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Both possess important engine cooling
properties, and ethanol fires are easier
to extinguish than gasoline fires.

A few weeks after President Bush cited
ethanol in a February speech as a reliable
supply of affordable, environmentally re-
sponsible energy, the Indy Racing League
(IRL) announced that ethanol would be
the fuel of the future for IndyCar Racing.

The amount of fuel and motor oil used
by auto racing is a drop in the giant fuel
consumption bucket in the U.S., according
to Brian Barnhart, president and COO of
the IRL. The switch to ethanol, however,
gives IndyCar Racing an opportunity to
become the motorsports leader in the use
of renewable and environmentally respon-
sible fuel produced in this country.

Circle #25

The No. 17 ethanol-sponsored Indy car (shown here at Kansas Speedway) is driven by
Jeff Simmons for Rahal Letterman Racing. The Indy Racing League has announced
that, starting with the 2007 racing season, all Indy cars will run on 100% ethanol fuel.
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continued on page 62

For the 2006 season, a maximum
blend of 90% methanol and 10%
ethanol is being used in the IndyCar Se-
ries. Beginning in 2007, Indy cars will
run on 100% ethanol.

But the idea isn’t really new. Driver
Leon Duray, who started from third posi-
tion in his 91.5-cu.-in. Miller Front Drive
in the 1927 Indianapolis 500, was experi-
menting with alcohol fuels even then.

Indy cars have been running on
methanol since it replaced gasoline as a
racing fuel in the mid-1960s. Methanol
is an alcohol much like ethanol but gen-
erally made from natural gas. It was
once known as wood alcohol.

As a racing fuel, neither alcohol returns
great fuel mileage (about 1.6 mpg at racing
speeds), but both perform similarly. Their
high octane helps resist detonation, allow-
ing high compression ratios. Their high
oxygen content also reduces emissions of
ozone-depleting carbon dioxide, nitrogen
oxide and sulfur dioxide.

Ethanol, at 77,000 BTU per gallon,
provides more power than methanol.



“There will be a seamless transition
from methanol to ethanol in our race cars.
They won’t sound differently, smell differ-
ently or run differently,” said Phil Casey,
the IRL’s Senior Technical Director.

It’s predicted that ethanol could soon
replace at least 10% of the nation’s
gasoline supply.—Pack Bryan
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Circle #27

MOTOR Earns Awards
MOTOR Magazine has won two 2006
Awards for Publication Excellence
(APEX). The September 2005 issue won
for Magazine & Journal Writing, and Ex-
ecutive Editor Karl Seyfert’s “Steering &
Suspension: Where Is the Wear?” was
recognized in the How-To Writing cate-

gory. The competition has been present-
ed annually by Communications Con-

cepts for the past 18
years.

In related news,
Seyfert’s article also
was selected for an
Honorable Mention
in the How-To Arti-
cle category in the

2006 Tabbie Awards. Presented by
Trade, Association and Business Publica-
tions International (TABPI), this third-
year editorial and design competition was
open to English-language business-to-
business publications worldwide pub-
lished at least quarterly.

Online Education Tools
...At a Price
Delphi Integrated Service Solutions’ e-
Tech Network, a management and train-
ing tool designed to improve service bay
efficiency and enhance technician pro-
ductivity, is now being offered at substan-
tially reduced rates for ASA members.
The online packages—Career Develop-
ment, Educational Services and Repair
Service Process—are designed to meet
the educational needs of ASA shop own-
ers, managers and their technicians.

The network’s Technician Career De-
velopment Program allows a shop owner
or manager to determine a technician’s
current skill level and targets training to
meet his career objectives. Once a techni-
cian has mastered a subject area, the e-
Tech Network provides mini-assessments
to determine his readiness to take the
ASE certification tests.

The ASA discounted rate on the net-
work also includes several training pro-
grams available in both instructor-led
and self-study programs. The self-study
programs include Web- and video-
based technical training, as well as pro-
grams on CD-ROM.

Members may also choose to access
technical service bulletins, wiring dia-
grams, a labor guide, maintenance
specifications, an OBD-II diagnostic
suite, a technical hotline and a tech tips
database using a discounted rate.

For more information on this or any
other ASA member benefit, please call
800-272-7467 ext. 295, or access the
electronic benefits portfolio within ASA
OnDemand, which can be downloaded
from www.ASAOnDemand.com.
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