just when he thought it

couldn’t get any better, on cue, in
walked two officers from the Addi-
son Police Department with his new
replacement bicycle. A very emo-
tional Austin was so overwhelmed
he couldn’t physically contain his
excitement — jumping up and down
and smiling ear to ear. Friends, fami-
ly, employees and customers cheered
Austin on as he took a joyous test
loop around the store.

The APD is still working to lo-
cate Austin‘s original bike, as they
explained when they presenied him
with the new replacement. In the
meantime, this bike will help him get
to work.

Austin and his story have captured
the hearts of people all-over social
media. It is the kind of happy end-
ing everyone loves to experience,
and Austin is the kind of young man
whose happiness has brought tears
to the eyes of everyone who has
shared in this moment whether they
were there live it or one of the nearly
20,000 people who saw it on Face-
book.
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Here are two members of the Addison Police Department on either
side of Addison resident Anthony Vitello, a young motorcycle en-
thusiast, who had been working at Wild Fire Harley Davidson, where
he obtained a Harley bicycle that was eventually stolen. Through an
outpouring of support, mostly on Facebook, the officers were able
to present Vitello with a new bicycle, pictured here.
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Pictured here with Addison Trail Principal Michael Bolden is senior
Dionisia Vassos, who has been named the September recipient of

88’s Best recoghnition.

Di

onisia Vassos named Addison

Trail's recipient of ‘88’s Best’ award

Dionisia Vassos has been named as
Addison Trail’s September recipient
of 88’s Best recognition for her out-
standing academic accomplishments.
Vassos, a senior, was recognized
during the Sept. 25 District 88 Board
of Education meeting.

Throughout her four years at Ad-
dison ‘Trail, Vassos has taken the
most rigorous courses available and
has not only participated, but been a
leader in numerous clubs, activities
and sports.

Vassos’ academic record speaks
for itself — she' has received As in
every course she has taken (includ-
ing eight Advanced Pilacement (AP)/
college-level courses and 14 Honors
courses) and has continually chal-
lenged herself to take classes she not
only enjoys, but knows will help her
in the future.

“I had the privilege of having
Vassos in Speech class,” said Katie
Inzinga, English teacher and Girls
Volleyball coach. “Not only was she
over prepared and extremely orga-
nized, but her speeches were always
delivered fantastically, with emotion
and enthusiasm. She truly captivat-
ed her audience for every speech
she presented, utilizing her range of
voice and facial expressions.

“It is clear Vassos takes pride in
her academics and strives to achieve
the highest standards. She continual-
ly wants to learn to better her edu-
cation and will do well in her future
endeavors.”

Vassos is Co-Captain of the Girls
Volleyball Team, Vice President
of Student Council, Vice President
of National Honor Society and is a
member of Best Buddies, the Class
of 2018 Board and Choir. She also
volunteers at AMITA Health Alexian
Brothers Medical Center. This is just
a small picture of the many things
she has participated in during her
four years as a Blazer.

“I have had the pleasure of teach-
ing and coaching Vassos,” said Jes-
sica Clark, English teacher and Girls
Volleyball coach. “She is an exem-

plary kid, who takes advantage of
everything school has to offer. I have
never met a kid who is as jazzed to
be in high school as Vassos. From the
moment I started coaching her as a
freshman, I knew this girl was some-
thing special. Her positive attitude
and outgoing personality are unpar-
alleled. Having Vassos in class was
no different. She is highly motivated
and has a positive influence on those
around her. She is very deserving of
this recognition. I feel lucky to have
had the opportunity to get to know
her over the last four years.”

Dan Styler, social studies teacher
and head coach of the Varsity Giris
Volleyball Team, agreed.

“I’ve had the pleasure of knowing
Vassos in the capacity as one of her
volleyball coaches at Addison Trail
over the past four years,” he said.
“Her contagious laugh and vibrant
personality make her teammates

-gravitaie toward her.

“Our coaching staff always talks
about how Vassos is a kid who just

loves every facet of high school. Her

performance in the classroom, cou-
pled with her sense of service to oth-
ers, will take her very far in life. We
are very proud of her. Go, Blazers!”

Vassos’ Blazer Pride exudes from
her whole being, and it is truly in-
fectious. She has joined so many
clubs and activities because she cares
deeply about her school and wants to
make it even better through serving
as a leader. She works hard to include
everyone in school activities and
tries to make high school a positive
place for her classmates, just as it has
been for her.

Vassos is in the process of .apply-
ing to various colleges and univer-
sities, but at the top of her list are
Indiana University, The University
of Iowa and University of Ilinois
at Urbana-Champaign. She plans to
study science and has aspirations to
be a hospital pharmacist. Above all,
she wants to help people and knows
that by combining her passion for
science, she will achieve that goal.

Indian Trall Iumor High School
stdents had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in an after school arts en-
richment program this week at Arts
Alive workshops. The Arts Alive is
designed to give junior high students
a chance to explore Creative Writing,
Visual Arts, Music and Theatre by
participating in workshops taught by
professional artists.

During this week’s -session, stu-
dents could choose between three

 different workshop topics, “TOONS”

TIPS: Making Cartooning fun and
easy; You too can be a Modern Ar-
tist:Abstract Painting Made Easy;
and Teen “Zine.” These art work-
shops are offered free to students. A
different rotation of workshops will
be offered later in fall.

This program is funded by a grant
from The DuPage Foundation (JCS
Fund), National Endowment for the
Arts (Arts Engagement in American
Communities), Ilinois Arts Coun-
cil Agency (through Federal funds
from NEA), the Addison Center for
the Arts in partnership with Addison
District 4.
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Students at Indian Trail Junior High had the chance to take part in
various workshops in the arts, thanks to the after-school program
known as Arts Alive. A different rotation of workshops will be of-
fered later this fall.
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Gathered in the rotunda

In what has become a tradition, this group of students from Lincoln Schogl gather in the Addison Village
Hall rotunda with Mayor Rich Veenstra.

Anxmusly
waiting

Another local group of
students got to learn
about local history
and government as
60 Lincoln School 3rd
graders visited the
Addison Historical
Museum, Village Hall
and the Addison
Public Library
recently. It’s evident
in this photo that

the students could
hardly contain their
excitement as they
waited for Mayor Rich
Veenstra to make his
appearance.
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ﬁllowbrook footbz
team becomes play

eligible with win

Addison Trail

loses to Leyden
By Mike Miazga
CORRESPONDENT

The Willowbrook football team
became playoff eligible after scor-
ing a 45-22 West Suburban Confer-
ence crossover victory against York
in Villa Park in Week 6 action.

The win put the Warriors at 5-1
overall.

Willowbrook can clinch a playoff
berth with a victory at Morton Fri-
day night.

In the York game, Willowbrook
led 14-0 at one point and held a 14-7
lead after the first quarter and a 24-7
edge at halftime. The Warriors led
38-7 heading into the fourth quarter.

Jack Jessen and Chris Diaz each
scored two touchdowns for the win-
ners.

York dropped to 0-6 with the loss.

Addison Trali footbail

The Addison Trail football team
fell to' 2-4 overall and 0-3 in West
Suburban Conference Gold Division
play after a 14-7 loss at home to Ley-
den.

Leyden led 7-0 after the first quar-
ter and 14-0 at halftime.

Addison Trail quarterback Mike
Ruffolo completed five passes for 44
yards and had one touchdown toss.

Nick Daudelin ran the ball 14

times for 57 yards and had along run

of 22 yards.

Jacob Grygo caught a 24-yard
touchdown pass from Ruffolo.
Daudelin caught four passes for 20
yards.

Christian Cici had a fumble recov-
ery on defense and also returned one
kickoff 34 yards.

Addison Trail returns to action
Friday when it heads to Darien to
face Hinsdale South in another WSC
Gold game.

Addison Trail football Week 7 preview
Addison Trail (24, 0-3) at
Hinsdale South (4-2, 3-1}

team

1aking

through their first three matches
By Mike Miazga
CORRESPONDENT

The Addison Trail girls volleyball team sported an
8-10 overall record through its first 18 matches.

The Blazers also were 2-1 in West Suburban
Conference Gold Division play through their first three
conference contests.

And through those first 18 games, coach Dan Styler
has seen some positives, particularly when it comes to
the defensive side of the net.

“Our defensive effort and execution has been a bright
spot for our team,” said Styler. “Our success always will
be built on our ability to control the ball in serve-receive.
There is a clear correlation between the success from
match to match aligned to our ability to pass the ball
eﬁ‘ecuvely ‘We are comfortable with our core group of
primary passers and look forward to them working as a
unit to continue to grow together during the second half
of the season.”

Addison Trail has been led offensively by Nina
Muell, who topped the team in kills with 168 through
those first 18 contests. At the service line, Dionosia
Vassos was tops with 19 service aces. In the back row,
Sofia Susa had a team-best 96 digs.

Setter Amy Reyes has been directing the offense and
had 107 assists through those first 18 contests.

Styler added the team still is hard at work regarding
the offensive side of the equation. “We still are working
on establishing a balanced offensive effort during
the second half of the season,” he said earljer last
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_ g€ !’m most impressed by
§ our group embracing our most
: pressing areas for growth and

- Coach Dan Styier

week. “Statistically, we are generating enough points
offensively in the kills category to win games. However,
we still need to cut down on the number of errors we
make.”

Styler cited recent strong play from sophomore
Jessica D’ Ambrose.

“Jessica really has expanded her skill set this year and
has proven to be our most versatile player,” the coach
said.

Styler noted he’s been encouraged by his team’s
willingness to get in the gym and continuously work on
ways to take things to the next level.

“I'm most impressed by our group embracing our
most pressing areas for growth and tackling them head-
on in the gym every day,” he said.

Addison Trail continued WSC Gold Division play
earlier this week against Downers Grove South.

The Blazers head to the St. Charles East tournament
Friday and Saturday before an additional busy week
next week with a conference match against Morton, a
'WSC crossover match against Glenbard West and the

When: Friday, 7.30 p.m.

Whiere: Hinsdale South High School, Darien

Last weeks Leyden 14, Addimn’lh.tl”f I—hnsdaieSothl Pm«
viso East6 - E

Lact yesr: Hmmsm.’;&AMTwl 13 ¢

mnmm&mmtfmgmmamwafmmg
ﬂw.seasoaz-o The Blazers have scored only 17 points in those four
games. They will Jook to get back on track against a Hinsdale South
madﬂlmhuwwmofmhnfmmcs Hinsdale Sonih’s
four wins this seasen Bave come szabnst fearms that hed 4 combined
- 4-16 record heading into Week 6. Addison Trail must win ot against
Hm&kmmmmmmﬂmmmmwbemep&ayo&
ehgxb}s. e
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wmowmoomoomaIIWQek7 preview
Willowbrook 5-1. 3-8} =t

WB-W]*’“’&

Morton (1-5,1-2)

‘When: Pﬂday, 7:30 p.m.

Where: Morton West High School, Berwyn

Last week: Willowbrook 43, York 22; Downers Grove South 18,
Ivmrtan() :

- Last year: Willowbrook 49, Morton 20

()aﬂwk‘wmawhookncedsmewmtommagtmmedm-
tozn to the playoffs for a second yearin a row. Plus, & win would keep
them atep the West Submban Conference Gold Division standings
with two games to play againstProv:soEastandDm'mersGm*e
Scuth (hoth at home). Morton’s lone win ceme against winless Pro-
vizo East (13-12).

Plainfield Central Invitational next Friday and S,aturday,
[}

Willowbrook boys golf team fares
well at conference tournament

Warriors shoot lowest
round in at least
eight years; Sarcvich

finisnes third
By Mike Miazga
CORRESPONDENT
How low did the Willowbrook
boys golf team go?
The Warriors recently shot a 327
to finish third at the recent West Sub-

 urban Conference Gold Division

meet held at par-72 Prairie Bluff
Golf Club.

Willowbrook was seven shots off
the pace of tournament co-champi-
ons and overall conference co-cham-
pions Downers -Grove South and
Hinsdale South. Both those teams
shot 320s.

It was Willowbrook’s lowest team
score of the year for 18 holes and
coach Gary Walker noted it was the
squad’s best score in at least the past
eight years.

Willowbrook ended up taking

fourth in the conference overall. The
Warriors did defeat Addison Trail at
the conference meet (327-337), but
ended up fourth with the regular-sea-
son dual meets figured in.

Junior Taylor Sarovich shot a per-
sonal-best 76 round and took third
overall. Senior Buddy Martens shot
82 and took 10th overall. Both Sa-
rovich and Martens earned all-con-
ference honors.

Junior Jackson Hathaway shot 84
and Tim Keefe, a senior, rounded
out the Warriors’ scorecard with an
85. Also competing for Willowbrook
were junior Joey Guthrie (86) and
sophomore Logan Rattana (88).

Willowbrook was scheduled to
play in a Class 3A regional earlier
this week.

Willowbrook boys
cross country

Willowbrook boys cross-coun-
try coach T.J. Artman reports his
squad is hard at work and competing
against a strong list of runners at its
meets. “The varsity is working hard,

but it’s tough to beat some of the
faster times right now,” he said. |

The team’s lower levels are hav-
ing success, punctuated by -a sec-
ond-place showing at the recent Ley-
den Invitational.

“Our lower levels are doing great
he said. “They are showing prolmse
for future seasons.”

Progress has been made, Artman
noted, on a number of fronts. “We’re
coming together as a team and our
pack running has improved,” he said.
“We’re seeing consistent times and
we’re getting faster overall.”

Matt Caron continues to improve
as the postseason approaches. “Matt
continues to get faster and is moti-
vated for the post part of the season,”
said Artman.

Artman would like to see his team
finish in the top half of the West
Suburban Conference Gold Division
meet on Oct. 14. Willowbrook hosts
the conference meet this year.

“The team has bonded well togeth-
er and it enjoys working hard every
day,” he said.
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York boys golf takes

second at regional

SUBURBA! LIFE MEDIA

Sophomore Joshua LaBounty fired
a 71, leading York to second place at
the Class 3A Elk Grove Regional and
a spot in next week’s sectional. York,
whose 306 was second only to Fen-
wick’s 302, got a 72 from Jake Brown,
81 from Matthew Buckley and 82s
from Aidan Mann and Sam Bartolone.

i€ Cathelic

Medalist Connon Leahy shot a 75,
leading the Knights to the champion-
ship of the Class 1A IC Catholic Prep
Regional. Charlie Schoonveld shot an
82, Thomas Hilgart an 83 and Charlie
O’Brien an 84 for the Knights’ 325 total.

Gienbard East

Tyler Reitz shot a 76 and Georgi So-
lar carded an 81 for the Rams at the
Class 3A Hinsdale South Regional to
advance to next week’s sectional.

Willowhbrock

Joey Guthrie shot a 77 and Taylor
Sarovich had an 80 for the Warriors at
the Class 3A Hinsdale South Regional
to advance to next week’s sectional. -

Timothy Christian

Ty Merrick shot an 89 at the Class
1A IC Catholic Prep Regional to ad-
vance to sectionals.

GIRLS GOLF
York

Jenna Koeppen shot a 92, Bella
Bartolone a 92, Katie Wegmann a 93
and Annie Grasse a 99 for the Dukes
at the Class 2A Nazareth Regional to
advance to sectionals.

FOOVBALL
Willowbrook
Jack Jessen ran for 179 yards and

Community Knowledge.
Industry Experience.
Personal Dedication.

A team approach to Elmhurst & Dupage County

Real Estate, and beyond.

Gr

twotouchdowns and John Taylor threw
for 202 yards and a 15-yard TD pass
for the Warriors (5-1) in a 45-22 West
Suburban crossover win over York on
Sept. 29. Jacob Entwistle returned an
interception for a touchdown.

York

Josiah Scott had a 63-yard touch-
down run for the Dukes (0-6) in the
45-22 loss to Willowbrook on Sept. 29.

Moniiri

Bradley Norgle ran for touch-
downs of 72 and 80 yards in a 56-27 win
over De La Salle.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
IC Catinglic Prep

Nailah Landon had 13 kills and
Maya Stovall had nine kills and four
aces in the Knights’ 14-25, 25-14, 25-15
win over Illiana Christian. Isabella
Leslie added 16 digs and Sophie Hurt
had 27 assists.

Timoihy Chsistian

Tracy Westra had 19 assists, four
kills and six digs in Timothy Christian’s
25-8, 25-13 win over Elmwood Park on
Oct. 3. Rachel Stoll added two kills, four
aces and three digs and Emily DeBoer
had four kills for Timothy Christian (17-
9, 8-1). Westra had 13 assists, three kills
and five aces and Stoll six kills in a 25-
11, 25-15 win over Guerin Prep.

GIRLS TENNIS
York

The Dukes beat Benet 6-2 on Oct.
2. Eva Jacobsthal won her singles
match. Lauren Fonorow and Cristina
Gamboa, Micki Neidigh and Rachel
Kayman, Siva Sreedhar and Isabella
Nicoli, Elysia Woodward and Olivia
Brunke and Jessica Paist and Wendy
Zhang won doubles matches.

I‘l | “‘u %
"“'“"7/
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THE WEEK

WILLOWBROOK
Senior | Foctbal!

Why Jessen was selected:

lessen ran for 172 yards and tweo touchdbowns in Wiliowbrook’s
45-22 win over York. On the seascn Jessen, who has comimitted to
Herthwestern for wrestling, has vun for 1,155 yards and 13 touci:-
downs for a 5-1 Warriors team that leads ihe West Suburban Eold.

Jessen, the Suburban Life Athlete
of the Week sponsored by Gracik
Makinney, spoke with sports editor
Joshua Welge about the season. Here’s
an edited transcript.

Welae: How do you fee! the team is ai?

Jessen: I definitely feel that we are
where we need to be. There is definite-
ly room for improvement, but we have
put ourselves in a great position.

Welge: Your offense, ani you in bar-
teular, hrave put up some huge nunbers
iately. Ave you guys peaking?

jessen: Our offensive line is doing
a great job, doing their responsibili-
ties. It all starts with the line up front.
They open things up for us.

Yelge: Your team had = great run last
vear, advancing to the Class 7A guarteri-
nais. Is there pressure to match that?

Jessen: We use it as motivation in
training and practices and games. A
1ot of the guys loved the feeling and

loved the competition and they want
to have it once again.

Welge: i've heard your offerse de-
scribed as “iightning, no-huddle spread.”
Is ¢zt an accurate description?

Jessen: That does describe our
offense. The tempo that we run is a lot
faster than most offenses run. We are
quick to the ball. Our goal is to run as
many plays as we can.

Welge: Hovr kas wresling made you
ali piayer you ave todary"
Fassen: Wrestlmg has given me the
stamina to stay in the game. It gave
me the strength and explosiveness
that I have on the football field.

Walge: This is you: ast year of foot-
hall. Whai's yeur emotions?

Jessen: I try not to think about it. I
love the sport, and I never want it to
end. But everything in life comes to an
end. I'm trying to make the season last
aslongasIcan.

This Athlete of the Weelk is brought to you by

‘Thomas Makinney Jr. Maria Gracik Marie Mccall Jill Giomo Krista Waski

www.GMRE.com | MariaAndTom@atproperties.com | 636.441.557G
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Lelisra: Bears
rookie QB’s

, teammates say
he’s ready for
tonight — Sports

== DuPage County

Pyke: Sorting

out the new

transponder
rules

— Page 13
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DAILY HERALD/SUN-TIMES SPECIAL REPORT

high school

Suburbs see drop in participation by younger players

Part ofa continuing series.

By BOB SUSNJARA,
JAKE GRIFFIN
ano MITCH DUDEK

bsusnjara@dailyherald.com
Jgriffin@dailyherald.com
mdudek@suntimes.com

Glenbard  East  High
School’s junior varsity football
teamn was expecting to host St.

Charles East High School for
an early-season game when

SEE THE NUMBERS
FCR YOUR HIGH SCHOOL
o hit.ly/footballfewer

bad news arrived.

St. Charles East didn't
have enough players for the
JV game scheduled in Lom-
bard that Saturday, a day
after a matchup between the
schools’ varsity teams. Glen-
bard East Assistant Principal

for Athletics and former Chi-
cago Bears wide receiver
D'Wayne Bates found another
opponent in' time for his
Rams, who ended up beating
Cicero-based Morton High
School 38-6.

This  scenario  replays
across the suburbs this fall as
young teams, from junior var-
sity down to youth leagues,
feel the biggest pinch after a

See FCOTBALL on PAGF 4

Pzge 5: Former Bears linebacker and Palatine Mayor Jim Schwantz launched a flag football program
in 2012, but had to cancel play this year due to a lack of players.

ALLEN CUNNINGHAM/Chicago Sun Times
West Chicago High School’s freshman football team reserves watch as the offense runs a play
against East Aurora. West Chicago has 69 players on all teams this season compared to 153 a
decade ago, a 55 percent decline.

George Richardson of Richardson Adventure Farm in Spring Grove had to get special permission to use the Cubs’ logo in his corn maze for this year,
captured by our drone camera. But his maze goes beyond the logo. How did the farm crew get it so intricate and perfect? GPS. See the story on Page 6.

S FEVER

CUBS FACE SCHERZER AT HOME r" N

DEFENDING THE CHAMPIONSHIP

GOING FOR TW

BRIAN HILL/bhill@dailyherald.com

NLDS GAME 3: Washington Naticnais at Cubs
3 p.m. today at Wrigley Field o TV: TBS e Radio: WSCR 670-AM/ESPN 1000-AM

IN THE SPORTS SECTION

BRUGE MILES: The Cubs are still
" loaded with young players, and
“ they all share a common tralt an
=" unflappable nature.

TODAY'S
FEATURED
POSTER:
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Football

Continued from Page 1

decade of declining participa-
tion in suburban football pro-
grams that many trace back to
fears about concussions.

“It’s funny, just a couple of
years ago, the coaches and
ADs really thought it was a
pretty good overall picture
for football,” Barrington High
School Athletic Director Mike
Obsuszt said. “But the land-
scape is changing, and I feel
like more changes might be
‘on the way.”

The number of athletes tak-
ing part in football at 87 sub-
urban high schools dropped
18.7 percent over the past
decade, an analysis of school
records by the Daily Her-
ald and Chicago Sun-Times
showed.

But the number of players
on sophomore teams is down
42.5 percent since 2008 at the
41 suburban high schools
that broke down participation
by program level. The num-
ber of players on freshman
teams declined 29.1 percent.
In some cases, separate soph-
omore teams were eliminated
entirely, leaving fewer options
for schools that still have them
to compete.

“You never used to see
emails looking for sophomore
games,” said Jeff Bral, ath-
letic director at Bartlett High
School. “Now, you see them
every week.”

Youth leagues, which feed
players into high school sys-
tems, offer few signs of a
turnaround.

The Bill George Youth Foot-
ball League had 156 teams
this year compared to about
190 in 2012, board President
Jerry Miller said. The tackle
league has teams in Arling-
ton Heights, Bartlett, Hanover
Paik, Caiol Siream, Pala-
tine, Wheaton and Glen Ellyn,
among others.

The Chicagoland Youth
Football League, which has
players from 38 communi-
ties in the Chicago area and
southeastern Wisconsin,
peaked at about 9,800 players
in 2008 and is down to roughly
6,700 this season, President
Geoff Meyer said.

Football coaches, athletic
directors and parents give

Sop hom

Friday Night

Why high school
football programs
are losing players

Editor's note

The Daily Herald and Chicago
Sun-Times joined forces to
collect data from 87 public
high schools in the suburbs
gnd interview dozens of
athletic directors, coaches,
parents and medical experts
1o report how concerns about
safety and other factors

have affected local football
programs.

many reasons for the drop in
players — competition from
other sports such as soc-
cer, increased pressure for
young athletes to specialize
rather than compete in sev-
eral sports, and even the time
demands of online activities.

But they say concerns about
the long-term fallout from
blows to the head accounts for
most of the decrease.

“Concussion’ is a big word
out there, a big medical term
right now, and it's probably
scaring families away,” Bates
said.

Many coaches say the game
is safer than ever. But it's hard
to counter reports like the one
out of Boston University this
fall, which said former foot-
ball players who started play-
ing tackle before age 12 were
more likely to have emo-
tional, behavioral and cogni-
iive problems later in life. The
study’s authors say there is not
yet enough data to be defin-
itive about the risks, but the
report resonated.

Even legendary former
Bears coach Mike Ditka,
speaking on “Real Sports with
Bryant Gumbel,” said if he
had an 8-year-old son today,
he wouldn't tell him to play
football.

“You have all that informa-

tion, and parents start making

 Valshan
C Caiil

Yeung teams see sharper deciing

Suburban high schools are seeing fewer students signing up for
football, especially at the freshman and sophomore feve

il Sophomore programs -42.5% since 2008

€IS,

But player safety is still the coaches say they” ve made
biggest obstacle to overcome, the high school game safer,
many believe. focusing on proper technique,

is fall, jusi 11 boys
showed up for Highland

rarely tackling during practice,
and identifying potential con-

Park'’s tackle program for fifth- ~ cussions and removing those
Freshi 20.4% si to eighth-graders, and parks kids from the game. They want
el e ol officials canceled it. to find a way to bring the game

6,000
5,000
4,000 -

3,000 -

2,000
1,000 - -
0 - SN .

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Source: Daily Herald/Chicago Sun-Times analysis of student participation

in 41 high school football pmgrams in the Chicago suburbs.

Park district ~Executive
Director Liza McElroy said
flag football is flourishing,
with about 100 kids in grades
one through eight. In Evan-
ston, a flag program for sixth-
and seventh-graders attracted
about 150 kids this season.
Yet, the 5-year-old Northwest
Flag Football League in Pal-
atine canceled play this year
because it had too few players.

Crystal Lake resident
Denise Smith and her hus-
band, Scott, recently decided
their 6-year-old son Cameron

back and say one way to do
it is by promoting all they've
done to protect athletes.

“Honestly, if I could go back
and play in this generation, I
might play another 20 years,”
Bates said. “We need to come
up with some game plan to
motivate our kids to come
back to football. America, this
is the one country that thrives
on football. This is our sport.
And we want to make sure we
do our part to have it continue
o grow.”

— I @panynerad = will not play tackle football. « Bob Susnjara and Jake Griffin
. J— Denise Smith, a physical ther-  are Daily Herald staff writers.
Shirinkina fieid apist who works with a con-  Mitch Dudek is a reporter for
= cussion specialist, said she the Chicago Sun-Times. Daily
Some suburban high school football programs have seen sees the effects of head inju- Herald staffwriters John Rads-
participation levels decline by more than 30 percent over the ries each day at work. ke, Aaron Gabriel and Orrin
past decade. “Maybe we'll allow him Schwarz contributed to this
10-YEAR to play flag football,” Smith report.
School percent change participation change said. “He wants to do that. We
West Chicago Comm. H.S. -54.9% -84 g?sn ytovlﬁt 1) tta;i ax:vof;glrln DuPage Coun ;
\;Iaubonsm Va::&;y H.S. 23::;: -132 ing Pan dora’s box by allowing it uﬂi ‘ﬁa
rairie Ridge H.S. -49. -86 him to play flag football?”
Crystal Lake Central H.S. -45.3% -62 Back at the high school FOUNDED 1872
Crystal Lake South H.S. -44.5% -85 level, West Chicago’s fresh- SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Wheaton Warrenville South HS ~ -42.0% -108 man team had Just six bench P p—
Romeoville H.S. -42.0% -60 players when it played East | iy and sunday. $764.40. 52 weeks.
Lake Zurich H.S. -37.8% 7 Aurora early in the season. Back issues available at dailyherald.com.
e = West Chicago has 69 play. All back Issue orders must be prepald.
Neuqua Valley H.S.* -36.2% -92 Customer service? Call by noon.
Lincoln-Way Central H..* 35.4% 85 ers on two teams this sea- Missed paper? Call by 9:30 a.m. on
Incoln-Way Gentral H.5. sl - son compared to 153 on three weekdays and 10 a.m. on weekends.
York Comm. H.S. -34.2% -78 teams a decade ago, a 55 per- — 847-427-4333 —
Wheaton North H.S. -34.1% 72 cent decline. (USPS d55020) & pulsped ey 1
Sandburg H.S. -33.2% -1 Athleli(c1 It)hirecltlor Do:fgf Mulli N:gnéille by Paddock Pumsgagons zlgc
Jacobs H.S. -33.1% -50 laney said that hasn't affecte 55 E. Algonguin Road, P.0. Box 260,
Wilowbrook H.. 31.5% 47 the pageantry of Friday night | S A, L O frclies,
Wheeling H.S. -31.5% .39 football in his town. additional mailing offices.
g H.5. * “Our Friday nights are still POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Fremd H.S. -31.4% -61 packed houses and excite- DAILY HERALD, P.0. Box 280,
Grayslake North H.8.* -31.4% -49 ment all around school that Aringion s L 60006
Naperville Central H.S. -30.8% -7 day,” he said. “It's tough to

* Decline due in part to new school opening
Source: School districts

within district.

decisions about not letting

their kids play football. And
that's when the youth num-
bers really start to go lower,”
Obsuszt said.

Meyer contends the dwin-
dling numbers are not just
related to concussion con-
cerns. “It's ‘Generation Me,”

53

Richard N. Rr )senb

Personal injury — Workers Compensaticn

" LAW OFFICES OF

erg LLC

he said. “It’s a lazier society.
Kids get their competitiveness
by being on their computers
and cellphones.”

D

LUNCH

@ DAILY HERALD —

play the West Auroras and
Wheatons because they have
higher concentrations of foot-
ball players and we don't, but
that takes nothing away from
the desire and interest and
thrill to play from our teams.”
Atbletic  directors  and

TEQT
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LEARN

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect
- Car Accidents
- Slip / Trip and Fall
- Medical Malpractice
- Wrongful Death
No Charge Unless Recovery is Made

- Personal Injury
- Job Accidents
- Products Injuries

2340 S. Arlington Hts. Rd., Suite 202 Arlington Heights, IL
nchardroscnberglaw com

Y Chicago Loop Office By Appointment Ve

Marketplace

Join us to learn about the options and benefits
of Advance Funeral and Cremation Planning,
followed by informal questions and answers.

Thursday, October 19, 2017
il:30 am

Countyline Tavern
800 W Lake Cook Rd.
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
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CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Villa PaIkHevlew
Willowbrook high School celebrated its homecom-
ing last week with several events. Friday afternoon’s
pep assembly ended with the announcement of the
homecoming kings and Gueens from each class.
The group photo shows (ieft to right) junior king and

king and queen Brandon Loth and Claire Hosman,
sophomore king and queen Deandre Holliday and
Payton Ceh and freshman queen and king Grace
Chambers and Sergio Ayala The photo above from
the bly shows English Scott Grob-
stein (left) battling with sophomore Letisha Sepul-
veda (right) during the pie-eating contest. Grobstein

was declared the.winner of the contest.

CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Villa Park Review

A hapgy homecoming
for the Warriors

Willowbrooic's football team improved to 5-1 with Friday’s 45-22 homecoming victory
over York. Pictured during thelr halftime performances are members of Willowbrook’s

cheerleaders, pom squad and marching band. See the sports section for more about
the Warriors’ victory.

Inventory is low.

Now is the time to list! S Chlller

team

CONTACT US TODAY e
TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS! 630.992.0582 (@propetiies
9 S Park Ave, Lombard
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The Jackson and Jefferson Middle School S
banner in the parade. The inaugural 45 Fest takes place Oct. 13-15 in Villa Park.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO Villa Park Review
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Club:

Schooi District 45's
inaugural 45 Fest

takes place

Three-day festival
begins Cct. 13 at
Park and Ardmore

The District 45 Foundation for
Excellence in Education will hold
45 Fest Oct. 13-15. The family event
will take place near Park Boulevard
and Ardmore Avenue, near the Illi-
nois Prairie Path in downtown Villa
Park.

Everyone is invited to enjoy the
carnival rides, food, entertainment
and more. For details, go to the 45
Fest website at d45fest.org/.

In addition to food, games and
carnival rides, the festival will in-
clude main stage performances by
Brittany and The Spears (on Friday,
Oct. 13) and The New Invaders (on
Saturday, Oct. 14). Petty Cash will

next week

close out the festival on Sunday, Oct.
15. .

The entertainment during all three
days of the festival includes perform-
ers who are District 45 current stu-
dents and alumni.

The festival’s hours are 5 to 10
p.m. on Oct. 13, 1 to 10 p.m. on Oct.
14-and 1 to 7 p.m. on Oct. 15.

From 1 to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Oct.
14, and Sunday, Oct. 15, the festival
will offer unlimited ride specials for
$25 per person per day.

The District 45 Foundation is a
non-profit organization that raises
funds to support the enrichment of
the educational opportunities for the
district’s students.

The Foundation is excited to cel-
ebrate this unique event that brings
together the eight schools of the dis-
trict. B

hed in the Willowb

k High School h ming parade on Friday. The District 45 students carried a 45 Fest

Fire department invites

residents to open house on Oct. 14
Contest eniry e e cocape i every

deadline is Oct. 7

family that completes a home fire escape plan will
be entered into a drawing to win one of three $100

The Villa Park Fire Department will hold its
annual open house on Saturday, Oct. 14. All resid

Walmart gift cards.
are invited to the free event, which will take place

Entry forms are available at Fire Station No. 81,
Villa Park Village Hall and the Villa Park Library.

from noon to 3 p.m. at Fire Station No. 81, 1440 S.

Ardmore Ave.

Entry forms are also available online through the
Parking will be available in the post office lot,

village’s web site-—invillapark.com. Entries must be
received by Saturday, Oct. 7.
which is located across the street from the fire station. __The open house takes place during Fire Prevention
The open house will give children and adults an Week, yvhlc_h dates back to the 1920s. The week is
opportunity to visit the station and take a close look recognized in early October to commemorate the
at some of the department’s vehicles and equipment. ~ Great Chicago Fire, which began on Oct. 8, 1871.
Children will be able to use a real fire hose, wear kid-  The theme of this year’s Fire Prevention Week is
sized firefighting gear and meet Sparky the Fire Dog.
The open house will offer fire safety puppet shows

“Every Second Counts—Plan Two Ways Out!”
For more information about the open house,
and a live fire demonstration. The fire demonstration
will begin at 2:30 p.m.

call the Villa Park Fire Department at 630-833-
This year’s open house will feature a contest

5350. For more about Fire Prevention Week, visit
firepreventionweek.org. /

A dramatic finish at Wi!!owbrooi?

had the ch

Stressing kindness
The Villa Park Junior Women's Club held a “rocks of kindness”
oomm_unlty event last month at Park Art Center, 9 E. Park Bivd.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Viila Park Review

with one another and

Par

ages people to

visit vpjwe.org.

p to co
paint rocks. The international Kindness Rocks Project encour-
1 be inspired and share. Pictured left to right.are
Ella Lopez, Abby Finnegan and Maggie Brennan—three young
artists at the event. For more information about the Villa Park
Junior Women’s Club’s upcoming events, including its annual
Trick or Trot 5K and children’s Little Devil 1K Dash on Oct. 28,

- The contest is a staple of Wil-

| If the seniors prevented the ju-

“pack Emma Barrington complet-

The seniors faced the Ji n
Willowbrook High School’s an- |
nual powder-puff girls football

game, which tock place at the
school’s stadium on Sept. 27.

lowbrook’s homecoming week
festivities. This year’s battle was
scoreless after four quarters of
regulation and one overtime pe-
riod. The officials then decided
the outcome would be decided
by one series. The juniors took
possession at the seniors’ 10-
yard line. If the juniors scored
on the series, they would win.

nlors from scoring, the senlors
would win. On a fourth-and-goal
play from the 9-yard line, quarter-

ed a touchdown pass to Sydney
Verdino to propel the juniors to
a 6-0 victory. The top right pho-
to shows Verdino (left) earlier
in the game. Also pictured (bot-
tom right) Is senior Jayla Smith,
who is shown running with the
ball. The photo below shows the
victorious juniors after they re-
ceived the trophy for winning the
game. :




Page 16 LOMBARDIAN / VILLA PARK REVIEW Thursday, October 5, 2017

= b

nother wi

A

to 5-1 with the homecoming victory, led the Dukes

Gold Conference games, beginning with this Friday’

n for the Warriors

The Willowbrook football team secured its fourth straight victory when it defeated York 45-22 on Frid

above right photo shows senior Nick Sabatino (No. 14) running with the ball after a reception. Willowbrook will complete its regular season with three West Suburban
’s game at Morton. The Warrl ]

lay night in Villa Park. The Warriors, who improved their overall record
(0-6) 24-7 at halftime. The above let photo shows senior Chris Diaz (Mo. 21), who ran for a pair of touchdowns. The

lors will enter that game with a 3-0 conference record.

o
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CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Lombardiar/Villa Park Review
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CHRIS FOX PHOTOS Lombardian/Villa Park Review

Rams vs. Warriors

The Glenbard East and Willowbrook girls volley-
ball teams squared off in last week’s match in
Lombard. Gienbard East defeated the Warriors 25-
13, 25-12 in the Sept. 28 non-conference match.
The Rams: Improved their overall record to 12-13,
Willowbrook’s record dropped to 7-12, Junior Sar-
ah Elliott bashed.eight kills and served six aces
for Glenbard East, which grabbed a 10-0 lead to
start the second game. Junior Emily Sarles (No. 9,
pictured above left) provided eight assists, while
senior Emily Denton (No. 2, pictured above right)
made 12 digs. Senlor Jessica R gucci |
for four Kills for Willowbrook. Junior Katelyn Mc-
Cann (pictured at right) contributed seven digs,
while sophomore Payton Ceh made five digs. Se-
nior Marissa M llo had three i “We're
happy with the energy and the execution we had
today,” said Glenbard East coach Marci Maier after
the victory. “We've got a few kids who are Iinjured
right now. We're just going to-keep battling.”

e SRR A o
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DINA KWIT PHOTOS Lombardian/Villa Park Fieview

Big win for the Broncos

The Montini football team earned a decisive win in its homecom-
Ing game on Friday night, pounding De La Salle Institute 56-27 in
a Chicago Catholic League Green Division game in Lombard. The
B , who imp i t0 4-2 | and 2-1 in the division, led
the Meteors (4-2,1-1) 35.7 at halftime. Seniors Nick Orlando, Jake
Karczewski and Matthew Morrissey scored first-quarter touch-
downs for the Broncos. Senlor Matt Quaglia grabbed a palr of
touchd p Iinthe quarter. Senior Bradley Nor-
gle (No. 14, pictured) ran for a pair of touchd in the d
half. Karczewsld also provided a touchdown run In the second
haif. Montini will play a home game against DePaul College Prep

this Friday.
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Addison Trail to present '‘Peter Pan’

Senior Juan Jakoby Bracamontes plays Peter Pan to sophomore Dominika
Zdanowicz's Wendy in Addison Trail's upcoming production of "Peter Pan.”

Courtesy of Addison Trail High School

By Danielle Brink
DuPage High School District 88

Addison Trail High School Theatre members will take audience members back to their childhoods during the school's
upcoming production of "Peter Pan."

The play takes audience members to Neverland -- a world filled with fantastical adventure. The story follows Peter Pan,
played by senior Juan Jakoby Bracamontes, as he meets Wendy Moira Angela Darling, played by sophomore Dominika
Zdanowicz, during a visit to the real world.

ADVERTISING

inRead invented by Teads

Peter faces many obstacles in Neverland -- including battling his nemesis Captain Hook, played by senior Nicolas
Montgomery, -- but discovers his biggest struggle is between never wanting to grow up and watching as Wendy
continues to age.



"Peter Pan” will be performed at 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday, Oct. 19 and 20, and 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 21, at
Addison Trail High School, 213 N. Lombard Road, Addison.

"I want every individual who walks into the theater to get the full impact of the play and to connect with the story,"
Bracamontes said. "Children and adults will enjoy this show, as there are many ieveis to the messages it shares."

He added it has been a fun challenge to portray such a classic and well-known character.

"Everyone grew up with 'Peter Pan," and there are so many versions of the story," he said. "It's an amazing honor to
portray this character, and | know | have a responsibility to bring him to life on the stage."

Zdanowicz said she remembers reading the book and watching the movie when she was younger. Addison Trail's
performance will provide a sense of wonderment for children and a nostalgic escape for adults, she hopes.

Theater Director Anna Jakubka said she chose "Peter Pan" at the request of the senior class. Members of that group saw
a performance of "Finding Neverland” on Broadway during a trip to New York two years ago and have wanted to do a
similar show ever since.

She said the school will use a version by Jon Jory, adapted from the novel by J.M. Barrie. In this version, the script allows
for creative effects to provide the illusion of flying, including the use of a star curtain, a black curtain with LED lights to
simulate stars. It also scripts Wendy as an only child.

Tickets cost $7 for aduits, $5 for students and $3 with an Activity Pass, and are free with a District 88 Senior Gold Card.
To buy tickets, contact (630) 628-3365 or at.theatre88@gmail.com.



